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An  EXTRACT  of  the 


LIFE  AND  DEATH  OF 

-Mr.  THOMAS  HALXBURTQN. 


PART  HI. 


-CHAP.  IV. 

Of  his  death. 

i.  /'"'VN  Wednefday,  Sept.  17,  (and  fome  days 
VA'  preceding)  he  was  under  great  trouble  of 
mind;  and  a friend  alking  him  that  morning.  How 
he  had  relied  in  the  night  ? He  anfwered,  “ Not 
“ well.  I have  been  this  night  fore  tolled  with 
“ the  thoughts  of  eternity.  I have  been  thinking 
“ on  the  Terribilia  Dei  +,  and  all  that  is  difficult 
“ in  death  to  a ChriRian.  All  my  enemies  have 
“ been  round  about  me.  I had  a great  conffidl, 
“ and  faith  was  like  to  fail.  O that  I may  be 
“ kept  now  in  this  laft  trial,  from  being  an  of- 
■“  fence  to  his  people  1” 
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la  the  afternoon,  when  feme  of  his  brethren 
vifited  him,  he  faid,  “ I am  but  young,  and  of 
little. experience,  but  this  death-bed  now  make-s 
me  old  ; therefore  I ufe  the  freedom  to  exhort 
you  to  faithfulnefs  in  the  Lord’s  work.  You 
will  never  repent  this.  He  is  a good  mafter.  I 
have  alwa}"s  found  him  fo.  If  I had  a thoufand 
lives  I fhould  think  all  too  little  to  be  employed 
in  his  fervice.” 

2.  Thur/day,  Sept.  18.  Being  afked  in  the 
morning,  How  he  was  ? He  faid,  “ O what  a ter- 
rible conflict  had  I yeflerday  ! But  now  I may 
fay,  I have  fought  the  good  fight,  I have  kept 
the  faith.  Now  he  hath  put  a new  fong  in  my 
mouth.  Praife,  praife  is  comely  for  tlie  upright. 
Shortly  I fhall  have  another  fight  of  God  than 
ever  I had,  and  be  more  fit  to  praife  him  than 
ever.  O the  thoughts  of  an  incarnate  God  are 
fweet  and  ravi firing  ! And,  O ! how  do  I won- 
derat  myfelf,  that  I do  not  admire  him  more! 
O that  I could  honour  him  ? 'What  a wonder  I 
enjoy  fuch  compofure  under  thefe  pains,  and 
in  view  of  approaching  death  ! O,  what  a 
mercy,  that  I have  the  ufe  of  mv  reafon,  till  I 
have  declared  his  goodnefs  to  me  i” 

To  his  wife  he  faid,  “ He  came  to  me  in  the 
third  watch  of  the! night,  walking  upon  the 
waters;  and  he  faid  to  me,  I am  Alpha  ancf  Ome- 
ga, the  beginning  and  the  end  : I was  dead,  and 
am  alive,  and  live  for  evermore  and  have  the  keys 
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of  death  and  hell.  He  Hilled  the  temped  of 
my  foul,  and  there  is  a fweet  calm.” 

When  de fired  tc  be  tender  of  his  health,  he 
Paid,  I’ll  drive  to  lad  as  long  as  I can.  I have 
no  more  to  do  with  my  time,  but  to  * tepe  it  otri 
for  the  glory  of  God.”  Then  he, faid,  “ I fhall 
fee  my  Redeemer  Hand  on  the  earth  at  the  ladday- 
But  before  then,  I fhall  fee  the  Lamb  in  the 
- midd  of  the  throne.  O,  it  will  be  a glorious 
company,  the  fpirits  of  jud  men  made  perfeft, 
and  Jefus  the  mediator  of  the  new  covenant ! 
O,  for  grace ! Grace  to  be  patient  to  the  end  ! 

Then  he  defired  a minider  to  prav. 

After  prayer,  he  calledfor  a little  water  to  wafh 
his  eyes,  and  faid,  “ I hope  to  get  them  wash- 
ed fhortly,  and  made  like  doves  eyes,  and  then 
farewel  fin,  farewel  forrow. 

Then  taking  foine  refrefhment,  he  faid,  “ I 
get  deep  from  him,  and  food  from  him  ; anti  I 
fhall  get  himfelf.  Myflefh  and  my  heart  'a  h . ; 
but  God  is  the  drength  of  my  heart,  and  my 
portion  for  ever.” 

Seeing  his  vounged  child,  he  faid  to  tier 
“ Mary,  my  dear,  the  Lord  blefs  you;  the  God 
of  your  father,  and  my  father,  blefs  you  ; the  God 
that  fed  me  all  my  life  ; the  angel  that  redeemed 
me  from  evil,  bleis  you  and  the  red,  and  be  your 
portion  ; that  is  a good  heritage,  better  then  if 
I had  crowns  and  fcepters  to  leave  you.  My 
child,  I received  you  from  him,  and  I give  you 
to  him  again.”  Xe 

* i f.  Spend  it  thriftily. 
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To  his  wife  he  faid,  “ My  dear  encourage 
yourfelf  in  the  Lord  ; he  will  keep  you,  though 
you  even  fall  into  enemies  hands.”  And  then, 
declaring  his  willingnefs  to  part  with  his  deareft 
relations,  he  faid,  “ This  is  the  praftice  of  reli- 
gion, to  make  ufe  of  it  when  we  come  to  the 
pinch  ; this  is  a leffon  of  practical  divinity.” 

When  the  phyfician  came,  he  faid,  “ Dodfor, 
as  to  this  piece  of  work,  you  are  near  at  an  end 
of  it  = God  be  with  you,  andperfuade  you  to  be  in 
earned:  ; I return  you  thanks  for  your  diligence. 
Is  ray  pulfe  low  ? I am  well  pleafed  it  is.  I 
would  have  been  content  to  have  been  away 
long  e’re  now  ; a few  ltrokes  more,  and  vi&ory,. 
viftory,  for  ever,  through  the  captain  of  our  fal- 
vation  !” 

“ Now  get  acquaintance  with  God.  The  little 
acquaintance  I have  had  with  God  within  thefe 
two  days,  has  been  better  than  ten  thoufand 
times  the  pains  I have  been  at  all  my  life  about 
religion.  It  is  good  to  have  him  to  go  to,  when 
weave  turning  our  face  tothe  wall.  He  is  known 
in  Sion  for  a fure  refuge,  a very  prefent  help  in 
trouble.” 

“ What  a flrange  hardnefs  there  is  in  the 
hearts  of  men  ? But  whether  they  will  hear,  or 
whether  they  will  forbear,  it  is  our  duty  to 
fpeak  ; and  when  we  are  dead  and  gone,  what 
we  fpoke  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  may  take 
hold  of  them.” 

To  his  elded  child  be  fail,  “ Ah,  Margaret , 

you. 
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you  feem  fometimes  to  have  convi&ions  from 
God.  Beware  of  them ; they  are  the  moil 
dangerous  things  you  ever  meddled  with.  Each 
of  them  is  God’s  meffenger  ; and  if  you  defpife 
the  meffenger  of  God,  h«  will  be  avenged  of 
you;” 

i o a m'inifter  who  came  in  he  faid,  “ I am 
waiting  forthe  falvatiun  of  God.”  He  antwered, 
If  the  Lord  wouldfpare  you  it  would  be  a mer- 
cy to  this  place.”  He  replied,  “ What  can  a 
poor  wretch  fignify  ? I could  do  nothing : I 
fignify  nothing.  But,  I tell  you,  brother, 
what  I have  thought  of  long  ; I fear,  from  the 
taking  off  the  fervanis  of  God  at  this  time, 
that  there  is  like  to  be  a general  overflowing 
confumption,  running  over  not  only  this,  but 
all  the  reformed  churches.” 

To  the  apothecary  he  faid,  “ Study  religion 
in  youth:  when  you  come  to  be  as  I am, 
you  will  find  no  comfort  without  it.  I give 
you  this  as  a folemn  warning  from  God  ; if  you 
come  to  be  hardened  by  the  frequent  fight  of 
men  in  my  fiate,  you  may  come  to  be  hardened 
for  ever.” 

To  three  minifters  he  faid,  " My  dear  bre- 
thren, it  is  purely  from  a fincere  love  to  you, 
that  I prefume  to  fay,  when  God  helped  me  to 
diligence  in  ftudyingand  meditating,  I found  him 
then  remarkably  fhiningupon  me.  There  is  no- 
thing to  be  had  with  a flack  hand.  You  are  in 
an  evil  day.  However,  be  faithul  and  God  will 
A 4 ftrengthen 
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Jirengthen  you  for  his  own  work,  if  you  arg 
faithful  therein.  You  cannot,  it  is  true,  bring 
all  perfons  to  the  Lord,  but  you  may  make- 
iheir  confciences,  will  they,  or  mil  they,  fpeak  for 
the  Lord. 

I repent  continued  he,  I did  not  do  more  for 
him;  but  I have  peace  in  it  ; what  I did,  I did 
infincerity:  he  accepts  of  the  mite.  It  was  the 
delight  of  mv  heart  to  preach  the  gofpel,  and  it 
made  me  fometimes  negleft  a frail  body.  I de- 
fired  to  decreafe,  that  the  bridegroom  might  in- 
creafe,  and  toLe  nothing,  that  he  i light  be  all. 
And  I rejoice  in  his  highnefs. 

* Brethren,  this  is  encourageme  to  you  to 
try  and  go  farther.  Alas!  I L gone  1,0 
length;  but  would  fain  have  gon:  ther:  t e 

hand  of  the  diligent  maketh  rich.  iucli  f y 
much  prayer,  temptations  alfo,  ar  iidintt  de- 
liverances from  temptations,  are  eful  hei  _ s» 
I .was  fond  enough  of  books;  b ;I  mud  lay 
what  God  let  me  fee  of  my  ill  heart,  was  of 
more  ufe  than  all  my  books.”  One  faid, 
“ This  is  to  believe  and  therefore  to  fpeak.” 
He  replied,  “ The  Lord  help  me  to  honour 
him.  . I defire  no  more.  O that  I bad  tbs 
tongues  of  men  and  angels  to  praife  him  ! 
I hope  fhortly,  to  get  a will  to  anfwer  my 
duty,  and  ability  to  anfwer  my  will.  O to 
be  helped  fo,  and  to  fear  always ! How 
foon  fhould  I fall,  if  be  withdrew  ! But  do  not 

dumble. 
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Humble,  Sirs,  though,  I fhould  be  lhaken.  The 
foundation  ftandeth  fure.” 

When  advifed  to  be  quiet  a little,  he  faid, 
“ How  fliould  a man  bellow  his  laft  breath,  but 
in  commending  the  Lord  Jefus  C Hi  ill,  God 
cloathed  in  our  nature,  dying  for  our  fins!”  And 
when  again  preft  to  be  tender  of  his  body,  he 
faid,  “ O but  my  heart  is  full !”  And  then  de- 
firing a minilter  to  pray  for  him,  he  faid,  “ Pray 
that  God  may  have  pity  on  a weak  thing,  that  is 
not  able  to  bear  much  in  the  conflict  !” 

To  two  other  minifters  he  faid,  “ Above  all 
“ fcan  your  own  hearts,  and  make  ufe  of  what 
“ difcoveries  you  get  there,  to  enable  you  to 
“ dive  into  confciences,  to  awaken  hypocrites, 
“ and  to  feparate  the  precious  from  the  vile; 
“ and  to  do  it  with  that  accuracy,  and  caution, 
“ as  not  to  make  fad  the  hearts  which  God  hath 
“ made  glad!” 

“ With  refpeft  to  the  difference  which  this  - 
“ oath  is  like  to  make  among  minifters,  with  the 
“ greateft  earneftnefs  I fay,  whenever  it  begins, 
“ remember,  difference  is  a hot  thing ; there 
“ muft  be  condefcenfion,  tendernefs  and  for- 
“ bearance.  We  muft  not  fly  at  the  balk  What- 
“ ever  apprehenfions  I have,  of  fome  minillers 
“ not  acting  confcientioully,  and  preaching  in 
“ fuch  a way  as  may  do  hurt ; yet  I would  (peak 
“ tenderly,  and  a£l  tenderly  toward  them.  Let 
“ there  be  much  of  the  forbearance  and  meek- 
41  nefs  that  is  in  Jefus.  Follow  peace  : peace  is- 
A 5 M worth.- 
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worth  much:  wound  not  our  church  among 
“ her  enemies.  The  deadly  evil  which  I fear 
“ will  ruin  all,  is,  coldnefs  and  indifferency. 
“ Many  feem  to  try,  how  far  they  may  go  with- 
M out  being  loft ; bat  the  Chriftian’s  rule  is,  to 
“ ftand  at  a diftance.” 

To  him  who  had  fucceeded  him  in  the  parilh 
of  Ceres,  he  faid,  “ That  people  were  my  choice, 
“ to  whom,  with  much  peace  and  pleafure,  I 
“ preached,  as  1 could,  though  not  as  I fliould, 
“ the  gofpel  of  Chrift.  Though  I own,  that  in 
“ all  things  I have  finned  exceedingly  before  the 
“ Lord,  yet  I have  peace,  in  that  with  much 
“ concern  I aimed  at  leading  them  to  the  Lord 
“ Jefus.  Tell  them,  that  I die  rejoicing  in  the 
“ faith  and  profeftion  of  what  I often  preached 
“ to  them,  under  a low  ftate  of  body.  Tell  them, 
“ that  the  gofpel  I preached  to  them,  if  they  re- 
“ ceive  it  not,  will  be  a witnefs  againft  them. 
“ We  are,  like  our  mafter,  fet  for  the  fall  and 
“ rifing  again  of  many.  And  if  we  can  do  no 
“ more,  yet  if  we  be  faithful,  they  ftiall  know, 
“ that  a prophet  hath  been  among  them.” 

* In  the  night-time  he  faid,  “ Tins  growing 
“ weaknefs  of, my  eyes,  is  a ftgn  of  a change 
“ approaching.  It  he  flint  my  eyes  he  will  open 
“ my  eyes:  eye-s  no  more  to  behold  vanity.  But 
I fhall  behold  him  in  righteoufnefs,  and  when 
51  I awake, ' I fhall  be.  fatisfied  with  his  likenefs!” 
*■  Afterwards -he  faid,  “ 11  this  be  the  laft  day 
s‘  of  my  confli61,  I would  humbly  defire  of  the 

41  Lord, 


[ 11  ] 

Lord,  that  he  would  condefcend,  to  be  ten- 
“ der  to  one  that  loves  his  appearing  : that  as  he 
“ has  dealt  wonderfully  with  me  hitherto,  fo  he 
“ may  deal  tenderly  with  me  even  to  the  end,  in 
“ loofing  the  pins  of  my  tabernacle,  and  helping 
“ me  to  honour  him  by  a compofed  refignation 
“ of-myfelf  into  his  hands.” 

When  one  faid,  “ Sir,  I think  you  have  need 
of  reft He  anfwered,  I have  no  need  of 
“ reft,  were  it  not  to  put  me  in  cafe,  to  finiffi 
“ my  courfe  with  joy.  Lo,  here  the  power  of 
“ Chrift’s  death,  and  the  efficacy  of  his  refurrec- 
“ tion  ! I find  the  advantage  of  one  at  the  right- 
M hand  of  God,  v/ho  is  able  to  fave  to  the  utter- 
“ moft ! That  is  the  fight  I long  for  : he  will  but 
“ fhut  my  eyes,  and  open  them  in  glory.  To 
“ have  iny  foul  entirely  fubmiffive  to  him  in  all 
“ things,  that  is  ray  defire.  And,  fo  it  will  be 
“ fhortly  ; then  never  will  there  be  a relufitant 
" thought,  never  one  more  eftranged  thought 
"from  God!” 

*To  one  who  afked,  if  he  was  not  faint,  he 
anfwered,  “ I am  not  faint,  I am  refrefhed  as 
“ with  wine.  O there  is  a fvveet  calm  in  my 
11  foul.  My  defires  are  towards  him,  and  the  re- 
“ merabrance  of  his  name.  Remember  him  l 
“ Why  fhould  not  Iremember  him,  that  remem- 
“ bered  me  in  my  low  condition  ? He  paffed  by 
“ and  faid,  live  ! And  when  he  fays-,  he  gives  life.” 
He  then  defined  to  have  read  the  former  part 
of  the  firft  chapter  of  the  fecond  epiftle  to  the- 
A 6 Corinthians* 
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Corinthians.  And  after  the  9th  and  lolli  verfe: 
were  read,  We  had  the  fentence  of  death  in 
ourflves,  that  we  fiouldnot  truf  in  ourf elves  but 
in  God  which  raiftth  the  dead  : who  delivered 

us  from  fo  great  a death , and  doth  deliver , 
in  whom  we  truf  that  he  will  yet  deliver  us.  He 
faid,  “ Now  there  ’ti's  a!!.  God  hath  delivered 
“ me,  and  I trull  that  he  will  deliver  me,  and 
“ bruife  Satan  fhortly  under  my  feet,  and  I fhall 
“ get  the  vidlory  over  the  cunning  world,  and 
5‘  the  deceitful  heart.  Many  a weary  day  have 
41  I had  with  my  unbelief!  If  I h&d  had  faith  to 
5‘  believe  things  not  feen,  to  believe  that  myhap- 
“ pinefslaynot  in  things  temporal  but  eternal: 
11  if  I had  had  faith’s  abiding  impreffion  realizing 
st  thefe  things,  I fhould  not  have  known  how  to 
“ abide  cut  of  heaven  a moment.” 

* When  he  was  deiired  to  bleep,  he  anfwered,. 
M Thofe  I am  going  to,  Deep  not  day  nor  night, 
!l  but  cry,  Holy,  holy,  holy  1 They  that  wait 
41  on  the  Lord  fhall  renew  their  ftrength,  and 
s‘  mount  up  with  wings  as  of  an  eagle.  I cannot 
« get  my  heart  in  a right  tune,  as  I would  have 
it;  but  it  will  be  fo  in  a fhort  time.”  After 
he  had  Iain  ftiil  a little,  one  faid,  “ You  have 
not  flept.”  He  anfwered,  “ No;  I had  much 
«*  work  ; but  bleffed  be  God,  pleafant  work.” 
Afterwards,  when  his  wife  afked  how  he  was, 
he  faid,  “ My  dear,  I am  longing  for  the  falva- 
<«  tion  of  God,  and  haftening  to  it.”  Then  fee- 
ing her  very  fad,  he  fa-id,  “ My  dear,  encourage 
•*  yourfelf ; here  is  a body  going  to  clay,  and  a 

54  foul 
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« foul  going  to  heaven  ; where  I hope  you  are- 
“ to  come.” 

* g.  Friday,  Sept.  19.  About  five  in  the  morn- 
ing,  when  he  was  defined  to  try  if  he  could  ileep, 
he  anfiwered,  <!  No,  no;  fihould  I lie  here  alto- 
“ gather  ufelefs,?  Should  not  I fpend  the  laft  of 
“ my  flrength,  to  fliew  forth  his  glory  ?”  He 
then  held  up  his  hands  (which  were  much  fwel- 
!.ed)  and  faid,  “ Larne  hands,  and  lame  feet ! 
“ But  fee  a lame  man  leaping  and  rejoicing!” 

* Feeling  fome  pain,  he  faid,  “This  is  one  of 
“ the  fore-runners  of  the  change,  the  great 
“ change.  O when  firall  I be  admitted  to  fee 
“ the  glory  of  the  higher  houfe  ? Infiead  of  that 
“ cloudy  light  of  a created  fun,  to  fee  that  clear 
“ and  perfeft  glory!” 

After  fome  time’s  filence,  he  took  leave  of 
his  wife  and  children,  faluting  and  fpeaking- 
to  them  all,  one  by  one.  Then  he  faid,  “ A 
kind  and  affeflionate  wife  you  have  been  to  me. 
The  Lord  blefs  you,  and  he  lhall  blefs  you,” 
To  a minifler  that  came  in,,  he  faid,  “ Brother, 
I am  upon  a piece  of  trying  work..  I am  part- 
ing with  my  wife  and  children.  I am  refolved, 
I blefs  his  name ; though  I have  had  one  of  the 
bell  of  wives,,  yet  fire  is  no  more  mine,  but  the 
Lord’s.” 

* Then  to  his  fom  he  faid,  “ God  blefs  the 
lad,  and  let  my  name  be  named  upon  him.  But 
O,  what  is  my  name  ! Let  the  name  of  the  Lord 
be  named  upon  him.  Tell  the  generation  foL 

lowing. 
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lowing,  how  good  God  is,  and  hand  down  thfj 
teftimony.” 

After  that,  he  fpoke  to  his  fervants  and  faid, 

“ My  dear  friends,  make  religion  your  bufinefs. 

I charge  you  all,  beware  of gracelefs  mailers; 
feek  to  be  with  them  that  fear  the  Lord.” 

Then  he  faid,  “ Here’s  a demonstration  of 
“ the  reality  of  religion  ; and  that  I a poor, 
“ weak,  timorous  man,  once  as  much  afraid  of 
“ death  as  any  : I that  have  been  many  years 
“ under  the  terrors'or  death,  come  now,  in  the 
“ mercy  of  God,  and  by  the  powrnr  of  his  grace, 
“ compofedly  and  with  joy  to  look  death  in  the 
“ face.  I have  fecn  it  in  its  palenefs,  and  in  all 
“ its  circumllances  of  horror.  I dare  look  it  in 
“ the  face  in  its  mod  ghaflly  fhape,  and  hope 
44  within  a while  to  have  the  viclory.” 

He  then  faid  to  fome  miniders,  “ My  brethren, 
“ I have  been  giving  up  my  wife  and  children 
“ to  God.  I am  upon  the  wing  for  eternity; 
41  but  glory  to  God,  I know  in  whom  I have  be- 
“ lieved.” 

* Then  he  faid,  “ Dear  brethren,  will  you 
“ fpeak  a word  to  onethat  longs  to  hear  of  him  r 
“ O I love  to  hear  the  gofpel,  I love  to  preach 
44  it : Tis  a joyful  found,  a fweet  found*  I 
44  love  to  hear  of  his  name.  His  name  is  as 
44  ointment  poured  forth.  I love  to  live 
44  preaching  Chrid;  and  I love  to  die  preaching 
44  Chrid. 
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After  that  he  faid,  “ Brethren,  I take  this  op«» 
ct  portunity  to  acknowledge  your  tendernefs  to 
“ me,  who  am  unworthy  of  it  in  many  refpe&s. 
“ I can  fay,  I defired  to  live  in  love  with  you, 
“ and  blefs  God,  there  was  harmony  among  us. 
“ The  Lord  blefs  you  and  your  labours : the 
“ Lord  himfelf  multiply  bleffings  on  you  and 
“ your  families,  and  fupport  you  againfl  all 
“ difcouragements.”  Then  to  one  of  them 
he  faid,  “ My  dear  friend,  fhew  kindnefs  to 
my  dear  wife,  and'  children.  I recommend 
“ her  to  your  care ; fhe  has  been  the  friend  of 
“ my  bofom,  the  wife  of  my  youth,  a faithful 
“ friend.”  Afterward  he  faid,  “ Let  patience 
“ have  its  perfeft  work.  My  foul  longs  more 
than> they  that  wait  for' the  morning.  Lord 
“ Jefus  make  hafle,  until  the  day  break,  and  the 
“ fhadows  flee  away  !” 

After  this,-  at  his  defire,  a paper  was  read 
over,  which  he  had  dictated  fome  days  before. 
This  he  owned  before  feveral  witnefles,  and  de- 
filed them  to  atteft.it.  The  tenor  whereof  fol- 
lows. 

Having  before  fo  difpofed  of  my  worldly  con- 
cerns, as  I judged  expedient  for  my  family;  I 
thought  myfelf  bound,  moreover,  by  this  latter 
will,  to  declare  my  fentiments  as  to  religion; 
being  through  the  mercy  of  God,  in  the  full  and 
compofed  exercife  of  my  reafon,  although  very 
weak  in  body.  - 
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Firjl,  then,  I acknowledge,  I came  into  the 
world  a defiled  branch  of  apoflate  Adam,  under 
the  guilt  of  his  fin,  and  tainted  with  the  pollu- 
tion of  fin  derived  from  him;  having  a heart  full 
of  alienation  from,  and  enmity  againft  God:  iir 
a word,  a child  of  wrath,  an  heir  of  hell.  And 
long  did  I follow  the  bent  of  this  corrupt  nature, 
going  on  from  ill  to  worfe:  indeed  I had  ruined 
myfelf,  and  could  do  nothing  lor  my  own  reco- 
very; and  muft  have  been  everlafiingly  loft,  if 
God  in  tender  mercy  had  not  looked  upon  me. 

I muft,  on  the  other  hand,  blefs  God  who 
call  my  lot  in  a land  where  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  is 
revealed  ; who  fo  ordered  it,  that  I was  born  of 
religious  parents,  and  by  them  was  ferioully  de- 
voted to  him.  And  whereas  I early  fubjefted 
myfelf  to  other  lords,  I adore  God,  that  by  his 
word  and  his  fpirit,  he  ceafed  not  to  ftrive  with 
me,  until  in  the  day  of  his  power  he  made  me 
chearfully  return  to  the  God  of  ray  fathers. 

I blefs  God,  that  when  I flood  trembling  un- 
der the  terrors  of  his  law,  he  feafonably  fnatched 
me  from  defpair,  by  difcovering  the  blefled  way 
of  falvation  for  feif-deftroyed  Tinners  through  a 
dying  Saviour.  ’Tis  he  alone  who  muft  anfwer 
for  me.  Without  him  I am  undone.  On  him 
the  efficacy  of  his  fufferings,  the  power  of  Ins  re- 
firrreftion,  and  of  his  whole  mediation,  as  re- 
vealed in  the  gofpel,  do  I build  all  my  hope. 

I blefs  God  that  ever  he  honoured  fuch  a fin- 
iul,  unworthy  worm,  to  preach  the  glorious  gof- 
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pel  ef  his  Son.  I confefs  I have  but  ill  managed 
this  glorious  trull,  but  have  been  a Tinner  in  all 
I did  exceedingly.  Yet  fo  far  as  I know  my  own 
heart,  it  was  the  life  of  my  life,  to  preach  Chrifl 
crucified  ; nor  durlt  I deal  coldly  and  indifferently 
in  a matter  whereon  I knew  depended  both  my 
own  and  my  hearers  falvation.  And  I muft  bear 
tefiimony  to  my  mailer,  that  he  never  bid  me  go- 
any  part  of  my  warfare  upon  my  own  charges. 
If  I was  llraitened,  it  was  in  my  own  bowels  ; but 
when  I freely  gave  what  I had  freely  received,  I 
never  wanted  feed  for  fowing,  and  bread  for  the 
eater,  nor  (I  hope)  a blelfing. 

I defire  to  join  my  infignificant  tefiimony  to 
that  of  the  glorious  cloud  of  witnelfes,  that  the 
gojpel  is  the  power  of  God  unto  falvation , to  every 
one  that  believeth  ; that  the  way  of  holinefs  is 
the  way  of  pleafantnefs  and  peace  ; and  the 
ordinances  of  the  gofpel,  are  the  effeflual  means 
of  communion  and  fellowfhip  with  the  Father 
and  the  Son. 

Indeed  all  in  God’s  way,  and  in  his  word, 
is  glorious,  honourable,  and  like  himfelf : he 
needs  none  of  our  teltimonies  ; but  it  is  the 
leaft  we  can  do  to  celebrate  his  praifes.  I 
therefore  being  in  fome  fenfe  obliged,  take  this 
folemn  occafion,  before  all  the  world,  to  acknow- 
ledge thefe,  among  many  other  obligations,  I 
have  received  from  him.  And  to  bequeath,  as  my 
lafi  legacy  to  my  family,  this  advice,  to  chafe 

the 
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the  Lord  for  their  God  : for  he  hath  beerr  my  fa- 
ther’sGod,  the  God  both  of  my  wife’s  predeceifors 
and  mine.  We  hope  he  hath  been  our  God.  And  I 
recommend  him  to  my  children,  folemnly  charg- 
ing them,  as  they  will  anfwer  it  at  the  laft  day,  to 
make  it  their  find  care,  to  feek  peace  with  God, 
and  reconciliation  through  Chrill  crucified  ; and 
being  reconciled,  to  make  it  their  perpetual 
fludy  to  pleafe  him  in  all  things.  It  is  my  repeat- 
ed charge  to  you  all,  follow  God  ; follow  him 
early,  follow  him  fully.  I have  oft  devoted  you, 
as  I could,  to  God  ; and  there  is  nothing  I have 
fo  much  at  heart  as  to  have  this  ftand,  that  ye 
may  indeed  be  the  Lord’s.  O that  God  himfelf 
may  determine  your  tender  hearts  to  feek  him 
early,  and  he  will  be  a good  portion,  and  fee 
well  to  you. 

As  for  my  body,.  I commit  it  to  the  dull  un- 
der the  care  of  the  keeper  of  I-frael ; expefting 
and  hoping  that  that  quickning  fpirit,  who  is  the 
fpirit  of  the  head,  and  aftuates  all  the  members 
of  his  myftical  body,  will  in  due  time,  quicken 
my  mortal  body  : and  for  my  fpirit,  I commit 
it  unto  the  Lord  Jefus,  with  whom  I have  entrufl- 
ed  it  long  ago  : and  I will  end  with  Stephen , 
crying,  Lord  Jefus,  receive  my  fpirit. 

Tho.  Haliburto.v. 

3.  Soon  after  he  faid,  “ I confefs  God  has 
been  beating  me  in  a mortar  this  long  time ; but 

he 
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he  has  been  doing  much  work.  My  foul  is  even 
as  a weaned  child.  I am  loofed  from  all  my 
enjoyments.  My  heart  is  difengaged  even  from 
my  deareft  wife  and  children,  but  I have  put 
them  in  a good  hand.’’ 

To  a friend  he  faid,.  “ There  is  a fweet  com- 
pofure  in  the  Lord.  The  beams  of  the  houfe 
are,  as  goodly  cedar.  Lam  laying  down  my  ta- 
bernacle to  refume  it  again.  O for  grace  to  be 
faithful  unto  death!  After  we  have  gone  through 
many  things,  we  have  hill  need  to  wait  on  God 
till  the  laft.  For  he  that  enduretk  to  the  end,  the 
fame Jhall  be  faved. 

Then  he  faid  to  the  phyfician,  “ I fancy  my 
feet  are  growing  cold  : yea  all  the  parts  of  this 
body  are  going  to  ruin;  You  may  believe  a man 
ffepping  into  eternity.  I am  not  afting  as  a fool. 
I have  weighed  eternity  this  night.  I have  look- 
ed on  death  in  every  circumftance  that  is  terri- 
ble to  nature.  And  under  the  view  of  all  thefe, 
I found,  that  in  the  way  of  God  there  is  not 
only  a rational  fatisfaflion,  but  a power  that  en- 
gages and  rejoices  the  heart.  I have  narrow 
thoughts  : I am  like  to  be  overwhelmed,  arid, 
I know  not  where  I ain,  when  I think  on  what 
I am  to  be,  and  what  I am  to  fee.  I have  long 
defired  and  prayed  for  it.” 

* Some  time  after  he  faid,  “ O firs,  I dread 
mightily,  that  a rational  fort  of  religion  is  com- 
ing in  among  us,  a religion  that  confifts  wholly 
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in  moral  duties  and  ordinances,  without  the  pen;- 
tr  oj  godline fs,  a way  of  ferving  God  which  is 
mere  deTm,  having  no  relation  to  Jefus  Chrifl 
and  the  Spirit  of"  God.” 

To  a minifter  that  came  from  Edinburgh,  he 
faid,  “ Come  and  fee  your  friend  in  the  bell 
cafe  you  ever  faw  him  in,  longing  for  a deli- 
verance, and  hailing  to  the  coming  of  the  day 
of  God.  I fent  for  you,  to  encourage  you  to 
preach  the  gofpel  in  an  ill  world,  and  to  Hand 
by  Chrift,  who  had  been  io  good  to  me.  This 
is  the  bell  pulpit  that  ever  I was  in.  I am  now 
laid  on  this  bed  for  this  end,  that  I may  com- 
mend my  Lord.” 

6.  Saturday,  Sept.  20.  In  the  morning  when  a 
mini  Her  alked  ho  w he  was,  he  anfwered,  “ I 
am  compoied,  waiting  for  him.”  He  replied, 
“ You  fee  how  kindly  he  deals  with  you:  he 
gives  you  both  heavenly  exercife  and  heavenly 
enjoyments : he  deals  fo  tenderly  with  you,  that 
you  have  little  to  do  but  to  praife.”  He  anfwer  d, 
“ I have  reafon  toTlefire  the  help  of  all  to  prai  e 
him.  Blefs  the  Lord,  O my  foul,  -and  all  that 
is  within  me,  magnify  his  holy  name  :* 

To  fome  entering  the  room,  he  faid,  “ T ou 
are  all  very  welcome.  I am  taking  a little  wine 
for  refrefltroent.  In  awhile,  I fhall  have  new 
wine  in  the  kingdom  of  his  glory.  I date 
fear ce  allow  my  thoughts  to  fix  direftly  upon 
it.  I mull  look  afide  left  I be  overwhelmed. 

But 
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But'  I rauft  fpeak  of  him  who  hath  done  wonder- 
ful things  for  me,  and  kept  me  in  a perfeft  calm. 
Verily,  light  is  Town  for  the  upright,  and  glad- 
nefs  for  the  true  cf  heart.  O when  fhall  I con- 
ceive aright  of  glory!  I cannot  order  mv  fpeech 
now,  becaufe  of  darknefs ! I long  to  behold  it, 
but  I will  wait  till  he  comes.  I have  experi- 
enced much  of  his  goodnefs  fince  1 lay  on  this 
bed.  I have  found  that  tribulation  worketh  ex- 
perience, and  experience  patience,  and  patience 
hope.  And  I have  found  : he  love  oi  God  ihed 
abroad  m my  foul.”  Then  turning  to  Ins  wife, 
he  faid,  “ My  dear,  encourage  younelf  in  the 
hope,  that  under  the  conduct  of  the  fame  cap- 
tain of  fafvation,  you  will  come  thither  alfo. 
Call  yourfelf  and  your  family  upon  the  Lord. 
Encourage  yourfelf;  God  liveth.  Blelfed  be  my 
Redeemer,  the  rock  of  my  fajvation  !” 

* Then  he  faid,  11  Who  is  like  unto  him  ? 
O,  what  has  he  allowed  me  this  night ! I know 
now  the  meaning  of  that,  Whatfoever  ye  lhall 
afk  in  my  name,  ye  {hall  receive  -it.  The  Lord 
hath  even  allowed  me  to  be  very  minute  in  every 
circu-m fiance.  Many  a day  have  I feared,  how 
I fhould  get  through  the  valley  of  tire  fhadow  of 
death  : but  now  I fear  net.  JkleiTed  be  God, 
who,  fince  I laid  down  here,  hath  carried  on  a 
work  of  fanftification  far  in  my  foul,  that  makes 
me  meet  for  heaven  ! Young  as  I am,  I die  old 
and  fatisfied  with  days.  The  child  is  going  to 
die  an  hundred  years  old.  1 am  like  afhock 
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of  corn,  fully  ripe.  But,  O,  I have  been  under 
a bright  fun,  in  a day  when  the  fun  of  righte- 
oufnefs  Pnone,  and  I have  had  glorious  fhowers.” 

After  a little  filence  he  faid,  “ I have  flcpt, 
and  am  refrelhed.  And  now  what  {hail  I fay  ? 
I can  fay  no  more  to  commend  the  Lord  ; not 
for  want  of  matter,  but  of  words.  Well,  Sirs, 
you’ll  meet  with  difficulties;  but  this  may 
encourage  you,  you  fee  God  owns  his  fervants 
own  him,  and  defpife  what  his  enemies  can 
do  againft  them  ? — God  has  kept  my  judg- 
ment for  the  bell  piece  of  work  I ever  had. 

0 what  of  God  do  I fee  ! I never  faw  any 
thing  like  it.  The  beginning  and  end  of  religion 
are  wonderful  fweet.”  One  faid,  “ God’s  deal- 
ing with  you  has  been  very  uncommon.  ’ He 
anfwered,  “ Very  uncommon  indeed,  if  you 
knew  all  that  I know.  But  therein  is  the  excel- 
lency of  his  power  feen,  in  that  he  maketh  the 
weak  fir  ng.” 

A while  after  he  faid  to  thofe  about  him,  “ O 
this  is  the  molt  honourable  pulpit  I was  ever  in  ! 

1 am  preaching  the  fame  Chrift,  the  fame  holi- 
nefs,  the  fame  happinefs  I did  before.  I have 
much  fatisfaftion  in  that.  I am  not  afhamed 
of  the  gofpel  I have  preached.  I was  never 
.alhamed  of  it  in  all  my  days ; and  I am  not 
alhamed  of  it  at  the  laft.  Here  am  I,  a weak 
man,  in  the  hand  of  the  king  of  terrors,  rejoiL- 
ing  in  hope  of  the  glory  that  (hall  be  revealed; 
and  that  by  the  death  and  refurreftion  of  a def- 
-pifed  Chrift.  When  the  beginning  of  this 
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trouble  was  upon  me,  I aim’d  (as  my  ftrengtls. 
would  allow]  at  that,  Jliezu  me Joine  token jor  good', 
and  indeed  I think,  God  hath  fhewed  me  a to- 
ken for  good.” 

Then  perceiving  his  fpirits  faint,  he  faid, 
* Come  Lord  Jefus,  receive  my  fpirit,  flutter- 
ing witlnn  my  breaft  like  a bird  to  be  out  of  a 
fnare. — When  fhall  I hear  him  fay,  The  winter 
is  paft  ; arife  my  love  and  come  away  ? Come 
and  take  me  by  the  hand,  That  I Humble  not  in 
the  dark  valley  of  deatli  ! 

Then  he  aeflred  a nrinifter  to  pray  ; and  after 
prayer  faid,  “Lord,  I wait  for  thy  falvation.  I 
wait  as  the  watchman  watcheth  for  the  morning. 
I am  weary  with  delays  ! O why  are  his  chariot 
wheels  fo  long  a coming  ! I am  flick  of  love.  I 
am  faint  with  delay  l” 

Then  he  faid,  “ draw  the  curtains  about  me, 
and  let  me  fee  what  he  has  a mind  to  do  with 
me  And  after  a while,  “ Whence  is  this  to 
me  P There  is  a flrange  change  within  this  half 
hour.  Ah,  I am  like  to  be  fhipwrecked  to 
health  again  ? O what  fort  of  providence  is 
this  ? I was  in  hopes  to  have  been.at  my  journey’s 
end  : and  now  I am  detained  by  .a.crofs  wind. 
I defire  to  be  patient  under  his  hand  ; but  he 
mull  open  my  heart  to  glorify  him,  O pray  for 
me  ; pray  for  me  ; that  none  who  fear  him  may 
be  alhamed  on  my  account.” 

To  the  apothecary  he  faid,  “ I thought  to 
have  been  away,  but  I am  come  back  again. 

I was 
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I was  glad  to  be  gone  ; yet  I am  not  wearied.  He 
has  not  allowed  a fretting  thought.  My  pain  is 
m'eat  ; but  I am  enabled  to  bear  it.  O I am  a 
monument  of  the  power  of  God.  My  great  defire 
has  been  thefe  many  ) ears,  to  fuffer  f<>r  the  truth 
of  our  reh'gion.  And  now  God  has  given  me 
the  greatefl  honour  to  be  a living  witnefs  to  it. 
I am  a monument  that  we  have  not  followed 
cunningly  devifed  fables.  1 fliall  be  at  heaven 
fhortly,  by  the  word  of  my  teftiiaony,  and  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb.’’  Then  to  a citizen  he,  faid, 
“ There  are  but  few  names  in  this  place,  that 
fet  their  faces  heavenward.  But  be  you  encour- 
aged to  go  on  : you  have  been  a kind  neighbour; 
the  Lord  blefs  you  and  your  family.  They 
that  are  planted  in  the  houle  of  the  Lord,  fhall 
flourifh  in  the  courts  of  our  God.  Here  is  an 
evidence  of  it.  Laft  winter  I thought  I was 

0- ointi  to  be  caft  out  as  a withered  branch, 
and  now  the  dead  flock  that  was  cut  has  bud- 
-ded  again,  and  grown  a tall  cedar  in  Lebanon. 

Then  he  faid  to  the  miniflers,  *'  I defire  to  hear 
-ihe  word  read,  the  word  preached.  Many  times, 
v;hen  I thought  on  the  worthies  of  old,  I faid 

1-  was  born  out  of  due  time:  hut  now  I think 
I am  born  in  due  time  ; for  I fhall  fee  Jefus  ! Jefus 
that  delivers  from  the  wrath  to  come.  I fhall  fee 
Elijah  and  Mofes,  the  great  old  tellament  pro- 
phets. I fhall  fee  the  two  great  mediators,  the 
type  and  the  antitype.  The  three  difciplesgot  a 
gloriaas  fight  of  Chrifl  in  his  transfiguration,  to 
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confirm  their  faith  againft'the  obje&ions  cf  the 
unbelieving.  Was  he  defpifed  as  a mere  man 
and  his  godhead  difowned  ? Lo,  here  he  appears 
in  divine  majefty  .and  glory ! Did  they  fay  he 
was  againft  the  law  ? Lo,  here  Mojes,  by  whom 
the  law  was  given,  adoring  him.  Did  they  fay, 
he  was  not  the  Meffiah  foretold  by  the  prophets  ? 
Lo,  here  Elijah  the  moil  zealous  of  them,  own- 
ing and  honouring  him.  Was  he  reproached  as 
a deceiver  of  the  people?  Lo,  the  voice  from 
heaven  faith,  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom 
I am  well  pleafed  : hear  ye  him.  Yet  this  fight 
was  of  fhort  continuance.  But  in  heaven  we 
ill  all  have  an  abiding  fight.  We  fhall  then  be- 
hold his  glory ; and  we  (hall  be  like  unto  him  ; 
for  we  firall  fee  him  as  he  is. — 

O ! I am  full  of  matter  ! I know  not  where  to 
begin  or  end.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  hath 
been  mighty  with  me!  O,  the  book  of  God  is  a 
{fran^e  book  ! ’Tis  written  within  and  without. 
I never  ftudied  it  to  the  half  of  what  I fhould  : 
but  now  God  hath  given  me  much  of  it  together. 
- — Never  was  I more  uneafy  in  my  life  : and  yet 
I was  never  more  eafy.  All  my  bones  are  ready 
to  break  ; my  hand  is  a burden  to  me  ; and  yet 
all  is  eafy  !” 

* Then  to  his  wife,  he  Laid,  “ O my  fweet 
bird,  are  you  there  ? I am  no  more  yours.  I 
am  the  Lord’s.  I remember  on  the  day  I took 
you  by  the  hand,  I thought  on  parting  with  you. 
But  I knew  not  how  to  get  my  heart  off  of  you 
Vol.  XI.  B again : 
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again : yet  now  I have  got  it  done.  Will  you 
not  give  me  to  the  Lord,  my  dear?  ’ Then  fee- 
ing her  very  fad,  he  faid,  “ My  dear,  do  not 
weep  : you  fhould  rather  rejoice  : rejoice  with 
me,  and  let  us  exalt  his  name  together.  1 (hall 
be  in  the  fame  family  with  you:  but  you  rauil 
flay  a little  behind  and  take  care  of  God': 
children.” 

* When  wakened  put„of  deep,  he  faid,  “ I 
ain  now  hand  in  hand,  grappling  with  my  lafl 
enemy  : and  I find,  he  is  a conquerable  enemy; 
Yea,  I am  more  than  conqueror.”  One  faid, 
“A  {Lange  champion  indeed!”  Heanfwered,  I? 
Not  I,  but  the  grace  of  God  that  is  in  me.  By 
the  grace  of  God  I am  what  I am  ; and  the  God 
of  peace  hath  bruifed  Satan  under  my  feet. 
I have  often  wondered  how  the  martyrs  could 
dap  their  hands  in  the  fire  : I do  not  wonder  at 
it  now.  I cotdd  dap  my  hands,  though  you 
held  burning  candles  to  them,  and  think  it  no 
hard  fir  ip,  though  the  flames  were  going  about 
them.  And  yet,  were  the  Lord  withdrawn',  I 
fhould  cry  and  not  be  able  to  bear  it,  if  you  but 
touched  my  foot.” 

Sunday,  Sept.  21.  About  three  in  the  morn- 
ing he  faid,  “ And  is  it  the  fabbath  then  ? This 
isthe  bed  fabbath  I ever  had.  On  a fabbath  night 
my  George  went  to  his  reft : I bellowed  him  on 
God  : bleiTed  be  his  name  ; and  he  made  me 
content.  I would  have  given  him  all  my  child- 
ren 
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ren  that  way  ; and  I hope  it  (hall  he  To  : bleffed 
be  his  name  !” 

* After  a little  paufe  he  faid,  “ Shall  I forget 
Sion  ? Then  let  my  right-hand  forget  her  cun- 
ning. Q,  to  have  God  returning  to  his  church, 
and  his  work  going  on  in  the  world ! If  every 
drop  of  my  blood,  every  atom  of  my  body,  every 
hair  of  my  head,  were  men,  they  fhould  all  go 
to  the  fire,  to  have  this  going  on,” 

* After  that  he  faid,  “ I could  not  believe  that 
I could  have  borne,  and  borne  chearfully  this  rod 
fo  long.  This  is  a miracle,  pain  without  pain, 
Blelfed  be  God  that  ever  I was  horn.  I have  a 
father,  a mother,  and  ten  brethren  and  fibers  in 
heaven,  and  I fhall  be  the  eleventh.  O bleffed 
be  the  day  that  ever  I was  born  ! O if  I were 
where  he  is!  And  yet  for  all  this,  God’s  with- 
drawing from  me,  would  make  me  as  weak  as 
water.  All  which  I enjoy,  though  it  be  miracle 
upon  miracle,  would  not  make  me  band  without 
new  fupplies  from  God.  The  thing  I rejoice  in 
is,  that  God  is  altogether  full,  and  that  in  Jefus 
Chrib  there  is  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead.” 

Then  to  his  wife  he  faid,  “ O wait  upon  him  ; 
for  he  is  a good  God  to  all  that  ferve  him.  He 
never  takes  any  thing  from  them,  but  he 
gives  them  as  good  or  better  back  again.  My 
dear,  we  have  had  many  a fweet  day  together: 
we  mull  part  for  a while ; but  we  fhall  meet 
again,  and  fhall  have  one  work,  the  praifes  of 
God,  and  the  praifes  of  the  Lamb?” 

3 2 
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* Then  to  Come  prefent  he  faid,  Do  )*ou 
think  that  he  will  come  and  receive  the  prifoner 
of  hope  to  day  ? Whether  he  do  it  or  no,  he  is 
holy  and  righteous;  yet,  Icon  fefs,  I Ion  t for  it. 
I do  not  tire.  But  the  hireling  longs  for  his 
wages.  If  in  his  adorable  wifdom  he  try  me  fur- 
ther, holy  and  reverend  is  his  name;  he  is  not 
wanting  tome.  I defire  only  grace  to  be  faith- 
ful unto  death,  until  I come  to  the  land  of  praifes, 
to  thy  gates,  O Jerufalem,  to  give  thanks  to  the 
name  of  the  God  of  Jacob .” 

Then  a miniftcr  afking,  if  he  fhould  pray  ? He 
anfwered,  “ fTa,  yea,  pray  for  me.”  And  after 
prayer  he  faid,  “ This  night  my  fkin  has  burned, 
my  heart  has  panted,  my  body  has  been  bruifed, 
and  there  is  a fore- upon  me,  that  is  racking  my 
fpirit : and  yet  I cannot  fay,  but  the  Lord  flill 
holds  me  in  health  .in  the  midft  of  all.  If  he 
fhould  pleafe  to  continue  me  years  in  this  cafe,  I 
have  no  reafon  to  complain.'’  One  faid,  “ No 
hypocrite  is  able,  in  fuch  a condition,  to  coun- 
terfeit fuch  language.”  He  anfwered,  “ Tis  as 
great  a wonder  to  me,  as  to  any  about  me.  Bro- 
ther, I know  not  whether  I may  defire  you  to 
beg  of  the  Lord,  with  refpeft  to  this  poor  body 
to  fhorten  my  trial,  if  it  be  his  will : the  hireling 
Jon  0's  for  his  wages ; but  I .have  reafon  to  do  it 
with  fubtn idiom 

Ilong  for  a deliverance  from  the  body.  But 
if  God  lengthen  my  trouble,  then  why  not! 
Righteous  is  his  name.  I know  not  what  al- 
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teration  may  be..  I confefs,  I am  like  a bird  on 
the  wing  : and  I would  fain  be  at  Immanuel’ s land, 
where  the  tree  oflife  is. 

* Well,  all  this  is  encouragement  to  you,  to 
acquaint  yourfelves  with  God.  All  thefe  foft 
cloaths  are  like  fackcloth  to  me  ; and  yet  I have 
perfeft  eafe  of  fpirit.  My  breaft  and  my  ftomach 
are  drawn  all  together,  as  it  were  with  cords  ; and 
yet  the  mercy  of  God  keeps  me  compoied.  What 
is  this  ? I could  fcarce  have  believed,  even  tho’ 
I had  been  told,  that  I could  have  kept  in  the 
right  exercife  of  my  judgment,  under  this  rack* 
ing  pain.  Whatever  come  of  it,  this  is  a de- 
monftration  that  there  is  a reality  in  religion  ; 
and  I rejoice  in  this,  that  God  hath  honoured  a 
finful  worm,  fo  as  to  be  a demonftration  of  his 
grace.  My  dear  friends,  while  I live,  I muft 
preach  the  gofpel.  He  has  given  me  awhile  yet 
here,  which  ought  to  be  reckoned  precious,  and 
fo  long  as  it  lafts,  my  work  is  ftill  to  commend 
him.  The  word  fpeaks,  providence  fpeaks  in 
me;  defpife  not  the  gofpel  under  this  new  difco- 
very.  I am  a finner;  fhame  belongs  to  me; 
worthy  is  the  Lamb  to  receive  glory.” 

To  two  minifters  who  flayed  with  him  while 
the  reft  went  to  church,  he  faid,  “ If  my  head 
would  bear  it,  I would  fain  hear  finging.  I do 
not  find  any  change,  and  God  has  in  fome  mea- 
fure  taken  away  my  inclination  to  limit  him,  as 
to  the  h«ur.”  He  then  joined  in  finging  the  lat- 
ter 
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ter  part  of  }he  84th  pfaim  ; and  after  finging  fa  id, 
I always  had  a njilluned  voice,  and  which  is 
worfe,  a miftuned  heart:  but  when  I join  the 
temple  fervice  above,  there  (hall  not  be  one 
firing  of  the  affecfioris  out  of  tune.”' 

To  fome  that  came  from  church  he  faid,  “You 
have  heen  in  the  aifembly  of  God’s  people! 
wherein  communion  with  the  Father  and  Son 
may  be  attained.  Thefe  enjoyments  are  fome  of 
the  me  ft  valuable  >o  Le  had  here,  and  the  way  to 
the  reft  which  remaineth  for  the  people  of  God. 

0 how  amiable  are  thy  tabernacles  even  here! 
But  how  much  more  fo  above,  where  there  is  the 
eagle’s  eye,  that  can  fee  the  glorious  light,  even 
the  light  of  the  Lord  !” 

* Then  to  the  minifters  he  faid,  “ When  this 
trouble  began,  I expended  no  fmile  from  God. 

1 thought  if  I could  fteal  away,  creeping  with 
terrors,  to  be  plunged  into  eternity  with  a perad- 
venture,  it  was  fair.  But  he  hath  taken  me  out 
of  the  miry  clay,  and  fet  my  feet  upon  a rock. 
I am  nothing,  lefs  than  nothing,  a vile  (inner 
but  mercy  does  all.  ’ 

In  the  night  he  caufed  the  fongs  of  degrees  to 
be  read,  and  faid,  “ Thefe  pfalms  are  fo  called 
(fay  fome)  hecaufe  they  were  lung  on  the  fteps 
of  the  flairs  that  led  up  to  the  temple.  And 
what  fitter  to  be  read  to  a poor  firmer,  that  aims 
at  climbing  up  the  hill  of  God,  where  the  great 
temple  of  God  is  ?” 


* 8.  Monday 


'*  8.  Monday,  Sept.  22.  At  half  an  hour  pair 
two,  he  afked  what  hour  it  was,  and  faid,  “ Ear- 
ly in  the  morning  my  friends  fhall  be  acquainted  - 
for  I e.xpedl  this  cough  will  haflen  my  deliver- 
ance. Well,  well ; I fhall  get  out  of  the  dark 
cloud  ; within  a little  I fhall  be  in  Abraham’s  bo- 
fom  ; yea,  in  his,  who  carries  the  lambs  in  his 
bofom  : and  I am  fure  of  goodnefs  and  mercy 
to  follow  me.  O how  good  is  he  to  a poor 
worm!  Lei  us  exalt  his  name  together.  It  is 
the  conlfarit  employ  of  all  above,  day  and  night. 
They  fee  and  fmg;  they  have  a clear  vifion.  O 
when  fhall  I fee  his  face,  who  is  fairer  than  the 
fons  of  men  ! Yea,  who  is  brighter  than  tire  fun 
in  his  ftrength  1” 

To  a fninifter  he  faid,  14  Could  I have  believed 
(but  I am  an  unbeliever}  that  I could  have  had 
this  pleafure  in  this  condition  ? Once  or  twice 
Satan  was  affaulting  my  faith.  I waked  in  a fort 
of  carnal  frame,  and  I thought  I had  loft  my  jew- 
el ; but  now  he  will  ftand  by  me  to  the  end, 
* What  final  1 1 render  to  him?  My  bones  are  riving 
through  my  {kin ; and  yet  all  my  bones  are  praif- 
ing  him,” 

After  ftruggling  with  a defluflion  in  his  throat, 
he  faid : “ This  is  a meflenger  from  God  to  haf- 
ten  me  home.  The  other  clay  I would  have 
gone  away  without  this  glorious  evidence  of  the 
grace  of  God.  But  this  is  more  for  my  advan- 
tage, that  I am  thus  tried  and  comforted.  I 
faid,  Why  are  his  chariot  wheels  fo  long  a com- 
B q ing  ? 
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ing  ? But  I will  not  fay  fo  any  more.  Yet  a 
little  while,  and  he  that  fhall  come,  will  come, 
and  will  not  tarry.” 

Then  he  faid,  “ If  I fhould  fay  that  I would 
fpeak  no  more  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  it  would 
be  like  a fire  within  my  bread.”  And  fome 
looking  at  him  as  in  amaze,  he  faid,  “ Why 
look  ye  lfedfaflly  on  me,  as  though  by  my  might 
or  power  I were  fo  ? Not  I,  bat  the  grace  of 
God  in  me.  ’Tis  the  Spirit  of  God  that  fup- 
ports  me.” 

To  his  wife  he  faid,  “ Be  not  difcouraged,  my 
dear,  at  the  unavoidable  confequences  of  nature, 
!Tis  an  evidence  that  there  is  but  a very  little 
time  more,  and  death  will  be  fwallowed  up  in 
vi£iory  : the  body  will  be  fhaken  in  pieces,  and 
yet,  blefled  be  God,  my  head  is  as  compofed  as 
it  was  before  my  ficknefs. 

* Then  to  fome  prefent  he  faid,  “ My  moif- 
ture  is  much  exhaufted  this  night,  but  the  dew  lies 
all  night  on  my  branches,  the  dew  that  waits  not 
for  man,  nor  tarries  for  the  fons  of  men.  O 
what  cannot  grace  do  ? How  have  I formerly 
repined  at  the  hundredth  part  of  this  trouble  ! 
O Ifudy  the  power  of  religion  ! !Tis  the  power 
of  religion,  and  not  the  name,  will  give  the  com- 
fort I find.  I have  peace  in  the  midlt  of  pain. 
And,  O how  much  of  that  I have  bad  for  a 
time  pad  ! My  peace  has  been  like  a river,  not 
a difcompofed  thought.  There  have  been  fome 
little  fuggedions,  when  my  enemies  joined  in 
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a league  together,  and  made  their  great  afiault 
upon  me.  I had  then  one  alTault,  and  I was  like 
to  fall.  But  fince  the  Lord  rebuked  them, 
there  is  not  a difcompofed  thought,  hut  all  is 
calm.” 

To  a gentlewoman  he  faid,  “ You  are  come 
to  fee  your  old,  dyin;1  friend  ; a wonder  indeed, 
but  a wonder  of  mercy.  I am  preaching  hill, 
and  I would  be  fo  content  to.do,  till  thefe  flefh  and 
hones  were  wrafled  to  nothing.  *Th.e  God  of  glory 
appeared  to  me,  and  the  nrfl  fight  I had  of  him 
was  fuch,  as  won  my  heart  to  him,  fo  as  it  was 
ver  looked.  Many  wandrings  I have  had,  but  I 
was  never  myfelf,  till  I went  back  to  my  center 
again.”  He  then  rattied  a little  in  his  throat, 
and  faid,  “ This  may  be  irkfome  to  you  ; but 
every  mefienger  of  death  is  pleafant  to  me,  and 
I am  only  detained  here,  that  I may  trumpet 
forth  his  praife  a little  longer.” 

* About  noon  be  faid,  “ I was  juft  thinking 
on  the  pleafant  fpot  of  earth  I fhall  get  to  lie  in, 
befide  Mr.  Rutherford,  Mr.  Forrejkr,  and  Mr. 
Anderfon.  I fhall  come  in  as  the  little  one 
among  them,  and  I fhall  get  my  pleafant  George 
in  my  hand  ; and  O,  we  fhall  be  a knot  of  bon- 
ny dull.”  Then  he  faid,  “ It  will  not  be  all  my 
fore  bones,  that  will  make  me  weary  yet  (as  long 
as  God  gives  me  judgment  to  conceive,  and  a 
tongue  to  fpeak)  to  preach  his  gofpel.” 

Then  with  the  utraoft  warmth  he.  broke 
out.  “ Strange,  this  body  is  finking  into,  comip- 
B 5 tion, 
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lion,  and  yet  my  intellectuals  are  fo  lively,  that 
I cannot  fay  there  is  the  lead  alteration,  the  leaft 
decay  of  judgment  or  memorv.  Such  vigorous 
actings  of  my  fp.it it  toward  God,  and  things 
that  are  not  feen  ! But  not  unto  us ; not  unto  us 
which  I muff  have  Hill  on  my  heart,  left  curfed 
felf  (teal  the  glory  from  God  !” 

■ Some  time  after  he  faid,  “ Good  is  the  will  of 
the  Lord.  Every  one  of  thefe  throws  is  good  ; 
and  I mud  not  want  one  of  them  : I muft  not 
Ey  from  my  pod,  but  ftand  as  a centinel,  for 
this  is  my  particular-  work.  This  would  be  hard 
work  without  Chrift  : but  ’tis  eafy  with  him  who 
is  the  captain  of  iny  falvation.” 

. Lie. mentioned  the  pain  in  his  head,  but  faid, 
“ In  a Battle  there  rnuft  be  blood  and  duft.  Eve- 
ry battle  ©f  the  warrior  is  with  confufed  noife, 
and  garments  rolled  in  blood.  ’Tis  meet  I fhould 
pe  fo  hard  put  to  it,  that  I may  know  to  whom 
I owe  ray  ftrength.  O that  I were  at  the  throne 
above,  that  my  glimmering  light  were  -taken 
away,  that  this  unileady  faith  might  terminate 
in  viOon  L 

Then  he  .faid,  “ If  I am  able,  though  I cannot 
fpeak,  I’ll  Chew  you  a fign  of  triumph,  when  I 
am  near  glory  ! 

To  his  wife  he  faid,  11  My  dear  be  not  difcou- 
raged,  though  I fhould  go  away  in  a fainting  fit. 
The  Lord’s  way  is  the  beft  way.  I am  com- 
pofed.  Though  my  body  be -vexed,  my  fpirit  is 
irate  uchech 
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*One  faid,  “Now you  are  putting  your  feal  to- 
that  truth,  that  godlinefs  is  great  gain.  And  1 
hope  you  are  encouraging  yourfelf  in  the  Lord.” 
As  a fign  of  it,  he  lifted  up  his  hands. and 
clapped  them.  And  in  a little  time,  about  teven 
in  the  morning,  he  went  to  the  land,  where  the 
weary  are  at  reft. 
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An  EXTRACT  of  the  LIFE  of 


Monfieur  D E RENTY, 

A late  Nobleman  of  France. 


C H A P.  I. 

Of  his  birth,  marriage,  and  general  way  of  life. 

3,  "Tk  4TR.  Re  Reniy  defcenaed  from  one  of  the 
JAcL  j-noft  noble  houfes  of  Artois.  He  was 
the  only  fon  of  Charles  De  Renty,  and  was  born 
in  the  year  1&11,  at  Beny  in  Low  Normandy. 
There  he  was  brought  up  tili  fix  or  l'even  years 
of  age,  and  then  by  hrs  mother  carried  to  Panst 
where  he  lived  with  her  about  two  years,  till  he 
was  put  into  the  college  ot  Navarre ; whence 
he  was  fent  to  Caen,  till  at  feventeen  he  was  re- 
moved  to  an  academy,  or  fchool  of  genteel  ex- 
^rcifes  at  Paris.  Hie  was  foon  accomplifhed  in 
all  the  exercifes  there  taught:  But  what  then 

pleafed  him  moft  was,  the  mathematics.  Por 

thefe 
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thefe  he  flighted  all  forts  of  diverfions,  till  he  an* 
derftood  them  perfectly,  and  compofed  fome 
books  therein. 

2.  About  this  time  a flationer  whom  he  ufed, 
prefented  him  with  Kempis  of  the  imitation  of 
Chrift ; and  fome  time  after  prefTed  him  to  read 
it,  which  he  had  no  fooner  done,  than  he  felt 
new  thoughts  and  affe&ions,  and  refolved  feri- 
oufly  to  purfue  the  one  thing  needful,  the  work- 
ing out  his  falvation.  And  ever  after  he  fo  ef- 
teemed  that  book,  that  he  always  carried  it 
about  him,  and  made  ufe  of  it  on  all  occafions. 

3.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two,  he  married  Eli- 
zabeth de  Balfac,  daughter  of  the  Count  of  Gra- 
ville,  by  whom  he  had  five  children,  four  of 
which  (two  fons  and  two  daughters)  furvived 
him. 

4.  Having  lived  to  the  age  of  twenty-feven 
years,  it  pleafed  God  to  touch  his  heart  more 
clofely;  and  this  time  he  marked  as  the  begin- 
ning of  his  entire  change,  and  perfedf  confecra- 
tion  to  God’s  fervice  : in  order  whereto,  he  was 
well  convinced  of  the  neceffity  of  a good  guide  ; 
and  God  provided  him  one,  fuel)  as  his  need  re- 
quired, a perfonof  deep  learning,  of  great  piety, 
and  well -experienced  in  the  directions  of  fouls, 
who  had  the  condudl;  of  him  for  twelve  years. 
By  his  advice  he  withdrew  altogether  from  court, 
he  renounced  all  vifits  of  pure  compliment,  and 
all  unnecelfary  employments  to. give  himfelf  up 

to 
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to  thole  which  might  glorify  God,  and  help  his 
neighbour. 

5.  Every  day  before  dinner,  ar.d  again  in  the 
evening,  he  made  an  exaft  fearch  into  his  final- 
left  faults.  He  communicated  three  or  four  times 
a week,  having  ever  an  incredible  efteem  of  the 
holy  Eucharift,  bleffing  and  praifing  God  for  its 
inftitution,  and  exciting  all  men  to  do  the  fame. 
He  was  ufed  to  fay,  “ That  the  great  defign  of 
God  in  the  incarnation,  life,  death,  and  refur- 
reHion  of  his  Son,  was  to  convey  to  us  his  Spirit, 
to  be  unto  us  life  eternal.  And  in  order  to  caufe 
us  to  die  to  ourfelves,  and  live  thereby,  he  gave 
him  to  us  in  this  holy  facrament,  and  with  him 
all  the  bleflings  of  grace,  to  difpofe  us  for  thofe 
of  glory.” 

6.  One  day  in  a week  he  vifited  the  poor  lick, 
people  of  the  great  hofpital  deDieu:  another 
thofe  of  his  own  parifli ; a third  the  prifoners; 
and  in  the  reft  he  ufed  to  meet  at  affemblies  of 
piety.  He  aftembled  his  own  family  every  even- 
ing to  prayers,  and  difcourfed  to  them  every  Sa~ 
tnrday  on  the  gofpel  for  the  next  day.  And  of 
his  children  he  took  more  fpecial  care,  to  en- 
grave deeply  in  them  the  fear  of  God,  and  to 
convince  them  that  the  cufloms  and  maxims  of 
the  world  were  utterly  irreconcilable  to  the  gof- 
pel of  Chrift. 

7.  The  order  he  kept  in  his  journies  was  this : 
in  the  morning,  before  fetting  out,  they  joined 
in  prayer;  after  fetting  out,  the  firft  thing  done 
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was,  the  faying  the  itineranum;  next  was,  the 
figning  the  litanies  of  our . Lord  ; then  followed 
fome  meditation,  and  after  that  a part  of  the  di- 
vine office.  This  being  done  he  entertained  the 
company  with  fome  good  difcourfe.  Beholding 
the  fpacious  extent  of  the  country,  he  would 
fpeak  of  the  immenfity  of  God.  Upon  the  pre- 
fenting  of  any  beautiful  objeff,  he  would  dif- 
courfe of  the  beauty  of  God,  and  in  fo  lively  a 
manner  as  to  touch  the  very  heart.  Approach- 
ing near  the  place  where  they  were  to  dine,  he 
began  his  felf-examination : aud  being  come 
thither,  as  foon  as  out  of  his  coach,  he  went  .to 
the  church,  and  next,  if  there  were  any  in  the 
place,  to  the  hdfpitah  Being  at  his  inn,  the  firft 
tiling  he  did  in  his  chamber  was,  to  caff  bimfelf 
on  his  knees,  and  to  pray  with  great  affe&ion  for 
all  perfons  that  entered  that  place,  and  for  par- 
don of  all  diforders  that  had  been  there  commit- 
ted. If  he  faw  any  thing  offenfive  written  on 
the  walls  or  chimneys,  he  defaced  it,  and  in  the 
place  wrote  fomething  of  inflruftion.  And  al- 
ways before  his  departure  he  endeavoured  to 
give  fome  good  advice  to  the  fervants  of  the 
houfe,  or  to  fuch  poor,,  as  he  could  meet  with, 
that  fo  he  might  not  pafs  through  any  place  with- 
out doing  fome  good  there.  After  dinner,  when 
in  his  coach  again,  he  took  a little  time  for  re- 
colleftion,  then  fuag  the  Vefpers  ; which  done, 
he  wifhed  the  company  to  ufe  fome  ufeful  coq- 
verfation.  About  four  they  fung  the  evening 
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pfalms;  afterward  he  applied  himfelf  to  mental 
prayer;  and  being  come  to  his  inn,  his  exercifes 
were  the  fame  with  thofe  of  the  morning. 

* 8.  A fuller  account  of  his  general  way  of  life 
he  writ  to  his  fecond  direfior,  as  follows  : 

“ I have  delayed  fome  days  after  the  com- 
mand I had,  to  fet  down  the  employing  cf  my 
time,  for  the  better  difcovering  of  fome  things 
therein;  but  I find  nothing  there  of  flrift  order 
becaufe  all  confifls  in  following  the  order  cf  God, 
which  caufes  in  a manner  continually  different 
things,  though  all  upon  the  fame  foundation. 

“ For  my  outward  behaviour,  I ufuafiy  rife  at 
five  (that  is,  after  part  of  the  night  fpcnt  in 
prayer.)  At  my  awakning,  I confider  myfelf 
as  nothing,  before  ihe  majefly  of  God.  I unire 
me  to  his  Son  and  Spirit.  Being  rifen,  I calf 
myfelf  down,  and  adore  the  bleffing  of  the  incar- 
nation, which  gives  us  accefs  to  God  ; and  deli- 
ver up  myfelf  to  the  Holy  Jefus,  to  be  entered 
into  his  Spit  it. 

“ Being  cloathed,  I go  into  the  chapel,  where 
I calf  myfelf  down,  and  adore  God,  abafing  me 
before  him,  and  making  me  the  mod  little,  moft 
naked,  moll  empty  of  myfelf  that  I can;  and  I 
hold  me  thereby  faith,  having  recourfe  to  his  Son 
and  to  his  Holy  Spirit,  that  whatfoever  is  his 
pleafure  may  be  done  by  me. 

“ Between  fix  and  feven  I read  two  chapters 
of  the  New  T'ellament  bare-headed  and  on  my 
knees.  I then  give  place  to  my  affairs;  but  if 
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inhere  be  no  bufinefs  urgent,  I prodrate  myfelf  be- 
fore God  till  I go  to  church.  There  I day  till 
half  an  hour  pall  eleven,  except  when  we  dine 
fome  poor  people,  then  I return  at  eleven.  Be- 
fore dinner  I examine  myfelf,  and  ufe  fome 
prayers  for  the  Church,  and  for  the  propagation 
of  the  faith.  I dine  at  twelve,  and  in  the  while 
have  fomething  read.  Half  an  hour  pad  twelve 
I fp.end  an  hour  with  them  that  have  bufinefs  with 
me.  Then  I go  out  whither  the  order  of  God  fiiall 
dire£l.  Some  days  are  affigned  for  certain  exer- 
c.ifes ; others  are  not.  But  be  it  as  it  will,  I 
endeavour  to  fpend  about  evening  an  hour  in  de- 
votion. About  feven,  after  I have  ufed  fome 
prayers,  we  go  to  flipper.  After  fupper  I in- 
dr.uct  my  children.  At  nine  are  family  prayers, 
after  which  I meditate  till  ten;  and  then  going 
to  my  chamber,  and  recommending  myfelf  to 
rpy  God,  after  fome  fhort  prayers,  I endeavour 
to  repofe. 

" “ As  to  the  order  of  my  interior,  I have  not 
(as  I may  fay)  any  ; for  fince  I left  my  Bre- 
viary., all  my  forms  have  left  me  ; and  now  in- 
dead of  ferving  me  as  means  to  go  to  God,  they 
would  only  be  hindrances.  I bear  in  me  ordi- 
narily an  experimental  verity,  and  a plenitude  of 
the  pefence  of  the  mod  Holy  Trinity,  which  ele- 
vates me  to  a fimple  view  of  God ; and  with 
that  I do  all  that  his  providence  enjoins  me,  not 
regarding  any  thing  for  their  greatnefs  or  little- 
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nefs,  hut  only  the  order  of  God,  and  the  glory 
they  may  render  him. 

“For  the  things  done  in  community,  I often 
cannot  reft  there:  I perform  indeed  the  exterior 
for  the  keeping  of  order ; but  follow  always  my 
interior,  becaufe  when  a man  hath  God,  there  is 
no  need  to  fearch  for  him  elfewhere.  And 
when  he  holds  us  in  one  manner,  it  is  not  for  us 
to  take  hold  of  him  in  another,  and  the  foul 
knows  well  what  unites  it  and  what  multiplies 
and  direfts  it. 

• “ For  the  interior  therefore,  I follow  his  at- 
tractive; and  for  the  exterior  I fee  the  divine 
will,  which  I follow,  with  the  difcernment  of  his 
fpirit,  in  all  fimplicity;  and  fo  I poftefs  by  his 
grace,  in  all  things,  filence  of  fpirit,  a profound 
reverence,  and  folid  peace.  I communicate  al- 
moft  every  day,  perceiving  myfell  ftrongly  drawn 
thereto.  * I continually  give  up  myfelf  to  God 
through  Jefus  Chrift,  worfhipping  him  in  fpirit 
and  in  truth,  loving  him  with  all  my  heart,  with 
all  my  foul,  with  all  mv  mind,  and  with  alb  my 
ftrengtb,  and  feeing  in  all  things  the  conduct  of 
God,  and  adorning  and  following  it.  And  this 
only  abiding  in  my  foul,  all  things  elfe  are  de- 
faced and  blotted  out.  I have  nothing  of  fenfible 
in  me,  unlefs  now  and  then  fome  trarfitory 
touches:  But,  if  any  dare  to  fay  it,  when  I 
found  my  will,  I find  it  fo  quick  and  flaming, 
that  it  would  devour  me,  if  the  fame  Lord  who 
animates  it  (though  unworthy)  did  not  reftrain  it. 
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I enter  into  a heat  and  into  fire,  and  even  to  my 
fingers  ends,  feel  that  all  within  me  fpeaks  for  its 
God,  and  flretcheth  itfelf  forth  in  length  and 
breadth  in  his  immenfiey,  that  it  may  there  dif- 
folve  and  there  lofe  itfelf  to  glorify  him.” 


CHAP.  II. 

His  Humility. 

1.  QT.  Aujlin  well  obferves,  That  poverty  of 
O fpirit  is  nothing  elfe  but  humility:  The 
truly  humble  knowing  themfelves  to  be  nothing 
of  themfelves  but  fin  and  mifery,  to  have  no- 
thing, as  being  at  bed  but  manifold  receivers  of 
the  grace  of  God;  to  be  able  to  do  nothing, 
having  no  power  of  themfelves  even  to  think  a 
good  thought,  and  to  deferve  nothing  but  fhame 
and  contempt,  but  mifery  and  punifhment.  And 
they  are  willing,  yea  defirous,  that  ail  others 
fhould  think  of  them  as  they  do  of  themfelves. 

2.  M.  de  Renty  being  well  convinc’d  that  this 
is  the  foundation  of  all  virtue,  and  that  it  was 
the  proper  virtue  of  Jefus  Chrift,  whom  he  had 
propofcd  to  himfelf  as  his  pattern  in  all  things, 
embraced  it  with  his  whole  affeftion,  gave  him- 
felf  up  to  it  with  all  his  force,  and  pra&ifed  iyn 
its  utmofl  latitude. 
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g,  He  had  fo  low  an  opinion  cf  himfelf,  as  it 
would  be  a difficult  thing  to  exprefs.  The 
greatnefs  of  God,  whenever  he  confidered  it, 
humbled  him  to  an  immeafurable  depth  ; “ A 
mote,  haid  he,  in  the  fun  is  very  little,  but  I am 
far  lefs  in  the  prefence  of  God,  I am  nothing.” 
But  correfting  himreffi,  he  added,  “ Alas  I am 
too  rnuel^;  I am  a finner,  an  anathema  through 
my  crimes.”  To  the  fame  perfon  he  wrote, 

Methinks  I break  myfelf  in  pieces  before  God: 
that  I am  fpoken  of,  that  I have  fo  much  as  a 
name  is  a llrange  thing.”  I have  feen  him  very 
often  (fays  one  that  knew  him  well)  humble 
himfelf,  as  it  were  to  the  centre  of  the  earth, 
while  he  fpoke  to  me  of  God  ; faying,  It  was 
not  for  fuch  a one  as  him  to  fpeak  of  him,  but 
that  he  ought  rather  to  contain  himfelf  in 
filence.” 

* 4.  This  exceeding  low  opinion  he  had  of 
himfelf,  made  him  more  than  once  fay,  with 
tears  in  his  eyes,  “ That  he  was  much  aflonifhed 
at  the  goodnefs  of  men  in  fuffering  of  him,  and 
that  he  could  not  enough  w'onder,  why  every 
where  they  threw'  not  dirt  at  him,  and  that  all 
the  creatures  did  not  bandy  again!!  him.  And 
he  was  perfuaded,  it  was  much  boldnefs  in  him 
to  fpeak,  and  that  men  ffiewed  great  patience  in 
enduring  his  converfation. 

5.  Nor  was  there  any  thing  which  did  not 
ferve  to  increafe  his  humility.  He  abafed  him- 
felf much  in  the  confideration  of  the  weaknefs  of 
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•ur  nature,  of  which  as  he  expreft  it,  “ It  is  im- 
portant' that  a man  have  experience,  that  he 
neither  forget  himfelf,  nor  the  place  he  ought 
to  hold : that  no  flefh  may  glory  in  his  fight ; 
that  being  abafed  and  rendered  as  a thing  that 
is  not  at  all,  Jefus  Chriii  may  be  in  him,  the 
life  of  grace  and  'holinefs,  waiting  for  the  time 
of  our  redemption.” 

6.  But  much  was  he  humbled  by  the  confide- 
ration  of  his  pair  fins  ; In  one  of  his  letters  to  his 
direftor,  he  writes  thus,  my  faults  are  as  one 
great  heap,-  which  I feel  in  myfelf,  obffrufting 
the  light  from  God.  I am  ftrangely  remifs  and 
ungrateful,  I find  much  in  myfelf  to  confound 
and  humble  me.”  In  another,  “ I am  fenfiBle 
of  my  fault,  in  mentioning,  that  I had  placed  a fer. 
vant  in  fuch  a family.  I hada  motion  within  me, 
not  to  have  fpoken  it ; and  yet  it  efcaped  from 
me:  of  which  I am  exceeding  fenfible.  I fhould 
have  been  more  faithful  to  the  Spirit  of  God.” 
And  in  another,  “ I am  as  blind  (or  rather 
more)  in  feeing  my  faults  as  in  other  things. 
Only  in  general,  I have  a deep  fenfe  of  my 
. mi  fiery  : And  I can  fay,  I am  not  ignorant  of 
my  unworthinefs,  and  the  deplorable  corruption 
fin  hath  wrought  in  me.  But  lately  I mentioned 
the  faults  of  a certain  perfon  to  another  that 
knew  of  them  before,  to  make  him  underfland 
that  he  was  in  a better  condition.  But  my  con- 
fidence reproached  me,  that  I might  have  done 
this  without : and  1 confefsl  meddled  loo  much 
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in  that  affair.  „ In  firm,  lama  flraggler  from 
God,  and  a ground  over  run  with  thorns.” 

7,  He  drew  yet  further  matter  of  humiliation 
from  his  rank  and  condition,  and  the  fecular  ad- 
vantages which  it  gave  him.  hie  not  only  clefpi- 
fed,  but  was  afhamed  of  them ; often  groaning 
before  the  majelty.of  God,  and  faying,  “ He 
was  in  theloweff  condition  according  to  the  Spi- 
rit of  jefus  Chrift,  and  that  he  had  great  conlu- 
fton  to  fee  himfelf  in  that  eftate.”  Hence  it  was, 
that  he  folemnly  renounced  his  nobiltf,  and 
gave  it  into  the  hands  of  our  L td  that  he  did 
■not  love  even  for  any  one  to  call  him  Monfieur, 
and  that  he  wholly  declined  the  title  of  Mar- 
quifs  (which  was  proper  to  his  houle)  and  fuf- 
fered  only  that  of  Baron  of  Renty. 

8.  Even  the  gifts  and  graces  of  God  made  him 
more  humble;  thus  producing  their  true  effect, 
which  is,  to  abafe  and  elevate  the  foul  both  to- 
gether, to  raile  it  to  God,  and  abafe  it  to  ttfelf. 
In  whatever  good  was  done  by  him  he  affirmed 
no  (hare  at  all,  but  referred  all  to  God  the  true 
fource.  And  fo  in  the-management  of  all  thofe 
talents,  lie  had  always  his  hands  clean,  with- 
out touching  what  appertaineth  to  God.  Nor 
would  he  therefore  that  any  one  Ihould  conhder 
him  in  what  he  fuid  or  did,  but  regard  God  a- 
lone  therein.  And  to  one  who  muchdefired  a 
vifit  from  him,  he  wrote  thus,  “ I cannot  bear 
the  account  you  make  of  my  vifits  and  fociety. 
Let  us  look  much  upon  God  ; let  us  bind  our- 
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felves  ftriftly  to  Jefus  Chrift,  that  we  may  tears* 
of  him  fully  to  renounce  ourfelves.  O,  my 
■God,  when  will  it  be  that  we  {hall  eye  ourfelves 
no  more,  when  we  (hall  fpeak  no  more  of  our- 
felves, and  v.'hen  all  vanity  {hall  be  delfroyed  !” 
g.  He  likewife  efleemed  himfelf  molt  unwor- 
thy of  any  of  the  grace  or  favours  of  God. 
Of  which  he  fays  to  a friend,  “ The  gifts  of 
God  are  fometimes  fo  great,  that  they  put  us  be- 
yond ourfelves.  As  among  men  if  a poor  man 
receives  a gift  from  a prince,  according  to  the 
grandeur  of  his  own  power,  he  is  utterly  over- 
whelmed, and  can  find  no  words  to  exprefs  his 
acknowledgment:  So  God  gives  blcfhngs  that  go 
beyond  ocr  expectations  or  capacities,  and 
which  make  us  fee  how  unworthy  we  are,  with- 
out daring  to  lift  up  our  eyes;  fo  doth  their 
brightnefs  dazzle,  aud  their  greatnefs  aftoniih 
us.” 

10.  The  fame  opinion  which  he  had  of  him- 
felf be  was  willing,  yea  defirousthat  others  like- 
wife fhonld  have  of  him.”  If  I were  to  wifh 
any  thing,  faid  he,  it  fhould  be,  to  he  much  hum- 
bled, and  to  be  treated  as  an  off-  fcouring  by 
men.”  And  hence  he  received  contempt, 
when  it  came,  not  wiih  patience  only,  hut  with 
jevy  : of  rvhtch  he  gave  an  evident  proof  in  his 
firfl  journey  to  Dijon,  whence  he  thus  wrote  to 
his  director ; 

1 he  reports  here  fpread  concerning  me  are, 
that  i have  nothing  but  artifice  and  fhews  of 
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devotion  ; and  that  I kept  private,  out  of  fear  1} 
coming  abroad  of  difcovering  what  I was.  Moft, 
I find,  even  of  thofe  from  vvhom  I expected 
quite  the  contrary,  have  follicited  againft  me. 
And  hereby  God  hath  (hewn  me  many  favours. 
I have  been  with  them,  and  received  humiliati- 
on with  great  joy.  I have  been  very  wary  of 
opening  myfelf  in  any  thing  that  might  recom- 
mend me  to  them.  I have  only  done  in  my 
bufinefs  what  truth  required;  and  for  any  thing 
elfe,  I have  made  it  matter  of  confufion,  as  I ought. 
I fhall  be  here,  I believe  as  one  excommuni- 
cate, as  the  fcape-goat  of  the  old  law,  driven 
out  into  the  wildernefs  for  my  enormous  fins. 
I defire  only  to  love  God,  and  condemn  my- 
felf.” 

li.  Nor  was  it  only  in  his  words  but  in  his 
aftions  alfo,  that  the  humility  of  his  heart  appear- 
ed. Since  his  entire  dedication  of  himfelf  to 
God,  he  would  not  fuiTer  a culhion  to  be  car- 
ried to  church  for  him  ; but  to  be  there  hid  and 
difregarded,  he  often  mingled  himfelf  among 
mechanics  and  mean  perfons.  He  kept  himfelf 
always  as  much  as  he  could  at  the  lower  end  of 
the  church  ; and  frequently,  if  the  door  was  fliut, 
faid  his  prayers  on  the  outfide  of  it,  that  he 
“ might  not,  as  he  faid,  put  any  to  the  trouble 
of  opening  it  to  a poor  finner.” 

* 12.  During  the  war  at  Paris,  lie  went  himfelf 
to  buy  bread  for  the  poor,  and  carried  through  the 
ftreets  as  much  as  his  ftrength  would  permit.  At 
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the  fame  time  offering  to  take  into  his  care  the 
church  plate  of  a monaftery,  he  prefled  them 
to  let.  him  carry  it  to  his  lodging,  (which  was  two 
miles  thence)  and  on  foot  as  he  was,  a very 
large  and  weighty  piece.  And  being  defired  that 
when  he  did  them  the  favour  to  vifit  them  a- 
gain,  he  would  come  in  his  coach,  by  reafon 
of  the  diftance  ; he  anfwered,  “ he  did  not  love 
to  make  ufe  of  a coach,  he  mufl:  endeavour  to 
make  himlelf  in  every  thing  very  little.”  He 
went  therefore  thither  on  foot,  and  returned  at 
five  or  fix,  in  the  fhorteft  days,  fometimes  in 
thawing  weather.  And  being  told  of  the  pains 
he  took,  he  replied,  “ Our  Lord  took  pains  in 
a far  other  manner.” 

13.  When  he  was  aflifling  with  his  own  hand 
in  the  repairing  of  one  of  his  houfes,  he  thus 
exprefied  himfelf: 

“ Blefled  for  ever  be  our  great  God,  by  Jefus 
Chrift  ! I believe  I ought  to  labour  in  the  low- 
eft  employments  ; and  the  time  I fpend  therein, 
I count  very  dear,  regarding  it  as  ordered  by 
God.  What  makes  me  the  more  to  know  it  is 
his  order,  is  this;  that  from  time  to  time  I feel 
more  of  retribution  from  him  in  one  inftant, 
than  the  patience  and  humiliation  of  a finner 
could  merit  in  all  his  life.  He  fo  opens  himfelf 
to  me,  that  I am  quite  mollified,  and  melted 
into  tears.  My  eyes  are  fo  full  of  them,  that 
often  I have  much  ado  to  keep  them  in,  pierced 
as  I am  with  love,  with  reverence,  and  with  ac- 
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knowledgment  of.  his  goodnefs  manifefted  L--.- 
his  enllghtning  prefence,  2nd  of  his  inexplica- 
ble condufl.  I fee,  we  are  not,  by  a fpirit  of 
pride,  under  pretence  of  the  glory  of  God,  to 
difpcnfe  with  ourfelves  from  labouring  in  things 
mean  and  painful.  It  was  a work  very  grofs  and 
mean  for  Jefus  Chrifl  to  converfe  with  men,  who 
had  more  of  rudenefs  than  thefe  hones  I deal 
with.  O that  I may  obtain  a part  in  h:s  obe- 
dience, and  fubmiffion  to  the  orders  of  God  his 
Father.” 

14.  Being  one  day  to  go  to  a perfon  of  great 
quality,  in  a bufinefs  that -much  concerned  the 
glory  of  God,  he  would  not  ufe  his  coach,  tho’ 
he  was  to  traverfe  in  a manner  all  Pans,  and 
it  poured  down  rain.  One  moved,  that  at  leaft 
his  footman  might  carry  a cloak,  which  he  might 
take  when  he  came  thither.  But  he  yielded- 
not.  Only  he  confented  to  th?ow  the  cioak  over 
him  : and  in  the  nobleman’s  houfe  he  laid  abide 
phe  wet  cloak,  and  appeared  in  the  other  ordi- 
naryone  of  his  own. 

1 35.  Behold  another  efFe£t  of  his  humility,  of 

which  he  writ  to  his  direftor,  Dec.  26,  1646. 

“ The  other  day  my  Lord  Chancellor’s  lady 
fent  me  a packet  of  letters,  in  which  were  fome 
from  the  king,  wherein  I was  made  counsellor 
of  Bate.  I fent  her  word,  that  1 received  what 
had  the  mark  of  the  king  with  all  refpeft.  But 
I moft  humbly  begged  fhe  would  be  pleafed  to 
take  it  in  good  part,  if  I did  not  accept  thofe  let- 
ters, 
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ters,  but  cleared  that  the  bufinefs  might  deep 
without  noife.  My  difpofition  towards  affairs 
of  this  nature  is,  to  have  nothing  at  ail  to  do 
with  them.  If  they  come  upon  me  perforce, 
without  my  feeking,  our  Lord  will  give  me 
drength  to  bear  them.” 

16.  To  the  fame  perfon  on  another  occafion, 
he  wrote  as  follows  : 

“ Walking  one  day  through  the  dreets  ofPn- 
ris,  in  a mean  drefs,  I deeply  reflefted  on  that 
of  the  apodle,  We  are  become  as  the  fdth  and  ojf- 
f cowering  of  the  world.  I confidered  how  much 
neatnefs  and  new  things,  even  in  the  mod  trif- 
ling indances,  do  hurt  (if  one  take  not  good 
heed)  the  dmplicity  and  lowlinefs  of  a Cbridian 
fpirit.  And  I faw  it  was  a great  temptation  for 
any,  to  think  to  preferve  his  outward  grandeur, 
in  hopes  thereby  to  have  more  weight  and  au- 
thority for  the  fervice  of  God.  This  is  a pre- 
tence, indeed,  that  the  infirmity  of  mod  Chris- 
tians makes  ufe  of  in  the  beginning:  but  expe- 
rience draws  them  at  lad  to  Jefus  Child,  who 
was  made  the  lowed  of  men.” 

1 7.  A further  proof  of  his  humility,  was  his 
carriage  to  the  dire&or.  He  did  nothing  that 
concerned  himfelf,  without  his  conduft  : to  him 
he  propofed  whatever  he  defigned,  either  by 
fpeaking  or  writing,  clearly  and  punfifually,  de- 
firing “ his  advice,  his  pleafure,  and  bleflingupon 
it and  that  with  the  utmoft  refpeft  and  fub- 
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million  : and  without  reply  or  difputing,  he  lim- 
ply and  exaftly  followed  his  order.  His  di- 
reftor  having  written  to  him,  he  anfwe'red  in 
thefe  terms  ; “ I befeech  you  to  believe,  that  al- 
though I am  moll  imperfefl  and  a great  finner, 
yet  if  you  do  me  the  favour  to  fend  me  a word 
of  what  you  know  to  be  necelfary  for  me,  I hope 
with  God’s  help  to  profit  thereby.  1 pant  not 
after  any  thing  but  to  find  God  and  Jefus  Chrid, 
in  fimplicity  and  truth.  I pretend  to  nothing 
in  this  world  but  this ; and  belide  this  1 defire 
nothing.” 

18.  The  lad  effect  of  his  humility  we  fhall 
mention,  was  his  extreme  contempt  of  the 
world.  He  defpifed  all  which  it  could  give  or 
promife  ; all  its  goods,  pleafures,  honours,  dig- 
nities ; counted  all  its  allurements  as  dung  and 
drofs,  trampled  under  foot  all  its  glories.  He  be- 
held for  this  end  our  Lord  lor  his  pattern,  who, 
from  his  very  fu  ll  entrance  into  it,  made  an  open 
profedion  of  an  abfolute  contempt  of  rt,  “ Be- 
caufe  he  zvas_  not  of  the  world” 

* ip.  To  animate  a lady  with  the  fame  fpirit, 
he  wrote  to  her  thus  : “ I wonder  how  a thing 
fo  little  as  man,  drawn  out  of  nothing  in  his  ori- 
ginal, infefted  with  his  fird  parent's  fin,  and  the 
addition  of  his  own  : when  he  is  raifed  to  fo 
high  a degree  of  honour,  as  to  be  one  with 
Chrfd  the  Son  of  God  ; can  continue  to  edeem 
the  world,  or  make  any  account  of  its  vanities! 
Shall  the  things  of  the  earth  wade  the  little  time 

we 
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we  have  to  fecure  the  treafures  of  heaven;  things 
that  will  all  pafs  away  like  a dream  : as  we  fee 
our  fathers  are  gone  already,  and  there  is  no  more 
remembrance  of  them  : their  joys  and  griefs, 
their  pleafures  and  pains,  are  they  not  all  vanifh- 
ed  away  ? And  are  we  not  fure  they  were  out 
of  their  fenfes,  if  they  confidered  any  thing  but 
God  in  their  ways  ? The  fame  will  befall  us  : 
Every  thing  elfe  will  pafs  away,  and  God  alone 
will  abide.” 

* The  fame  lady,  in  another  letter,  he  encou- 
rages thus  : “ Courage,  all  is  well!  We  mull:  die 
to  the  world,  and  fearch  out  the  hindrances  it 
brings  to  our  perfeftion-  We  mull  live  in  the 
world  as  not  living  there;  polfefs  it,  as  not  pof- 
feffing  it.  Let  us  drive  out  of  our  minds  the 
affefdion  to  our  fine  houfes  ; let  us  ruin  the  de- 
lights of  our  gardens;  let  us  burn  our  groves ; 
let  us  bam  fin  thefe  vain  images  which  we  have 
of  our  children  ; approving  in  them  what  we 
condemn  in  ourfelves,  the  fhow  and  glitter  of 
the  world.” 

* I know  there  is  a difference  of  conditions; 
but  all  ought  to  reject  thefe  intailments  on  noble 
blood,  (as  men  account  them)  thofe  principles  of 
afpiring  to  the  highefl,  and  of  bearing  nothing. 
Let  us  take  from  them  this  vanity  of  mind,  this 
ftatelinefs  of  behaviour.  Let  us  arm  them  againft 
the  pernicious  examples  of  thofe  grandees  in 
ftory,  whofe  punifhments  are  as  eminent  in  hell, 
as  their  prefumption  was  upon  earth. 
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*“  My  defign  is  not,  that  you  fhould  demolife 
your  walk,  or  let  your  gardens  run  into  a wilder- 
nefs.  The  ruins  I fpeak  of  mull  be  made  in  our 
own  minds,  not  executed  on  things  infcnfible. 
When  I fay,  we  muff  fet  all  on  fire,  my  thoughts 
were,  to  fellow  that  admirable  fpirit  of  the  apof- 
tle,  who  would  that  we  have  poverty  amidft  our 
riches,  and  diveftment  in  the  midft  of  ourpoffef- 
fions : he  means,  that  our  fpirit  be  thoroughly 
purified  and  feparated  fiom  all  creatures  ; becaufe 
a Chriuian  does  himfelf  great  wrony,  if  he  en- 
tertains  in  his  heart  any  other  inclinations  than 
thofe  of  Jefus  C-hrifl,  who  faw  all  the  world 
without  deffroying  it,  but  withal  without  cleaving 
to  it.” 

20.  It  is  to  bring  us  to  this  fpirit,  that  God 
permits  us  to  meet  fo  many  pains  and  troubles 
in  the  world;  as  when  a man  fets  thorns  in  a way, 
to  make  men  take  another.  “ God  has  his  ends, 
fays  M.  De  Renty,  in  all  thefe  contrarieties,  viz. 
that  thofe  who  are  his,  fhould  be  yet  more  his, 
and  defpife  more  and  more  all  that  is  in  the 
world.  By  thefe  the  confufion  and  vanity  of  the 
world  are  made  known  to  them  that  are  not  of  it ; 
who  being  in  the  fpirit  of  death,  wait  for  noth- 
ing more  there  but  death  ; bringing  forth,  in  the 
mean  while,  the  fruits  of  life  eternal 
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CHAP.  III. 

His  Jelj- denial  and  mortification. 

i.  A S it  is  abfolutely  neceffary  for  every  fol- 
JTjL  dier  of  Chrid,  who  would  not  fo  fight 
■as  one  that  beateth  the  air,  to  keep  the  body  under, 
and  bring  it  into  fubjeBion  ; M.  de  Renty  vigo- 
roufly  applied  himfelf  to  this  work.  He  made 
but  one  meal  a day  for  feveral  years ; till  he  was 
injoined  to  take  more  nourifhment,  to  be  the  bet- 
ter able  to  undergo  the  great  labours  he  under- 
took for  his  neighbour.  He  neverthelefs  eat  but 
little,  and  always  of  the  word;.  A perfon  who 
obferved  him  at  dinner  one  day,  took  notice,  all 
he  eat  was  fome  pears  only,  an.d  that  with  fo  great 
ferioufnefs  and  recolleflion,  that  it  was  eafy  to 
difeern  his  mind  was  on  God,  and  not  upon  his 
meat. 

* 2.  When  one  of  his  friends  entertained  him 
one  day  at  Caen,  he  was  much  grieved  fas  he  af- 
terwards declared)  that  Chriftians  fhould  be  feaf- 
ters ; adding,  It  mas  a torment  to  be  where  there 
was  fo  much fup  erf inly . Hereon  his  friends  took 
no  more  thought  about  his  diet,  knowing  his 
bed  entertainment  was  the  meaned  fare,  and  that 
they  could  not  oblige  him  more,  than  by  leaving 
C 4 him 
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him  to  his  liberty.  And  often  at  Pans,  when  he 
was  fo  far  from  home,  that  he  could  not  return 
to  dinner,  he  would  hep  into  a baker’s  fhop,  and 
after  a piece  of  bread  and  a draught  of  water, 
chearfully  go  on  with  his  bufinefs. 

3.  Nor  did  he  deny  himfelf  only  with  regard 

to  his  tafie,  but  to  all  his  other  fenfe:  !fo. 

When  he  went  into  the  country,  and  c.^r  in 

the  evening  to  his  inn,  after  having  di  :d 

his  fervarils,  he  ei  her  paffed  the  night  in  a :r, 
or  lay  down  in  his  cloaths  and  boots,  whit  .j> 
his  cuftom  till  dea  h.  And  when  at  Am  a 
]ady,  in  honour  of  his  virtue  and  quali  y,  had 
prepared  him  a rich  bed  in  a Jiately  chamber,  he 
made  no  ufe  of  it.  but  laid  him  down  upon  a 
bench,  and  there  fiept  till  morning. 

4.  Being  come  to  Pointois  in  winter,  and  lodg- 
in'* at  the  Carmelite  Nuns,  he  told  them  not  to 

O 

make  a fire,  or  prepare  a bed.  He  then  went 
to  vifit  the  prifoners  (which  he  never  forgot)  and 
at  his  return,  about  nine  in  the  evening,  finding 
them  going  to  prayers,  without  taking  any  thing 
to  eat,  he  went  into  the  church  with  them, 
where  he  continued  till  eleven.  And  indeed  at 
every  time  and  every  place,  on  every  occafion, 
even  in  the  flightefl  and  meanefi  things,  he  kept 
a watchful  eye  over  himfelf,  that  he  might  in  no 
infiance  fulfil  the  defires  of  the  flefh,  but  daily 
inure  himfelf  to  endure  hardlhip. 

*5.  A fhort  defcription  of  his  mortification,  or 
deadnefs  to  the  world,  we  have  in  his  own  words. 

“ Since 
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w Since  the  time  I gave  up  my  liberty  to  God,  I 
was  given  to  underhand,  to  what  a hate  the  foul 
is  brought,  which  is  capable  of  union  with  him. 
I faw  my  foul  reduced  into  a fmall  point,  con- 
trafted  and  fhrunk  up  to  nothing.  At  the  fame 
time  I beheld  myfelf  as  encompalfed  with 
whatfoever  the  world  loves,  and  as  it  were,  a 
hand  removing  all  this  far  from  me,  and  plung- 
ing it  into  the  ocean.  Firft,  I faw  removed  all 
outward  things,  kingdoms,  great  offices,  flately 
buildings,  rich  and  elegant  furniture,  gold  and 
fdver,  recreations,  pleafures  : all  which  hinder 
the  foul  in  her  way  to  God,  of  which  therefore  it 
is  his  pleafure  fhe  be  divelled,  that  ffie  may  ar- 
rive at  that  death  which  will  bring  her  into  the 
poffeffion  of  real  life.  Secondly,  all  inward-: 
things,  which  are  of  a more,  delicate  and  precious 
nature,  as- learning,  reafon,  ftrength  of  memory 
and  underftanding ; to  which  likewife- we  are - 
in  a manner  dead,  if  we  are  alive  to  God.  And 
I perceived  that  we  mud  come  like  little  infants, 
fimple  and  innocent,  feparated  not  only  from 
evil,  but  even,  from  our  ordinary  manner  of 
doing  what  is  good.  We  are  to  undertake  what 
things  the  divine  providence  prefents  to  us,  by- 
making  our  way  by  God  to  them,  radier-than  by 
them  to  God.  A truly  mortified  foul'  fees  nc= 
thing  but  God:  not  fc  muclv(if  Imay  fo-fpeak) 
as  the  things  fhe  does,  ©f  which  -nothing-, days  in> 
her,  neither  choice,  nor-  joy,  nor  furrow,  for- 
their  greatnefsy  or  for  their  littlenefs,  for  good  or 
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bad  fuccefs  ; bat  only  the  good  pleafure  and  or- 
der of  God,  which  ruleth  in  all  things,  and 
which  in  all  things  contents  the  foul  that  adheres 
to  him,  and  not  to  the  vicitTitude  of  affairs,  and  is 
therefore  condantly  even,  always  the  fame  in  the 
midft  of  all  changes.” 

6.  As  to  the  particulars  of  M.  de  Renty’s  mor- 
tification, in  the  fil'd  place,  he  was  dead  to  riches. 
“ I acknowledge  before  God  (fays  he  in  a letter 
to  his  dire&or)  his  great  mercy  to  me  thro’  his 
•Son,  in  freeing  me  from  the  things  of  this  world, 
and  my  condant  thoughts  are,  that  if  his  order 
did  not  oblige  me  to  do  otherwife,  I would  quit 
all  that  I have.”  And  to  another,  “ All  that 
can  be  imagined  in  this  world  is  of  fmall  concern, 
though  it  w ere  the  lofing  of  all  our  goods.  This 
poor  ant-hill  is  not  worth  a ferious  thought.  Had 
vve  but  a little  faith  and  a little  love,  how  happy 
fhould  we  edeem  ourfelves  in  giving  away  all, 
to  attend  on  God  only.” 

* y.  Thus  entirely,  even  in  the  poffeifion  of 
riches,  was  his  heart  engaged  from  them.  And 
when  the  better  part  of  his  edate  was  in  clanger 
ef  being  lod,  he  faid,  without  the  lead  emotion, 
M Since  God  hath  committed  this  edate  to  me, 
i will  do  what  fhall  behove  me  to  preferve  it, 
and  then  ’lis  all  one  to  me  what  follows.”  Yea, 
he  often  exprelfed  a kind  of  holy  envy  toward 
the  poor,  and  a high  edeem  of  their  condi- 
tion, both  as  mod  advantageous  for  Chridian 
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perfe£tion,  and  becaufe  Chrift  himfelf  had  lived 
and  died  therein.  “ I avow  to  you,  (fays  he  to 
a friend)  the  more  of  riches  come  to  me,  the  more 
do  I difcover  of  the  malignity  affixed  to  them. 
My  heart  is  firongly  inclined  to  follow  him  who 
was  the  moft  poor  and  depreffed  among  all  his 
followers.  But  that  I know  I may  not  put  my- 
felf  into  that  eilate,  I fhould  pant  after  it  very 
much.  What  I infer  from  hence  is  this,  that 
not  knowing  the  counfels  of  God,  I cannot  tel! 
how  he  will  difpofe  of  me  for  the  future  : but  I 
offer  myfelf  up  to  whatfoever  fhall  pleafe  him, 
knowing  that  with  him  I can  do  all  things.” 

8.  This  inward  temper  appeared  in  a thou- 
fand  outward  effeCts.  He  parted  with  feveral 
books,  becaufe  richly  bound  : ufed  no  gloves  in 
feafon ; wore  no  cloaths,  but  plain  and  clofe 
made;  carried  no  filver  about  him,  but  for 
works  of  charity.  I have  feen  him  at  firfiin  his 
coach,  with  a page  and  footman;  afterward,  in 
his  coach  with  a footman,  without  a page  ; then 
with  his  footman  only,  without  his  coach;  and 
in  fine,  without  either, 

9.  And  as  he  was  dead  to  riches,  and  to  all 
the  things  of  the  world,  fo  he  was,  fecondly,  to 
the  perfons  in  it  : having  no  affeCtion  for  any, 
but  what  was  grounded  upon,  and  fubordinate  to 
theloveef  God.  This  was  particularly  obferva- 
ble,  with  regard  to  thofe  who  were  engaged  to 
him  by  one  of  the  tendered  ties,  who  depended 
upon  him,  and  ufed  his  counfel  for  the  condufl  of 
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their  fouls.  * To  one  of  thefe  he  wrote,  “ I can- 
not hear  without  trouble  the  great  matter  you 
make  of  my  converfation : let  us  breathe  after 
God,  and  learn  from  Jefus  Chrift:  an  entire  re- 
nunciation of  ourosvn  affeftions.”  And  in  ano- 
ther letter  thus  : “ Jefus  Chrift  is  ever  the  fame, 
and  his  grace  is  continually  advancing;  and  as 
long  as  I am  his,  I (hall  be  yours  for  his  fake. 
He  is  not’ wont  to  part  fouls  by  the  feparation  of 
bodies:  flnce  his  cuftom  is,  only  to  take  away 
what  might  be  a hindrance  to  the  perfect  life  of 
the  fpirit.” 

* 10.  To  a friend  who  had  loft  his  direftor 
he  wrote  thus:  “ His  remove  would  doubtlefs  be 
a great  lofs  to  you  and  all  the  country,  if  the  pro- 
vidence of  God  did  not  rather  fanctify  and  efto- 
blifh,  thandeftrov;  but  by  removing  thefe  vi- 
fible  rapports,,  he  often  fettles  us  more  firmly  in 
our  adherence  to  him  through  Chrift,  where  we 
find  all  power,  and  who  is  fb  near  that  he  is  even 
in  the  midft  of  us  ; and  when  our  dependence 
upon  creatures  is  cut  off  by  his  providence,  we 
experimentally  find,  that  we  are  not  left  deft:- 
iute,  hut  that  iupply  is  made  either  by  the  fpirit 
which  dwelleth  in  us,  or  by  his  minifters  that  i e- 
main  ; who  the  fewer  they  are,  the  more  is  the 
grace  we  receive  by  them  multiplied.  Nor 
ihould  we  be  further  engaged  to  rhofe  who  affift 
ns  in  our  fpiritual  conduH,  than  as  to  God’s  in- 
ii rumen's,  whofe  help  it  is  his  will-  we  fhould 
eiahe  ufe  of,  but  no  longer  than  he  pleafeth  ; acJ 
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when  it  is  his  will  to  take  them  from  us  by  death,, 
or  otherwife,  we  ought  not  to  lofe  our  courage, 
but  with  fubmiflion  and  gratitude  refign  all  to 
him,  who  will  again  provide  for  us  as  feemeth 
him  bell.” 

n.  He  was,  Thirdly,  dead  to  all  defire  of 
every  kind.  Being  one  day  alked,  “ How'  he 
could  be  fo  quiet  in  fuch  circumftances,”  he  an- 
fwered,  “ That  through  God’s  mercy,  he  was 
indifferent  to  all  things,  and  that  he  no  longer 
felt  either  fear  or  defire  of  any  thing.”  And 
writing  to  his  direclcr,  he  fays,  “ For  the  future 
I could  wifi),  if  there  be  any  thing  left  for  me 
to  wilh,  that  I had  nothing  left  me  but  my  God  : 
This  is  the  rich  treafure  of  the  heart,  the  furs 
replenilhment  of  the  foul.” 

12.  He  had  no  eager  defire  even  of  fenfible 
confolations;  touching  which,  heexpreffed  hinr- 
felf  thus,  “ Drynefs,  and  other  troubles  of  fpi- 
rit,  are  to  be  borne  with  upon  any  terms,  and 
we  mult  give  up  ourfelves  as  forlorn  creatures, 
throwing  ourfelves  wholly  upon  God  ” And 
again,  “ however  dry  your  foul  may  be, 
when  )’gu  endeavour  to  place  it  in  a date  of  re- 
verence and'  affiance  in  the  prefence  of  God, 
perfevere-  Bill  as  much  as  yeti  can,  and  keep 
yourfelf  fliut  up  in  the  cabinet  of  your  hearty 
fuffer  not  the  noife  of  all  thofe  tempefls  without » 
be  Bill,  and  mind  them  not.  They  have  all  their 
afe they  ferve.  to  purge  the  foul,  and  difpofe 
if  fos  the.  operation  of  God  upon  it.  Let  then 
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diftraftions,  and  all  forts  of  imaginations  affault 
you,  as  it  pleafeth  God,  Lut  let  them  not  hinder 
you  from  that  holy  exercife  ; diverting  (as  you 
are  able)  your  mind  from  them,  continue  your 
facrifice,  with  full  alfurance  you  fhall  not  wait 
long,  before  your  Lord  come.”  And  when  he 
found  himfelf  for  a time,  in  fuch'a  condition,  he 
would  cry  out  aloud,  “ I am  thine,  O God,  in 
fpite  of  all  thefe  things,  and  fo  I will  continue 
without  referve  for  ever.”  And  fometimes  he 
would  write  with  his  finger  upon  the  ground,  “ I 
am  content  with  every  thing  that  proceeds  from 
the  will  of  God:  I afk  nothing  elfe  but  what  he 
appoints  for  me  ; I will  never  trouble  myfelf  to 
be  freed  from  drynefs;  my  refolution  is,  to  blefs 
God  at  all  times.” 

* 13.  Laftly,  He  was  dead  to  his  own  will, 
which  he  had  perfectly  refigned,  in  conformity 
to  the  W'ill  of  God.  “ Far  be  it  from  me,  faith 
he  in  one  of  his  letters,  to  aft  in  this  by  my  own 
fpirit;  I would  have  it  w holly  annihilated,  that 
it  might  know  no  other  language  but  nothing, 
and  continually  nothing;  to  follow  in  all  the 
footfleps  of  the  divine  will,  according  to  its 
meafure  and  manner.”  In  another  thus:  ‘’Fly 
Saviour  hath  gracioully  brought  me  to  fiich  a 
flate  of  indifferency  for  every  thing  that  I could 
be  well  contented,  all  my  life,  to  be  fix’d  to  my 
bed,  a paralytic,  not  able  to  flir,  without  making 
any  reflection  on  any  fervice  I might  render 
to  my  neighbour,  or  that  I could  render  him 
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no  more  : all  things  according  to  the  will  of  God, 
being  equal  to  me.  ” And  in  a third:  “Of  late  I 
have  been  bufied  in  fuch  employments  as  were 
fufficient  to  have  overwhelmed  fo  weak  a fpirit 
as  mine,  had  it  not  been  abfolutely  refigned  to 
the  will  of  God.  It  is  on  him  alone  I reft,  hav- 
ing renounced  myfelf.  I adore  the  decrees  of 
his  facred  will,  who  holdeth  all  things  in  his  own 
hands,  to  keep  ua  fubjedt  unto  him  by  hi3  jnf- 
tice,  and  to  fandlify  us  by  his  love  : happy,  if 
wre  have  the  hearts  of  children,  the  fpirit  of 
Ghrift  Jefus,  to  figh  after  him,  and  cry  continu- 
ally, Abba  Father. 


CHAP.  IV- 

His  patience.. 

/Questionless  the  humble  man  \% 

patient,  becaufe  he  knows  he  deferves 
far  more  than  he  buffers : And  whoever  will: 
fearch  into,  the-  true  caufe  of  his  own  impati- 
ence, will  find  it  to  be  no  other  than  pride.  On 
the  contrary,  M.  de  Renty  being  moft  humble,, 
was  by  confequence  moft  patient. 

2.  Perfons  who  had  lived  a very  long  firne 
with  him,  and  carefully  ftudied  all  his  adlions, 
never  heard  him  complain  for  any  thing  what- 
ever; neither  for  ficknefs,  or  lofs,  or  any  other 
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occafion  ; but  they  always  obferved  in  him  a 
conftancy  immovable,  continually  lifting  up  his 
heart  to  God,  and  offering  all  to  him,  without 
otherwife  dwelling  on  what  was  grievous;  being 
glad  that  the  work  of  God  went  on,  and  receiv- 
ing all  in  the  fpirit  of  facrifice. 

3.  In  his  fecond  journey  to  Dijon,  with  his  lady 
and  the  Countefs  of  Ckatres , he  was  feized  with 
a violent  rheumatifm,  which  put  him  into  pain 
all  over  his  body:  2nd  when  he  was  obliged  to 
take  his  bed,  he  went  thither  quite  {looping,  fup- 
ported  by  a ftaff,  and  by  a perfon  that  led  him. 
* But  notwithdanding  the  extremity  of  the  pain, 
he  made  no  complaint,  nor  uttered  one  word. 
The  ladies  feeing  him  fird  quite  pale  and  wan, 
and  in  a moment  all  on  fire,  told  him,  “ Surely 
he  was  very  ill;”  He  anfwered  only  by  a dif- 
eourfe  on  the  pain  endured  by  Jefus  Child,  and 
the  favour  it  was  for  a foul  to  fuffer  for  God’s 
will  ; but  in  terms  fo  full  of  fweemefs,  and  with 
fo  much  of  love  and  zeal,  that  the  company 
were  affeded  with  great  devotion  in  hearing 
him.” 

* 4.  When  he  was  again  afked,  whether  he 
was  not  in  much  pain,  he  at  length  anfwered 
plainly,  “ My  pains  are  great  even  to  fwooningp 
but  though  I feel  their  extremity,  yet  through 
the  grace  of  God,  I yield  not  up  myfell  to  them, 
but  to  him.”  He  faid  farther,  that  being  led 
into  Iris  chapel  of  Citry,  and  fet  down  upon  a 
beach  by  reafon  of  his  illnefs,  the  bench  broke. 
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without  any  vifible  caufe,  and  that  he  believed 
the  evil  fpirit  had  broken  it,  in  order  to  pro- 
voke him  to  impatience,  making  him  fall  un- 
towardly  ; “ But  by  the  mercy  of  God,  faid 
he,  though  the  pain  that  furprifed  me  was  (harp, 
I was  no  more  moved  than  you  fee  me  now.’ 

g.  Nor  was  it  only  in  ficknefs,  but  in  all  oc- 
currences of  life,  he  carefully  praftifed  this  vir- 
tue ; fo  that  whatfoever  befel  him,  though  it 
lhocked  his  whole  nature,  his  body,  fpirit,  judg- 
ment, will,  inclination,  defires,  defigns,  and 
thofe  of  the  belt  fort,  he  poffelTed  his  foul  in 
patience  and  tranquillity,  receiving  all  without 
any  alteration,  without  being  either  exalted  or 
dejefted  by  it. 

* 6.  “ Praying  to  God,  fays  he  in  one  of 
his  prayers,  before  the  holy  facrament,  a poor 
man  came  to  me  to  beg;  an  alms.  In  this  infiant 
it  was  given  me  to  underhand,  that  if  we  were 
well  enlightened,  zue  Jhoultl  never  imagine  our- 
J elves  to  be  kindred , by  any  perfon  or  thing  : be- 
caufe  we  fhould  in  all  things  regard  the  order  of 
God,  conducting  all  to  our  advantage ; we 
fhould  fee  that  both  inward  and  outward  diffrac- 
tions are  to  be  received  with  this  fame  fpirit and 
that  the  uneafinefs  thefe  little  accidents  give  us, 
fprings  purely  from  our  want  of  mortification. 

“ We  ought  indeed,  as  far  as  we  can,  to  Ihun 
the  occafions.  But  when  they  come,  we  muft 
look  upon  them  as  ordered  by  God,  and  receive 
and  bear  them  with  all  fweetnefs,  humility  and 
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revel  cnee  : and,  though  they  interrupt  us,  the 
order  of  Goa  is  not  interrupted  in  us.  And 
this  indeed  is  the  great  fecret  of  the  fpiritual 
life;  this  is  paradife  upon  earth. 

In  truth,  nothing  troubles  us  but  thro’  our 
own  fault : all  the  vexation  which  we  inwardly 
feel,  or  outwardly  fhew,  when  any  one  crolfes 
or  hinders  us  from  doing  any  thing,  flows  from 
the  diforder  of  our  too  much  engaged  fpirit. 
for  removing  of  which,  and  the  keeping  our 
hearts  in  peace  we  mull  mark  this  well  : who- 
ever  hindei  s us  Jr  ora  doing  one  good  work,  thereby 
gives  us  the  means  of  praBifing  another.  * A man 
fuppofe,  interrupts  your  reading  and  prayer.  Blit 
he  gives  you  an  occafion  of  exercifing  patience, 
which  at  this  time  will  pleafe  God,  and  perfect 
you,  more  than  all  thofe  employments.  In 
them  there  was  fomething  of  vour  own  will; 
but  in  this  you  wholly  renounce  yourfelf.  And 
the  fulnefs  of  God  is  not,  but  in  the  emptinefs 
of  the  creature.” 

7.  One  great  fource  of  M.  de  Renly’s  pa- 
tience, was  the  high  eileem  he  had  of  fufferings, 
which  fometimes  made  him  ready  to  cry  out 
with  that  holy  woman,  “ Either  to  die  or  buf- 
fer”! “ I fee  fays  he,  that  in  a manner,  every 
thing  is  unprofitable  in  this  life  but  to  buffer. 
Every  pleafure  is  a top  hafty  feizure  of  that 
recompence,  which  is  not  due  to  criminals,  who 
fojourn  in  this  world  only  to  be  purged.  Some 
pleafures  indeed  may  be  foritetimes  neceffary, 
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in  regard  of  our  weaknefs,  but  even  they  are 
apt  to  hinder  the  foul  from  attaining  fo  high  a de- 
gree of  perfection.” 

8.  “ Though  I dare  not  chufe  or  bring  fuffer- 
ings  upon  myfelf,  (fays  he  in  a letter  to  his  di- 
rector) yet  having  always  before  my  eyes  how 
little  I render  to  God  lor  his  favours,  1 ana  in- 
flamed to  fuffer  with  our  Lord.  In  every  other 
thing  we  are  receivers  from  God.  But  in  this 
though  we  receive  the  grace  to  fuffer,  yet  the 
fuffering  is  that  which  we  can  in  a manner  give 
to  God,  and  which  is  the  belt  gage  and  proof 
of  our  love.”  But  he  very  wifely  adds,  although 
I know  this,  yet  I ceafe  not  to  know  what  I am: 
and  amidft  all  my  inclinations  and  defires,  I dare 
not  to  beg  to  fuffer  the  leaft  thing  : Or,  if 
I happen  to  do  fo  I revoke  it  afterwards,  as 
having  done  foolifhly.  I have  too  much  expe- 
rience of  my  weaknefs.  I give  myfelf  only  to 
my  God  for  every  thing  he  pleafes.  By  his 
order  I will  all:  With  him  I can  do  all  : and 
that  which  is  ordered  by  him  is  always  accom- 
panied by  grace.” 

9.  The  fame  fpirit  he  earneftly  recommended 
to  all  who  were  fludious  of  Chriflan  perfe&ion. 
To  one  of  whom  he  faid,  “ It  is  a great  favour 
to  fuffer;  that  is  if  you  fuffer  in  the  fpirit  of 
Jefus  C hri ft.  But  there  are  very  few  that  do  fo ; 
very  few  that  with  a perfeCt  reftgnment  to 
what  God  ordains  concerning  them;  very  few 
without  fome  inquietude,  and  dwelling  in  their 
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thoughts  upon  their  preffures:  few  that  give 
all  events  to  the  condu&of  God,  to  employ 
themfeives  entirely  in  his  praife,  and  to  give 
way  by  their  acquiefcence  and  fubmiflion,  for 
him  to  exercife  all  his  rights  and  power  ever 
them.” 

* 10.  One  that  was  in  great  pain  he  encoura- 
ged thus : “ Many  are  called  Chriflians,  but 
few  have  a Chirftian  fpirit.  Many  look  up  to 
heaven  in  their  prayers,  but  in  their  lives  they 
are  children  of  nature,  looking  only  upon  the 
earth.  If  they  do  lift  up  their  eyes  to  heaven, 
it  is  only  to  complain ; to  pray  God  to  conde- 
fcend  to  their  defires,  not  to  fhew  their  accept- 
ance of  his.  Or  perhaps  they  will  give  fome 
fmall  things  to  God  ; but  not  thofe  on  which 
they  have  fixed  their  affection.  If  he  Separates 
them  from  them,  it  is  a difmembring  which  he 
mull  make,  and  to  which  they  cannot  confent. 
As  though  the  life  of  Chriftians  were  not  a life 
of  facrifice,  a continual  imitation  of  a crucified 
Saviour. 

*“  God,  who  knows  our  wretchednefs,  takes 
from  us  for  our  good,  the  caufe  of  our  evil,  a 
parent,  a child,  a hufband,  that  he  may  by  ano- 
ther evil,  affliction,  draw  us  to  himfelf,  and 
make  us  fee  that  all  thefe  ties  to  wbatfoever  it  be 
that  feparatesus  from  him,  are  fo  many  obftacles 
to  our  real  happinefs  : and  fucb  obftacles  that 
we  fhall  one  day  own  in  the  face  of  all  the  cre- 
ation, the  greateft  mercy  he  ever  did  us  was, 
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•to  free  us  from  them.  But  we  mufl  beware  not 
to  count  this  mercy  a chance  or  misfortune  ; for 
this  would  be  to  turn  the  remedy  into  poifon. 

“ Let  us  enter  into  the  holy  difpofition  which 
was  in  Chrift,  to  fuiTer  willingly  for  the  glory  of 
God,  and  our  falvation.  Is  it  not  ftrange,  that 
thoughthe  way  he  paid  through  to  glory,  was  igno- 
miny, pain,  and  the  crofs,  yet  they  who  call  them- 
feives  his  followers,  defire  and  expeft  another 
way  for  themfelves  to  walk  in  ? It  is  a fhame 
for  a Chirftian  to  pafs  his  days  more  at  eafe  than 
Jefus  Chrifl  did.  Let  us  therefore  go  after  him, 
and  fuffer  with  him.  Bleffed  be  ficknefs,  the 
lofs  of  honour,  riches,  goods  of  the  neared 
things,  and  the  reparation  from  all  creatures, 
which  hold  us  bowed  towards  the  earth,  if  it 
fet  us  ftraight,  and  make  us  lift  up  our  eyes  to 
heaven,  and  enter  into  the  defigirs  of  God 
over  us.  Blefled  be  the  plague,  the  war  the 
famine,  all  the  fcourges  of  God,  which  produce 
in  us  thefe  effects  of  grace  and  falvation  ! 

it.  The  greatefl  exercife  of  patience  lie  ever 
had  was  that  which  was  given  to  him  by  bis 
mother.  She  had  claimed  a large  fhare  of  what 
his  father  had  bequeathed  to  him  ; who  with 
great  fubmiffton  and  refpeft  gave  her  all  that  he 
believed  her  due,  over  and  above.  But  fhe 
demanded  dill  more.  Being  advifed  by  coun- 
cil, r could  not  be  given  without  wrong  to 
his  children;  he  refered  the  whole  bufinefs  to 
arbitrators,  and  agreed  that  his  mother  fhould 
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ehoofe  them  all.  The  day  being  come  for  their  giv- 
ing fentence,  his  mother  was  in  one  chamber  of 
the  houfe,  and  her  fon,  w'th  his  lady  and  a friend 
in  an  other,  where  his  employment  was,  to  pray 
to  God  for  fuch  an  HTue  as  might  be  for  his 
glory,  and  the  procurement  of  peace.  When 
the  award  was  brought,  although  it  was  not  ad- 
vantageous to  him,  and  there  was  a large  penalty 
en  whomfoever  did  not  hand  to  it,  he  heard 
it  with  perfect  calmnefs,  and  immediately  figned 
it  without  objeftion  or  difpute. 

12.  Believing  now  that  his  mother  was  fully 
fatisfied,  he  wras  no  fooner  returned  home,  than 
he  caufed  Te  Deum  to  be  funs,  beginning  it  him- 
felf,  in  thankfgiving  for  this  happy  conclulion. 
But  God,  to  refine  and  purify  him  the  more, 
permitted  the  crofs  to  continue  upon  him.  l or 
his  mother,  not  fatisfied  yet,  found  means  to  appeal 
from  the  award,  without  incurring  the  penalty. 

Her  fon  did  all  that  was  pofiible  for  him  to  a!-  . 
ter  her  defign  ; after  earned  prayer,  and  extra- 
ordinary fading,  he  went  to  her,  cad  hitnfelf  on 
his  knees  before  her,  and  with  the  utmod  reve- 
rence, humility  and  fubmifiion,  begged  of  her 
over  and  over,  with  abundance  of  tears,  “ that 
fire  would  pleafe  to  take  him  and  his  family  to 
'herfelf;  and  after  that  file  might  difpofe  as 
{he  pleafed  of  all  the  goods  his  father  had  left 
him  But  neither  would  fhe  confent  to  this, 
but  perfided  in  her  resolution,  of  tiling  him  at 
the  parliament  of  Dijon.  This  he  might  have 

prevented. 


[ 7*  ] 

prevented,  and  never  ftirred  out  of  Paris,  but 
in  refpedf  to  her,  he  declined  it,  and  determined 
to  go  to  Dijon. 

13.  Being  coine  thither,  he  found  all  mens 
minds  fully  prejudiced  againft  him,  which  he 
gladly  endured,  that  he  might  be  partaker  of  the 
reproach,  and  honour  the  abafement  of  the 
Son  of  God.  And  when  a perfon  of  piety,  ac- 
quainted him  with  the  ftrange  reports  which 
were  fpread  abroad  concerning  him,  he  with  ad- 
mirable calmnefs  raifed  his  heart  to  God,  and 
humbled  himfelf  before  him.  She  afked,  Whe- 
ther it  was  true  that  injurious  papers  had  been 
pdt  in  againft  his  mother  ? He  anfwered,  “ No; 
he  had  feen  all  the  writings,  and  found  them 
drawn  with  the  refpeft  due  to  a parent.”  * She 
afked  further,  “ If  he  was  not  much  afflifted  at 
her  harfh  manner  of  proceeding  againft  him?” 
He  faid,  “ No;  becaufe  I fo  much  adore  the 
order  of  God  over  me,  that  I cannot  be  afflidled 
at  that  which  he  permits  to  befal  me.  I am  a 
great  finner,  and  therefore  not  only  my  mother, 
but  all  the  word  have  juft  caufe  to  take  part 
againft  me.” 

O 

14.  She  adds  in  a memorial,  that  many  wavs 
were  propofed  for  adjufting  the  difference;  but 
that  it  was  the  greateft  difficulty  in  the  world  to 
bring  his  mother  to  join  in  any  : that  in  the  midft 
of  thefe  delays,  fhe  faid  to  M.  de.  Renty,  “ Sir,  I 
fball  willingly  fay  the  Te  De.ii/n,  when  once  your 
bufinefs  is  ended.”  And  that  one  day  when  they 
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believed  it  would  be  wholly  concluded,  he  came 
to  her  with  a chearful  countenance,  and  faid, 
“ It  is  now  time  to  fay  the  Te  Deum , fince  you 
had  the  goodnefs  to  promife  it.  And  may  I be 
fo  bold  as  to  defire  to  fay  it  with  you  ? O what  a 
great  and  wife  God  have  we  ! Who  knows  well, 
how  to  do  all  things,  as  they  ought  and  when 
they  ought,  not  according  to  our  precipitation, 
but  his  order,  which  is  our  fandtification  !”  Here- 
upon he  faid  the  Te  Deum,  with  a fpirit  fo  ele- 
vated to  God,  as  gave  fufficient  evidence  of  his 
being  wholly  filled  with  him.  And  when  after- 
wards all  was  broken  off,  without  hopes  of  mak- 
ing up  again,  he  faid,  “ * It  is  well : though 
nothing  be  done,  it  was  very  fit  to  return  thanks 
to  God,  for  doing  his  own  will,  and  not  that  of 
a finncr,  unworthy  to  be  heard  or  regarded.” 
lj.  There  paffed  many  other  things  at  Dijon, 
and  fince  at  Paris,  during  thefe  diffetenses,  even 
to  the  death  of  his  mother.  But  I doubt  not,  he 
who  is  now  in  the  place  of  perfetl  charity,  ap- 
proves of  my  paffing  over  in  filence  the  failings 
of  her,  to  whom  all  his  life  he  bore  fo  much  love 
and  refpeft. 


CHAP.  V. 

His  faith. 

i.  TV  yf  R-  de  Renty  ftudied  with  a particular  care 
JLvX  a foltd  foundation  in  this  virtue,  know- 
ing how  all  other  virtues  depend  upon  it,  as  on 

their 
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their  root,  their  rule  and  meafure.  And  he 
•poffefled  it  in  fo  high  a degree,  that  be  was 
more  affured  of  the  prefence  of  God,  and 
the  truth  of  the  mylleries  ef  Chriftianity,  than 
of  the  fhining  of  the  fun.  He  truly  lived  by 
faith:  this  was  the  path  wherein  he  walked, 
working  all  by  the  fpirit  thereof.  He  beheld 
things  not  with  his  bodily  eyes,  but  with 
thofe  that  pierced  deeper.  Confidering  them 
no't  according  to  their  prefent  condition,  or 
the  order  of  nature  ; but  according  to  their 
future  and  eternal,  their  relation  to  grace 
and  glory  ; regarding  nothing  but  as  it  was,  or 
might  be  a moans  of  his  own  or  others  falva- 
tion. 

2.  Being  fortified  by  this  faith,  he  was  wont  to 
fay,  Ire  felt  np  difficulty  at  all,  when  (in  his 
younger  years]  he  was  in  a ftate  of  drynefs,  whol- 
ly deprived  of  fenfible  comforts.  To  which  pur- 
pofe  he  writes  in  one  of  his  letters  thus;  “ We 
feldom  meet  with  perfons  addicted  to  prayer, 
that  behave  themfelves  well  under  inward  trials. 
They  have  no  patience  to  wait  for  comfort.  They 
fret  themfelves,  and  hurry  this  way  and  that,  as  if 
by  their  own  means  they  could  procure  it,  feeking 
for  another  fupport  than  that  of  faith,  which 
alone  fhould  fuffice  any  fpiritual  man.  For  the 
juft  Jkould.  live  by  faith,  and  on  that  foundation 
reft,  in  expectation  of  our  Saviour,  with  pa- 
tience; knowing  thefe  joys  are  but  fupplements 
Vol.  XI.  D to 


[ 74  ] 

to  the  littlenefs,  and  cordials  for  the  faintings  of 
our  faith.” 

3.  Animated  by  this  fpirit,  he  relied  not  on 
any  thing  that  came  to  him  in  an  extraordinary 
way ; t elling  neither  on  vifions,  mirac4e?_.  reve- 
lations, nor  inward  motions,  but  folely  on  a pure 
and  naked  faith,  to  carry  him  to  God. 

4,  He  knew  our  perleclion  confilis  in  nothing 
elfe,  but  the  renewal  of  our  foul  in  faith,  hope, 
and  charity  : in  performing  to  God  the  facrifices 
of  a lively  faith,  a perfefl  hope,  and  fervent  cha- 
rity. To  cultivate  and  adorn  his  foul  with  thefe,was 
therefore  his  conhant  care  ; to  unite  it  more  and 
more  intimately  with  God,  through  faith  work- 
ing by  love,  and  to  give  himfelf  up  with  all  his 
flrength  to  this  hidden  and  divine  life. 

3.  Some  years  before  his  death,  he  was  pecu- 
liarly employed  in  the  contemplation  of  the  blef- 
fed  Trinity.  Wherefore  he  gave  this  account  to 
his  fpiritual  guide  ; * “ I carry  about  with  me 
ordinarily  an  experimental  verify,  and  a pleni- 
tude of  the  prefence  of  the  Holy  Trinity."  And 
again,  “ I poffefs  the  lacred  Trinity  with  a pleni- 
tude of  truth  and  clearnefs;  and  this  in  fo  pure 
and  vigorous  a manner,  that  my  outward  em- 
ployment creates  me  no  diverfion  at  all.”  And 
another  time  he  writ  thus  ; “ Jefus  Chriil 
worketh  the  experience  of  his  kingdom  in  my 
heart,  and  I find  him  there  my  Lord  and  my 
Mailer,  and  myfelf  wholly  his.  I difcover  now 
a greater  enlargement  of  my  heart,  but  fuch  as  I 

am 


ing  all  ho-mage  thereto.” 

CHAP.  VI. 

His  Hope. 

STRONG  faith  cannot  but  produce  a 


firm  hope  and  charity.  A true  belief  in 
God,  what  he  is  i n himfelf,  and  what  he  is  to  us, 
will  work  a flrong  affiance  in  him,  and  ardent 
charity  towards  him  ; as  appeared  in  M.  de  Ren- 
ty,  who  being  grounded  in  faith,  had  alfo  an  un- 
daunted hope,  and  inflamed  affeHions. 

2.  The  experience  of  the  power  and  mercy  of 
God,  and  faith  in  the  infinite  merits  of  our  Re- 
deemer, were  the  two  pillars  on  which  he  built 
his  hope : and  refting  on  thefe,  he  hoped  al! 
things.  He  ufed  to  fay,  that  when  he  looked  at 
himfelf,  there  was  nothing  fo  little  wherein  he 
apprehended  not  difficulty.  But  when  he  look- 
ed upon  God,  he  could  think  nothing  difficult, 
much  lefs  impoffible. 

3.  Accordingly  in  all  affairs,  he  relied  not 
upon  his  own  prudence,  conduff,  care,  or  any 
human  ftrength  or  wifdont,  but  on  God  alone, 
faying,  “ When  we  have  done  our  duty  with 
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great  diffidence  in  ourfelves,  we  ought  to  attend 
wholly  on  God,  and  wait  his  time.”  And  thus 
he  writ  to  a friend,  “ As  for  my  children,  I leave 
them  in  the  hands  of  the  holy  Jefus,  without  de- 
termining any  thing  concerning  them,  not  know- 
ing what  would  befall  to-morrow.  He  giveth 
me  great  confidence  in  his  protection,  which 
renders  me  altogether  blind,  without  wilhing  any 
thing,  but  being  ready  for  his  will  in  every  thing.” 

4.  Guarded  with  his  perfeCi  confidence,  he 
feared  nothing,  but  remained  firm  and  refolute 
againfl  all  encounters.  He  walked  fecurely  in 
all  places,  at  all  times,  in  the  flreets,  in  the 
fields,  by  day  and  by  night;  travelling  through 
woods  and  forefls,  reputed  dangerous,  and  fre- 
quented by  robbers,  without  any  other  defence 
than  his  truft  in  God.  A friend  told  him  one 
day,  he  was  afraid  to  walk  in  the  evening  in  the 
ftreets  of  Paris  without  a fwotd,  and  defined  his 
advice;  who  told  him,  he  had  left  off  wearing  a 
fword  a long  time,  and  advifed  him,  after  he 
had  commended  the  bufinefs  to  God  by  prayer, 
to  truft  in  his  protection  ; affuring  himfelf,  that 
his  prote&ion  over  us,  is  according  to  our  reli- 
ance upon  him.” 

,5.  One  day  a fcaffold  on  which  he  flood  with 
his  workmen  fell  down,  and  hurt  feveral  of 
them  : but  it  moved  not  him  ; his  fpirit  remain- 
ed in  the  fame  evennefs  as  if  nothing  had  hap- 
pened ; 
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pened  ; being  fettled  on  him  in  whom  is  no  va- 
riablenefs,  neither  fhadow  of  turning. 

6.  Thofe  words  were  found  in  one  of  his  let- 
ters to  his  direffor.  “ My  foul  being  armed 
with  confidence  and  love,  fears  neither  the  de- 
vil nor  hell,  nor  all  the  ftratagems  of  man. 
Neither  thir*k  I at  all  on  heaven  or  earth,  but 
only  how  to  fulfil  the  will  of  God  in  every- 
th ing.” 


CHAP.  VII. 

His  love  oj  God. 

i.  HTHE  fentiments  M.  He  Renty  had  of  the 
love  of  God,  he  thus  expreft  in  a letter 
to  his  director  ; “ In  all  I read  in  the  fcripture,  I 
neither  underhand  nor  find  any  thing  but  this 
Love.  The  very  end  of  the  commandment  is  love, 
out  of  a fincere  heart.  And  this  is  acquired  by 
faith  in  Chrif  Jefus,  as  the  apollle  obferves  in 
the  following  words.  Faith  uniteth  us  to  him, 
whereby  we  facrifice  our  fouls  and  bodies,  thro’ 
his  fpirit;  which  condu&eth  us  to  the  compleat 
end  of  the  law,  to  deliver  us  up  to  God  and 
bring  him  down  to  us  in  charity,  and  a gracious 
inexplicable  union  ; to  whom  be  praife  for  ever! 
Amen  ! 

2.  Writing  to  another,  he  fays,  “ I thank 
our  Lord,  who  hath  difpofed  you  to  a perfeft 
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felf-denial.  This  is  the  way  to  love;  and  on? 
love  of  God  is  fhewn,  not  fo  much  in  receiving 
gifts  and  graces  from  him,  as  in  forgetting  our- 
felves,  in  renouncing  all  things,  and  fuffering 
conflantly  and  courageoufly  for  him.” 

3-  So  inflamed  was  M.  Dt  Renty  with  this 
love,  that  all  his  thoughts,  words  and  works, 
were  the  fruits  oi  it.  All  his  virtues  drew  their 
original  from  this:  it  was  the  beg  nning,  and 
motive,  and  end  of  all.  “ I cannot  conceal 
from  you,  laid  he  to  a friend,  that  I have  a fire 
in  my  heart,  which  burns  and  confumes  without 
ceafing.”  And  this  divine  fire  was  io  ardent  in 
his  foul,  that  the  flames  thereof  often  burft  forth 
into  his  exterior ; and  he  hath  otvned,  that 
whenever  he  pronounced  the  name  of  God,  he 
tailed  fuch  a fweetnefs  as  could  not  be  exprelf. 

4.  One  of  his  friends  allures  us,  “ he  has  of- 
ten feen  him  fo  inflamed  with  love,  that  he  ap- 
peared like  one  befide  himfelf : and  that  he  has 
told  him,  when  thefe  tranfports  were  upon 
him,  he  was  ready  to  call  himfelf  into  the  fire, 
to  tellify  his  love  to  God.  And  one  of  his  let- 
ters he  concludes  thus : “ I mull  now  hold  my 
peace  ; yet  when  I ceafe  to  fpeak,  the  fire  with- 
in that  confumes  me  will  not  let  me  reft.  Let 
us  burn  then,  and  burn  wholly  and  in  every  part 
for  God.  Since  we  have  no  being  but  by  him, 
why  do  we  not  live  to  him?  I fpeak  it  aloud 
and  it  would  be  my  crown  of  glory,  to  feal  it 
with  my  blood.” 
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* To  another  he  writes  thus:  “ I know 
not  vvliat  your  intent  was,  m writing  thofe  words, 
“ My  God  and  my  all!”  Only  you  incite  me 
thereby  to  return  the  fame  to  you  and  to  all  crea- 
tures, “ My  God  and  my  all  1 My  God  and  my 
all  ! My  God  and  my  all ! Is  your  heart  full  of 
it,  and  think  you  it  poffible  I ihould  be  filent  on 
fuch  an  invitation ! Be  it  known  to  you,  that 
he  is  my  God  and  my  all  ; and  if  you  doubt  of 
it,  I fnall  fpeak  it  a hundred  times  over.  I 
fhall  add  no  more,  for  any  thing  elfe  is  fuper* 
fluous  to  him  that  is  truly  penetrated  with  “ My 
God  and  my  all.” 

* 6.  This  love  of  God  wrought  in  him  an  in- 
credible  zeal  for  his  honour,  which  he  thus  ex- 
preffes  to  his  dire&or  ; “ One  day  being  tranfport- 
ed  with  an  earned:  defire  to  be  all  devoted  to  God, 
and  all  confumed  for  him,  I offered  up  to  him 
all  1 could,  yea,  and  all  I could  not.  I would 
willingly,  if  they  had  been  mine,  have  made  a 
deed  of  gift  to  him  of  heaven  and  earth  : and  in 
another  way,  I would  gladly  have  been  the  low- 
eft  of  all  mankind.  Yea,  and  if  fupported  by' 
his  grace,  I could  have  been  content,  to  ad- 
vance his  glory,  to  have  fuffered  the  pains  of  the 
damn’d.  In  this  difpofition  of  a calm  zeal, 
there  is  no  fort  of  martyrdom,  no  degree  of 
greatnefs  or  littlenefs,  honour  or  difhonour,  that 
paffed  not  through  my  foul,  and  that  I would 
not  readily  have  embraced  for  the  advancement 
of  his  glory.  It  is  impoflible  to  exprefs  one  cir- 
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cumffance  of  what  2 felt.  All  I could  do  was; 
to  give  up  my  liberty  to  God,  writing  the  deed 
rn  paper  and  figning  it  with  my  blood.” 

7.  See  here  the  zeal  of  a man  all  on  fire 
with  the  love  of  God  ! And  the  fureft  proof  of 
Jove,  conformity  to  his  will.  This  intimate 
union  of  his  will  with  God’s,  the  objeCf  and  end 
of  all  his  aftions,  was  indeed  one  of  his  fingn- 
lar  graces,  as  it  is  the  fum  of  all  perfection. 
He  writ  thus  to  one  concerning  the  Countefs 
of  Chatres,  with  whom  he  had  the  Jtricteft 
friendfhip ; “ I mud  own,  that  during  my  ab- 
fence  from  her,  my  heart  was  tenderly  fenfible 
of  her  pain.  But  my  defire  fubmits  to  the  will 
of  God,  and  when  that  is  figmfied,  he  gives 
me  grace  to  obey.  I was  not  at  Paris,  but  at 
Citry,  when  the  departed  ; 1 was  fent  for  poft 
but  came  two  hours  too  late.  Entering  the 
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town,  I foon  heard  the  news  of  her  death.,  Pre- 
fently  I fixt  myfelf  to  the  will  of  God;  where- 
upon I found  no  more  alteration  in  my  foul, 
than  if  fhe  had  been  alive.  I fee  his  order  in 
this,  that  I affifted  her  not  at  her  death,  and 
doubt  not  but  he  permitted  it  for  her  advan- 
tage.” 

8.  Another  time  he  writ  thus  : “ I have  thefe 
three  weeks  had  a fever,  with  a defluxion, 
and  an  extreme  weaknefs.  My  frame  of  mind 
during  this  condition,  has  been  a fimple  adhe- 
rence to  the  will  of  God.  I have  a heart  will- 
ing and  ready  to  receive  any  afflictions  that 
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can  befall  me.  I defire  whatever  is  decreed 
from  above,  and  beg  it  with  all  my  heart.” 
g.  In  the  year  1641,  one  of  his  children,  whom 
he  tenderly  loved  died.  When  the  news  was 
brought  him,  he  fpoke  not  one  word,  nor,  {hew- 
ed the  lead  fign  of  difturbance  : his  affeclion 
to  the  child  yielding  to  his  abfolute  conformity 
with  the  will  of  God. 

10.  At  the  end  of  the  year  1643,  his  lady 
fell  defperately  fick,  fo  that  fhe  was  given  over 
by  her  phyficians,  and  left  fpeechlefs  and  with- 
out fenfe.  This  affefted  him  in  the  mod  fenfible 
manner  ; and  he  broke  out  into  thefe  words  : 

“ I cannot  deny  but  my  nature  is  deeply 
affeffed  with  the  fenfe  of  fo  great  a lofs.  Yet 
my  fpirit  is  filled  with  fo  wonderful  a joy, 
to  fee  myfelf  in  fuclr  a date,  as  to  give  up, 
and  facrifice  to  my  God,  a thing  fo  dear  to  me, 
that  if  decency  did  not  forbid  it,'  I would  give 
fome  open  tedimony  of  ray  re-ad inefs  thereto.” 
Hereby  be  evidenced  the  will  of  God  to  be 
fo  abfolutely  his,  that  he  not  only  willed  whatever 
God  willed,  but  alfo  willed  it  as  God  doth,  with 
pleafure  and  fatisfa&icri.  But  it  pleafed  God 
to  redore  his  lady  to  her  health,  with  refpeft  (as 
we  may  believe)  to  the  carriage  of  his  -faithful 
fervant. 

tx.  From  this  perfeft  fubordination  to  the - 
will  of  God,  fprung  his  admirable  tranquillity- 
From  this  fountain  flowed  thofe  rivers  of  peace 
which  he  poffefled  in  fo  great  perfe&ion,  that. 
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on  the  moft  fudden  furprifals,  his  fpirit  was 
not  altered,  nor  put  into  any  disorder.  So  that 
he  could  fay  from  the  abundance  of  his  heart, 
“ I comprehend  not  that  thing  you  call  mortifi- 
cation. He  who  finds  no  refinance  in  his  fpirit 
to  any  thing,  is  not 'capable  of  it.  Whofo 
willeth  whatfoever  God  willeth,  ispleafed,  what- 
foever  happens. 

12.  With  this  Love  of  God  was  joined  Co 
deep  a reverence  of  him,  as  often  call  him  into 
trembling.  And  this  unfpeakable  refpeft  unto 
God’s  greatnefs  caufed  him  often  to  walk  in  the 
fields  bare-headed,  even  in  rain,  or  the  heat  of 
the  fun  : and  being  afked  by  a friend,  what  it 
was  that  kept  him  in  that  conftant  awe,  and  how 
he  attained  that  wonderful  reverence  he  bore 
to  God  at  all  times,  in  all  places,  in  all  employ- 
ments, he  anfwered,  <c  The  fight  of  his  glorious 
majefty,  which  continually  feems  prefent  by  me, 
keeps  me  in  exceeding  awe,  with  a deep  fienfe 
of  his  greatnefs  and  my  own  vilenefs.  A mote 
in  the  fun  is  little,  but  I am  far  lefs  in  the  pre- 
sence of  God.” 

* 13.  And  fure  it  is,  that  this  deep  fenfe  of 
his  own  vilenefs,  before  the  majefty  of  God, 
well  becomes  not  only  the  greateft  of  finners,  but 
the  holieft  of  men  upon  earth.  He  that  from  a 
valley  beholds  the  fun  when  it  rifes,  and  appears 
on  the  point  of  a high  mountain,  may  think 
him  that  ftands  above  to  be  near  it,  and  almoft 
able  to  reach  it  with  his  hand.  But  the  fame 
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man  notwithftanding  beholds  it  at  a vafl  diftance 
above  bis  head.  And  though  in  reality,  he  is 
nearer  than  the  other  that  ftands  in  the  valley, 
yet  the  proportion  is  fo  fmall  as  fcarce  deferves 
to  be  named,  in  refpeft  to  the  total  diftance. 

14.  This  reverence  of  God  occafioned  in  him 
a great  reverence  likewife  to  whatfoever  was 
devoted  to  him  : as  firft  to  all  holy  places ; at 
his  entrance  into  a church,  his  demeanor  was 
highly  model!  and  ferious.  He  never  fat 
down  there.  He  would  remain  in  it  as  long 
as  poffibly  he  could  ; fometimes  feven  or  eight 
hours  together.  If  any  perfon  fpoke  to  him 
in  church,  his  anfwerwas  fhort  ; if  a longer  was 
required,  he  went  out  and  gave  it. 

15.  He  had  great  refpeH,  fecondly,  to  holy 
perfons,  efpecially  to  priefts,  whom  he  highly 
honoured  for  their  work  fake.  Whenever  he 
met  them,  he  faluted  them  with  profound  hu- 
mility, and  in  his  travels  would  alight  off ''his 
horfe  to  do  it.  When  they  vifited  him,  he  en- 
tertained them  with  great  refpedt  ; at  their  go- 
ing, waiting  on  them  to  the  gate  : And  if  any 
dined  at  bistable,  he  gave  them  the  upper  hand, 
which  civility  heobferved  to  his  own  chaplain. 

16.  And  as  he  had  this  reverence  for  them,  fo 
had  he  an  earned  defire,  that  they  might  live 
according  to  the  dignity  of  their  calling.  When 
he  faw  any  that  did  not,  he  profeft  his  heart 
melted  into  forrow  for  them,  and  that  he  prof- 
trated  himfelf  before  our  Saviour,  and  begged 

H 6 with 


[ *4  J 


with  tears  fome  apoftolical  fpirits.  He  often  faia, 
“ Give  us,  O Lord,  our  poor  fifhermen,  men, 
fimple  in  appearance,  and  vile  in  the  eyes  of 
men  ; but  great  and  holy  within,  and  fit  to  con- 
vert fouls  by  their  fan&ity,  prayers,  and  reftlefs 
labours  ! And  herein  I difcover  a great  miftake 
ordinary  in  the  world,  that  outward  greatnefs 
and  pomp  is  the  way  to  keep  up  men’s  credit, 
and  make  them  more  capable  of  doing  good  to 
their  neighbours.  O,  no  ! It  is  grace  that  hath 
power  upon  the  fouls,  and  an  holy  and  humble 
life  thajgaineth  hearts  ! 


CHAP.  VITI. 

His  Love  of  man. 

SECT.  I. 

Of  his  love  to  man  in  general. 

l,  r (I  *’  H E grand  exercife  of  M.  de  Ren:,. 

was  to  apply  and  unite  himfelf  to  our 
Saviour,  and  from  that  union  and  example  to  de- 
rive all  his  virtues  and  good  works.  To  mould 
himfelf  after  him  was  his  general  courfe,  both 
in  his  inward  tempers  and  outward  behav  iour. 
He  never  took  his  eye  otT  of  this  divine  copy, 
but  endeavoured  to  draw  every  line  exablly,  to 

pencil 
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pencil  his  true  likenefs,  and  make  him  his  na- 
tive and  perfect  original. 

2,  This  was  the  fcope  of  all  his  defigns  and 
cares,  and  particularly  that  of  his  charity  to  his 
neighbour;  for  which  he  propounded  our  Sa- 
viour as  his  grand  exemplar,  weighing  the  affec- 
tion, he  (hewed  for  men  ; marking  what  he 
had  done,  and  what  he  had  buffered  for  them, 
how  he  fought  after,  and  converfed  with  them  ; 
how  he  inftrufled,  comforted,  and  encouraged 
them,  fometimesreproving,fometimesbearingwith 

their  infirmities  ; at  all  times  carrying  them  in  his 
bofom,  yea,  in  the  mod  intimate  inclofure  of 
his  heart. 

g.  He  well  weighed  what  Chrifi.  had  deliver- 
ed concerning  this  virtue  : that  he  had  eftablifh- 
ed  it  as  the  perfeftion  of  his  law;  that  he  had 
termed  this  command  peculiarly  his  own  ; that  he 
had  exprefsly  and  fol'emnly  bequeathed  it  to  his 
followers,  and  enforced  the  execution  of  it  upon 
them  by  all  the  ffronged  and  moft  endearing 
ties ; that  lie  had  made  this  virtue  the  diftin&ive 
charafter  of  thofe  who  were  in  reality  his  difci- 
ples  ; and  that  he  had  charged  us  to  love  our 
neighbour,  according  to  the  model,  meafure, 
and  fafhion  that  he  had  loved  us.  And  accord- 
ingly he  determined,  as  far  as  he  could,  to  love 
his  neighbour  with  the  bent  and  fpirit  of  his  maf- 
ter.  “ I figh  (faid  he)  after  my  Saviour  Jefus, 
defiring  to  imitate  and  follow  him  whither  he 
pleafeth.  I befeech  you,  by  your  prayers,  ob- 
tain for  me  his  fpirit,  to  be  my  life,  my  whole 

life.- 
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life.  Sigh  and  groan  for  me  after  my  God,  that  I 
may  be  wholly  for  him,  in  his  Son,  that  I may 
follow  him,  and  not  live  but  by  his  Spirit.’’ 

4.  Agreeably  to  this  he  endeavoured,  in  all 
the  commerce  he  had  with  men,  to  unite  him- 
felf  moft  intimately  to  our  Saviour,  giving  him* 
felf  up  as  an  inllrument  to  be  guided  by  his 
hand  in  the  helping  of  others,  befeeching  him  to 
breathe  upon  him  his  fpirit  of  love,  recommend- 
ed fo  much  in  his  word,  but  more  in  his  actions, 
and  to  inflame  him  with  this  facred  fire  which 
he  hath  kindled  in  his  church,  that  he  might  be 
wholly  confumed  with  it.  He  eonfulted  him  in 
all  his  doubts  concerning  it,  begging  him  to  infpirc 
what,  and  how,  and  when,  he  fhould  fpeak  and 
aft  for  the  good  of  his  neighbour ; and  that  in 
him  and  by  him  it  might  all  be  done. 

* 5.  He  looked  upon  men  not  according  to 
their  natural  qualities,  their  beauty,  nobility, 
riches,  or  worldly  diftinftior.s,  but  according  to 
their  more  noble  relations,  and  thofe  common  to 
all,  viz.  As  creatures  divine,  the  lively  images 
of  God,  formed  to  praife  and  love  him  to  all 
eternity  ; as  purpled  in  the  blood  of  Jefus,  bro- 
thers and  co-heirs  with  him,  his  inheritance 
bought  with  the  price  of  his  life,  and  a thou- 
fand  pangs,  and  who  therefore  muff  be  infinitely 
dear  unto  him,  and  moft  tenderly  beloved  of 
him. 

* In  this  capacity  it  was  that  he  beheld  men, 
and  applied  to  their  neceffities.  And  hereby  as 

he 
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he  was  highly  ufeful  to  his  neighbour,  fo  he 
did  not  prejudice  but  greatly  advantage  himfelf. 
He  looked  upon  God  and  Chrifl  in  every  man. 
He  confidered,  it  was  they  that  demanded  fuc- 
cour  of  him.  And  while  he  was  performing  with 
all  his  might  whatever  was  neceffary  for  the 
foul  and  body  of  the  leaf!  of  his  brethren  be- 
lieved  verily  it  was  God  and  Chrifl  to  whom 
he  rendered  that  abidance.  And  the  fame 
thought  fhould  all  make  ufe  of,  who  would  be- 
nefit their  neighbour,  without  prejudice  to  tliem- 
felves,  otherwife,  a man  fhall  fooner  lofe  his  own 
foul,  than  lead  another  to  God. 

7.  The  charity  of  this  man  of  God,  buiJt  on 
thefe  foundations,  was  fo  enlarged,  that  it  feem- 
ed  to  have  no  bounds ; in  that  he  loved  not  on- 
ly all  Chriflians,  but  all  men,  without  except- 
ing any.  Thy  commandment , fays  David,  is  ex- 
ceeding broad ; the  fame  dimenfions  had  his  cha- 
rity-; embracing  the  prefent  and  abfent,  domef- 
tics  and  flrangers,  friends  and  enemies,  good  and 
bad  ; efteeming  all  according  to  their  degree, 
fpeaking  (as  he  could)  well  of  all,  doing  good  to 
all,  and  ill  to  none. 

8.  There  was  not  any  confiderable  good  work 
ef  a public  nature,  done  at  Paris,  or  within  a 
great  difrance  of  it,  wherein  he  had  not  a great 
fcare.  There  was  no  undertaking  there,  tending 
to  the  honour  of  God  or  good  of  men,  of  which 
he  was  not  either  the  author,  or  promoter,  or  H- 
Ziifherj  and  very  often  all  thefe  together.  He 

was 
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was  one  at  all  the  meetings  of  piety ; and  of 
many  the  very  foul.  He  kept  correfpondence 
throughout  the  whole  kingdom,  concerning 
works  of  charity,  receiving  letters  from  all  parts, 
defiring  his  advice  in  all  difficulties  that  occurred, 
in  the  ereCling  or  perfecting  hofpitals,  femina- 
ries  of  religion,  and  fraternities  of  virtuous  per- 
fons,  affociating  together  for  the  better  applying 
themfelves  to  their  own  and  others  falvation,  and 
the  managing  all  forts  of  good  works. 

9.  From  Caen  one  writes  of  him  thus  : “ M. 
de  Renty  was  our  fupport  and  refuge  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  all  our  defigns,  relating  to  the  fervice 
of  God,  the  faving  of  fouls,  and  therelief  of 
the  poor  and  diftreffed.  To  him  we  continu- 
ally wrote,  and  from  him  we  received  counfel 
and  fuccour  on  all  occafions.  Nor  have  we  met 
with  any  ftnce  his  death  to  whom  we  could  have 
the  like  recourie  in  the  things  of  God.’’  Another 
from  Dijon  writes  thus:  “We  cannot  hut  ac- 
knowledge the  great  benefit  this  province  has  re- 
ceived from  M.  de  Renty.  Wherever  he  came 
he  hath  wonderfully  advanced  all  works  of  pie- 
tv.  We  may  truly  fay,  that  his  days  were  filled 
with  the  fulnefs  of  God.  Nor  do  we  believe 
he  loll  one  minute  of  time,  in  which  he  did  not 
either  fpeak  or  aCt  fomething  for  his  fervice.” 

10.  He  applied  himfeif  to  the  necefiities  cf 
the  EnglifJi,  the  I/ifJi,  the  captives  in  Ldrbary, 
and  of  the  miffions  into  the  Levant-  took  (Treat 

7 O 

pains  for  the  fupport  of  the  hofpita!  at  Mar fnlles\ 

laboured 


[ s9  J 

laboured  much  for  the  relief  of  galley-flaves,  ar/d' 
contributed  much  to  the  advancing  the  affairs  of 
New  France  in  America'.  He  had  a defign  like- 
wife  to  purge  all  trades  and  manufa&ures Trom 
the  corruptions  which  had  grown  upon  them, 
fo  that  men  might  live  upon  them  like  Chrifti- 
ans ; which  thing  he  begun  and  perfected  in  two 
of  them. 

it.  The  fcripture  he  moll  ftudied,  next  the 
life  of  our  bleffed  Saviour,  to  qualify  himfelf  for 
all  good  works,  was  St.  Paul's  defcription  of 
charity,  in  the  13th  chapter  of  his  firfl  epiflle 
to  the  Corinthians.  And  whofoever  is  exercifed 
in  the  virtues  there  defcribed,  will  not  run  in 
vain,  nor  labour  in  vain.  * Indeed  the  more 
any  one  is  animated  with  this  fpirit,  the  more 
fhall  he  advance  holinefs  in  others.  Yea,  though 
his  words  be  few  and  ordinary.  For  our  words 
do  not  derive  their  force  from  the  mouth  that 
fpeaks,  but  from  the  difpofition  of  the  heart,  and 
the  power  of  the  fpirit  that  dwells  there. 

12.  To  qualify  himfelf  to  be  more  extenfively 
ufeful  to  his  neighbour  M.  de  Renty , to  the  na- 
tural abilities  God  had  given  him-,  and  to  the 
learning  he  had  acquired  in  his  youth,  had  by  his 
induflry  added  feveral  fmaller  parts  of  know- 
ledge : and  that  not  only  for  his  own  ufe,  but  to 
teach  them  to  others,  whereby  to  help  them- 
felves.  Yea,  he  abafed  himfelf  to  learn  the 
meaneft  fktll,  which  might  be  any  way  ufeful  to 
his  neighbour.  One  day  in  Paris  he  carried  a 

friend 
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friend  with  him  to  a poor  man,  who  got  his  liv- 
ing by  making  wicker-bafkets.  He  there  finiflied 
a bafket  which  he  had  begun  fome  days  before, 
with  defign  as  foon  as  he  had  learned  it,  to  teach 
fome  poor  people  in  the  country  to  make  them, 
to  help  to  get  their  living.  He  then  left  the  baf- 
ket with  the  poor  man,  and  a piece  of  money  for 
teaching  him. 

13.  Indeed  he  took  upon  him  all  fhapes,  trans- 
formed himfelf  into  all  figures,  condefcended  to 
all  things  for  the  good  of  his  neighbour:  all  his 
thoughts,  words  and  actions,  being  wholly  call 
in  the  mould  of  charity  : * Which  made  him  fay 
one  day,  “ Methinks  my  foul  is  all  charity,  and 
I am  not  able  to  exprefs  with  what  ardour  and 
ftrange  expanfion  my  heart  is  renewed  in  the 
divine  life  of  my  Saviour,  burning  in  love  to  all 
mankind. 


SECT.  II. 

His  charity  to  the  poor. 

* i.'Y  It  TITH  regard  to  the  poor,  M.  de  Rcn- 
* » ty’s  thoughts  flayed  not  on  their  ha- 
bit or  outward  appearance;  but  pairing  further, 
he  beheld  under  thefe,  with  the  eve  of  faith,  Je- 
fus  Chrift  prefent  and  dwelling  in  them.  And  as 
he  burned  with  an  ardent  affeflion  to  our  Lord, 

fo 


fo  he  loved  them  tenderly,  fuccoured  them  with 
all  his  might,  and  left  nothing  unattempted  for 
their  fakes.  And  with  thefe  eyes,  not  thofe  of 
nature,  mull  every  one  behold  the  poor,  that  will 
love  them  indeed,  and  have  bowels  of  compaf- 
fion  for  them. 

2.  From  the  year  1641,  he  invited  to  dinner 
two  poor  men  twice  a week,  on  Tuefdays  and 
Fridays.  But  increafe  of  bufinefs  obliged  him 
five  or  fix  years  after  to  reduce  it  to  one  day, 
commonly  Thurfday ; when  he  invited  three; 
and  willing  to  join  fpiritual  alms  to  corporal,  he 
fought  out  fuch  as  feemed  moll  to  need  inllruc- 
tion.  To  this  end,  while  at  Paris,  after  his 
morning  devotions,  he  went  to  St.  Anthony's,  gate, 
and  took  fuch  as  were  newly  arrived,  whom 
courteotilly  faluting,  he  brought  home  (in  win- 
ter to  the  fire)  made  them  fit  down,  and  with  a 
cordial  affeftion,  which  appeared  in  his  whole 
behaviour,  inflru£led  them  in  the  chief  points  of 
Chriftianity.  While  they  fat  at  table,  he  ferved 
them  himfelf,  fetting  before  them  with  his  own 
hands  the  difhes  brought  in  by  his  fervants  and 
children.  After  dinner,  he  waited  on  them 
himfelf  to  the  gate,  and  difmilTed  them  with  an 
alms.  This  he  continued  to  his  death,  and  when 
he  could  not  do  it  in  perfon,  his  lady  did  the 
fame  to  fo  many  poor  women. 

3.  Befides  many  other  charities  at  his  own 
houfe,  he  endeavoured  the  general  relief  of  all 
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the  poor  in  Pans , and  the  parts  adjacent;  bulled 
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himfelf  to  underhand  their  wants,  ftudied  wavs 
of  redrefs,  and  carefully  purfued  them.  What 
he  could  not  accomplifn  himfelf,  he  commended 
to  others,  fpake  for  them,  begged  for  them, 
bought  neceffaries  for  them;  laboured  to  eflablifh 
fettled  courfes  of  living  for  men  and  children 
that  were  deditute,  and  when  he  could  not  at 
prefent  provide  for  them  abroad,  maintained 
them  at  his  own  honfe  till  he  could. 

4.  He  was  the  firff  that  motioned  fome  relief 
for  the  poor  Englijh,  driven  by  perfecution  out 
their  own  country.  He  engaged  perfons  of  qua- 
lity in  the  purchafing  of  lands  for  their  fubfift- 
ence.  When  it  was  done,  himfelf  undertook 
the  charge  of  diftributing  one  part  of  this  charity. 
This  he  performed,  monthly,  going  to  them  a 
foot,  and  commonly  alone  entering  their  cham- 
ber, he  faluted  them  with  all  tendernefs  and  re- 
fpeft,  and  gave  them  their  allowance  wrapt  up 
in  a paper. 

* 5.  In  all  his  vifits  to  the  poor,  after  a ge- 
neral furvey  of  their  wants,  he  examined  in  par- 
ticular as  well  their  fpiritual  as  bodily  necelfities; 
and  endeavoured  in  the  firfl:  place  to  mark  their 
inclinations,  their  pafiions,  their  ill  habits  ; what 
vices  were  predominant  in  them,  and  what  were 
their  chief  infirmities : that  like  a prudent  phvfi- 
cian  he  might  app'y  fit  remedies,  and  teach  them 
how  to  make  the  true  ufe  of  their  poverty. 


6.  As 
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■ 6.  As  to  their  temporal  neceffities,  he  confl- 
icted. the  capacity,  induftry,  trade  or  employ- 
ment of  each : for  tradefmen,  he  confrdered 
what  tools  or  materials  were  neceflary  to  fet 
them  to  work.  Thefe  he  provided,  either  re- 
deeming their  own,  or  buying  new.  He  then 
gave  them  provifions  for  two  or  three  days,  and 
provided  them  work  not  only  for  themfelves,  but 
alfo  for  their  wives  and  children.  Afterwards  he 
bought  fome  of  their  work,  which  he  beftowed 
in  alms  upon  others,  and  took  orders  for  the 
quick  fale  of  the  reft,  coming  to  them  from  time 
time  to  fee  if  all  went  well,  and  encourage  them 
to  take  pains. 

7.  To  thefe  we  may  add,  his  charity  to  poor 
prifoners,  whom  he  vifited,  comforted,  and  re- 
lieved, and  when  he  found  it  expedient  for  them, 
(which  he  always  firfh  confideredj  ufed  all  means 
for  their  enlargement. 

8.  There  was  in  Lozu -Normandy,  one  who  had 
been  a prifoner  for  feveral  years,  and  tho’  inno- 
cent, was  in  great  extremity.  Many  had  endea- 
voured his  releafe  but  without  fuccefs,  becaufe 
of  a powerful  adverfary.  The  thing  being  com- 
mended to  M.  de  Renty,  after  a juft  information 
of  the  cafe,  he  committed  the  profecution  of  it  to 
his  own  advocate,  made  a report  of  it  to  the 
council,  and  went  frequently  in  perfon  to  follicit 
it. 
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g.  But  notwithftanding,  perceiving  the  poor 
man’s  caufe  to  hang  long,  he  changed  his  pur- 
pofe,  and  writ  to  his  adverlary,  offering,  if  the 
bufinefs  might  be  referred  to  him,  to  take  a jour- 
ney into  Normandy  immediately.  When  he 
came  to  the  town,  he  went  direftly  to  the  prifon, 
and  after  an  exhortation  to  the  prifoners,  fecond- 
ed  by  his  alms,  he  told  the  poor  man  his  defign, 
and  exhorted  him  to  pray  to  God  for  a bleffing 
on  his  endeavours,  and  to  reft  in  hope  that  by 
fome  means  or  other  he  fhould  fhortly  be  deli- 
vered. 

10.  He  then  went  to  the  other’s  houfe ; 
whence  he  returned  to  the  prifon  for  information 
on  fome  difficulties  that  occurred.  Finding  all 
the  prifoners  together  at  their  ufual  devotions, 
he  waited  till  they  had  done.  Having  then  re- 
ceived information,  he  went  back  to  the  other, 
with  whom  he  came  to  fuch  an  agreement,  that 
this  poor  man,  after  a world  of  mifery,  during 
nine  years  imprifonment,  was  at  length  fet  at  li- 
berty. He  maintained  him  eight  days  at  his  own 
houfe,  advifing  and  exhorting  him  every  even- 
ing: and  at  his  departure  perfuaded  him  to  go 
and  fee  his  (former)  adverfary  ; whom  he  now- 
found  as  traftable  and  friendly,  as  before  he  had 
been  fevere. 


SECT. 
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SECT'.  III. 

His  chanty  to  the  fick. 

l.TF  his  charity  to  the  poor  was  thus  great,  it 

JL  was  ftill  greater  to  fuch  poor  as  were  fick-. 
He  was  not  content  to  affifl  thefe  in  one  or  two 
ways;  but  they  found  in  him,  and  often  in  one 
vifit,  a benefaflor,  a phyfician,  apothecary,  bur- 
geon, a paltor,  friend  and  fervant. 

2.  In  the  year  1641,  he  learned  to  let  blood, 
and  feveral  parts  of  furgery.  He  acquainted 
himfelf  likewife  with  the  manner  of  making  up 
moft  forts  of  medicines;  and  he  confulted  with 
a phyfician,  by  whom  he  was  inftructed  in  the 
principal  parts  of  the  art  of  phyfic,  Whenever 
he  went  abroad,  he  had  with  him  a burgeon’s 
box,  and  powders  for  the  cure  of  moll  ordinary 
dife.afes  ; which  he  ufcd  with  great  dexterity,  and 
with  equal  prudence,  never  advancing  beyond 
’his  knowledge. 

3.  In  his  vi fits  to  the  fick,  he  never  fhuned 
any  fervice  neceffary  for  them,  and  in  his  power 
to  perform  ; as  making  their  beds,  helping  them 
to  bed,  making  their  fire,  betting  in  order  their 
little  houfliold-finff ; hoping  thereby  to  win 
upon  their  affections,  and  draw  them  to  God 
with  more  facility’. 

4.  In 
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4-  In  every  family  he  took  an  opportunity  to 
•enquire  whether  God  was  ferved  there  ?•  And 
whether  any  quarrels  or  differences  were  among 
them,  which  he  took  care  to  make  up  without  de- 
lay. And  he  never  left  any  without  providing 
for  all  their  neccffities,  which  he  took  notice  of 
with  incredible  diligence,  fweetnefs,  and  ref- 
peft ; difpenfing  with  other  bufinefs,  that  he 
mioht  have  time  to  hear  all  their  complaints. 

t5  Neither  did  he  only  vifit  the  Tick,  but  they 
alio  fought  him,  and  would  find  him  out  where- 
foever  he  came,  if  they  were  able  to  go  abroad. 
The  Tick,  the  weak,  the  lame,  or  otherwife 
infirm,  flocked  to  him  from  all  quarters  : 
he  might  often  be  feen  encompaffed  with 
them  ; feme  requefting  his  medicines,  fome  his 
alms,  fome  his  counfel.  He  treated  all.  as  a 
true  difciple  of  his  great  mailer,  with  the  like 
diffufive  charity  ; and  Hood  in  the  midft  of  them 
with  the  like  goodnefs  and  patience,  endeavour- 
ing to  do  good,  and  to  minifler  comfort  to  all. 

6.  Nor  did  his  chaiity  decline  the  cafe  of  tliofe 
difeafes  which  nature  cannot  behold  without  hor- 
ror and  averfion.  During  his  flay  at  Dijon,  he 
was  informed  of  one,  who  having  been  among  a 
company  offoldiers,  was  left  by  them  in  fo  noi- 
fome  a condition,  that  none  would  come  near 
her,  and  the  perfon  where  file  lodged  was  going 
■ to  turn  her  out  of  doors.  He  went  inflantly  to 
the  houfe,  perfwaded  them  to  keep  her  there, 
and  hired  a woman  to  attend  her.  Then  he  pro- 
vided 
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videdher  proper  phyflc  and  nourifnment,  which 
he  brought  her  with  his  own  hands  : in  the  mean 
time,  reading  to  her  every  day,  inftrucling  and 
comforting  her.  By  this  means  he  at  length 
not  only  retrieved  her  from  the  jaws  of  death, 
hut  induced  her  to  fpend  the  reft  of  her  life  in 
a virtuous  and  Chriftian  manner. 


SECT.  IV. 

His  zeal for  the  Jldvation  of  his  neighbour. 

liTV  M de  Renty  being  continually  inflamed 
'-LVJLe  with  the  love  of  God,  inceflantly 
fought  always,  and  ufed  all  means  to  make  him 
more  known  and  loved  by  all  men,  both  here 
and  eternally.  And  this  his  zeal  had  no  bounds  ; 
it  extended  not  only  to  all  France,  but  to  all  the 
world;  info  much  that  he  faid  to  an  intimate 
friend,  “ I am  ready  to  ferve  all  men,  not  ex- 
cepting one,  and  to  lay  down  my  life  for  any 
one.”  He  earneftly  defired  to  enlighten  with  the 
knowledge  of  God,  and  inflame  with  his  love, 
the  whole  world ; of  which  Paris  being  as  it 
were  an  epitome,  he  went  through  ail  the  quar- 
ters and  ftreets  of  that  vaft  city,  fearching  out 
what  he  could  remove  or  bring  in,  fortheglory 
of  God,  and  falvation  of  fouls.  And  the  fame 
fpirit  which  moved  him  hereto:  bleft  his  endea- 

Vql.  XI.  E 
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vours  to  reffify  what  was  amifs,  and  to  firengtheu 
what  was  right.  * This  he  did  in  fo  man)  fe- 
veral  ways,  as  a man  would  think  it  impoffible: 
but  what  cannot  a man  do  that  is  zealous,  difin- 
terefted,  and  full  of  God  ? 

2.  He  performed  what  poffibiy  he  could  in  Iris 
own  perfon,  not  fparing  any  pains,  nor  loling 
one  moment:  and  where  his  power  fell  fhort,  he 
engaged  others : and  in  all  places  he  laboured, 
as  much  as  in  him  lav,  to  induce  fuch  as  defired 
to  follow  Chrift,  to  join  together,  and  alfift  one 
anotbet'  in  working  out  both  their  own  and  their 
neighbour’s  falvation.  Many  fuch  focicties  he 
eflabl illied  at  Caen,  at  Amines,  at  Dijon,  and  in 
feveral  parts  of  Burgundy,  whofe  endeavours 
being  animated  by  a true  zeal  for  God,  were 
blefiedwith  unexpected  fnccefs. 

0.  To  arm  one  who  was  thus  engaged,  againft 
the  difficulties  he  met  with,  he  writ  to  him  thus  : 

« l am  veiy  fenfibie  of  the  prefent  ftorms  that 
vou  endure  ; though  there  is  no  reafon  why  men 
ihould  alarm  vou  thus,  feeing  they  have  no  caufe 
of  reproach  from  your  dcfign,  nor  liave  you  done 
anv  thing  againft  the  gofoel  : yet  1 do  not  won- 
der at  thefe  erodes.  5Ti$  fufRcient  to  know  that 
you  defne  to  follow  Jefus  Chrift  : therefore  you 
nruft  reckon  contradiction  to  be  your  portion  in 
thefe  days  of  your  fleih.  Only  be  firm  in  your 
confidence  in  our  Lord,  filtering  none  of  thefe 
ftorms  to  trouble  you,  or  to  obfeure  that  light 
which  hath  moved  you  to,  and  guarded  you  i't 
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fills  bufinefs.  God  deliver  you  from  (he  rea- 
fonings  of  flefh  and  blood,  which  at  fuch  times 
are  apt  to  multiply  upon  us  : be  allured,  that  if 
you  hearken  not  to  them,  God  will  manifeft 
himfelf  unto  you  ; he  will  comfort  and  fortify 
you  in  faith,  and  in  experience  of  the  gift  of  his 
holy  Spirit.” 

a.  To  another  he  writ  thus  : “ Blefled  for  ever 
he  the  Holy  Jefu.%  for  the  good  beginning  cf 
thofe  you  mention.  II  the  other  had  a little  more 
courage  to  break  her  fetters,  it  would  he  a great 
11  ep  : and  furely  there  needs  not  fo  much  deli- 
beration to  give  up  ourfelves  to  him,  although 
he  be  to  the  Jews  a ft umbli fig-block,  and  to  the 
Greeks  foolinmefs.  Not  that  God  hath  any  need 
of  our  good  parts  or  excellent  qualities,  who 
commonly  confounds  the  wifdom  of  the  wife,  by 
little  things  which  he  chufeth.  Blefied  be  that 
Kttlenefs  which  is  accounted  weaknefs,  and  yet 
overthroweth  all  the  power  and  prudence  of  the 
world.  ’ 

* e).  We  mentioned  before  his  endeavour  to 
reform  trades  from  the  abufes  and  corruptions 
which,  in  proeefs  of  time,  they  had  contracted, 
and  to  fanCtify  them,  that  fome  at  leaft  in  > each 
might  live  like  the  primitive  Chriftians,  in  com- 
mon ; deducting  from  their  Rock  only  their  ne- 
cefTary  maintenance,  and  bellowing  the  reft  on 
the  poor.  And,  at  length,  he  in  part  effcCted 
it ; fc  that  there  are  now  two  companies  in  Paris , 
one  of  taylors,  the  other  of  Shoemakers,  and  of 
E 2 thefe 
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thefe  in  feveral  quarters  of  the  city,  (and  the  like 
there  are  at  Thoulotije)  who  live  in  community  ; 
rifing,  eating,  working  and  praying  together 
morning  and  evening  : calling  each  other  bro- 
thers, and  living  together  in  the  drifted  unity 
and  concord. 

6.  Faffing  one  day  by  the  hofpital  of  St.  Gervafe, 
and  hearing  it  was  devoted  to  the  lodging  of 
poor  travellers,  he  de fired  leave  of  the  fuperior 
to  inftruft  them,  in  the  evening  when  they 
where  met  together.  And  this  he  did  from  that 
time,  every  night,  coming  thither  on  foot, 
and  commonly  alone,  dimmer  and  winter.  Af- 
ter inftr.ufting  them,  he  joined  with  them  in 
prayer,  which  he  concluded  with  his  alms.  And 
this  he  continued  many  years,  till  fome  Church- 
men, moved  by  his  example,  undertook  that 
work,  which  they. continue  to  this  day, 

* 7.  His  tender  ire  fs  of  heart  to  thefe  poor 
people  was  exceeding  great,  joined  with  fuch 
humility  as  cannot  cafily  be  exp  re  fled.  When 
he  met  any  one  ay  the  hofpital,  he  fainted  him 
with  great  refpeft,  put  him  before  him,  and 
talked  with  him  bare-headed.  If  any  kneeled 
to  him,  he  did  the  like  to.  them,  and  continued 
on  his  knees  till  they  rofe  fifth  One  of  them 
obferving  him  diligently,  and  knowing  him  to- 
be  the  Lord  of  the  place  where  he  himfelf  lived, 
was  deeply  affefted  at  the  fight,  and  came  and 
fell  at  his  feet : M.  de  Renty  did  the  like  to  him, 

and 
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and  continued  in  that  pofture  a long  time,  re- 
viving not  to  rife  before  the  poor  man. 

* 8.  Going  one  day  to  vifit  the  holy  place  of 
Monmatre,  after  his  prayers  faid  in  the  church, 
he  retired  into  a defolate  part  of  the  mountain, 
near  a little  fpring.  There  he  kneeled  down  to 
prayer,  and  that  ended,  dined  on  a piece  of 
'bread  and  a draught  of  water.  After  dinner  he 

O 

took  out  his  teftament,  and  read  a chapter  on 
his  knees,  bare-headed,  with  extraordinary  re- 
verence. Juft  then  came  a poor  man,  faying, 
his  prayers.  M.  de  Re.nly  rofe  up  to  falute 
him,  and  fell  into  a difcourfe  with  him  concern- 
ing God,  and  that  fo  powerfully,  that  the  poor 
man  ftriking  his  breaft,  fell  down  upon  the 
ground  to  adore  that  great  God.  Immediately 
after,  came  a poor  maid  to  draw  water  at  tho  we!!, 
whom  he  afleed,  What  {he  was?  She  anfwered, 
a fervant,  “ But  do  you  know,  laid  he,  you  are 
a Chriftian,  and  to  what  end  you  was  created  ?’’ 
Whence  he  took  occafion  fo  to  inftrutl  her, 
that  confeffing  Ihe  bad  never  before  thought  of 
the  end  of  her  creation,  fire  prornifed  from 
thenceforth  deeply  to  confider,  and  ferioufly  to 
purfue  it. 

9.  In  his  firft  return  from  Dijon,  he  flopped 
three  or  four  times  in  the  way,  to  inftrutl  the 
poor  paffengers  ; and  onte  went  out  of  the  road, 
to  fhew  fome  labourers  in  the  field,  how  to  fanc- 
iify  the  work  they  were  about. 
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10.  A young  maid  in  Pans,  having  been 
very  cruelly  it  fed  by  her  uncle,  fell  info  fuch  a 
dilorner,  that  in  a fury  fhe  accufed  our  Saviour 
as  the  caufe  of  her  mifery,  for  abandoning  her 
to  fuch  a man.  In  this  horrible  condition,  {he 
received  the  facrament  feveral  times  in  a day  ; 
on  purpofe  to  do  defpight  to  our  Saviour,  and 
provoke  him  to  limfh  her  defiruftion.  M.  dt 
Penty  was  no  fooner  informed  of  this,  than  he 
hafled  to  find  her  out  ; as  he  did,  after  eight  clays 
learch,  in  the  very  aft  of  communicating.  He 
immediately  conveyed  her  thence,  and  took  fo 
great  care  both  of  her  foul  and  body,  that  {fie  re- 
turned to  herfelf,  and  gave  ample  teftimonies  of 
her  repentance. 

n.  As  the  defign  of  advancing  the  falvation  of 
men,  is  attended  with  much  doing  and  much 
buffering,  it  is  necefiary  for  him  that  undertakes 
it",  to  fortify  himfelf  with  courage  and  patience; 
and  both  thefe  were  moll  eminently  in  M.  dt 
Rtnty,  being,  in  the  firfl  place,  full  of  courage, 
refolute.  and  laborious;,  employing  his  body  as 
if  he  had  two  more  in  referee  when  that  was 
fpem ; difpatching  more  bufmefs  in  one  half- 
hour,  than  others  did  in  many  days.  Very  hold 
he  was  in  entering  upon  difficulties,  and  quick  in 
extricating  himfelf  from  them. 

12.  A lady  who  had  left  much  to  pious  ufes, 
made  him  her  executor.  Being;  informed,  her 
friends,  men  of  eminent  power,  were  much  dif- 
pleafed,  he  replied,  “ I never  moved  her  to  be- 
llow 
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flow  any  of  her  eflate  this  way ; but  fince  her 
piety  has  prompted  her  to  it,  I fhall  not  be  dil- 
mayed  with  any  power  that  fhall  oppofe  it  : my 
care  is  to  perform  her  will,  and  for  other  things 
I take  no  thought.1’ 

13.  Seeing  one  day  fome  gentlemen  fighting, 
he  threw  himfeli  between  their  fwords,  laying 
hold  on  thofe  who  feemed  moil  outrageous.  At 
firfi:  they  quarrelled  with  him  ; but  in  a fhort 
time  were  friends,  both  with  him,  and  with  one 
another. 

* 14.  His  zeal  was  accompanied,  fecondly, 
with  unparalleled  patience  ; a Virtue  highly  re- 
quifite  for  him  that  would  fave  the  fouls  of  men; 
feeing  he  mull  endeavour  to  win  their  hearts, 
at  which  he  is  to  make  his  firfi  entrance  ; not 
following  his  own  will  or  inclinations,  but  theirs; 
becoming  all  things  to  all  men  ; waiting  long 
for  their  converfion,  and  attending  (without  be- 
ing tired  and  difcouraged,  though  by  all  his  la- 
bour he  fhould  gain  but  little  ground)  the  favour- 
able moments  wherein  they  may  yield  to  his  mo< 
tives.  He  muff,  like  this  holy  man,  not  onlv 
be  willing  to  endure  hunger,  third,  heat,  cold, 
wet,  wearinefs  and  other  outward  pains,  infepa- 
rably  attendant  on  employments  of  this  na- 
ture ; but  alfo  the  importunities,  complaints, 
paffions,  the  repulfes,  the  contempts  and  injuries 
that  are  continually  to  be  expended  in  them. 

115.  While  he  was  employed  in  infirufling  the 
poor  travellers  in  the  hofpi-tal  of  St.  Gervaje , a 
E 4 mna 
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man  who  was  fettled  there,  looking  upon  it  as- 
an  intrufion  into  his  office,  came  to  him,  as  he 
was  in  the  midft  of  the  poor,  and  with  many 
injurious  and  reproachful  words,  forbad  him  to 
come  any  more,  M.  de  Renty  having  heard  him 
without  any  emotion,  replied,  “ The  poor  peo- 
ple had  much  need  of  inflru&ion ; and  fince  he 
would  not  be  at  the  pains  of  it  himfelf,  he  prayed 
him  not  to  hinder  one  that  would.”  This  did 
not  fatisfy  him  at  all,  but  he  came  four  days  to- 
gether to  drive  out  M.  de  Renty , interrupting 
him  as  foon  as  he  began  ; but  he  hill  received 
him  with  the  fame  fpirit,  and  at  length  overcame 
evil  with  good. 

16 ■ One  day  he  vifited  a perfon  who,  from  a 
groundlefs  fufpicion,  had  cruelly  ufed  his  wife  ; 
who  underftanding  his  bufinefs,  entertained  him 
very  eoarfelv,  giving  him  much  opprobrious  lan- 
guage, lifting  up  his  hand  to  ftrike  him,  and  of- 
fering to  thruft  him  out  of  doors.  M.  de  Renty 
replied  not  one  word,  but  after  fome  time,  drew 
near  again,  embraced  him,  and  accofted  him 
with  fuch  foft  language,  that  he  was  perfwaded, 
at  length,  to  go  to  conlefTion,  which  he  had  not 
done  in  twelve  years  before,  and  to  be  fully  re- 
conciled to  his  wife;  infomuch  that  he  lived, and 
died  a good  Chriftian. 

17.  Another  time,  vifiting  a poor,  old  man 
that  was  fick,  he  began,  as  ufual,  to  fpeak  oi 
fpiritual  things.  But  the  old  man,  inftead  of 
liflning,  fell  into  apalhon,  telling  him,  he  under- 

flood 


ftood  thofe  things  better  than  he.  M.  de  Reniy 
told  him,  he  would  be  glad  to  be  inftru&ed  ; 
and  after  a great  deal  of  patience,  and  attention, 
taking  advantage  from  fome  things  in  that  weak 
difcourfe,  to  convince  and  inform  him  better,  he 
proceeded  fo  happily,  that  the  reft  of  his  days  he 
led  a truly  Chriftian  life. 

18.  His  patience  in  bearing  with  the  faults  and 
im  perfections  of  others,  as  it  was  truly  exem- 
plar}', fo  it  never  took  away,  or  weakened  his 
defire  to  correCS  them,  for  which  he  only  waited 
a proper  occafion.  When  be  intended  to  re- 
prove another,  he  commonly  firft  accufed  him- 
fe If,  to  prepare  them  by  his  example.  Having 
fuch  an  intention,  be  began  a difcourfe  of  that 
•openne/s  with  which  Chriftians  ought  to  tell  one 
another  the  truth  ; for  want  of  which  we  grow 
grey  in  our  vices,  and  often  carry  them  with  us 
to  onr  graves  ; faying,  “ He  fhould  hold  lnmfeli 
'exfreamly  obliged  to  any  who  would  fhew  him 
that  kindnefs-.  His  friend  finding  his  heart  ex- 
ceedingly foftened',  befought  him  to  deal  freely' 
and  plainly  with  him,  in  telling  him  whatfoever 
he  faw  amifs  in  him  ; which  thintr  then,  he  did. 

* tp-  But  his  patience  did  not  in  the  leaft 
"break  in  upon  that  fortitude,  winch  is  often  re- 
quifite  in  the  things  of  God,  for  the  good  of  our 
neighbour,  and  for  the  worthy  preserving  of  our 
juft  authority.  He  knew  fie  verity  rnuft  be  ufed 
fometimes,  efprcialiy  when  we  have  to  do  with 
ftubbora  offenders  ; and  accordingly  advifed . & 
friend,  concerning  a third  perfon,.  “ Take,  besci 
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of  humbling  yourfelf  before  that  man  ; the  abat- 
ing yourfelf  in  this  cafe,  would  both  prejudice 
him,  and  the  caufe  of  God.  Reprove  him  fe- 
verely  and  roundly.!’ 

20.  And  not  in  thefe  inftances  only,  but  in  all 
others,  his  zeal  was  accompanied  both  with  free- 
dom and  prudence.  For  though  his  humility  has 
concealed  many  of  his  inward  graces  and  out- 
ward actions-,  yet  many  likewife  has  Ills  zeal 
brought  to  light,  where  he  judged  it  neceffary  for 
the  glory  of  God,  or  the  good  of  his  neighbour  : 
concerning  which  he  thus  wrote  to  a virtuous 
lady  : 

“ Give  me  leave  to  fpeak  my  thoughts  of  that 
liberty  we  ought  to  ufe,  in  communicating  freo- 
ly  the  gifts  of  God  bellowed  upon  us,  to  fuch 
per  funs  as  may  reap  fruit  from  them  ; not  Hilling 
them  in  ourfelves,  whereby  we  obflru£t  a fecond 
fruit,  which  God  expects  from  his  graces.  * We 
fhould  confider  ourfelves  fet  in  the  world  as  1 
chryftal,  which,  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  uni- 
verfe,  would  give  free  pafiage  to  all  the  light 
which  it  receives  from  above  : fo  ought  we  to 
impart  all  the  talents  we  receive,  and  this  with- 
out difguife,  or  the  leaf!  claim  of  propriety. 

*■“  Farther:  as  the  chryftal,  if  feveral  torches 
were  fet  under  it,  would  tranfmit  the  beams  of 
them  all  towards  heaven  : fo  whatever  honours 
or  commendations  we  receive  from  below, 
fhould' freely  pdfs  through  us  up  to  God-;  for 
God.  hath  therefore  heftowed  upon  us  fuch  things- 
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as  are  praife-worthy,  not  that  the  praife  thereof 
fhould  reft  upon  us,  but  that  it  may  pafs  through 
us  to  him,  that  he  may  bleffed  and  praifed  in 
all  things.” 

21.  Yet  his  zeal,  though  free,  was  not  fo  in- 
difcreet,  as  to  be  its  own  herald  Upon  every  ap- 
pearance of  doing  good  ; but  was  very  circum- 
fpeft  in  weighing  all  circumftances.  According- 
ly, in  the  fame  letter,  he  gives  this  wife  advice, 
touching  the  order  and  meafure  which  are  necef- 
fary  to  be  obferved  in  this  communication. 

11  To  forne  we  mull  lay  open  our  hearts  freely 
and  exaftly  ;.to  others  more  refervedly;  to  others 
we  fhould  be  altogether  locked  up,  concealing 
from  them  what  we  fee  nodifpofmon  in  them  to 
make  a good  ufe  of.” 

* 22.  Zeal  indeed  fhould  be  always  attended 
with  prudence,  to  confider  things  well,  and  exe- 
cute them  in  the  beft  manner  ; to  prevent  mif- 
chiefs,  or  redrefs  them  with  as  much  of  fweet* 
nefs,  and  as  little  acrimony  as  poffible.:  and  irv 
defperate  cafes,  or  where  the  cure  would  prove 
worfe  than  the  difeafe,  to  fuffer  and  pafs  them 
over;  fome  fouls  having  delefts,  as  it  were,  in- 
corrigible* which  God  permits  io  Derfeft  them 
by  humility;  and  others  likewife,  that  have  an 
intercourfe. with  them,  by  patience  and  charity. 

* 23.  One  great  point  of  prudence  requifite 
in  a zealous  man,  is,,  neither  to  hurt  his  body  by 
too  much  labour*  nor  his  mind  with  too  much 
bufmefs.  As  to  the  latter  of  thefe,  M.  di Renty 
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100k  efpecial  care,  fo  to  manage  ail  his  works  of 
chanty,  thai  his  piety  might  not  be  hindered  but 
advanced  thereby,  indifpenfably  performing  all 
his  exercifes  of  devotion  ; and  while  he  converf- 
eJ  moft  with  his  neighbour,  referving  a confidera- 
ble  part,  both  of  the  day  and  night,  for  converf- 
ing  with  God.  As  to  the  other,  he  thus  exprefs- 
ed  himfelf  to  a clergyman,  who  had  impaired  his 
health  by  extreme  labour  : 

“ Give  rne  leave,  Sir,  to  tell  vou  plainly,  that 
you  fhould  not  iinpofe  too  much  upon  yourfelf, 
left  for  want  of  moderation,  you  render  yourfelf 
altogether  unfei vice'able.  The  enemy  ufuallv 
takes  no  fmall  advantage  of  fuch  free  and  well- 
difpofed  natures;  you  are  not  your  own,  but  a 
debtor  to  all  men.  Preferve  yourfelf  therefore,, 
not  by  indulging  your  body,  but  bv  laving  upon 
it  no  more  than  it  is  able  to  bear.” 

24.  Eeing  at  Ci'try,.  in  the  latter  end  of  the 
year  1642,  he  had  a flrong  impreftion  upon  his 
fpirit,  that  at  his  return  to  Paris,  he  fhould  find 
anew  employment  about  the  poor,  and  be  much 
taken  up  therein.  Accordingly,  two  days  after 
his  return  thither,  fome  perfons  came  to  advife 
with  him,  about  2 courfe  of  relieving  all  fuch 
poor  in  the  city,  as  were  afhamed  to  beg.  He 
undertook  to  vi fit  a fourth  part  of  them,  and  tc 
aflift  them  according  to  their  necefnties-.  An  em- 
ployment  fufficient  to  take  up  the  whole  tune  of 
one  man,  which  yet  he  performed,,  notwithftand- 
ing.  the  multitude  of  his.  other  'occupations  y fo 
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that  we  mull;  fay,  without  a fpecial  affiflance,  -he 
could  not  have  done  and  fullered  what  he  did  ; 
but  God,  who  hath  limited  our  flrength  of  body, 
can  increafe  it  when  and  how  he  pleafeth. 

25.  Sometimes  he  received  before-hand  only  a 
prefent  impulfe  offomething  to  be  done,  with- 
out any  particular  difcovery.  As  when  he  was 
much  preffed  in  fpirit  to  go  to  Pontois,  without 
underllanding  any  reafon  for  it;  yet,  believing 
it  to  be  the  call  of  God,  he  immediately  under- 
took the  journey  ; where  unexpectedly  he  met 
with  a nobleman  of  great  quality,  who  was  come 
from  a province  far  diflant,  on  purpofe  to  be  in- 
ftructed  by  M.  de  Renty,  how  to  ferve  God, 
which  he  had,  till  then,  little  known,  arid  lefs 
pradtiftd. 

26.  But  though  this  great  fervant  of  God  had 
an  excellent  faculty  of  afhfling  all,  yet  was  he 
more  eminently  aftiftant  to  fome  particular  per- 
sons-, for  the  healing  their  fouls,  and  leading 
them  on  apace  in  the  narrow  way  of  perfection.. 
I fhall  mention  one  only,  the  Cormtefs  of  Chat, 
res,  who  being  deep  in  the  affedlions  of  the 
world;  as  are  mo  ft  young  ladies  of  her  quality,  it 
plea-fed*  God  to  infpire  her  with  a defire  to  afk  ad- 
vice of  M.  de  Rally  ; this  he  gave  her  with  fo 
happy  fuccefs,..  that  he  hknfelf  was  aftoniflred  at 
it.  In  lefs  than  a year,  file  was  fo  perfectly  dif- 
engaged  from  ali  thofe  little  conveniences  and  ac- 
commodations, which  our  ladies  perfwade  them- 
Mves  are  abfolutely  neceffary,  that  one.  offering'. 

her: 
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Tier  fomething  of  this  kind,  which  fhe  was  for- 
merly fond  of,  (he  anfwered,  “ I thcnk  God,  I 
have  quitted  this,  and  many  more  things,  for  the 
love  of  God,  and  yet  find  no  want  at  all.'’ 

27.  God  gave  him  light  to  difcern  her  proper 
way,  how  to  renounce  herfelf,  and  advance  in 
the  paths  of  folid  virtue,  and  to  fupport  her  in 
great  inward  affliftions.  And  fhe,  on  her  part, 
refigned  up  herfelf  to  his  guidance,  and  forced 
herfelf  to  put  his  advice  in  execution:  a thing 
very  requifite  in  thofe  who  would  make  ufe  of 
the  conduct  of  others  to  good  purpofe. 

* 28.  Though  this  happy  mtercoui  fe,  accom- 
panied with  fuch  fignal  bled  kings,  had  contracted 
a firifd  and  perfeft  friendlhip  between  them,  vet 
he  was  very  wary  and  referved  in  his  con  vena- 
tion with  her;  vifning  her  only  when  the  wu;k 
of  God  required  it,  and  neither  (peaking  nor 
Haying  with  her  any  longer  than  was  precifely  ne- 
celfary.  This  (he  thougjit  a little  harfh,  and  com- 
plained of  it  to  a friend,  whom  fire  knew  to  have 
feme  power  with  him,  fating,  “ M.  de  Reitty 
extremely  mortifies  me  with  his  civilities  and  rc- 
fervednefs.  I have  great  need  to  fee  him  ofien, 
and  yet  cannot  obtain  it  Nay,  when  we  are 
together.,  he  will  not  fit  down,  except  when  I 
am  Tick,  or  not  able  to  Hand  any  longer  ; and  al- 
ways with  his  hat  in  his  hand.  I beg  you  to  tell 
him,  what  out  of  refpeid  I dare  nor,  what  in- 
quietude I fuffeij  to  fee.  his  behaviour  fuch  to- 
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ward  me,  who  ought  to  be  continually  under  his 

feet.” 

The  perfon  acquainting  him  with  this,  he  an- 
fwered,  “ I proceed  in  this  manner  becaufe 
my  duty  to  God  and  to  the  Countefs  of  Ckatres 
require  it.  My  Saviour  obliges  me  to  converfe 
with  her  ; but  I mud  do  no  more  than  what  is 
neceffary,  and  fo  retire,  for  which  this  pofture 
is  moll  convenient.  If  we  fat  down,  we  fhould 
forget  ourfelves,  and  talk  more  than  is  necefiary, 
and  perhaps  pafs  on  to  things  unprofitable  : 
therefore  we  ought  both  to  hand  upon  our 
guard.” 

29.  Thofe  who  undertake  the  conduft  of 
fouls,  ought  ferioufly  to  confider  this  anfwer  ; 
and  to  be  fully  perfuaded,  that  the  bufinefs  does 
not  confifl  in  fpeaking  much  to  them,  but  in  difi- 
pofing  them  to  fpeak  to  God,  and  in  making 
them  fit  for  God  to  fpeak  to  them. 

30.  In  the  year  1647,  having  vifited  one  af- 
flifted  with  great  pains,  he  thus  writ  to  his  direc- 
tor 

“ I have  been  with  the  perfon  you  know  of, 
and  have  told  her  v/hat  I thought  fuitable  to  her 
condition.  I acquainted  her  how  we  ought  to 
lay  this  fure  foundation,  that  we  are  nothingbut 
weaknefsandmifery  itfelf;  and  that  God  from  this 
infufficiency  of  ourfelves  to  all  good,  means  to 
extract  humility  and  diffidence  of  ourfelves,. 
obliging  us  thereby  to  fly  to  his  Son,  to  find 
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ftrength  in  him,  and  a remedy  for  all  our 
miferies. 

“ As  concerning  myfelf,  I have  not  much  to 
fay.  Only  I find  within  myfelf,  by  the  mercy  of 
God,  a great  tranquility  in  his  prefence,  through 
the  Spirit  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  fuch  an  inward 
experience  of  eternal  life,  as  I am  not  able  to 
exprefs.  Yet  I find 'myfelf,  fo  naked  and  barren 
that  I wonder  at  the  condition  I am  in,  and  by 
which  I difcourfe.  In  my  converfe  with  this 
perfon,  I begun  my  fpeech,  not  knowing  how  to 
purfue  it.  After  the  fecond  fentence  1 had  not 
the  lead  forefight  of  what  fhould  be  the  third  ; 
and  fo  of  the  reft.  Not  but  that  I feem  to  have 
a perfefft  knowledge  of  the  things  I fpeak,  in 
fuch  a manner  as  I am  capable  of  it.  But  I 
only  utter  what  is  given  me,  and  in  the  fame 
way  as  it  is  communicated,  I communicate  it  to 
others.”  - 


CHAP.  IX. 

His  ouiwara  behaviour,  and  eondudi  of  buji- 

71tf5‘ 

1.  \ yjf  de  Rauy  being  fenfible,  that  even  our 
-L  '■  --  ® outward  behaviour  is  of  great  confe- 
quence  in  the  fervice  of  our  neighbour,  being 
that  which  makes  the  firft  impreflion  upon  them, 
did  whatever  he  could  for  the  well  ccmpofmg 
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,3iis  exterior,  keeping  .his  geflures,  motions, 
looks,  and  all  parts  of  his  converfation  in  fuch 
a harmony,  as  he  judged  fitted  to  draw  his  neigh- 
bour to  God. 

*2.  He  was  very  moded,  always  calm  and 
inviolably  equal.  Among  all  the  things  I ob- 
ferved  in  M.  de  Renty,  (fays  one  of  his  intimate 
friends)  what  fnd  affefted  me  was,  his  rare 
modedy  and  great  evenned  of  behaviour.  There 
was  fomething  in  his  looks  which  carried  fo 
much  reverence  in  it  one  might  eafily  judge, 
he  was  always  actually  in  the  prefence  of  God.” 

3.  In  every  condition  or  employment  whatfo- 
•ever,  he  was  the  Tame  in  his  looks,  gedures, 
words  and  affions,  whether  alone  or  in  com- 

| 

pany,  with  rich  or  poor,  drangers  or  friends, 
before  his  children  or  fervants,  yea  even  before 
his  .footman,  in  the  country  or  town,  at  the 
table,  and  every  where. 

4.  And  fuch  a condant  equality  was  the  more 
obfervable,  becaufe  of  his  natural  difpofition, 
which  was  not  flow,  heavy  and  phlegmatick,  but 
cho'lerick,  hot  and  affive.  But  the  exaft  and 
perpetual  care  he  had  over  himfelf,  had  wholly 
inverted  his  nature,  and  brought  him  to  a beha- 

<•'  viour,  as  well  as  temper,  direHly  oppofite  to 
thofe  he  took  from  his  mother’s  womb. 

5.  Another  of  his  friends  writes  of  him  thus  : 
“ That  which  pleafed  me  mod  in  him  was,  His 
great jecolle&ion  and  intimate  union  with  God  : 

attended 


[ ] 

attended  with  fuch  a wonderful  peace  of  mind, 
as  fhone  forth  in  his  countenance,  and  beget  a 
a kind  of  devotion  in  his  beholders.  This  uni- 
on, methought,  was  ever  the  fame,  without, 
any  fign  of  diftrafilion  or  levity,  or  any  word  not 
necefTary,  no  complaifance  or  human  regard 
ever  forcing  him  to  fcatter  iiis  fpirit.  Not  hut 
he  was  full  of  civility ; but  ftili  fo  as  to  look 
more  within  himfelf  than  without.” 

6.  And  indeed  this  continual  prefence  of 
God,  fo  wholly  took  up  his  fpirit,  that  no  un- 
ufual  accident  or  objedf,  or  any  thing  rare 
or  extraordinary  could  divert  him.  I never 
faw  him  admire  anything  in  the  world,  nor  fix 
his  eys  upon  any  curiofity  whatever.  And  his 
gait  in  the  flreets  was  fo  recolledled,  modefl  and 
equal,  without  gazing  on  anything,  that  a man 
might  fee  Jefus  Chrift  was  his  wav,  his  employ- 
ment, and  his  all. 

7.  In  his  fpeech  he  was  very  refolved,  by 
choice  as  well  as  by  nature.  In  whatever  com- 
pany it  concerned  him  to  fpeak,  he  did  fo  in  his 
courfe,  with  a compofed  demeanor,  and  words 
few,  but  material.  He  was  never  known  for- 
ward or  eagar  to  fpeak,  or  in  fpeakingto  do  it 
with  a higher  tone  than  ordinary.  If  he  gave  an 
account  of  any  bufinefs,  he  did  it  fo  briefly,  and 
in  words  fo  pertinent,  that  it  was  a very  hard 
matter  to  find  one  that  fpoke  belter,  and  yet  lefs 

. than  Ire. 
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S.  Things  that  were  unprofitable,  or  the  news 
of  the  times,  were  never  the  fubjeft  of  his  dif- 
courfer  but  always  fomething  pertaining  to  the 
kingdom  of  God.  And  when  the  converfation 
was  diverted  to  worldly  things,  he  either  took 
leave  of  the  company  or  hole  away  without. 

9.  And  when  he  talked  even  of  good  things, 

it  was  with  care  and  moderation:  faying, 

There  was  much  need  of  fparingnefs  and  fo- 
briety,  when  we  fpeak  even  of  the  things  of 
God,  left  it  turn  to  no  good  account  : and  that  it 
was  a gieat  trouble  to  him,  when  among  ferious 
perfons  to  hear  them  often  fpend  precious  time 
in  talking  of  virtue  at  large,  and  to  find  them 
departing  from  fuch  conferences,  with  dry,  em- 
pty, and  diffipated  fpirits  ” 

10.  As  to  conduct  of  bufinefs,  his  method  was, 
ferioufly  tc  confider  tilings,  before  any  refolution, 
and  if  after  his  own  fenfe  was  given,  he  found 
another’s  to  be  better  he  readily  quitted  his  own. 
After  he  (had  refolved,  he  was  prompt,  firm,  and 
conflant  in  the  execution  of  it.  But  fometimes, 
when  he  had  gone  through  the  difficulties  of  a 
defign,  he  left  it  to  a friend  to  finifh  ; not  out  of 
inconflancy,  but  to  gain  time  for  undertaking 
more,  as  well  as  to  avoid  the  honour  of  it. 

xi.  In  all  affairs  that  concerned  the  fervice  of 
God,  he  had  an  immoveable  conftancy.  And 
befides  the  force  of  his  words,  there  appeared 
in  his  face  an  extraordinary  affurance,  (though 
his  ordinary  deportment  was  always  fweet  and 
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quiet)  which  particularly  appeared  in  all  meet- 
ings,  whereby  he  manifefted  fuch  a fpirit  that 
thofe  who  beheld  him,  felt  themfelves  ftruck  with 
awful  regard.  His  propofals  generally  carried 
fo  much  light  and  force  in  them,  that  all  were 
conftrained  to  acquiefce  in  his  determination. 
But  if  any  difputed  his  reafons  he  knew  how  to 
enforce  them  ; and  if  they  chanced  to  make  an- 
other reply,  (which  was  a thing  that  exceeding 
rarely  happened)  he  faid  not  one  word  more,  but 
his  very  filence,  and  the  fteadinefs  of  his  counte- 
nance, retrained  any  further  difpute.  The 
meeting  ended,  he  would  go  to  that  perfon  and 
afk  his  pardon  ; informing  lnm.  “ That  what 
he  aimed  at,  was,  not  to  make  good  his  opinion 
but  to  advance  the  caufe  of  God  ; in  all  other 
things  he  was  ready  to  yield  to  every  one/’ 

* 12.  But  of  all  things  he  took  care,  not  to 
overcharge  himfelf  with  bufinefs,  to  the  preju- 
dice of  his  piety.  He  knew  that  outward  em- 
ployments, even  the  moft  holy,  may  be  hindran- 
ces to  inward  holinefs.  Wherefore  he  was  careful 
not  to  overburden  himfelf  with  them,  and  very 
vigilant,  that  they  fhould  not  diflraft  and 
diflipate  him,  nor  fecularize  his  foul,  but  ferve 
only  as  means  to  elevate  and  unite  him  more 
to  God. 

* 13.  And  God  fo  blefled  him  therein,  that 
in  the  multitude  of  bufinefs,  he  was  ftill  in  a 
continual  recolleftion.  A familiar  friend  afkin'g 
him,  Whether  in  that  throng  of.  employments, 

- " he 
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lie  observed  his  ufual  two  hours  of  prayer;  he  an- 
fwered,  When  I can,  I keep  three- hours,  fore- 
times four  or  five;  but  when  occafion  offers  - to 
ferve  my  neighbour,  I eafily  quit  them,  for  God:- 
of  his  mercy  hath  given  me  the  grace,  to  be  in- 
feparably  with  him,  even  in  the  crowd  of  bufi-- 
nefs.”  To  the  fame  purpofe  he  writ  to  his  direc-- 
tor;  “ I continue  my  devotion  out  of  the  time 
and  place  of  prayer,  even  in  the  midfi  of  con- 
ven'd and  bu  fin  eft  : and  I tell  you  finccrely,  tho’  I 
perform,  every  thing  fo  ill,  yet  I find  little  differ-: 
ence  of  times  for  prayer,  being  recoUetied  con- 
tinually.1’ And  the  fame-  might  be  gathered  (as. 
was  obfcrvea  before)  from  his  mode  fly  and  com-, 
pofed  countenance,  :c!early  evidencing, -.that  his 
Ton!  ws.s  wholly  and  conflanfly  in  application  to 
God,  from  -whom  he  drew  light  and  flretigth,  for 
the  condutl  of  all  his  bu  fine  ft.  Of  which  he 
thus  wrote  to  his  director;  “My  recollection 
liinders  no  bufinefs  at  all,  but  furthers  it.  With- 
out it  I fiiould  have  a folficitous  defire  of  doing 
all  myfelf:  whereas  I now-aCl  in  a-mod  calm 
way,  in  which  I have  no  (hare  ; for  it : its  our* 
Lord  that  doth  all.”  In  another  letter  thus; 
“ Finding  myfelf  one  day  much  burthened  with 
variety  of  bufineffes,  I bad  a dcfire  to  draw  off 
mv  mind- wholly  ; and  at  the  fame  inlrant  it  was' 
done.  Since  that  time  they  create  me  no  trou- 
ble, and  Tdifpatch  them  more' readily  without' 
thinking  of  them.  This  grace  hath  been  often 
renewed  in -me,  (although  in  fcveral  manners)5 

which 
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which  I acknowledge  to  be  very  great,  becaufe 
it  prefcrves  me  difengagcd,  even  in  the  multipli- 
city of  bufinefi.” 

* IF  after  he  had  done  his  part,  any  defign 
mifcarried,  he  relied  well  fatisfied.  On  fuch  an 
occafion  he  thus  writ  to  a friend  ; “ We  may 
take  up  good  defigns,  and  God  often  infpires 
them  : yet  when  he  is  pleafcd  to  permit  a con- 
trary event,  we  mud  adore  his  fecret  will,  winch 
brings  more  of  mercy  in  the  crofting  of  them, 
than  if  they  had  fucceeded.  We  Ihonld  always 
be  jealous  over  our  fpirir,  that  it  fix  not  upon 
any  thing.”  And  again,  “ Our  Lord  has  his  de- 
figns, which  he  effefcts  bv  fuch  means  as  we  would 
not  at  all  make  choice  of : The  reafon  is,  be- 
caufe he  would  break  our  wills,  and  abate  our 
dependencies  upon  earth.  Therefore  lie  often 
erodes  our  befl  undertakings,  being  more  jealous 
of  the  facrifice  of  our  hearts,  than  anv  thing  elfe, 
hdw  fpecious  fo  ever.” 

15.  I cannot  better  conclude  this  chapter, 
than  with  a fetter  writ  to  his  diredlor  on  this 
fubjeft  : 

“ For  thefe  three  or  four  months  I have  been, 
as  it  were,  continnallv  employed  in  outward 
works  ; as  removing  from  place  to  place,  new 
building  a church,  taking  care  of  the  lick, 
reconciling  differences,  conferring  with  all  forts 
of  people.  Yefterday  hearing  thole  words  of  the 
gofpel  read,  “ Thou  art  troubled  about  many 
things,'"  it  was  faid  to  tnv  heart,  “ Thou  art  not 

troubled 
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troubled  about  many  things,”  giving  me  to  un- 
derhand, that  the  things  we  are  employed  upon, 
according  to  the  will  of  God,  do  not  create  us 
that  trouble  ; and  that  Maltha  was  not  reproved 
for  doing  the  work,  but  for  doing  it  too  foliici- 
toufly.  Our  Saviour  intimating  to  her,  that  no 
bufinefs  fib c>u Id  be  done  with  inordinate  agitation 
offpirit.  Since  our  great  bufinefs  is,  to  hear  the 
eternal  word,  and  aft  nothing  with  chflurbance, 
but  all  iu  peace  by  his  Spirit.” 

* “ I received  hereby  a great  fupport  in  the 
performance  of  thefe  petty  exterior  offices,  and 
made  no  difficulty  at  all  to  yield  myfelf  up  to  this 
holily  difordered  divine  order.  At  the  fame 
time  I enjoyed  fuch  a fenfible  impreffion  of  God, 
vet  excelling  all  fenfe,  that  it  I had  been  thrown 
like  a bowl,  I could  never  have  loft  the  fight  of 
my  God.  Out  Lord  turns  this  bowl  in  a flrange 
manner,  even  as  it  pleafeth  him.  And  thefe  fe- 
veral  turnings  are  all  for  the  foul’s  advantage, 
whereby  (he  is  fafhioned'for  every  occafion,  that 
fhe  mav  do  nothing. for  or  by  herfelf ; but  all  for 
God,  and  according  to  him. 

O „ 

“ I fee  likewife  that  one  whom  God  employs 
in  thefe  low  affairs,  it  lie  follow  them  with  the 
fame  fidelity,  is  as  acceptable  to  God,  as  one  that 
is  employed  in  the'moft  noble  funftions.  Will 
nothing  pleafe  you  but  to  convert  woilds?  You 
fhall  be  content  to  carry  ftones  ; and  fometiir.es 
to  fit  flil!  and  do  nothing.  You  are  then  to 
offer  the  facrifice  of  patience.  And  1 believe  it 

is 
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is  a thoufand  times  more  rare,  to  find  a foui 
thus  faithful  in  patience,  and  content  to  do  no 
more  than  God  would  have  him,  than  faithful  in 
afilions  that  appear  abroad. 

41  I have  one  word  more  to -tell  you  ; which 
is,  that  I am  really  afhamed  and  confounded, 
that  I do  no  more  for  God  : which  indeed,  with 
the  fenfe  of  my  unfitnefs  for  any  thing  that  is 
good,  would  work  me  much  torment,  d;d  I not 
confider,  He  is  all-fufficient,  and  doth  with  us 
as  he  pleafeth.” 


C H A P.  X. 

Of  his  death. 

r.  N the  11th  of  April , 1649,  he  found 
■ V-/  himfelf  very  ill,  and  having  concealed 
his  ficknefs  five  days,  was  then  ccnflrained  to 
take  his  bed.  He  endured  great  pains  all  over 
his  body,  with  which  his  mind  too  was  fo  much 
affe  fifed,  that  he  proved,  if  God  had  not  affifted 
him  againft  the  ravings  of  his  imagination,  he 
fhould  have  fpoken  more  extravagancies  than  anv 
madman.  “ There  was  much,  he  faid,  in  fuclr 
a condition  to  humble  him.  But  it  was  the  duly 
of  a finner  to  honour  God,  in  all  conditions 
wherein  he  fhould  place  him.  T 
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2.  During  thefe  great  pains  and  torments,  and 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  ficknefs,  his  ordi- 
nary employment  confided  in  affectionate  eleva- 
tions of  his  foul  to  God,  in  thoughts  and  words 
of  hleffing,  praife,  and  fubmiffion  to,  whatfoever 
was  laid  upon  him,  and  of  meeknefs  and  perfecl 
obedience  to  all  that  attended,  and  had  the  care 
of  him,  with  fuch  a humble  and  contented  fpirit, 
that  he  thought  all  well  done,  though  fometimes 
it  was  otherwife. 

3.  His  patience  never  gave  way  to  any  com- 
plaint. And  when  his  keeper,  who  was  of  the 
hofpital  of  charity,  with  whom  he  had  vinte'd  fo 
many  poor  and  Tick,  importuned  him  to  declare 
his  pain,  * “ O filler,  faid  he,  how  does  the 
love  of  God  wipe  away  all  pain  ? The  fervants 
of  God  fuffer  nothing.”  Another  friend  alking, 
if  his  pain  was  not  great?  He  anfwered,  no. 
The  other  replied,  “ He  thought  it  was.”  “ It 
is  true,  faith  he,  that  I. am  much  clogged  with 
my  difeafe  ; but  I feel  it  not,  becaufe  I do  not 
think  of  it.” 

4.  Being  urged  to  take  fome  fweet  things,  he 
refufed,  faying,  “ Thefe  make  little  for  life  or 
for  death.  Yet  he  refufed  not  phyfic,  but  took 
it  with  a chearful  countenance,  though  it  was 
very  bitter,  and  he  had  a great  difficulty  in  fwal- 
lowing.  Indeed  when  one  .told  him  of  another 
medicine  which  had  done  great  cures,  he  anfwer- 
ed, “ Patience  is  a fovereign  remech,',”  iutimat- 
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ing  his  unwillingnefs  to  try  it.  Yet  when  it  was 
brought,  he  took  it  without  any  relu&ance. 

5.  His  ficknefs  increafing  more  and  more,  yet 
he  never  called  for  anything  to  refrelh  him: 
and  when  they  had  forced  clean  fheets  upon  his 
lied,  and  a pillow,  which  he  had  before  refufed, 
he  faid,  “ Lo ! Here  lies  a gentleman  at  his 
eafe.” 

*6.  Feeling  fomejoyarife  in  him,  upon  the 
fight  of  a perfon  of  his  acquaintance,  with  whom 
he  had  held  a drift  coriefpondence  in  fpiritual 
thing's,  who  came  out  of  the  country  on  purpofc 
to  vifit  him  : he  immediately  repeated  thrice 
over,  with  great  fervour,  “ I delire  nothing  more 
but  God,” 

7.  Reflefting  on  the  poor,  the  conflant  objefts 
of  his  tendered;  care,  he  fatd  to  his  lady,  “ I 
recommend  the  poor  to  you.  Will  not  you 
have  a great  care  of  them  ? You  will  perform  it 
better  than  I.  Fear  nothing  : what  you  give  to 
them,  will  not  lefien  (lie  red.” 

8.  The  greated  part  of  the  fird  week  of  his  ill- 
nefs,  and  fome  part  of  the  fecond  likewife,  was 
fpent  by  him  in  woiks  of  mercy,  appointing  of 
aims,  and  giving  orders  for  letters  to  be  writ  into 
feveral  provinces,  about  bufinefs  of  charity 
wherewith  he  dood  charged,  and  whereof  he 
gave  an  exaft  account. 

q.  Many  perfons  of  quality  coming  to  vifit 
him,  he  received  them  with  much  civility,  but 
not  without  feme  concern,  becaufe  mod  ofthofe 
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vifi'ts  drew  on  difcourfe  of  worldly  things.  “ They 
come  hither,  faid  he,  to  talk  philofophy ; of 
which  I have  no  need.”  And  another  time  his 
expreffion  was, 

<(  A Chriftian  fhould  talk  little.” 

*10.  A lady  of  great  piety  coming  to  vifit  him 
faid,  ‘"  Sir,  I would  with  all  my  heart  lay  down 
my  life  to  fave  yours.”  He  replied  with  a chear- 
ful  look,  and  eyes  lifted  up  to  heaven,  “ To  die 
is  not  to  be  loft.  Our  converfation  and  union 
will  hereafter  be  more  near  and  intimate.”  She, 
faid,  “ But,  Sir,  if  it  pleafed  God  to  reflore 
J’our  health,  and  continue  you  longer  with  us  ; 
do  not  you  defire  it?  St.  Martin  defined  to  live 
upon  thefe  terms.”  He  anfwered,  O Madam, 
there  is  no  comparifon  between  a faint  and  a Tin- 
ner ! The  will  of  God  he  done.” 

1 1.  The  third  day  of  his  ficknefs  he  defired  his 
diredlor  might  be  fent  for.  And  being  afked,  if 
he  found  himfelf  wdrfe  ? He  anfwered,  “ No; 
but  in  a bufinefs  of  this  confequence,  it  is  not 
fafe  to  delay,  for  fear  of  a furprizal,  the  judgment 
and  memory  being  both  fo  fubjeft  to  decay.” 
The  next  day  he  made  his  confeffion,  the  day 
after  he  confefted  again,  and  almoft  every  day 
till  his  death. 

12.  The  paftor  of  his  parifh  having  adminifter- 
ed  to  him  the  Holy  Communion,  and  obferving 
his  deep  filencc,  not  fpeaking  one  word ; but 
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only  with-  profound  humility,  “My  God,  ta 
God,  pardon  me;  I am  a great  fmner!”  He  afk- 
ed.'him  the  reafon,  why  he  fpake  fo  little,  and 
did  not  apply  himfelf  to  thofe  who  were  wmll- 
pleafed  to  hear  him  ? “ It  is  not  fitting,  faid  he, 
to  fpeak  in  the  prefence  of  him  whom  I have  re- 
ceived, nor  take  up  any  room  in  thofe  hearts, 
which  ought  to  be  filled  only  with  God.-’.  He 
added,  * “ My  fpirit  is  now  applied  to  that  joy, 
which  a creature  ought  to 'have,  to  fee  himlelf 
upon, the  point  of  being  re-united  to  his  firft" 
principle,  and  his  lad  end.'’ 

jo.  The  fame  day  after  dinner,  one  told  him, 
“ It  .was  fit  to  ufe  fomc  d.  vcrficn  fromhis  ferious 
thoughts.;  the  ph\  ficians  judging  his  thfeafe  to. 
have  much  of  melancholy  in  it.'’  To  w.hom  he 
replied.,  “ L never  had  any  joy  comparable  to, that 
I have,  felt  this  day.”  Ke-afked  him,  for  what 
caufe  ? “ To  think,  faid  hq,  that  ! am  going  to 
be  united  with  my  God."  He  added  earneiliy, 
“ I defire  to  be  dbl'olvei,  and  to  be  with  CToIh 
The  Spirit  and  the  bride  fay,  Come and  let 
him  that  he-areth  fay,  Come.  And  he  that  thlr.fi- 
e ill.  Let  . him  come.  Behold  1 come  quickly. 
Amen;  Come  Lord  Jefus  ! ’ - ■ 

* i p About  noon,  he  defined  his  window 
mirht  be  fet  open,  that  he  might  heboid  the 
hrightnefs  of  the  day  : which  being  done,  he  cri- 
ed out,  “ O bright  day  of  eternity  ! How  this 
fun-lhine  cheats  me!  Helping  me  to  meditate  on 
that  day,  which  (hall  never  have  night  1” 
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* 13.  The  more  his  ficknefs  incrcafeci,  the 
more  he  ttrove  to  unite  himfelf  to  God  by  pray- 
er, imitating  his  matter,  who  in  the  ttrength  of 
his  agony,  prayed  the  more  earnettly.  And  when 
the  violence  of  his  difeafe  fo  opprett  him,  that 
he  had  need  of  greater  draining,  to  keep  his 
mind  fixed  upon  God,  he  cried  out, 

“ Courage,  courage  ! Eternity  is  at  hand  1” 

16.  Many  fuch  fpeeches  he  uttered  with  in- 
credible fervor,  tho’  he  could  not  pronounce 
them  diflinftly,  by  reafon  of  the  extreme  dry- 
nefs  of  his  throat,  occafioned  by  the  fever.  At 
latt,  flopping  his  fpeech,  he  fixed  his  eyes  fted- 
faftly  on  heaven,  for  a quarter  of  an  hour  toge- 
ther, with  a finding  look,  and  full  of  reverence, 
as  if  he  faw  fome  extraordinary  ttght.  After 
which  gathering  all  his  ttrength,  he  fat  up  in 
his  bed,  took  off  hrs  cap,  and  holding  it_  in  his 
hand,  faid,  (with  words  half  ttifled  in  his  throat, 
as  well  by  the  ardor  of  his  fpirit,  as  the  weaknefs 
of  his  body) 

“ I adore  you,  I adore  you.” 

17.  The  curate  having  ufed  the  fervice  of  the 
church,  to  which  he  attended  with  great  devo- 
tion,  anfwering  to  every  prayer,  afked  him,  if 
he  would  net  give  a bleffmg  to  his  childien  ? He 
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anfwered,  “ How  fo,  good  Sir,  fhall  I prefumc 
to  give  a blefling  in  your  prefence  ? I fhould  be 
happy  to  receive  one  from  you  ” But  being 
urged  thereto,  and  told  the  church  allowed  it, 
he  lifted  up  his  hands  and  eyes  to  heaven, 
faying; 

“ May  it'pleafe  God  toblefs  you  and  to  pre- 
ferve  you  by  his  grace  from  the  malignity  of  the 
world;  that  you  may  have  no  part  therein  ! And 
above  all,  my  children,  may  you  live  in  the  fear 
and  love  of  God,  and  yield  due  obedience  to 
your  mother!” 

18.  On  Saturday,  about  half  an  hour  paft 
ten  in  the  forenoon,  been  juft  recovered  out  of  a 
violent  convulfion,  looking  attentively  on  thofe 
that  were  prefent,  he  made  figns  with  his  hands, 
head,  and  eyes,  with  a pleafant  countenance,  for 
an  intimate  friend  to  come  near  him.  Which 
being  done,  he  faid, 

“ Sir,  I have  one  word  to  fay  to  you  before  I 
die  : (then  paufing  a little  to  recover  hisftrengthr 
he  teftified  his  affeflion  to  him,  but  in  words 
that  could  not  diftin&ly  be  underflood.  At  length 
railing  his  voice,  and  fpeaking  more  articulately, 
lie  went  on)  “ Theperfeftion  of  a Chriftian  life,  is 
to  be  united  to  God  by  faith.  Let  us  not  entan- 
gle ourfelves  in  novelties.  Let  us  adore  his 
condufl  over  us,  and  continue  faithful  to  him 
unto  the  end.  Let  us  adhere  to  that  one  God, 
crucified  for  our  falvation.  Let  us  unite  all  our 
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aclions,  and  all  that  is  in  us  to  his  m erits ; hoping 
that  if  we  continue  faithful  to  him  by  his  grace, 
we  fhall  be  partakers  of  the  glory  of  his  Father. 
I hope  we  {hall  there  fee  one  another  one  day, 
which  {hall  never  have  an  end.” 

ty.  Some  time  after,  fixing  his  eyes  upon  hea- 
ven, he  faid,  “ The  holy  Jefus,  where  is  he  ?” 
They  brought  him' his  piflure,  which  he  affefli- 
onately  killed.  Then  turning  himfelf  he  pre- 
fently  entered  his  laft  agony;  which  held  about 
a quarter  of  an  hour,  the  greateft  part  of  which 
he  fpent  in  pronouncing  the  name  of  Jefus ; mak- 
ing as  well  as  he  could,  a£is  of  refignation, 
and  commending  his  fpiritto  God  : After  which 
he  expired  fweetly,  and  his  holy  foul  departed 
to  its  place  of  reft. 

20.  Thus  lived  and  died  M.  de  Renty,  one  of 
the  moft  glorious  lights  God  hath  beftowed  upon 
his  church  in  our  age.  He  died  at  Paris,  in  the 
37th  year  of  his  age,  the  24th  of  April  1649, 
about  noon.  We  have  great  reafon  to  admire 
the  fecret  counfels  of  God,  in  taking  out  of  the 
world,  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  a man  To  quali- 
fied to  advance  the  honour  of  God,.  and  the 
good  of  his  neighbour.  But  when  we  fay,  it 
was  the  hand  of  God,  all  things  are  therein  con- 
cluded. Hereby  he  is  pleafed  to  let  us  know, 
that  he  hath  no  need  of  us  for  the  advancing 
his  glory;  and  that  when  he  does  ufe  us  as 
inftruments  therein,  we  ought  to  behave  with 
F 4 all 
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all  humility  in  his  prefence.  Ke  hath  tranf- 
flated  him  to  another  place,  where  he  glo- 
rifies his  majefty  with  greater  perfection  j 
and  where  he  waits  for  us  to  glorify  and 
love,  together  with  him,  God  the  Father,  the 
Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  to  ail  eternity! 
Amen  ! 
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An  extract  from  the 
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LIFE  and  DEATH  of 

THOMAS  WALSH. 


THE  INTRODUCTION, 

TH  E exceeding  riches  of  the  grace  of  God 
our  Saviour,  and  the  effe&uah  working 
of  his  mighty  power,  have  in  ail  ages  fhone 
mod  confpicuoufly  in  the  holy  lives  and  exem- 
plary converfation  cf  his  eminent  fervants,  the 
excellent  of  the  earth , with  whom  are  his  pecu- 
liar delights. 

And  although,  Ariftly  fpeaking,  He  only  is 
wife  and  good , nevenhelefs,  there  is  a fenfe  in 
which  goodnefs  is  with  propriety  afcribed  both 
to  angels  and  to  men.  This  confifls  in  their 
refemblance  of  hurt  who  is  the  lource  and  mo- 
del of  all  goodnefs,  holinefs,  and  perfection  ; 
as  proceeding  from  his  fulnefs,  whence  life  and- 
Melfednefs  flow  to  every  creature,  whether  in  . 
heaven  or  in  earth. 
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Of  this  kind  the  fcriptures  furnifh  us  with 
feverai  examples,  Abraham , Enoch,  Noah,  Dani- 
el and  Job,  (befide  many  othersj  are  defcribed 
in  the  Old  Teflament,  as  men  walking  before 
God,  and  perfe£t  in  their  generation.  And  the 
eleventh  chapter  to  the  contains  little  elfe 

than  an  account  of  ancient  worthies,  eminent- 
ly remarkable  for  their  faith,  fufferings,  patience, 
and  glorious  end  : who  confidering  themfelves 
as  Grangers  and  pilgrims  in  this  world,  fought  a 
city  which  hath  foundations,  whofe  builder  and 
maker  is  God.  And  God,  faith  the  apoftle,  hath 
provided-  jane  better  things for  us,  that  they  with- 
out us  Jhduld  not  be  made  perfect. 

The  time  would  fail  to  mention  particularly 
the  names  of  all.  the  eminently  faithful,  who 
have  lived  and.  adorned  their  profeflion, 
fince  life  and  immortality  have  been  brought  to 
light  by  the  gofpel.  They  are  an  innumerable 
company.  It  is  enough  for  us  to  know,  that  if 
any  one  loveth  God,  the  Janie  is  Known  cj  hivu 
Their  names  are  written  in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life, 
and.fhall  at  lafl.be  numbered  amongfl  his  jewels. 

When  names,  and  fefts,  and  parties  fall. 

And  thou,  O Chi  ifl,  art  all  in  all ! 

Among  the  number  of'  perfons  eminent  for 
their  ufefulnefs-  and  perfoual  hohnefs,  which  the 
prefent  generation  has  produced,  he,  a part  of 
whofe  life  is  here  related,  may juft'y  be  con- 
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fidered  as  one  ; and  his  example  is  one,  which 
in  home  refpe&s  may  be  faid  to  have  its  pecu- 
liar excellencies. 

A circumffantial  detail  of  fuch  things  as  often 
find  a place  in  this  kind  of  writings,  namely, 
family,  childhood,  education,  fiature, 'complexion, 
and  a vaiiety  of  common  occurrences,  is  judg- 
ed, as  well  tedious  as  foreign  to  the  defign  of 
the  work,  which  is  to  reprefent,  principally 
what  palfed  between  God  and  his  foul  in  the 
progrefs  of  his  converfation-  and  daily  walking 
with  God. 

And  yet  neither  is  intelligence  of  this  fert 
wholly  omitted  ; he  has  left  a few  particulars  re- 
lative thereto,  which  will  enable  the  reader  to 
form  fume  idea,  as  well  ol  the  former  as  latter 
part  of  his  pilgrimage. 

His  prayer  was,  ‘ That  this  little  book  (mean- 
ing what  is  here  called  the  firjl  part,  great  part 
of  which  he  wrote  himfelf)  ‘ may  be  made  a 
bleffing  to  all  who  fhall  read  it,-  that  the  Lord 
Jefus  may  make  it  a means  of  kindling  holy 
defire  in  their  fouls,  and  of  flirring  them  up  to  the 
fear  and  love  of  God.’ 
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PART  the  FIRST. 

CHAP.  I. 

Of  his  birth  and  education, 

THOMAS  W A.  L S H,  was  born  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1730,  at  a place  called 
Bally  Linn , in  the  county,  and  within  about  ten 
miles  of  the  city  of  Limerick  in  Ireland.  His 
father,  Edmund  JValfi,  was  by  occupation  a 
carpenter,  a man  of  tolerable  education,  and 
ilrong  natural  underftanding.  His  mother’s 
1 name  . was  Helena  Nougham,  born  of  reputable 
parents.  They  were  both  members  of*  and  en- 
tirely biggotted  to  the  church  of  Rome. 

When  about  eight  years  old,  he  was  put 
to  fchool  to  learn  Englilh  (his  mother  tongue  was 
Irijh.)  Afterwards  he  went  to  fchoolto  one  of  his 
■ brothers  (of  whom  he  had  feveral)  by  whom  he 
..was  initiated  into  the  Latin  tongue.  Having 
acquired  its  rudiments  in  fome  tolerable  de- 
gree, he  went  afterwards  into  the  neighbouring 
county  of  Clare , with  a defign  to  be  put  appren- 
tice, his  friends  intending  him  to  be  of  his  fa- 
ther’s trade. 

But  God  in  his  adorable  providence  and  un- 
searchable wifdom,  bad,  as  the  event  ihewed,  other 
defigns  concerning  him.  Difappointed  therefore 
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in  this  lie  returned  to  fchool,  and  proceeded 
in  his  purfuit  of  learning^;  applying  himfelf  at 
pr.efent  to  the  ftudy  of  Latin , which  he  had 
but  lately  intermitted. 

After  he  had  made  fome  confiderable  progrefs 
in  this,  he  applied  himfelf  to  the  .'ftudy  of  fome 
parts  of  the  mathematic  ks,  for  which  he  thought 
he  had  a better  genius  than  for  languages.  He 
foon  acquired  the  knowledge  of  arithmetic,  both 
vulgar  and  decimal,  meafuring  fuperficies  and 
folids,  &c.  And  afterwards  went  to  the  city 
of 1 Limerick  in  order  to  perfect  himfelf  in 
writing. 

And  now  having  continued  at  fchool  till  about 
the  nineteenth  year  of  his  age,  and  having  ac- 
quired fuch  branches  of  literature  as  fitted  him 
for  being  ufeful  to  others  in  the  fame  way  : he 
quitted,  fchool,  and  fet  up  one  for  himfelf, 
waiting  neither  fcholars  nor  ability  to  inftrufl 
them,  which  he  did  with  fuccefs,  during  the  time 
he  continued  his  fchool. 


• CHAP.  II. 

Of  his  religion , arid  the  Jlruggle  which  he  found 
between  nature  and  grace,  till  the  fxteenth  year 
of  his-  age . 

HIS  parents  (being  as  has  been  obfervedj 
members  of,  and  .ftrongly  attached  to  the 

church 
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church  of  Rome , brought  him  up  in  the  fame 
principles  and  communion,  and  took  care  that 
his  mind  fhould  be  early  furniflied  with  the  firft 
and  fundamental  parts  of  what  they  judged  his 
duty  towards  God. 

* When  (fays  he)  I was  young  I learned  the 
4 Lord’s  prayer,  and  Ave  Maria,  in  Irijli,  toge- 
ther with  the  hundred  and  thirtieth  pfalm  in  La- 
stin', with  the  Popifh  augmentation  thereto.  And 
4 now  I began  to  imbibe  that  uncharitable,  anti- 
4 fcriptural  opinion,  that  ail  diffenters  from  the 
4 church  of  Rome  were  heretics,  ami  in  a date 
* of  damnation.  But,  fince  the  Lord  hath  en- 
4 lightened  my  underftandihg,  I am  fully  con- 
4 vinced  that  therein  I greatly  erred,  not  knowing 
4 the Jcriptures,  neither  the  power  of  God. 

4 I cannot  but  lament  the  cafe  of  thofe  pa- 
4 rents,  who  alas!  not  knowing  what  they  do, 

4 endeavour  to  inflill  into  the  minds  of  their 
4 children  fuch  pernicious  principles  : and  I do 
4 earned!)’  intreat  all  children,  as  foon  as  they 
4 come  to  years  of  difcretion,  to  examine,  and 
•judge  for 'hemfelves. 

It  pleafed  our  Lord  to  work  ir>  his  heart  very 
earlv.  He  made  him  bear  the  yoke  in  his  youth, 
and  by  his  terrors  redrained  him. from  excels, 
and  the  great  offence.  4 Even  while  I was  young 
4 and  ignorant  (fays  he)  God  was  driving  with 

* me,  and  often  terrified  my  heart : efpeci- 

* ally  whenever  I thought  of  the  day  cf  judg- 
4 ment,  and  of. eternity  ! 

4 At- 
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* At  thofe  times  efpecially,  I frequently  re- 
4 peated  the  prayers  I had  learnt.  But  alas ! to 
‘ how  little  purpofe  ? While  I prayed  neither 
‘ with  the  fpirit,  nor  with  underflanding.  My 
‘ heart  was  hard  and  flubborn,  and  my  under- 
‘ Handing  was  blind  and  foolifh.  I had  no  juft 
‘ conception  either  of  God,  or  of  religion.  Nay, 

1 fo  great  was  my  ignorance,  that  when  I named 

* our  Saviour  in  Irijh,  I thought  the  name  be- 
‘ longed  to  fome  woman  in  heaven. 

‘ While  I was  thus  foolifh,  and  blind  ( even  as 
' a fceajl  before  theelj  my  fallen  nature  began 

* powerfully  to  difcover  itfelf.  The  feed  of  the 
" ferpent  working  in  my  heart,  broke  forth  in 

‘ words  and  in  deeds.  Now  pride,  anger,  and. 
‘ fe If- will  efpecialTy,  reigned  over  me.  But  alas! 

‘ I then  little  knew  that  thofe  accurfed  tempe'rs 

* proceeded  from  that  fource  of  univerfal  dilor- 
1 der,  and  all  human-  nhferies,  original  fn.  I 
‘ believed  that  this  had  brought  temporal  death 

* into  the  world,  and  great  diforder  into  the  whole 
5 Hate  of  the  vifible  creation  : but  of  its  fubjefl- 
‘ ing  the  foul  to  fptrkual,  and  expoling  it  to  eter- 

* nal  death,  I had  no  apprehenfion.  I had,  it  is 
‘ true,  conviftion  whenever  I did  amifs ; told  a 
‘ lie,  or  fell  into  any  other  oatward  (in.  But 

* the  Spirit  of  God,  and  the  holy  fcriptures  alone, 

‘ I now  plainly  fee,  could  convince  me  that  my 
! tempers  deferved  the  damnation  of  hell.  And 
’ hitherto  I was  ignorant  of  both, 
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‘^Vhen  I was  about  eight  years  old,  I began 
4 to  love  play,  and  divers  other  filly  pleafures, 
4 fpending  the  time  I was  out  of  fchool  in  catch- 
4 ing  of  birds,  playing  at  ball,  and  the  like. 
‘ My  fondnefs  for  thefe  occafioned  my  frequent- 
‘ ly  breaking  the  fabbath,  which  I ufually  fpent 
4 either  in  thefe  vain  amufements,  or  in  reading 
4 fome  profane  hifiory,  or  other  unprofitable 
4 book ; and  indeed  no  one  fo  much  as  told  me, 
4 that  thefe  kinds  of  employments  were  any  vio- 
4 lation  of  the  Lord’s  day  : my  parents,  like 
4 the  reft  of  their  neighbours,  efteeming  them 
4 innocent  diverfions,  harmlefs  amufements. 

4 I did  not  then  know  that  I ought  not  on 
s this  day  to  do  mine  ozun  pleafure , to  /peak  mine 
4 own  words , or  think  my  own  thoughts ; that  I 
4 ought  to  fpend  it  wholly  in  glorifying  God,  by 
4 praying  to  him,  hearing  his  word,  and  reading 
4 and  meditating  therein  ; calling  the  fabbath  a 
4 delight , the  holy  oj  the  Lord,  honourable,  t O 
4 the  curfe  of  ignorance  and  evil  example  ! How 
4 many  fouls  do  thefe  lead  into  the  broad  way  of 
‘deftruHion!  How  happy  would  it  have  been 
4 for  my  poor  foul,  if  I had  known  and  remem- 
* bered  my  Creator  in  the  days  oj  my  youth ! Had  I 
1 been  brought  up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition 
4 of  the  Lord;  had  I known  the  J captures  from 
4 my  childhood ! ^ 4 How  would  it  have  contri- 

4 bated  to  prevent  my  wrong  conceptions,  and  to 
4 regulate,  at  leaft,  in  fome  meafure,  my  whole 
4 condu/ft.  4 From 
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4 From  the  tenth  to  the  fourteenth  year  of  my 
‘ age,  my  corruptions  increafed,  took  deeper 
1 root,  and  more  vifibly  appeared  in  my  whole 
4 converfation  : and  yet  I was  more  regular  and 
‘ conscientious  in  discharging  my  duty  towards 
'*■  God.  (So  I was  taught  to  call  a dull  form  of 
‘ words,  part  of  which  only  were  addreffed  to 

* God,  and  the  greateft  part  to  faints  and  angels.) 

* My  parents  according  to  cuftom  brought  me 
‘ at  the  ufual  times  to  the  prielt,  who  examined 
‘ me  concerning  the  Pater  Nojler,  Ave  Maria, 
‘ and  credo  in  Deum,  with  fome  other  rites  of 
‘ the  church  of  Rome.  But  alas ! to  how  little 

* purpofe  ? It  made  me  neither  wifer,  nor  better. 

* Some  part,  it  is  true,  of  what  he  taught  me, 
‘ was  according  to  the  word  of  God  ; but  the 
‘ greater  part  entirely  repugnant  thereto,  and  to 
‘ all  truth  and  righteoufnefs.  But  1 knew  not 

* then  how  to  diftinguifh  between  tire  truths  of 
4 God,  and  the  traditions  of  men,  having  had  no 
4 knowledge  of  the  law  and  the  tejiimony,  the 
4;only  infallible  touchflone  of  do&rine  and  prac- 

* tice.  He  might  therefore  have  impofed  what- 

4 ever  he  pleafed  upon  me  ; and  the  rather,  as  I 

* was  taught  to  believe  whatever  he  laid,  and  to 
1 confider  it  as  coming  from  the  mouth  of  God. 

5 Indeed  I could  not  help  obferving  even  then, 
4 that  feveral  of  thofe  reverend  gentlemen  fre- 
1 quently  erred  in  praHice  : tho’  Hill  I thought 
1 they  were  infallible  as  to  dofbrine. 


4 After 
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“ After  this  catech'ifmg,  I became  more'  in- 
quilitive,  and  began  to  read  books  of  devotion. 
Thefe  I found  for  the  prefent  had  their  ufe. 
Whenever  I read  of  the  paflion  of  our  Saviour  ; 
the  love  of  God  to  finners  ; the  jovs  of  heaven, 
or  the  miferies  of  the  damned,  my  heart  became 
deeply  affefted  ; and  much  defire  towards  God 
enkindled  in  my  foul.”  But  alas  ! it  footi  died 
away  again,  becoming  like  the  morning  cloud. 
The  inconftancy  and  corruption  of  his  heart,  ea- 
fily  prevailing  over  thofe  divine,  but  tranfient  im- 
preflions. 

“ From  the  fourteenth  to  the  fixteenth  year  of 
my  age,  I had  more  of  the  form,  though  lefs  of 
the  power  ofgodlinefs,  than  even  before.  I now 
attended  the  public  worfhip  (that  is,  went  to 
mafs)  and  every  night  repeated  my  prayei's, 
which  w’ere  indeed  no  better  than  vain  repeti- 
tions. But  Hill,  pride,  anger,  felf  will,  and  re- 
venge more  powerfully  prevailed  over  me  than 
ever:  and  I added  to  thefe  my  former  prevail- 
ing abominations,  lies  and  evil  words.  Indeed  I 
had  an  entire  averfion  to  curfing  and  fwearing  in 
the  grofs  fenfe  ; but  abounded  in  petty  oaths  and 
bad  wilhes.  Of  this  fort  there  are  legions  in  the 
Irijh  language  perhaps  more,  and  more  wick- 
edly expreflive  than  in  any  other  language. 
“ Being  at  play,  I remember  one  day,  and  pro- 
voked' by  one  of  my  play-fellows,  I fwore  (hor- 
ror to  think  !)  by  the  glorious  name  of  Jehovah 
(to  the  bell  of  my  remembrance  I never  did  fo 

before 
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before,  nor  ever  fince)'  In  that  inftant  I felt  I had 
grievoufly  finned  againft  God,  and ' deferved  his 
wrath  and  heavy  difplealure.” 

“To  the  reft  of  my  evils  I joined  difobedience 
to  my  parents.  Indeed  I dared  not  (hew  it  out- 
wardly, to  my  father  efpecially,  whom  I fo 
dreaded  as  often  to  tremble  for  fear  of  him.  But 
my  heart  was  hard  and  ftubborn.”  One  inftance 
of  this  he  mentions  which  wrought  him  many  a 
bitter  refleftion  afterwards ; for  years  he  hardly 
ever  thought  of  it  without  being  deeply  affefted 
with  fhame  and  forrow.  Having  one  day  thro’ 
his  ftrbbornnefs  greatly  provoked  his  mother, 
and  given  her  a wicked  and  impertinent  anfwer, 
fhe  faid  to  him  “ You  have  grieved  me.”  “ It 
went  like  an  arrow  through  my  heart.  I knew 
the  fifth  commandment  (the  fourth  indeed  I then 
called  it  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  church 
of  Rome)  ftriffly  iorbids  dilobedience  to  parents, 
and  that  to  honour  them,  is  the  firjl  commandment 
with  promi/'e . Juftly  therefore  was  I condemned. 
But,  O God!  How  little  is  it  to  be  wondered  at, 
that  I did  not  rightly  love,  neither  was  obedient 
to  my  earthly  parents,  while  I knew  neither  love, 
nor  obedience  towards  thee,  my  Father,  who  art 
in  heaven  ? Well  do  I know  now  (and  praifed 
be  thy  love  for  this  knowledge)  that  fuch  as  are 
froward  towards  thee,  will,  while  they  remain 
fo,  never  be  truly  a comfort  to  their  parents.” 
They  may  indeed,  pay  an  outward  compliance, 
and  a feemingly  dutiful  fubje&ion,  as  is  often 
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Teen  even  among  profefTecl  worldlings;  but  cor* 
dially  and  difinteieftedly  to  love,  honour  and 
reverence  our  parents,  can  only  be  the  effeCl 
of  febjeftion  in  heart  and  life  to  the  Father  of 
/pints.  $o  univerfally  tiue  is  it,  that  “ A foe  to 
God,  was  ne’er  true  friend  to  man.” 


CHAP.  III. 

Giving  a farther  account  of  him  ; the  corruptions 
he ' flrugtrled  again Jl,  and  the  means  he  made  ufe 
of  to  fabdue  them,  from  the  fxteenth  to  the  eigh- 
teenth ye(ir  oj  his  age . 

NO  W,  both  his  fins  and  convictions  daily 
enctcafed  upon  him.  The  define  of  the 
flefh  in  particular  raged  in  his  nature,  and  it 
wanted  not  its  frequent  and  prevalent  incite- 
ments. Now  likewife  he  began  to  affume  the 
man,  and  kept  more  company  than  before,  which 
not  a little  . inflamed,  his  befetting  fin.  Tempta- 
tions from  without  were  multiplied,  and  there 
wanted  not  opportunities  and  felicitations  from 
the  devil  and  nature  to  defile  himfelf  before  the 
Lord.  But  Till  the  preventing  grace  of  God  re- 
trained him  from  finning  againft  him,  in  the 
aftual  tranfgreffion.  This  indeed,  tho’  it  did  not, 
could  not,  exempt  from  guilt,  fear  and  fiiame, 

confidering 
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-confidering  the  purity  of  the  gofpeliaw,  neverfW£f 
lefs  became  juftly  marter  of  his  thankfgiving  to 
God.  “ I do' (fay's  he)  praife  God  unfeignedly, 
for  with-holding  me  from  my  own  aftnal  wick- 
ednefs,  and  preventing  my  leading  others  into 
the  curbed  and  deteftable  abomination.  But  I ab- 
hor and  condemn  myfelf  for  the  concupifcence 
and  wickednefs  of  my  heart,  which  (with  grief 
and  horror  God  knoweth  I fpeak  it!)  difcovered 
itfe'lf  in  ether  refpefls,  fuch  as  it  is  a (hame  even 
to  mention.  Of  this  no  human  eye  could  be  a 
witnefs.”  But  God,  his  holy  angels,  and  his  own 
confcience  were  more  than  ten  thoufand  witneffes 
.again!!  him. 

O 

And  now,  at  length,  his  life  became  a bur- 
den to  him,  almofrinfupportable.  His  true  cha- 
racter at  t h i s time  was,  0 wretched  Min  that  I ata  ! 
who  J, hail  ddiver  me!  He  felt  “ indwelling 
fin,  indwelling  hell,”  and  breathed  in  many  a 
groan,.  ••  ' " ' 

0 -what  is  life  without  my  God  ?'  ' 

A burden  more  than  I can.  bear. 

1 druggie  to  throw  of  rhy  load, 

Me* from  myfelf  I drive  to'  tear  ! ' 

v “ Tlre  Spieit  of  God  ^fays/iiey.deeplv'  wMtnd- 
ed  me.  The  arrows  of  the  along/;  tv  flucl  faff  in 
me,  and  mv  very  hones  trembled  beosufe  of  m_v 
fin.  I was  per  fa  ad  ed  in  my  heart  that  this' com- 
motion was  c'onviftion  for  my  fin  ; but  had  little 

conception 
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conception  that  the  Holy  Spirit  was  the  chief 
agent  in  the  wort : for  alas!  So  great  was  my 
ignorance  that  I did  not  know  there  was  any  Holy 
Ghofl  for  me  to  receive.” 

“ While  I was  thus  in  the  midd  of  mv  extre- 

/ 

mity,  I conjejfed  to  the  pried  according  to  the 
cudom  of  the  church  of  Rome.  He  advifed  me 
to  fay  many  prayers  (as  he  termed  counting  my 
beads)  but  alas.!  This  did  not  do  : and  indeed 
how  fhould  it  ? I was  brought  into  captivity 
through  the  power  of fin  which  reigned  in  my  mem- 
bers. And  even  my  multiplied  prayers  could  be 
little  elfe  than  an  abomination  to  the  Lord,  while 
neither  the  form,  nor  the  matter  of  them  was  ac- 
cording to  the  will  of  God.  Many  of  them  be- 
ing little  elfe  than  vain  repetitions,  and  babblings 
to  phyficians  of  no  value,  in  this  refpefd ; which 
therefore  left  me  under  the  power  of  fin  and  death."' 

Indeed  how  elfe  fhould  it  be  ? While  he 
was  yet  unthought  of ; at  lead  unapplied  to,  who 
alone  could  help  him;  even  Jefns,  whofe  name 
is  falvation  : and  befide  which,  in  heaven  or  in 
earth,  there  is  none  other,  by  which  a /inner  can 
be  faved.  He  it  is  that  invites,  and  he  only  can, 
and  doth,  give  the  weary  and  the  heavy  laden,  to 
find  red  to  their  fouls,  and  who  at  length  did 
“ allay  his  fever  of  defire,  by  fprinkiing  him 
with  his  blood.” 

Hearing  the  pried  preach  one  Lord's  day,  and 
declaim  vehemently  againd  a variety  ofgrofs  fins, 
the  difjcourfe,  tho’  (as  his  words  are)  “ mixed 

with 


I m ] 

with  many  falfities,”  fo  deeply  affefled  him,  tha? 
in  the  anguifh  of  his  fpirit,  he  refolved  never 
more  to  return  to  houfe  or  home,  till  God  Ihould 
fhew  him  mercy.  This  precipitate  and  unadvifed 
refolution  was  however  of  fhort  continuance. 
In  faff,  the  commotion  and  difordered  Jflate  of 
his  foul  ill  admitted  of  any  thing  uniformly  fteady 
whether  right  or  wrong,  either  by  purpofe  or 
in  practice : it  therefore  foon  vanifhed  away, 
and  he  again  fought  by  various  ways  to  procure 
fome  alleviation  of  his  diflrefs. 

“ I flrove  (fays  he)  to  divert  myfelf  in  the  bed 
manner  I could,  feeking  reft  and  peace  in  the 
miserable  comforts  of  this  world  But  my  con- 
fcience  was  ftillreftlefs,  and  a hell  opened  in  my 
bread.  Not  knowing  what  to  do,  nor  which 
way  to  turn  for  reft,  I at  length  attempted  to 
quiet  the  clamours  of  my  troubled  mind,  by 
folemnly  refolving  h<  w foberly,  rigbteouflv,  and 
godly  I would  live  the  refidue  of  .my  life.  Full 
of  thefe  good  purposes,  -and  ftrengthened-  as  I 
thought  by  vows  and  promiles,  1 hoped  -all  -would 
be,  well;  having  all  this  while  no  idea  oh  the 
fatisfaction  by  Chrift.  and  the  ail- fufficiencv  o£ 
■of  his  merits ; and  therefore,  refolving  only  in 
my  own  ftrength,  my  refolutions  proved  as  bro- 
. ken  cifterfjs,  which  could  hold  no. comfort ; and 
as  broken  reeds,  which  afForded  no  ftrength  !” 

Struggling  oti  ftill  in  the  dark,  he  added  fall- 
ing to  his  prayers  and  refolutions.  But  all  this 
did  not  do.  He  fill!  found  himfelf  bound  as  in 

ajfdttion 
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-nffhUionand  iron.  He  remained  in  fore  bon- 
dage, doing  the  evil  he  would  not,-  and  not  do- 
ing the  good,  which  be  would  have  done, 
(Rom.  7.)  His  conviftions  became  dill  fharper 
and  his  fear  of  hell  more  deeply  didreffing.  En- 
deavouring therefore  by  fome  meansor  other  to 
procure  red  for  his  foul,  he  had  recourfe  to  his 
former  fhiFts,  and  fays,  “ I repeated  my  refolu- 
tions  and1  vows  agarnfl  fm  ; but  efpecially  when- 
ever I fell  into  anv  outward  wickednefs;  and 
above  all,  the  fin  ■ that  did  fo  ■ e'ajily  bejtt  mo. 
Then  I was  as  on  ’the  rack,  and  thro’  extremity 
of  anguifb,  have  frequently  firuck  mvfelf  againd 
the  ground,  tearing  the  hairs  from  off  my 
head.” 

His  light  began  now  to  encreafe  with  his  pain- 
fui  feeling.  “ About  this  time  (fays  he)  by  read- 
ing, and  the  help  of  the  holy  Spirit,  I began  to 
have  a dill  clearer  notion  concerning  the  na- 
ture and  confequences  cf  fin,1  and  particularly  of 
thofe  which  bv  the  clnirch  of  Rome  are  termed 
mortal  fins”. 

This  increafe  of  knowledge  did  not  'however 
mend,  much  le'fs  heal  his  heart.  No, 

The  Hidden  ray'  of  heavenly  light, 

V/hich  dimly  dawned  upon  his  night, 

But  made  his  darknefs  vifibl.e, 

And  left  him  to  a deeper  bed. 


And 


Z H5  J 

And  even  in  this  refpeft  he  found  it  true,  that 
fie  that  encreafeth  knowledge,  encreafeth farrow ; 
a proportion  which  is  univerfally  true,  with  re- 
fpe£l  to  all  the  purfuits  of  the  foul  after  happi- 
nefs  : the  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  him 
crucified,  alone  excepted.  Struggling  therefore 
in  his  chains,  he  refolved  upon  other  meafures. 
And  finding  that  his  prayers,  tears,  refolutions, 
and  vows  did  not  avail,  he  devifed  another  ex- 
pedient, and  came  to  this  determination,  folemn- 
ly  to  fwear  to  the  Lord,  imagining  that  then  it 
would  not  be  poffible  that  he  fhould  break  with 
him  afterwards,  has  had  been  the  cafe,  with 
all  his  former  efforts. 

Accordingly  he  bound  him-felf  by  an  oath, 
that  for  the  time  to  come  he  would  abffain 
from,  and  utterly  renounce  all  thofe  fins  which 
had  wrought  him  fo  much  uneafinefs.  This  pro- 
cedure begot  in  him  for  the  prefent,  rather 
fome  ceffation  from  torment,  than  true  peace, 
and  left  him  for  a while  in  deep  fecurity.  But 
alas  ! It  was  not  long  ere  he  found  this  band, 
likewife  was  altogether  weak  as  the  flaff  of  a 
broken  reed.  He  fell  into  one  of  thofe  very 
fins,  again  ft  the  commiffion  of  which  he  had 
fo  facredly  bound  himfelf ; involving  by 
this  means  his  enlightened  confidence  in  the 
additional  guilt  of  (what  he  called)  perjury, 
and  thus  rendered  his  anxiety  and  enibaraffment 
great  beyond  defeription. 
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Who  can  conceive  what  his  wean’  fp;i. 
now  experienced  ! His  wretchednefs  and  con- 
fufion  exceeded  all  the  powers  of  words  to  ex- 
prefs. 

Yea,  he  gave  up  hope  ; and  became  well  nigh 
defperate.  He  knew  not  whither  to  betake 
himfelf,  or  what  fhould  be  his  next  ftep  ; rea- 
foning  thus  with  himfelf  in  the  bitternefs  of  bis 
foul,  “ Since  I have  perjured  myfelf  in  one  in- 
fiance, I may  as  well  commit  all  my  old  fins 
over  again.  Thus  (adds  he)  I was  driven  by  the 
devil,  allured  by  fin  and  corruption,  and  deceived 
by  my  own  evil  heart.” 

About  this  time  likewife,  it  pleafed  our  Lord 
to  vifit  him  with  a fit  of  iilnefs,  by  which  his 
fears  and  mifery  were  confiderably  increased. 
He  often  bewailed  himfelf  in  the  uttermoft  an- 
guifii  of,  fpirit,  with  weeping  and  lamentation, 
breathing  out  his  foul  in  moans.  “ O the  guilt  of 
fin  ; when  charged  home  upon  the  confcience 
by  the  Spirit  of  God,  what  an  intolerable  load  ! 
A n ounded  fpirit  uho  can  bear  ! 

Thus,  being  ignorant  of  Goa  's  righteoufnefs ; 
the  way  of  becoming  righteous,  or  juitified, 
which  he  hath  appointed,  he  went  about  to  efta- 
blifh  his  own  righteoufnefs,  expending  to  be  jufti- 
fied  by  the  works  of  the  law,  and  not  by  the  faith 
of  Jefus  Chrijl 

He  became  wearied  in  the  multitude  of  his  coun~ 
fels,  and  feeking  not  in  God's  way  it  fared  with 
him  accordingly.  For  Hill,  although  he  fought 
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for  red,  he  Found  it  not,  becaufe  he  Fought  it 
not  aright.  TheFe  were  indeed  the  days  of  his 
invincible  ignorance,  at  which  therefore  the 
God  of  love  gracioufiy  winked.  He  knew  not, 
becaufe  as  yet  he  had  no  one  to  teach  him.  “ How- 
fas  he  fays). could  I do  otherwife  ? I had  not  the 
hible  to  inhruft  me  ; for  I never  had  read  it, 
except  a little  at  fchool,  when  I was  about  ele- 
ven years  old.  Woe  to  you  (he  adds)  ye  blind 
guides  (meaning  the  Rorrajh  clergy)  ye  have  taken 
away  the  key  of  knowledge,  that  is,  the  word 
of  God  from  the  people.  It  is  this  which  un- 
folds the  hidden  treafures  of  his  will,  and 
free  grace  towards  mankind.  While  therefore 
I remained  ignorant  of  this,  no  wonder  that  I 
went  on  in  error,  and  fought  as  one  that  beatcth 
the  air." 

But  now  the  true  teacher  began  more  power- 
fully to  manifed  himfelf  to  him,  although  as  yet 
he  knew  him  not.  The  Jpirit  of  truth  proceeding 
from  the  Father  and  the  Son,  wrought  in  him 
daily,  a dill  deeper  folicitude  about  his  falvation. 
Among  others  of  his  reflections  in  reference 
thereto,  he  began  to  think  more  ferioufly  than 
ever,  of  the  doftrine  of  the  church  of  Rome, 
and  of  his  own  connexions  with  her:  refolvino- 

O 

that  .whatever  might  be  the  confequence,  he 
would,  both  do,  and  avoid,  whatever  appeared 
to  him,  nay  in  any  meafure  contribute  to  the 
true  life  of  his  foul.  Thus,  hitherto 
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“ Drawn  by  a fecret  power  he  flew, 

Nor  flay’d  to  prop  the  papal  throne. 
The  truth  determined  to  purfue, 

And  panting  for  a God  unknown  ; 
By  works  of  legal  righteoufnefs, 

He  blindly  fought  the  grace  t'obtain. 
But  could  not  find  the  paths  of  peace, 
•But  labour’d  thro’  the  fire  in  vain. 


Of  his forfaking  the  church  of  Rome. 
VARIETY  of  incidents  contributed  to  this 


part  of  his  condufl.  He  was  firft  deeply 
concerned  about  the  weighty  affair  of  his  own 
falvation  ; and  then  began  to  think  ferioufiv  cf 
the  influence  which  his  religious  connexions 
might  have  thereon,  which  prepared  him  for  at- 
tending to  whatever  he  at  any  time  either  read, 
or  had  fpoken  to  him  on  this  head. 

That  which  outwardly  contributed  mod  there- 
to was  the  inflance  of  his  brother,  of  whom  he 
had  learned  Latin.  “ A man  [to  ufe  his  own 
words)  of  tolerable  learning,  and  defigned  for 
a Popifh  prieft.  But  feeing  many  errors  among 
them,  he  renounced  popery.” 
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i^bout  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  age,  while 
he  was  a drift  obferver  of  the  Romilh  church, 
this  brother  (whofe  relinquifhing  it  was  fome 
years  before)  began  frequently  to  difcourfe  with 
him  concerning  the  principles  of  the  Romanifls. 
But  “ I ftrenuoufly  (fays  he)  though  ignorantly 
withdood  him  ; alledging  in  my  defence  the  tra- 
ditions and  canons  of  the  church,  while  he,  on 
the  contrary,  appealed  to  the  law , and  to  the  tejh- 
mony.  He  often  faid  to  me,  My  brother  why  do 
you  not  read  God’s  word  ? Lay  afide  prejudice, 
and  let  us  reafon  together.” 

“ To  the  fame  purpofe  fpake  another  perfon 
in  the  neighbourhood,  one  Mr.  Philip  Geyer,  a 
Protellant,  and  well  verfed  in  controverfy.  Mr. 
Waljh,  you  are  a fober  young  man  (fo  indeed  I 
was  generally  thought  to  be,  though  God  knows 
I was  drunk  with  enmity  againft  him)  and  what 
pity  it  is  that  you  do  not  read  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures  ? Why  will  you  fuffer  yourfelf  to  be  de- 
ceived by  the  Pope  and  his  fraternity.” 

Reafonings  of  this  kind,  which  were  occafi- 
onally  made  ufe  of  with  him  from  time  to  time, 
together  with  hearing  the  fcriptures  frequently 
read  in  his  brother’s  fchool,  put  him  at  length 
.upon  a diligent  confideration  of  both  fides  of 
the  quellion.  But  as  it  generally  happens  in  like 
cafes,  an  attachment  to  old  fentiments,  the  pre- 
judices of  education,  fhame,  or  fear  of  man, 
with  a variety  of  other  confiderations,  kept  him 
for  fome  time  in  flrong  fufpenfe.  His  bread; 
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was  moved  with  contrary,  and  therefore  conflict- 
ing paffions.  He  revolved  in  his  mind,  and  re- 
jefted  many  a thought  on  the  head,  and  again 
refumed  and  embraced  them.  Thus  halting  be- 
itveen  two  opinions,  he  complains  of  the  “ Corrup- 
tion of  his  heart  and  prejudice  of  his  education,, 
which  were  as  fmoke  upon  his  fou!,  fo  dimming 
his  underftanding  that  he  could  fee  nothing 
clearly.” 

“ I had  (continues  he)  a cuftom  of  repeating 
frequently  as  I walked  by  the  way,  fome  prayers, 
or  articles  of  faith  which  I had  learned  in  my 
childhood.  And  walking  one  day  in  Sept.  1748,. 
in  a -pleafant  field,  I was  ruminating  deeply  on 
what  my  opponents  urged  again!!  the  doftrine  of 
the  church  of  Ro?ne.  I faid  in  mv  heart — Per- 
haps all  is  not  right.  Peradventure  I have  been 
impofed  upon.  But  then  how  {hall  I know  ? 
How  can  I be  certainly  affined  whether  the 
prieft  has  led  me  in  the  right  way  ? — Immediate- 
ly it  occurrd  to  my  mind,  that  on  God  alone,  I 
could  fafely  venture  my  falvation,  and  that  with- 
out doubt,  he  would  lead  me  by  his  counfel,  if  I 
afked  wifdom  of  him.” 

“ Then  I cried  unto  the  Lord  God,  and  faid — 
All  things  are  known  to  thee,  and  thou  feeft  that 
I want  to  worfhip  thee  aright.  Shew  me  the 
way  wherein  I ought  to  go,  nor  fuffer  me  to  be 
deceived  by  men.” 

The  Lord  who  apprehended,  and  inflruCted 
Saul,  when  he  enquired  of  him  in  afionifh'ment, 
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What  wilt  thou  Have  me  to  do?*  Attended  to,  and 
anfwered  his  prayer  ; which  he  did  not  ceafe 
then,  to  pour  out  before  him.  The  Father  oj 
lights,  and  the  giver  of  wifdom  to  all  t hat  afkit,did, 
according  to  the  adorable  methods  of  his  work- 
ing,  inflruft  and  determine  his  choice  in  this 
particular. 

To  this  time  and  occafion  may  be  referred 
what  he  has  more  than  once  told  me,  determin- 
ed him  with  refpedt  to  the  Popilh  doftrine  of 
merit,  and  had  much  influence  on  his  entirely 
renouncing  the  communion  of  that  church  : 
namely,  the  deep  impreflion  on  his  mind  of  thofe 
words  of  St.  Paul,  If  righteoufnefs  come  by  the 
law,  then  Chrifl  is  dead  in  vain.  This  paffage 
he  allured  me  he  had  not  remembered  ever  to 
have  read,  or  heard  ; and  that  afterwards,  when 
hemetwithit  (Gal.  ii.  21.)  it  was  to  him  like 
life  from  the  dead.  Truly,  O God,  Thy  word  is 
a light,  and  by  taking  heed  thereto,  this  young 
man  s way  vjas  cleanfed. 

Soon  after  this,  he  refolved  to  hand  no  longer 
in  defponding  hefitation,  halting  between  two 
opinions.  “ Therefore,  (fays  he}  going  to  my 
brother  and  the  other  perfons  who  ufed  to  con- 
Verfe  with  me  on  this  head,  and  providentially 
meeting  the  two  principal  ones  together,  I deter- 
mined now,  once  for  all,  either  to  convince,  or 
be  convinced  by  them  ; for  I had  an  unfeigned 
delire  to  fave  my  foul.” 
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“ Propofing  therefore  my  defign,  they  defired 
me  to  bring  a bible,  and  with  it  Ntlfons  feaftsr 
andfajls  of  the  church  of  England.  According- 
ly, we  began  reading,  and  conveifing,  and  con- 
tinued together  till  midnight.”  The  refult  of 
which  was,  he  now  determined  no  longer  to  re- 
fill; convi&ion.  “ I was  (lays  he)  conllrained  to 
give  place  to  the  light  of  truth.  It  was  fo  con- 
vincing  that  I had  nothing  more  to  fay.  I at 
length  co nfe (Ted  the  weaknefs  ol  my  former  rea- 
fonings,  and  the  ftrength  of  thofe  which  were  op- 
pofed  to  me !” 

About  one  o’clock  in  the  morning  I retired 
to  my  lodging,  and  according  to  my  ufua!  cuf- 
tom  went  to  prayer:  but  now,  only  to  the  God 
oi  heaven,  I no  more  prayed  to  any  angel  or 
fpirit.  For  I am  deeply  perfuaded  that  there  is 
b one  Gai,  and  one  Mediator  between  God  and 
m an,  even  the  man  Chriji  Jefus.  Therefore  I re- 
folved  no  longer  fo  fuffer  any  man  to  beguile  me 
in  a voluntary  humility,  in  worfhiping  either 
faints  or  angels.*  Thefe  latter  I confidered  as 
they  are  represented,  Minifiring  fpirits  fent forth 
to  minflcr for  them  who  fiall  be  heirs  offalvation.% 
But  with  regard  to  any  worfhip  being  paid  to 
them,  one  ©fthemfelves  faid,  See  thou  do  it  not, 
worfiip  God 4 God  only. 

“ All  my  fophifms  on  this  head  were  entirely 
overthrown  by  a few  hours  candid  reading  the 
holy  fcriptures,  which  now  became  as  a lantern 
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.to  ?ny  fed,  and,  a lamp  to  my  paths , dire&ing  me 
in  the  way  wherein  I fhould  go.  I could  fee  no 
manner  of  authority  either  in  the  old  Teftament 
.or  the  new  for  invocating  any  faint,  or  apoflle 
whatfoever.  God,  the  triune  God,  is,  alone, 
the  proper  obje£l_  of  prayer,  and  of  ail  divine 
worfliip.”  He  is  likewife  a jealous  God  (Exod. 
xx.  5.)  and  will  not  give  his  glory  to  another, 
before  his  glorious  Majelty  the  holts  of  heaven, 
angels  and  authorities , principalities  and  powers, 
thrones  and  dominions,  vaiiing  their  faces,  fail 
down  in  lowly  proftrations,  while  they  adore 
him  (whom  all  Ihould  adore !)  that  fitteth  upon 
the  throne,  and  the  Lamb,  that  liveth  for  ever 
ever.” 

Not  many  days  after,  he  fell  into  difcourfe  with, 
his  father  on  the  head,  and  informed  him,  that 
he  was  minded  to  forfake  the  church  of  Rome,  be- 
ing clearly  convinced  Ihe  was  not  that  infallible, 
or  pure  church  he  once  elteemed  her,  “ but  ra- 
ther fto  ufe  his  words)  an  harlot,  who  had  com- 
mitted fpiritual  and  vile  adultery.  My  father 
(adds  he)  was  much  provoked,  and  produced  nis 
ftrong  reafons  to  overthrow  all  I had  faid.  I dar- 
ed not  but  liflen  to  him,  which  I did  with  much 
attention.  But  the  more  he  argued,  the  more  was 
1 confirmed  in  my  former  refolntion.” 

Being  now  fully  fatisfied,  and  deliberately  de- 
termined, he  refolved  to  omit  no  becoming  me- 
thod  of  t edifying  the  lame.  And  accordingly 
(having  no  temporal  interefl:  to  ferve  thereby,  as 
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may  be  undeniably  plain  to  every  one)  he,  with- 
out  farther  delay,  publickly  and  in  form,  renounc- 
ed his  former  communion  ; abjured  the  errors  of 
the  church  of  Rome,  and  thenceforward  regular- 
ly attended  the  fervice  of  the  church  of  England. 

He  was  greatly  delighted  with  the  prayers- 
(As  was,  St.  Aiifan  at  his  firft  attendance,  with 
the  fervice  of  the  Church  in  general.  Con- 
fefs,  book  9,  eh.  6.  His  heart  melted  with  divine 
fweetnefs,  and  his  eyes  flowed  down  with  tears 
of  love.)  A certain  providence  feemed  to  direft 
the  very  matter  of  the  firft  fermon  which  he 
heard  there.  “ The  firft  text  (fays  he)  I heard 
preached  on  at  church,  was  He  that  believeth  and 
is  baptized , Jhall  be  faved : but  he-  that  beiieveth 
not,Jhallbe  damned , (Mark  xvi.  16.) 

“ Yet,  alas  ! How  little  did  I know  of  believ- 
ing ? Being  taught,  and  accuftomed  to  call  by 
the  name  of  faith,  the  peculiar  principles  of  the 
church  of  Rome.  But  I have  now  learned  a bet- 
ter lefion,  and  know  that  rightly  to  believe,  is 
one  of  the  greateft  things  in  the  world.” 

“ And  now  that  I have  left  the  church  of 
Rome,  I nevertheiefs  declare  that  I think  there 
are  many  fincere  fouls  among  them.  For  I bear 
them  witnefs,  that  they  have  a zeal  for  God, 
tho’  not  according  to  knowledge.  Many  of  them 
have  juftice,  mercy,  and  truth  ; and  may  (not- 
withftandifjg  many  errors  in  fentiment,  and  there- 
fore in  praclice^  thro’  nrvincifcle.  ignorance)  fincc 
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as  is  God’s  majefly,  fo  is  his  mercy,  be  dealt 
with  accordingly.” 

There  have  been  doubtlefs,  and  Hill  are  among 
them,  fomc  burning  and  fhining  lights  ; perfons 
who  (whatever  their  particular  fentiments  may 
be)  are  devoted  to  the  fervice  of  Jefus  Chrift,  ac- 
cording  as  their  light  and  opportunities  admit. 
And  in  reality,  whatever  opinions  people  may 
hold,  they  are  mod  approved  of  God,  whofe 
. tempers  and  behaviour  correspond  mod  with  the 
model  of  his  holy  word.  This  however,  can  be 
no  judification  of  avowed  unfcriptural  tenets, 
fuch,  as  has  been  often  proved,  are  many  of 
thofe  of  the  church  of  Rome. 

“ It  may  be  afked  then,  “ Why  did  I leave 
their  communion,  fince  I thought  fo  favourably 
of  them  I anfwer,  becaufe  1 was  abundantly 
convinced,  that  as  a church,  they  have  erred 
fiom  the  right  way,  and  adulterated  the  truths  of 
God  with  the  inventions  and  traditions  of  men  ; 
which  the  fcriptures,  and  even  celebrated  wri- 
ters of  themfelves  abundantly  tedifyi  God  is  my 
witnefs  herein,  that  the  foie  motive  which  in- 
duced me  to  leave  them,  was  an  unfeigned  de- 
fire to  know  the  way  of  God  more  perfeflly,  in 
order  to  the  falvation  of  my  foul.  For  altho’  I 
then  felt,  and  do  vet  feel  my  heart  to  be  as  the 
prophet  fpeaks,  deceitful,  and  defperately  wicked 
with  regard  to  God ; yet  I was  lincere  in  my  re- 
formation, having  from  the  holy  Spirit  an  earned:: 
G.  6 defile. 
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defire’to  fave  my  foul,  and  prepare  to  meet  my 
God. 

“ If  it  fhould  be  ftill  afked,  “ But  could  I not 
be  faved,  fuppofing  I had  never  left  the  church 
of  Rome  ?”  I anfwer,  If  I had  never  known  the 
truth  of  the  fcriptures  concerning  the  way  of  fal- 
vation,  nor  been  convinced  that  their  princi- 
ciples  were  anti-fcriptural,  then  I think  I might 
have  been  faved  in  her  communion,  the  merci- 
ful God  making  allowance  for  my  invincible  ig- 
norance. But  now,  ttnce  God  hath  enlightened 
my  mind,  and  given  me  to  fee  the  truth  as  it  is  in 
Jefus,  if  I had  Bill  continued  a member  of  the 
church  of  Rome , I could  not  have  been  faved. 

“ With  regard  to  others,  I fay  nothing.  I 
know  that  every  man  mujl  bear  his  own  burden , and 
give  an  account  ojhimfelf  to  God.  To  their  own 
matter,  both  they  and  I mutt  ftand  or  fall.  But 
love  however,  and  tender  companion  for  their 
fouls,  conttrain  me  to  pour  out  a prayer  to  God 
in  their  behalf. 

“ All  fouls  are  thine,  O Lord  God,  and  thou 
willeft  all  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth  and  be  faved.  For  this  end  thou  didtt  give 
thy  only  begotten  Son,  that  whofoever  believeth 
in  him,  might  not  perifh,  but  have  everlafting 
life.  I befeech  thee  therefore  O eternal  God, 
fhew  thy  tender  mercies  upon  thofe  poor  fouls 
who  have  been  long  deluded  by  the  god  of  tins 
world,  the  pope,  and  his  clergy.  Jefus,  thou 
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lover  of  fouls  and  friend  of  finners,  fend  to  them 
thy  light,  and  truth,  that  they  may  lead  them, 
and  call  thofe  ftraying  fheep,  now  perifhing  for 
lack  of  knowledge,  to  the  light  of  thy  word, 
which  is  able  to  make  them  wife  to  falvatioa 
through  faith,  which  is  in  thee  !” 


Some  further  account  of  his progrefs  in  the  way 
of  life , with  other  reafons  oj  his  condud.  in  re- 
gard of  the  church  of  Rome. 

HE  affair  of  renouncing  communion  with 


the  Romifh  church,  and  declaring  himfelf 
a member  of  the  church  of  England,  being  now 
over,  he  fet  himfelf  to  read  with  much  diligence 
the  holy  fcriptures,  together  with  the  .writings  of 
fome  of  the  moil  eminent  Proteflant  divines. 
And  hereby  he  received  further  light  every  day, 
being  more  and  more  perfuaded  that  his  condufl 
was  right. 

By  this  means  he  began  likewife  to  fee  into 
the  nature  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  one,  only  way 
which  it  points  to  life  and  bleffednefs,  grace  and 
glory.  ‘ Now  (fays  he)  I begin  to  difcern  clearly 
that  it  is  the  blood  of  Chrift  alone- which  cleanfth 
from  Jin , and  that  by  one  offering  of  himfelf  once 
for  all,  he  hath  perfected  for  ever  them  that  are  fanc- 
tifed — Perfectly  accomplilhed,  without  any 


CHAP.  V. 


need 
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need  of  other  helps,  or  repetitions  of  the  fame, 
all  that  was  necelTary  in  order  to  the  juPtificaiicn 
and  glorification  of  all  believers. 

“ I likewife  became  now  more  clearly  fenfi- 
ble  of  the  errors  which  I formerly  held.  As 
ill,  Thinking  that  my  own  works  could 
merit  fomething  from  God.  2dly,  vainly  imagin- 
ing that  there  is  a place  for  the  purgation  of 
fin  after  death.  When  at  any  time  therefore  I 
was  afked  now,  why  I had  left  the  church  of 
Rome  ? I could  anfwer  upon  good  and  folid 
grounds  : becaufe  I am  well  allured  that  the 
doftrines  of  merit  (to  fpeak  of  no  more) 
and  works  of  fupererogation,  are  contrary  both 

to  reafon  and  fcripture.” To  reafon,  it  being 

abfurd  to  fuppofe  that  a creature,  receiving  life, 
and  breath,  and  all  things  from  its  Creator, 
fhould  be  able  to  love,  adore,  and  obey  him, 
more  than  is  required  of  him  as  his  indifpenfable 

duty. To  fcripture  ; being  flatly  contrary  to 

the  words  of  Chrift,  When  ye  Jhall  have  done 
all  thefe  things  which  are  commanded  you,  fay , that 
is,  take  knowledge,  ue  are  unprofitable  fervants.  t 

“ Befide,  If  the  blood  of  Chrift,  the  merit  of 
all  he  hath  done  and  buffered,  cleanjethjrom  all 
fin,  § what  imaginable  need  can  there  be  of  the 
fire  of  purgatory  ? Surely  when  all  fin  is  clean  fed, 
or  taken  away,  there  can  be  none  remaining.” 
Adas  for  thofe  who  truff  for  fafety  to  fuch  a ftaft 
of  a broken  reed  ! Deferring  the  pnfnt  opportu- 
nities 


+ Luke  xvii.  10. 
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nities  and  means  of  deliverance  from  fin  and- 
death,  under  the  pretence  of  fome  future  pur- 
gation from  fin  in  the  invifible  world. 

“ If  all  the  light  of  this  world  was  to  be  im- 
mediately at  once  extinguifhed,  all  human  fouls 
that  were  not  in  fome  real  degree  of  regenera- 
tion, would  immediately  find  themfelves  but  the 
rage  of  fire,  and  horror  of  darknefs.”  O then 
thou  poor  finner,  whoever  thou  art,  repent,  re- 
pent, and  turn  to  God,  whilft  thou  haft  flefh 
upon  thee ; for  as  long  as  that  lafis  the 
kingdom  of  God  is  nigh  at  hand : but  if  thou 
dielt  without  true  converfion,.  better  thou  hadft 
never  been  born  1 For  then  il  black  lakes,  bot- 
tomlefs  pits,  ages  of  a gnawing  worm,  and  a 
fire  that  never  ceafes  to  burn,  will  Hand  between 
thee  and  the  kingdom  of  heaven  for  ever.” 

His  now  encreafing  knowledge  in  the  things 
of  God;  his  ability  from  the  holy  fcriptures  to 
diftinguifh  between  truth  and  error,  became  daily 
and  juftly  matter  of  his  thankfgiving  to  God. 
But  yet  his  unregenerate  nature  was  not,  could 
not  be  truly  at  reft.  The  word  of  God  was  now 
indeed  his  ftudy  and  delight.  But  it  ferved  like- 
wife,  by  {hewing,  him  how  his  heart  and  life  muft 
be,  more  deeply  to  diftrefs  him.  The  command * 
merit  in  its  fpiritual  and  extenfive  meaning,  dill 
differing  his  inward  parts,  flew  him  [Rom.  vii. 
8. — u.J  fo  that  he  was  clearly  and  difireffingly 
feiififcle  of  his  death  in  trejpajj'es  and  fins.  His 

tonviflions 
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conviffions  and  anguifh  of  fpirit  became  there- 
fore more  afflictive  than  ever. 

The  fmall  ceffation  from  pain  which  his  relin- 
quifhing  popery  afforded,  ferved  now,  only  to 
augment  his  forrow,  to  find  that  after  all,  the 
great  affair  was  yet  to  do.  And  fuch  was  his 
prefent  anxiety,  that  he  even  forgot,  or  neg- 
lected to  eat  his  bread.  “ My  confidence  (fays 
he)  ftill  condemned  me,  there  was  no  reft  in 
my  bones  by  reafon  of  fin.”  And  yet  meaning 
to  make  fure  work,  he  defined  to  know  the  ut- 
termoft  of  his  evil  and  danger.  To  this  end  he 
read  thofe  paffages,  both  divine  and  human,  which 
feemed  moft  to  condemn  him  : For  I was  will- 
ing (adds  he)  to  know  the  worft  of  my  condition : 
not  indeed  that  this  was  always  the  cafe.  Some- 
times the  devil,  and  the  corruption  of  my  na- 
ture fo  far  prevailed  as  to  hufh  ray  confcience, 
and  drown  my  convictions,  by  a variety  of 
thoughts,  and  things.” 

Thus  far  did  he  labour  through  the  furnace  of 
heavt-tormenting  conflict ; affaulted  on  the  one 
hand  by  the  Romard/ls,  who  ftill  wrought  him 
all  the  trouble  they  could,  both  by  calumny  and 
contention  : And  on  the  other,  by  the  ruler  of 
ike  darlnefs  of  this  world ; Satan  and  his  emiffa- 
ries,  feeking  to  devour  him.  Our  Lord's 
words,  John  xvi.  21.  were  literally  verified  in 
him;  as  indeed  they  are  more  or  lefs,  in  every 
one  that  is  truly  born  again.  He  travailed  in 
birth,  and  was  in  forrow.  and  pain  to  be  deli- 
vered* 
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feted.  The  agony  of  his  heart  frequently 
torted  from  him,  complaints  to  this  effeff , the 
farrows  of  death  have  compajfed  me  about , and  the 
pains  of  hell  have  got  hold  upon  me ! He  found 
trouble  and  heavinefs.  In  his  diftrefs  he  cried 
Unto  the  Lord,  and  faid,  0 Lord  I befeech  thee 
deliver  my  foul ! I am  opprejfed,  undertake  for 
me ! 

And  thus  he  remained  for  fome-time  waiting, 
and  longing  for  his  God,  even  as  the  thirfly 
ground  for  fhovvers.  His  borrow  it  is  true  was^ 
often  interfperfed  with  gleams  of  fweetly  reviv- 
ing hope  That  yet  a little  while,  and  he  whom 
he  fought  would  come,  and  would  not  tarry, 
while  his  very'  pulfe  hill  beat,  Make  no  long  tarry- 
ing., 0 my  God.  Make  hafe  my  belovedy  and  come 
away.  Be  thou  like  a roe,  or  a young  hart  up- 
on the  mountains  of  Bether.  The  Lord  did  indeed 
wait  to  be  gracious  to  him,  and  was  exalted  in 
having  mercy  upon  him.  He  brought  to  the 
birth,  and  gave Jlrengtli  to  bring  forth.  Lor  the 
fpirit  of  heavinefs,  he  afterwards  received  the 
garments  of  praife,  and  for  mourning  the  oil  of  joy. 


CHAP.  VI. 

Offome  pa  rticulars  previous  to  his  converfon. 

AFTER  having  made  ufe  of  every  means, 
•L  which  either  men  or  books  could  fugseft, 
but  without  the  defired  effedt,  (being  now  in  the 

nineteenth 


[ i6e  ] 

nineteenth  year  of  his  age)  as  he  returned  to  his 
lodging  one  evening  in  the  city  of  Limerick , 
March  17,  1749,  he  faw  an  uncommonly  large 
concourfe  of  people  afTembled  in  a place  called 
the  Parade  adjoining  to  the  main  ftreet.  He 
turned  abide  to  fee  what  it  meant;  and  perceiv- 
ing a man  preaching  to  the  people  in  the  open 
air  fa  thing  then  quite  new  in  Ireland ,)  he  eager- 
ly flopped  to  know  -what  he  faid.  And  hearing 
him  (Mr.  R.  S.)  from  Matt/i.  xi.  28.  affectio- 
nately, and  earneftly  entreat  all  perfons  to  come 
to  Jefus  Chrifl,  that  they  might  find  rejl  to  their 
finds  : and  withal  exhorting  them  to  fearch  the 
fcriptures,  and  fee  for  themfelves  if  what  he 
faid  w'as  not  true  ; it  filled  him  with  wonder, 
and  with  defire  to  know  more  of  this  matter. 

He  had  of  a long  time  forely  felt  the  want  of 
reft,  that  is,  happinefs  in  his  foul.  And  not- 
tvithftanding  all  his  endeavours  to  obtain  it,  like 
the  poor  woman  in  the  gofpel,  * who  had  fipent 
all  that  fihe  had  upon  phyficians  and  was  nothing 
bettered , but  rather  grew  woifie , his  cafe  became 
every  day  more  infuppoi  table.  A preffing  invi- 
tation therefore  to  partake  of,  and  an  aflurancc 
of  finding  the  very  thing  he  fo  wanted,  could 
not  fail  of  being  acceptable  to  him. 

So  impenetrable  is  the  abyfs  of  God’s  judgments ! 
Great  things  doth  he,  which  who  can  comprehend ! 
He  had  prepared  the  foul  of  his  fervant  to  re- 
ceive 


* Mark.  v.  25. 
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ceite  with  inexpreffible  joy,  the  gofpel  of  peace, 
and  fent  it  him  in  a way  which  he  lead  of  all 
expefted,  and  which  the  wifdom  of  man  would, 
never  have  made  choice  of,  Thus, 

While  yet  he  toil'd,  a hidden  cry 

Proclaim’d  th’  approaching  multitude. 

Who  told  of  Jefus  palling  by. 

Of  free  redemption  in  his  blood  : 

Upfiarted  light,  the  beggar  blind, 

He  fprang  the  healing  touch  to  meet. 

Call  all  his  filthy  rags  behind, 

And  groan’d  for  faith  at  Jefu’s  feet. 

* But  here  (favs  he)  it  may  be  needful,  in  or- 
‘ der  the  better  to  underhand  fome  particulars 
‘ which  will  be  hereafter  related,  to  premife  a 
‘ a few  things  relative  to  this  preacher,  and  the 
‘ people  to  whom  he  belonged,  ih,  he  was  one 

* of  the  people  called  Methodijls , and  a member 
‘ of  the  church  of  England 1 2dly,  This  people 
‘ began  to  preach  Chrih,  and  juhification  thro’ 
‘ his  blood,  about  the  year  1738,  having  had 

* their  beginning  at  Oxjord,  in  the  Rev.  Mr. 
‘ John  and  Charles  Wejley  ; the  former  a fellow 

* of  Lincoln  College,  and  the  latter,  hudent  of 
‘ Chriji' Church.  Thefe  two  brothers  having  ob- 
1 tained  mercy  themfelves,  were  called  of  God 

* to  publilh  his  love  to  others  likewife,  by 

* preachirg  the  gofpel  of  the  kingdom,  to  every 

creature 
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e creature  that  would  hear  the  joyful  found.  Ac-- 
‘ cordingly,  out  they  go  into  the  lanes  and  high- 
‘ ways,  crying  in  the  voice  of  wifdom  to  the  fons 
‘ of  men,  hefeeching  and  compelling  Tinners  to 
‘ turn  to  God,  to  come  to  that  feafl  of  marrow 
4 and  fat  things , which  he  hath  prepared  for  all 
‘ who  will  but  accept  of  life  and  falvation.  * 

‘ After  the fe  fervants  of  God  had  been  thus 
‘ employed- for  fome  time,  itpleafed  their  divine 
‘ Mailer,  to  fend  forth  other  labourers  alfo  into 
‘ his  harveft,  to  affifl  in  the  fameblefTed  work: 

4 not  indeed  fuch  as  human  wifdom  would  have 
4 appointed,  the  great  or  wife  men  of  this  world  ; 

‘ but  quite  the  contrary  : the  poor  (for  the  mofl 

* part)  and  as  St.  Paul  fays,  the  bafe  and  weak , 

‘ that  thus,  leaving  no  room  for  boalting  or  glo- 
4 rying  in  man,  whofo  glorietk  might  glory  in  the. 
4 Lord 

‘ Some  of  thefe,  after  preaching  the  gofpel 
c in  the  flreets  and  highways,  to  their  own  coun- 

* trymen,  brought  the  glad  tidings  to  Ireland 
1 alfo;  wdtere,  going  about  from  place  to  place, 

‘ thro’  cities  and  villages,  they  freely  declared, 

* what  they  had  fo  freely  received,  to  every  one 
4 that  would  hear.  And  glory  be  to  God,  their 

* labour  of  love  was  not  in  vain.  He  that  fent 
‘ them,  gave  their  wTord  hisbleffing,  fo  that  ma- 
‘ ny  received  it  gladly ; and  having  felt  its 
4 power,  to  this  day  bring  forth  fruit  with  pati- 
ence ; 

* See  Luke  xiv.  16. — 24.  Prov.  viii.  1. — 5.  and  compare  v.'ilh 

Prov.  i.  24.  § 1 Cor.  i.  25.— 31. 
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ence  ; the  fruit  of  righteoufnefs,  to  the  glory  of 
Cod.” 

It  was  fome  v/eeks  before  he  had  opportunity 
of  hearing  them  again,  being  obliged  to  take  care 
ofhisfchool  in  the  country.  On  his  next  return 
to  Limerick  he  heard  another  of  them  (Mr.  T. 
W.)  and  liked  their  preaching  ftill  better.  Bu 
his  fondnefs  for,  and  attachment  to  the  word  of 
,God,  would  not  admit  of  his  taking  things  of  fo 
high  a nature  upon  trull.  He  therelore  compar- 
ed their  doftrine  with  the  word  of  God,  and- with 
the  articles  and  homilies  (which  were  now  like- 
wife  his  fecondary,  Itandards  of  truth)  of  the 
church  of  England ; and  “ I found  it,  {fays  he)- 
to  be  confonant  with  both.  I became  daily  more 
and  more  attached  to  them,  and  their  manner  of 
living  encreafed  my  affe6tion  lor  them.  They 
appeared  to  me  to  be  true  followers  of  Thrift, 
and  his  apofiles,  adorning  the  doftrine  of  God 
in  all  things.” 

“ When  they  had  preached  the  gofpel  at  Li- 
merick for  fome  time,  they  came  over  to  Nezv- 
Market , a village  where  I then  relided,  about 
eight  miles  from  thence.  In  a little  time  there 
was  a fociety  formed,  (fo  they  called  thofe  who 
met  weekly  together,  in  order  to  fing  the  praifes 
of  God,  to  pray  to  him,  ?nd  to  help  each  other 
-on  to  heaven.)  “ To  thefe  I joined  myfelf  a 
member,  Sept.  29,  17 49,  in  order  to  be  mors 
fully  in  ft  tufted  in  the  way  of  falvation. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

Giving  a farther  account  of  the  fate  of  his  foul, 
particularly  of  his  deep  conviclions. 

GOD  had,  by  this  time,  made  plain  his  way 
before  his  face.  His  holy  word  had  fully 
informed  his  underfianding,  how  a (inner  can  find 
favour  wiih  God.  His  fcruples  were  all  remov- 
ed, and  he  wanted  only  the  paflefiion  of  what 
he  faw  as  at  a dillance ; to  know,  by  experience, 
the  certainty  of  tkofe  things  wherein  he  had  been  in- 
jlru&ed. 

His  foul  reached  out  with  vehemenev  of  define 
to  the  mark  cj  the  prize  cj  his  high  calling.  But 
yet  he  could  not  lay  hold  on  the  hope /et  before  him. 
dde  could  not  break  the  bondage  of  unbelief, 
of  which  he  was  now  deeply  convinced, 
and  under  which  he  groaned  continually.  In 
fhort,  he  felt  what  cannot  be  eafily  explained  : the 
Torrows  and  (Irugglings,  as  well  as  joys,  of  the 
truly  regenerate,  being  of  fuch  a nature,  that 
flu-angers  to  that  happy  change  can  have  very  im- 
perfeft  conceptions  of.  (1  Cor.  ii.  it.) 

* He  particularly  deferibes  the  manner,  in 
which  he  perceived  lumfelf  wrought  upon,  as 
■follows, 


“ id. 
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f<  lfl.  The  Lord  convinced  me  of  my  bofom 
fin,  that  which  did  mod  eaiily  befet  me  ; repre- 
fenting  the  heinoufnefs  of  it  in  various  circum- 
ftances.” 

“ sdiv.  AH  my  other  abominations : fins  in 
o-enerah  of  omiihon,  and  commifhon  were  fet  in 
array  before  me,  as  an  army  ready  to  devour  me  ; 
or,  as  fo  many  devils  ready  to  tear  me  in  pieces. 
God  wrote  them  down  in  large  characters,  fo  that 
I might  well  fay,  My  fins  were  ever  before  me. 

“ gdly.  I was  clearly  convinced,  that  not  only 
mv  fins,  but  -hkewife  what  I called  my  duties, 
were  an  abomination  unto  the  Lord.  My  right- 
eoiifkejs  appeared  as  jo' thy  tags.  The  corrupt  tree 
could  not  bring] or  ill  good  fruit.'’ 

“ 4tblv.  The  fame  fpirit  convinced  me,  that  I 
was  an  unbeliever  ; that  I had  not  true  . h,  and 
therefore  no  part  nor  lo.t  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 
As  an  unbeliever  I was  condemned  already , and 
the  wrath  'of  God  abode  upon  me,  (John  iii.j  I 
affented  indeed  to  every  .thing  revealed  in  the  bi- 
ble;  yeti  now  clearly  perceived,  I lacked  the 
very  true,  Chnfuan  faith.  I lea  ned  horn  the 
' Method  ills,  fo  called,  and  had  it  confirmed  to  me 
by  the  New  Teftament,  that  whuioevw  has  true 
faith,  has  with  it  the  re  mi  {lion  of  fins,*  arid  is  at 
peace  with  God.  I read,  that  whofoever  brlieveth, 
is  born  of  God  ; and  he  that  is  born  of  God  fin- 
neth  not : i but  I finned,  and  thence  inferred,  I 
had  not  faith,  neither  was  born  of  God.” 

“ <5fhly. 

’Rom.  4.  5.  and  5.  t.  and  8.  1.  John  iii.  18.  A3s.  xii.  39, 
1.  John  v.  io.  + 1 John  3.  9,  and  5.  i. 
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*£  ^thly.  I was  deeply  convinced,  that  I could 
not  help  inyfelf;  that  I was  utterly  unable  to 
work,  either  repentance,  faith  or  holinefs  in  my 
own  foul,  and  that  it  was  by  grace  alone  I could 
be  faved.” 

“ 6thly.  I was  without  comfort,  and  mifera- 
ble.  Ivly  foul  was  grieved,  and  my  heart  fainted 
within  me.  I found  labour  and  forrow  beyond 
expreftion.  Worldly  comforts  availed  nought. 
I had  no  reft  night  or  day.  When  I prayed  I 
was  troubled  ; when  I heard  a fermon,  I was 
pierced  as  with  darts  and  arrows.  Whenever  I 
either  read  or  converfed,  ftill  I was  broken  and 
bruifed  in  heart.  Thus  was  1 ftrippeci  of  all,  and 
wretched,  and  blind  and  naked ; having  neither 
faith  nor  power,  holinefs  nor  happinefs.  Truly 
there  was  no  found  part  in  me.  All  was  wounds 
-and  bruijes,  and putrifying  fores.  Often  I could 
neither  deep  nor  eat.  i he  affliftion  of  my  foul 
fo  affefled  my  body,  that  at  length  I was  obliged 
to  take  to  my  bed.” 

“ ythly.  I faw  by  the  fame  light  of  the  holy 
Spirit,  the  ground  of  all  this,  namely,  Original 
fin.  This  I felt  was  the  fource  of  all  my  mifery 
and  helplelfnefs.  By  one  man  fin  entered  into  the 
world,  and  death  by  fin , and  fo  death  pffed  upon 
all,  for  that  all  have  finned * Here  I faw  the  root 
of  all  evil.  Hence  are  we  children  of  wrath  ; ba- 
nifhed  from  God,  and  the  tree  of  life.” 

This  was  his  ftate  about  the  year  1749.  And 
in  fuhftancc,  I believe  (tho’  alt  do  not  fo  circum- 

ftantiaily 
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ffantialiy  attend  to  it)  this  agrees  with  the  experi- 
ence of  moft  of  the  children  of  God. 

One  would  not  however  attempt  to  nx  a de- 
terminate point  : making  the  progrefs  of  the 
work  of  God  in  one,  or  a thoufand  perfons,  a 
fiandard  by  which  to  judge  of  the  genuinenefs  of 
the  experience  of  others.  There,  are  diuerfities  of 
operations  by  the  fame  fpirit.  But  it  is  the  fame 
God,  who  worketh  all  in  all. 

With  fome  fouls,  itpleafeth  our  Lord  to  deal 
more  gently,  than  with  others  ; as  (to  mention  no 
more  examples)  in  the  cafe  of  Lydia , and  the 
jaylor,  (AQs  xvi.)  The  latter,  trembling  and  ter- 
rified, fell  down , proftrate,  before  Paul  and  Silas, 
and  faid,  in  the  utmoft  confternation,  What ' mitjl 
I do  to  be  favedl  While  the  former,  without  any 
fuch  previous  terror,  had  her  heart  gently  opened 
to  attend  unto,  and  receive  the  words  of  eternal 
life,'  which  werefpoken  of  Paul.  And  there  are 
no  doubt,  thoufands  of  refembling  infiances  at 
this  day. 

But  in  general,  it  maybe  obferved,  that  with  re- 
gard to  thofe,  whom  God  intends  for  the  fervice  of 
other  fouls,  he  gives  them  to  feel,  as  they  are  able 
to  bear,  the  uttermofi  of  their  nature’s  death  ; the 
bitternefs  and  defert  of  the  fin  that  dwells  in  the 
heart,  as  well  as  the  wicked  .works  of  their  life, 
before  he  fhews  them  his  falvation;  that  bein'* 
feelingly  acquainted  with  the  evil  nature  of  fmt 
and  the  wretchedncfs  of  an  unregenerate  ftate 
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they  may  be  the  better  capable  of  fympathizing 
with,  and  counfelling  others  in  like  circumftances; 
and  be  quickened  in  their  endeavours  of  faving 
fouls  from  death. 

But  in  all  who  are  begetting  again  to  newnefs 
of  life,  there  is  a deep  confcioufnefs  of  want. 
And  there  never  has  been  an  inftance  of  true 
converfion  among  grown  perfons,  where  die  foul 
did  not  previoufly  feel  its  poverty,  guilt,  or  dan- 
ger, in  a greater  or  Iefs  degree.  Our  Saviour 
heals  none  who  have  not  ^feeling  want,  produc- 
ing earn  eft:  defircs  of  being  healed.  It  is  the 
weary  and  the  heavy  laden,  whom  he  calls  to  come 
to  him,  that  they  may  find  reft  to  their  fouls. 
He  is  the  living  bread,  and  the  water  oj  life,  for 
which,  only  awakened  fouls  hunger  and  thirft, 
and  with  which  alone,  they  can  be  fatisfied. 

Having  mentioned  St.  Aujlin,  with  reference 
to  the  ufual  manner  of  our  Lord's  dealing  with 
foul’s,  intended  for  the  fervice  of  others;  and 
confideriog  the  refcmblance,  which  in  fome 
parts  of  his  experience,  there  is,  with  the  experi- 
ence of  him  before  us,  I perfuade  myfclf  it  will 
not  be  unacceptable  to  fome  readers,  to  fubjoin 
a fhort  account  of  the  travail  of  his  foul,  above 
fourteen  hundred  years  ago,  in  his  own  words. 

“ Thou,  O Lord,  did T turn  me  about  towards 
mvfelf ; and  tookeft  me  from  behind  my  back, 
where  I had  placed  me,  whilft  I had  no  mind  to 
obferve  myfelf,  that  I might  fee  how  deformed  a 
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thing  I was ; covered  over  with  fcabs  and  ulcers: 
and  I beheld,  and  abhorred. — But  I,  then  a 
wretched  young  man,  had  in  the  firfl  dawning 
of  my  youth,  begged  of  thee  chaftity;  and  had 
faid,  Give  me  chaftity,  hut  yet  awhile  do  not  give 
it.  For  I feared  thou  fhouldfl:  hear  me  too  foon, 
and  prefently  heal  me  of  that  difeafe  and  concu- 
pifcence  which  I wifhed,  rather  might  be  fatiat- 
■ed  than  extinguilhed. — But  now  was  the  day 
come,  in  which  I was  laid  naked  to  myfelf, 

and  my  confcience  began  to  reproach  me. 

I was  inwardly  corroded,  and  extremely  con- 
founded.” 

“ — Amidft  this  great  controverfy  within,  which 
I hotly  difputed  with  my  foul,  troubled  as  well  in 
countenance  as  in  mind, — my  eyes,  forehead, 
cheeks,  colour,  the  accent  of  my  voice  more 
fpoke  my  pafiion  than  words  could. — There  was 
a little  garden  belonging  to  my  lodging,  which  I 
had  the  ufe  of.  Thither  this  tumult  in  my  breaft 
carried  me  away,  where  none  might  hinder  the 
hot  contention  which  was  engaged  within  me, 
until  concluded  in  that  iffue,  which  thou  already 
knewefl,  but  not  I.  Only  I was  in  buffering 
[ a death  that  would  beget  life  : well  knowing 
[what  evil  I then  was  ; not  knowing  what  good, 
within  a little  while,  I was  to  be.— I fretted  my 

fpirit,  whilft  all  my  bones  cried  out. From 

whence  fuch  a monfter?  Let  thy  mercy  enlight- 
en me,  and  let  me  enquire,  Whence  fuch  a 
; raonfier  ? and  how  can  this  be?- 
H 2 


Thus 


[ *72  ] 

“ Thus  I was  accufing  myfelf  much  more  he- 
verely  than  formerly,  and  winding  to  and  fro 
in  my  chain  ; a fmali  piece  only  of  which  now 
held  me;  yet  held  me  hill.  And  thou,  O Lord, 
prelTedfi  fore  upon  me  in  mine  inner  parts,  with 
a fevere  mercy,  redoubling  the  lafhe'S  of  fear  and 
fliame. — And  the  point  of  time,  in  which  I was 
to  become  another  man,  as  it  approached  nearer, 
ftruck  me  with  more  horror.  Yet  it  did  not 
make  me  to  recoil,  or  turn  away;  but  only  to 
hand  in  a fufpenfe. 

* “ Such  was  the  conteh  a£led  within  my 
heart- — But  as  foon  as  more  profound  meditation 
had  drawn  out,  from  the  very  bottom  of  this 
fink,  and  laid  on  an  heap,  all  my  mifery  before 
the  view  of  my  foul ; there  arofe  in  me  a migh- 
ty temped,  bringing  with  it  great  (howers  of 
tears. — I,  under  a certain  fig-tree,  threw  dowp 
myfelf,  I know  not  how,  and  gave  liberty  to  my 
tears  ; and  the  rivers  of  my  eves  ran  a-pace.  And 
I faid,  Thou,  Lord,  how  long?  How  long  wilt  thou 
lie  angry,  for  ever  ? Remember  not  my  former  ini- 
quities, Pf.  lxxix.  5.  8.  For  I well  perceived  I was 
hill  polTefled,  and  with-held  by  them,  and  there- 
fore caft  out  fuch  miferable  complaints,  How 
long;?  How  long?  To-morrow,  and  to-morrow  ? 
Why  not  prefently  ? Why  not  this  very  hour,  an 
end  to  my  fltlnnefs.  ' 

-v-  « Thefe  things  I uttered  as  I wept  with 
bitter  contrition  : and  behold,  I heard  a voice  as 
from  a neighbouring  houfe,  as  of  a bov  or  girl, 

in 


[ J73  ] 

in  a finging  note,  faying,  and  often  repeating; 
telle,  lege  ; tolle,  lege  ; take  up  and  read ; take  up 
and  read.  And  prefently  my  countenance.being 
altered,  I began  to  confider,  whether  children 
were  wont  in  any  kind  of  play  to  fing  fuch 
words : nor  could  I call  to  mind  that  I any  where 
heard  the  like.” 

“ Whereupon,  fuppreffing  the  courfe  of  my 
tears,  I rofe  up,  interpreting  it  to  be  a divine  ad- 
monition, that  I fhould  open  the  book,  and  read 
the  place  I fir  ft  light  upon. — So  getting  up  hafti- 
Jy,  I returned  to  the  place  where  I had  been  fit- 
ting before,  for  there  I had  left  St.  Pauf  s epif- 
tles.  I catched  it  up,  opened  it,  read  in  filence 
the  piece  of  the  chapter  on  which  I firft  caft 
mine  eyes ; not  in  rioting  and  drunkennefs  ; not 
in  chambering  and  wantonnefs ; not  in  flrije  and 
envying  : but  put  ye  on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chriji,  and 
make  not  provijion  for  the  JleJh,  to  fulfil  the  lujls 
thereof.  Rom.  xiii.  13.” 

“ I could  read  no  farther,  nor  was  there  need: 
for  at  the  end  of  thofe  lines,  as  it  were  with  a 
new  light  of  confidence  ftreaming  into  my  .foul, 
the  darknefs  of  all  former  doubting  and  hefitancy 
was  difpelled. ” 

* “ O Jefus  Chrift,  my  helper,  and  my  Re- 
deemer ! How  fweet  on  a hidden  became  it  to 
me,  to  fubmit  my  neck  to  thy  eafy  yoke,  and 

my  fhoulders,  unto  thy  light  burden. And 

what  before,  it  was  my  fear  to  lofe,  how  was  it 
now  my  joy  to  difmifs ! For  thou  the  true,  and 
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the  fupreme fweetnefs,  didfl  expel  them  from  me: 
thou  expelled!!  them  and  thvfelf  entered!!  into 
me  inftead  of  them  : more  delicious  than  all  de- 
lights, but  not  to  flefh  and  blood  : more  bright 
and  glorious  than  ali  light,  but  to  the  in  ward  hid- 
den man,  exalted  above  the  heights  of  all  ho- 
nour, but  not  to  thofe  who  exalt  themfelves. — 
And  now  my  infant  tongue  began  to  converfe 
with  thee,  my  ambition,  and  my  riches,  and  my 
falvation,  my  Lord  God  !:> 


CHAP.  VIII. 

Of  his  finding  ref  to  his  foul . 

ALTHOUGH  the  night  had  hitherto  hung 
upon  his  foul,  jet  he  frequently  faw  the 
promife  of  deliverance  at  a didance.  But  now 
the  dayfpring  from  on  high  began  to  dawn 
upon  him.  The  manner  of  which  he  deferibes 
as  follows., 

u Having  given  an  account  of  my  convic- 
tions, I think  it  may  not  be  improper  to  relate 
likewife,  how  the  promife  was  fulfilled  in  me. 
And  this  alfo  is  the  work  of  the  Holy  Gholf, 
convincing  of  righteoufnefs  as  he  doth  of  fin. 

“ id.  He  kindled  in  my  foul  earned  defires 
towards  God.  There  was  a tendernefs  in  my 
heart.  It  began  to  warm  and  diffolve  after  it  was 
broken  by  the  law,  and  fcorched  by  the  wrath 
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of  God ; and  to  be  a.  little  comforted  and  en- 
couraged. 

* 2dly.  Light  began  to  fpring  up  in  my  mind. 
I faw  at  length,  not  my  guilt  only,  but  likewife 
the  all  fufficiency  of  Chrift,  and  his  atonement. 
I was  convinced  that  he  came  to  feek  and  tofave 
loft  finners  : that  he  tajied  death  for  every  man ; 
that  he  willeth  all  men  to  be  faved,  and  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth,  in  order  thereto.  O what 
a glorious  view  had  I of  the  mercy  of  God  in 
giving  his  Son,  and  of  the  unfpeakable  love  and 
pity  of  Chrift  in  dying  for  finners.  I was  con- 
- ftrained  to  cry  out,  Lord,  what  manner  of  love  is 
this,  wherewith  thou  has  loved  us ! What  is 
man  that  thou  fhouldeft  be  fo  mindful  of  him  1 
But  I could  not  yet  fay  that  / had  redemption  in  the 
blood  oj "Chrift,  the for givenefs  of my  Jins.  I did 
not  experience  the  merit  of  his  death  applied  to 
my  foul. 

“ gdly.  But  I had  ftrong  hope  that  God 
would  be  merciful  to  my  unrighteoufnefs,  and 
blot  out  my  fins  for  his  name  fake.  I could  fee 
the  promife  and  pardon  held  forth  to  me,  though 
as  yet  I was  not  able  to  lay  hold  of  them.  At 
certain  feafons  indeed  I could  be  almoft  confi- 
dent that  there  was  no  condemnation  to  me  ; and 
could  venture  my  foul  upon  Chrift,  for  life  and 
falvation.  But  this  foon  vanifhed  awav,  which 
convinced  me  it  was  not  juflifying  faith,  elfe  the 
witnefs  would  be  in  my  heart  ; for  he  that  be- 
IMveih  on  the  Son  of  God  hath  the  witnefs  in  hun- 
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fef*  And  becauft  ye  are  Jons,  God  hath  fent 
forth  the  [pint  of  his  Son  into  your  heart  crying, 
Abba,-  Father.  + 

“ 4thfy.  There  was  kindled  in  my  foul  a ftill 
more  vehement  thirft  after  Chrift.  Nothing 
could  now  fatisfy  me  fhort  of  the  affured  know- 
ledge, that  I had  an  intereft  in  his  blood.  My 
foul  was  Tick  with  fervent  longings.  I efteemed 
all  things  but  dung  and  c'rofs  for  the  excellency 
of  the  knowledge  of  Chriftjefus.  He  appeared 
altogether  lovely  to  me.  I beheld  all  glory,  all 
happinefs,  all  riches,  and  honour  in  the  Sa- 
viour. I had  no  defire  after  other  things  : all 
relifh  for  them  was  gone,  t;  Give  me  Chrift, 
or  elfe  I die  !”  Sin  loll  its  power,  fo  that  no  fin 
had  dominion  over  me.  I was  fo  taken  up  in 
beholding  the  Lord  Jefus,  in  reading  and  in 
prayer,  that  I had  no  defire  of  any  thing  elfe. 
Neither  the  lujl  of  the  fefh,  the  lujl  of  the  eye , 
nor  the.  pride  of  life,  had  any  power  over  me. 
But  yet  I could  not  fay,  I was  then  a believer. 
I had  indeed  an  utter  hatred  to  all  fin,  and  pow- 
er to  forfake  every  thing  that  I believed  to  be 
offenfive  to  God,  and  contrary  to  the  holy  will 
of  my  Lord  Jetus,  whom  I fought  and  defired 
above  all  things  vifible  or  invifible.” 

“ 5thly,  And  now,  about,  four  months  after 
my  molt  deep  awakenings,  and  joining  the 
Methodifl  fociety,  the  clear  day  began  to  fhine 
and  the  Lord,  who  is  rich  in  mercy  vifited  me 

with 
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with  his  falvation.  He  brought  me  out  of 
the  horrible  pit,  and  miry  clay,  and  fet  my  feet 
upon  the  rock  Chrift  Jefus.  The  particular 
manner  of  which  was  as  follows, 

“ Coming  into  the  room  where  we  were  accuf- 
tomed  to  meet  together,  to  hear  the  word  of  ex- 
hortation ; before  preaching  began,  I fat  mufing. 
My  foul  was  looking  out  and  longing  for  Chrift, 
as  the  watchman  for  the  morning.  The  congre- 
gation being  affembled,  the  fervant  of  God 
-{Mr.  W.  T.)  poured  out  his  foul  in  prayer. 
And  as  he  prayed,  the  power  of  the  Lord  came 
down  in  the  midft  of  us.  The  windows  of  heaven 
were  opened,  and  the  Jkies  poured  down  nghte- 
oufnefs.  My  heart  melted  like  wax  before  the 
fire  ; efpecially  at  the  mention  of  thofe  words, 
Who  is  this  that  cometh  from  Edom,  with  dyed 
garments  fromBozrali  ? This  that  is  glorious  in  his 
apparel  travelling  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  fren^th  ? 
And  again,  at  the  Zinging  thofe  words  in  the- 
hymn. 

Behold  the  Saviour  of  mankind, 

Nail’d  to  the'fhameful  tree! 

How  vaft  the  love  that  him  inclin’d 
To  bleed,  and  die  for  thee  ! 

JTis  done!  the  precious  ranfom’s  paid  ; 

Receive  my  foul  he  cries-; 

See,  where  he  bows  his  facred  head  ! 

Ha  bows  his  head  and  dies.” 
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“ The  former  words  in  the  prayer,  and  thefe 
in  the  hymn,  came  with  fuch  power  to  my  heart 
that  I was  conftrained  to  cry  out,  Blefs  the  Lord, 
0 my '.foul,  and  all  that  is  within  me,  blefs  his  holy 
name-,  j or  he.  hath  for  given  all  mine  iniquity , and 
healed  my  difeafes. 

“ And  now  I was  divinely  aiTured  that  God, 
for  Chrift’s  fake,  had  forgiven  me  all  my  fins. 
'The  Spirit  of  God  bore  witnefs  with  my  fpirit 
that  I was  a chiid  of  God.  Mercy  and  truth  met 
together  in  my  heart ; righteoufiefs  and  peace  kif 
fed  each  other . Yea,  fo  great  was  the  deliverance, 
and  fo  flrong  the  confolation,  that  I could  not 
contain  myfelf.  I broke  out  into  tears  of  joy  and 
love,  having  obtained  fuch  mercy  I could  not 
but  join  with  the  angels  to  fmg  praifes  to  him  that 
fitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb,  who  fo 
loved  me,  and  walked  me  from  my  fins,  in  his 
own  blood-  A new  fong  was  indeed  put  into 
my  mouth,  even  of  thankfgiving  unto  my  God. 

* I had  often  in  private  cried  aloud  to  God, 
vet  it  was  not  till  now,  that  I did  fo  in  the  con- 
gregation. But  my  wound  being  healed,  aneceflity 
was  Lid  upon  me  to  declare  what  the  Lord  had 
done  for  my  foul.  In  the  fame  hour  another 
who  fat  next  to  me  was  filled  with  joy  and  peace- 
in  believing.  "We  both  withdrew  to  another 
room,  and  gave  thanks  and  praife  to  God  to- 
gether. 

And  now  I felt  of  a truth  that  faith  in  Chrifly 
is  the  fubfance  or  fubfifiance  of  things  hoped  for r 
and  an  evidence  of  things  not feeiu'  God,  and  the 
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tilings  of  the  invifible  world,  of  which  I had 
only  heard  before  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear , ap- 
peared now  in  their  true  light,  as  fubflanlial 
realities,  and  for  him. 

* “ I could  now  lay  hold  on  Chrifl,  and  the 
promifes  of  God  through  him.  Faith  in  his 
blood  brought  heaven  into  my  breaft,  and  filled 
me  with  righteoufnefs,  and  peace  and  joy  in  the 
Holy  Ghoft.  It  gave  me  to  fee  a reconciled  God, 
and  an  all  fufficient  Saviour.  And  thus  was  it  an 
evidence  to  me.  Through  this  faith  I could  fay, 
Chrift  loved  me,  and  gave  himfelf  for  me.  O 
this  is  the  gift  of  God  ! Faith  of  the  operation  of 
the  Holy  GhofF 


CHAP.  IX. 

Of  the  co?i  "rmation  of  his  foul  in  the  grace  of 
God,  and  the  happy  effetls  which  it  produced  - 
in  him 

T T R lived  now  as- in  another  world.  Behold 
God ismyfalvation,  went  through  the  whole 
of  his  heart  and  conduft.  His  foul  was  delighted 
with  thofe  good  things  referved  for,  and  enjoyed 
only  by  fuch  as  love  God.  He  fo  tafed  that  the 
Lord  is  gracious,  as  left  no  room,  at  prefent,  for 
evil  reafonings,  and  engrolfed  his  whole  body 
and  foul  for  God.  The  overflowings  of  his-  joy 
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<!orrefponding  with  his  former  forrow,  rendered 
him  happy  beyond  all  defcription. 

And  this,  as  may  be  obferved  in  the  experi- 
ence of  the  faithful,  is  commonly  the  cafe ; the 
peace  and  joy  of  juflified  fouls,  being  ufually 
proportionate  to  their  previous  diflrefs ; God  in 
this  refpeft  likewife,  comforting  them  according 
to  the  time  wherein  he  had  fhewed  them  trouble. 
The  grand  enquiry  is  “ Am  I really  converted  ? 
Am  1 now  at  peace,  and  in  felJowfhip  with  God 
my  Saviour?”  If fo,  is  not  the  precife  how  im- 
material ? Such  perfons  then  as  have  been  led 
by  flow,  and  gradual  heps ; w’ho  have  by  a com- 
paratively eafy  tranfition  paffed  from  darknfs  to 
light . Let  them  give  glory  to  their  deliverer, 
and  not,  on  this  account,  perplex  ihemfelves 
with  fcruples  for  having  been  fo  gently  dealt  with. 
Let  them  live  only  for  Him,  and  they  fhalh 
be  finally  approved,  in  the  prefence  of  God  and 
of  his  holy  angels. 

His  happinefs  now  received  daily  increafe 
from  the- undoubted  affurances  which  he  received 
of  the  genuine  change. 

He  obferves,  ‘ the  more  I compare  my  experi- 
ence with  the  word  of  God,  and  with  the  expe- 
rience of  his' children,  I am  the  more  confirmed 
that  it  is  no  delufion,  no  fancy  ; but  a real  work 
of  God,  a faving  change  wrought  in  my 
foul  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  through  faith  in  the- 
Lord  Jefus  Chriff.  I am  perfuaded  however  that- 
dm  natural  man,  (i  Cor.  ii.  14. j cannot  receive’ 
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the  tilings  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  He  has  neither 
eyes  to  fee,  nor  a heart  to  underhand  them.  A 
fl  ranger  doth  not  intermeddle  with  this  joy.  It 
is  the  hidden  manna,  and  the  white Jlone,  and  the 
new  name  (of  adoption)  written  thereon,  [Rev. 
ii.  17.)  which  mo  man  knoweth  fave  he  that  re- 
ceived! it.  Glory,  glory  be  to  God  on  high  ! 

“ Now  did  I find  the  yoke  of  Chrift  to  be 
eafy  indeed,  and  his  burden  light.  His  thoughts 
and  commandments  were  fweet  to  my  foul, 
Tweeter  than  honey  to  my  tongue.  It  was  my 
comfort  all  the  day  long  to  praife  my  Lord,  and 
to  walk  in  the  ways  which  he  fet  before  me. 
He  created  me  unto  good  works,  and  I chear- 
faJIy  walked  in  them.’-’ 

. The  Love  of  God  being  thus  fired  abroad  in 
his  heart  enabled  him  rightly  to  love  his  brother 
alfo.  His  foul  was  drawn  out  in  sood  will  and 
tender  affe&ion  to  every  creature.:  neighbours 
and  flrangers,  friends  and  enemies.  “ I could 
(fays  he)  unfeignedly  love  them  that  hated  me, 
and  pray  for  them  that  defpitefully  ufed  and  per- 
fecutedmel’  Thus  truly  evidencing  himfelf,  to 
be  a.  child- of  his  Father  in  heaven. 

* But  hedidnotflophere.  H is  foul  thirfled  more 
and  more  for  .all  the  ?nind  that  was.in  Chriji  JeJiis. 
He  followed  after,  and  longed  for,  an  entire  re- 
novation ; for  nearer  and  flronger  union  and 
communion  with  the  Lord  Jefus  : nor  could  he 
he  at  all  eafy,  otherwife  than  in  a free  and  near 
accefs  to  him,  and  3 fweet  enjoyment  of  his  gra- . 
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cions  preience.  His  conftant  cry  was,  “ Make 
me  holy.  Fulfil  in  me  all  the  good  pleafure  of 
thy  goodnefs,  and  the  work  of  faith  with  power.'-’ 
For  this  he  flruggled,  and  pleaded  much  with 
God. 

This  was  early  his  mark,  and  the  glorious 
prize  at  which  he  aimed  throughout  the  refidue 
of  his  chriftian  race. 

His  enjoyments  were  hitherto,  with  fcarce 
the  fmaHefi:  alloy,  having  had,  not  fo  much  as  a 
doubt  concerning  the  reality  of  what  had  palfed 
in  his  foul.  The  fury  of  the  opprelfor  was  fo  re- 
ftrained,  and  the  light  of  divine  truth  fo  abode 
with  him,  that  he  continually  fet  to  his  feal  that 
God  is  love,  and  taketh  pleafure  in  the  profperi- 
ty  of  his  children.  All  fear  of  death  and  hell  was 
removed  from  him  ; neither  had  fin  any  domini- 
on over  him.  “ God  (fays  he)  gave  me  the  vic- 
tory thro’  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl,  whofe  righ- 
teoufnefs  was  imputed  to  me  for  the  remiffion  of 
my  fi  ns  1” 

“ Therefore  did  I know  that  I was  a child  of 
God,  under  grace , becaufe  fin  did  not  reign  in 
my  mortal  body,  that  I fhould  obey  it  in  the  de- 
iires  thereof.  If  fo  much  as  an  evil  thought  was 
at  any  time  inje£led,  or  the  remains  of  the  old 
man  began  to  ftir  in  me,  I had  immediate  power 
to  refill  and  overcome  them  ! 

“ Tempted  indeed  I was  ; but  in  every  temp- 
tation there  was  a way  made  for  my  efcape. 
Whenever  the  enemy  came  in  upon  .me  as  a 
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flood,  Jefus  appointed falvation for  walls  and buH 
works  around  me.  He  lifted  up  a flandard  againfi: 
him,  and  fruftrated  all  his  counfels  : lor  greater  is 
he  that  was  in  me,  than  he  that  is  in  the  world. 

* “ I may  fay  in  few  words,  that  the  kingdom 
of  God  was  within  me.  I fed  upon  marrow  and 
fatnefs,  and  with  comfort  drew  water  out  of  the 
wells  of  falvation.  Sin,  and  temptation,  and. 
pain  fled  before  the  Lord  Jefus,  who  dwelt  in  my 
heart  by  faith.  I walked  and  talked  with  God  all 
the  day  long.  What  foe  ver  I believed  to  be  his 
will,  I did  to  the  uttermofl  of  my  power,  with  my 
whole  heart.  Prayer,  reading,  falling,  watch- 
ing, communicating,  and  Chriftian  feilowlhip,. 
were  the  joy  of  my  foul.  The  commandments  of 
God,  and  his  holy  laws,  were  my  delight.  I not 
only  rejoiced  ever  more,  but  prayed  without 
eeafing,  and  in  every  thing  gave  thanks,  whether 
I eat  or  drank,  or  whatever  I did,  it  was  indeed 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  to  the  glory  of 
God!” 


CHAP.  X. 

His  employment  among  his  Chriflian  brethren , and 
the  treatment  he  met  with  from  the  world* 

#THE  treafure  of  light  and  love,  which 
**■  God  had  put  into  the  foul  of  his  fervant, 
began  now,  to  fhine  clearly  to  others.  They 

could 
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could  eafily  difcern  an  amazing  change  in  his 
very  afpeft,  as  well  as  tempers,  and  conduct  in 
general.  The  calm,  and  at  the  fame  time,  di- 
vine chearfulnefs  and  ferenity  of  his  foul,  render- 
ed him  a defirable,  as  well  as  ufeful  member  of 
their  religious  meetings.  And  the  loving  zeal 
which  he  felt  for  promoting  the  glory  of  his  dy- 
ing God,  prompted  him  to  exert  himfelf  with 
much  fervour  in  the  fervice  of  his  neighbour. 

Thus  with  aheartfet  on  fire,  to  pay,  at  leaft 
fome  finall  returns,  for  all  that  ocean  of  mercv, 
and  love  which  he  had  experienced  in  himfelf, 
he  fought  opportunities,  and  embraced  every  cc- 
cafion  of  imparting  all  the  good  which  he  pof- 
fibly  could  to  others  ; till  it  leemed  good  to  thofs 
who  direfited  their  religious  exercifes  to  appoint 
him  leader  of  a clafs,  (fo  called)  that  is,  a little 
company  of  Chriflian  friends,  mutually  agreed 
to  meet  together  weekly,  in  order  to  their  fur- 
therance in  the  way  of  godlinefs : one  perfon  of 
which  was  fliled  leader. 

This  was  the  little  office  affigned  him  at  pre- 
fent,  in  which  “ My  bufinefir(fays  he)  was,  ill.' 
To  fee  each  perfon  in  my  clafs  once  a week,  and 
if  any  were  abfent,  to  enquire  into  the  caufe.  2. 
Whenever  we  met  together,  to  fmg  pfalms  or 
hymns,  and  to  pray  with  them.  3.  To  examine 
how  their  fouls  prorpered,  and  what  progrefs 
they  had  made  the  preceeding  week  in  the  wav' 
of  the  Lord  ?”  Whether  they  were  unanimoufh’ 
determined  to  ferve  God  with  their  whole  heart  7 
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If  any  had  fallen  into  fin,  they  were  reproved'; 
if  tempted,  they  were  comforted  and  encourag- 
ed ; and  thofe  who  ran  well,  adorning  their  pro- 
feiTion  in  all  things,  were  exhorted  {till  to  prefs 
forward,  and  give  glory  to  God. 

After  a faithful,  and  friendly  examination  of 
each  other  (between  which  and  the  Popifh  Au- 
ricular Confeffort,  with  which  fome  have  errone- 
oufly  or  unkindly  parrallefd  it,  there  is  fcarce 
the-  lioft  diftant  refemblance)  they  concluded 
with  praifing  God  and  prayers  fuited  to  their  fe- 
veral  conditions. 

But  befides  this,  he  met  with  the  whole  foci- 
ety  two  or  three  times  a week,  when  with  praifes 
and  prayers,  there  was  always  a word  of  exhor- 
tation preached  or  read.  And  it  pleafed  God, 
to  teftify  his  approbation  thereof,  by  the  fingul'ar 
difplay  of  his  prefence  amongft  them  ; by  reple- 
nifhing  their  fouls  with  abundance  of  his  grace 
and  heavenly  benediftion. 

* Andf  ‘ O (adds  he)  how  wonderfully  did  we 
experience  the  power,  and  love  of  God,  when- 
ever we  made  prayer  and  fupplication  to  him! 
We  had  a heaven  among  us;  a paradife  within 
us!  The  Lord  poured  fuch  peace  and  joy  into 
our  hearts,  and  we  were  often  fo  happy  that  we 
did  not  know  how  to  part.  We  lived  as  breth- 
ren, and  {trove  together  for  the  hope  of  the  gofpel. 
We  were  of  one  heart,  and  of  one  mind,  in  the 
prefence  of  God.  And  is  not  this  the  commu- 
nion of  Saints  ? 

So* 
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So  dear  the  tye,  where  fouls  agree 
In  Jefu’s  dying  love; 

Then  only  can  it  clofer  be, 

When  all  are  join’d  above! 

fvlean  time,  his  hitherto  undiflurbed  repofe, 
began  to  be  forely  affaulted.  His  relations  now 
took  a fecond  alarm.  “ They  thought  (favs  he) 
That  I was  turned  heretic  altogether.”  To  for- 
fake  the  church  of  Rome,  and  declare  himfelf  a 
member  of  the  church  of  England,  was  bad 
enough,  and  with  them  matter  of  much  difplea- 
Jure  ; but  to  become  a Metkodiji  befide!*  This 
they  judged  the  very  confummation  of  apoftacy, 
and  gave  him  up  as  undone  for  ever.  And  it 
was  not  only  his  kindred,  who  fo  judged  of  him, 
“ But  (adds  he)  my  neighbours  in  general  were 
like-minded  with  my  relations,  and  not  only 
thofe  of  the  church  of  Rome;  but  feveral  likewife 
who  called  themfelves.  Protedants.  They  were 
extremely  angry  that  I fhould,  as  they  called  it, 
41  change  my  religion.” 

“ And 


* In  reality  this  is  no  alteration  of  the  cafe  ; it  is  in  this  refpect 
no  more  than  a name : a true  Mtihod’Ji  (fortiey  are  not  all  If  rad 
who  are  called  Ifrae I)  being  no  other  than  a true  Churchman, 
They  make  not  fo  much  as  a pretence  to  be  a dtftinft,  indepen- 
dent body  of  people.  They  are  properly  a religious  fociety,  (not 
a new  thing  in  England)  conftfting,  for  the  moft  part  of  profef- 
fed  members  of  the  church  of  England  ; whofe  only  defign  is  to 
promote  among  each  other,  and  mankind  in  general,  the  genu- 
ine religion  of  Jefus  Chrift. 
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“ And  now  did  I fee  plainly,  that  perfons  of 
every  denomination,  who  are  yet  in  their  fins, 
under  the  guilt  and  power  of  them,  are  at  enmi- 
ty again  ft  Chrift.  And  that  Proteflarits,  as  well 
as  Papifts,  have  naturally  a fpirit  of  calumny  and 
perfecution.”  Alas,  names  and  opinions,  what 
are  they  ? They  do  not,  cannot  alter  the  nature 
of  men  or  things ; and  experience  abundantly 
fhews,  how  little  influence  they  have  over  the 
the  tempers  and  life  of  the  generality  of  man- 
kind. “ Reformed  and  unreformcd  (adds  he)  I 
found  it  to  be  juil  alike  ; and  that  many  who 
fpoke  againft  the  Pope  and  Inquifition  were  them- 
felves  in  reality  of  the  fame  fpirit.” 

“ When  I was  firfl  converted,  I had  no  notion 
that  people  could  hate,  and  fpeak  evil  of  me,  for 
fearing  God,  and  working  righteoufnefs.t  But 
experience  has  taught  me  otherwife,  I foon  found 
the  truth  of  the  apoftle’s  words,  That  all  who 
will  live  godly  in  Chrijl  Jefus,  Jhall  fujfer  perfe- 
ction, (2  Tun.  iii.  12.)  relations,  acquaintance, 
and  neighbours,  rich  and  poor,  old  and  young, 
clergy  and  laity,  were  all  againft  me.  Some  faid 
I was  an  hypocrite;  others  that  I was  mad  ; others, 
judging  more  favourably,  that  I was  deceived. 
Many  that  before  thought  well  ; yea,  highly  of 
me,  knew  not  how  to  harbour  a good  thought  of 
me.” 

But 

+ This  is  not  indeed  the  avowed  reiton  of  the  oppofition  which 
the  world  has  in  all  ages  made  to  the  fervants  of  Chrift,  But. 
that  it  is  the  true  one  the  feriptures  abundantly  teftify.. 
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But  when  God  fpeaks  powerfully  to  the  heart, 
the  fentiments  and  words  of  men,  be  they  flat- 
tering or  threatning,  make  but  little  impreffion. 
He  was  therefore  fo  far  from  being  moved  by 
this  treatment,  that  it  became  to  him,  rather  a 
confhmation  of  the  dofirine  of  the  Son  of  God, 
who  fays,  exprefsly,  JVo  unto  you , whin  all  men 
Jhall  fpeak  well  of  you-,  and  bltffed  art  ye  when 
menjhall  revile  you,  and  per fecute  you,  and  Jhall 
Jay  all  manner  cj  evil  oj you Jalfely  for  my  name- 
fake. 

“ Of  a truth  the  world  lieth  in  the  wicked  one. 
And  they  who  are  after  the  fleih,  will  hate  and 
perfecute  them  that  are  after  the  Spirit.  The  de- 
vil hates  Chrift  and  his  children.  It  is  the  Spi- 
rit of  Chrift  in  his  children,  which  that  evil  fpi- 
rit  in  the  children  of  difobedience  fo  violently 
oppofes.  The  fpirit  of  the  world  lujleth  to  envy. 
The  devil  envied  Adam-,  fo  did  Cain  his  brother 
Abel : and  as  it  has  been  of  old  time,  fo  it  is  at 
this  day.  Light  can  have  no  communion  with  dark- 
nefs,  neither  Chrifl  with  Belial.  In  this  refpeft, 
there  is  nothing  new  under  the  fun;  but  that  which 
hath  been,  is  the  thing  that  is.  The  true  wor- 
Ihippers  of  God,  under  the  old  Teftament, 
and  the  fincere  difciples  of  Chrift,  under  the 
new',  have  been  evil  treated  by  thofe  among 
whom  they  lived.  They  hated  them,  becaufe 
their  w'orks  were  righteous.  And  fo  it  is  even 
now.” 


CHAP. 
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C H A P.  XI. 

His  providential  appointment  to  labour  for  the  good 
of  his  neighbour,  by  preaching  the  go Jp el. 

HE  had  from  his  fir  ft  thorough  awakening, 
a love  to,  and  concern  for  the  fouls  of 
others.  The  fame  caufe  which  made  him  fo  fo- 
licitous  for  his  own  falvation,  produced  in  him 
a tender  fympathy  for  the  fouls  of  his  neigh- 
bours, and  the  apprehenfions  he  had  of  his  own 
danger,  impelled  him  to  warn  others  alfo.  The 
hand  of  God  was,  no  doubt,  in  this,  as  well 
as  in  the  whole  feries  of  his  proceeding  conver- 
fion.  His  adorable  wifdom,  had  appointed  him 
an  inftrument  of  having  fouls  from  endlefs  mife* 
rV  ; having  firft  prepared  him  for  it  (without  his 
knowledge  of  any  fitch  defignj  by  the  hell,  and 
heaven,  fo  to  fpeak,  of  his  own  experience. 

Even  before  he  had  obtained  mercy,  he  began 
to  warn  others,  exhorting  ail,  with  whom  he  had 
any  fort  of  intercourfe,  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to 
come.  Thus  (as  he  obferves)  “ while  I was  in 
unbelief  my'felf,  I fomeumes  forgot  my  own 
condition  through  eager nefs  of  defire  For  the  fal- 
vation of  other  fouls.” 

Mean  time  it  was  frequently  imprefied  upon 
his  mind,  “ You  muft  preach  the  gofpel.  Thou 

(halt 
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fhalt  bear  public  teftimony  to  the  truth  of  God," 
by  openly  declaring  his  loving  kindnefs,  in  the 
redemption  of  the  world.  But  he  often  refifled 
the  thought,  urging  the  impofTibil ity  thereof, 
from  a variety  of  confiderations,  and  faying  in 
effefl,  Send  by  whom  thou  wilt  fend ; but  Jend  not 
me. 

Indeed,  though  he  might  have  never  fo  much 
deftred  it,  in  fubmiflion  to  the  will  of  God;  ne- 
yerthelefs,  when  the  thought  firA  prefented  itfelf 
to  him,  being  a confcious  unbeliever,  he  might 
have  juflly  fand,  and  it  was  the  language  of  his 
heart, 

“ How  {hall  I teach  the  world  to  praife  P 
Unchang'd  my  heart,  unloos’d  my  tongue? 
Give  me  the  power  of  faith  to  prove. 

And  Jefus  (hall  be  all  my  long." 

Influenced  by  thefe  kinds  of  confiderations, 
he  could  not,  while  he  remained  lumfelf  under 
the  bondage,  think  of  publilhing  peace  and  li- 
berty to  others.  But  the  cafe  was,  in  fome  de- 
gree altered,  after  he  had  tailed  that  the  Lord  is 
gracious.  He  was  then  drawn  out  more  abun- 
dantly with  love  to  fouls,  and  his  convi£lion  be- 
came ftill  flronger,  that  he  mull  preach  Chrifl: 
Jefus  to  the  people. 

This  put  him  upon  earned  praver,  and  frequent 
fallings,  to  know,  afluredlv,  the  will  of  God, 
in  a matter,  which  he  rightly  judged  of  fo  great 

moment. 
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moment.  “ I prod  rated  my  fell  before  the  Lord 
(fays  hej  and  intreated  him,  to  {hew  me  his 
pleafure  herein;  to  convince  me  by  his  holy 
fpirit,  whether  the  thoughts  of  my  heart  were  ac- 
cording to  his  holy  will,  and,  whether  I ought 
to  fpeak  in  his  name  ; or  if  I was  under  a delu- 
fion,  to  (hew  me  this  alfo,  and  deliver  me  from 
it.  I could  appeal  to  the  fearcher  of  heaits, 
that  I defired  only  to  glorify  him  and  do  his  will 
in  all  things.”  He  condufled  himfelf  in  it  with 
all  poffible  fecrefy  ; being  even  then  perfuaded, 
that  the  affairs  of  God  are  to  be  carried  on  with- 
out noife  ; and  that  no  odentation  fhould  be 
ufed  even  in  forfakin?  all  to  ferve  Chrifl,  in 
this  or  any  other  way.  And  yet  to  fee  him  em- 
ployed always  for  God,  fpending  his  time  only 
in  reading,  writing,  exhorting  others,  and  in 
profound  meditation,  it  was  eafy  to  imagine 
that  he  either  projeffed'  fomething  for  God’s 
glory,  more  than  could  be  executed  by  him  in 
private  ; or,  at  lead,  that  whether  he  had  any 
fuch  defign,  or  not,  God  meant  it  concerning 
him. 

' He  dill  kept  the  affair  within  his  own  bread 
having  mentioned  it  to  no  one  perfon  whatfo- 
ever;  till  from  fome  words  he  occafionally  drop- 
ped, one  day  among  his  brethren,  one  of  them 
gathered,  that  he  had  fome  thoughts  of  that 
kind.  At  length  it  became  matter  of  much  and 
earned  prayer,  among  the  mod  fenous  ol  his 
Chridian  acquaintance,  with  whom,  afterwards,  he 

held 
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■'held  frequent  converfadons  on  the  head  ; being 
fearful  of  taking  one  hep  in  a matter-  of  fo  great 
importance,  without  the  cleared  intimations  of 
the  divine  good-pleafure. 

He  well  knew  that  to  engage  in  the  endeavour 
of  faying  fouls  from  death,  was  to  commence  war 
with  Satan , and  all  the  fons  of  difobedience  ; 
neverthelefs,  being  at  length  perfuaded  of  the 
will  of  God,  and  not  knowing  how  foon  he 
might  be  in  another  world,  the  great  concern- 
ment of  miferable  fouls,  prevailed  with  him  to 
engage  in  it;  concluding  that  if  but  one  or  turn 
perfons,  might  by  his  means  be  won  to  God,  it 
would  recompenfe  any  treatment  he  might  meet 
with  in  the  world.  He  was  fully  difpofed  to  fa- 
crifice  his  reputation,  as  well  as  life,  to  advance 
the  kingdom  of  the  Son  of  God. 

He  judged  that  the  knouiedge  of  languages., 
and  other  branchesof  human  literature,  are  highly 
expedient,  and  in  fome  cafes  neceffary;  but  that 
however,  they  are  not  abfolutely  fo,  in  order  to 
qualify  a man  for  preaching  the  gofpel  with  fuc- 
cefs.  He  knew  that  he  might  underhand  found 
doRrine,  and  hold  fajl  a form  of  found  fetch, 
without  the  knowledge  of  either  Latin,  Greek,  or 
Hebrew.  He  neverthelefs,  at  no  thne  fpoke  difre- 
fpedtfullvof  learning:  quitethecontrary  ; but  vet 
perceived  with  adoration  the  truth  of  St.  Paul's 
words,  with  reference  to  the  divine  ceconomy, 
iu  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  his  kingdom  : 

After 
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After  that  in  the  wifdom  of  God  ; according  to 
his  wife  difpofals,  leaving  them  to  make  the 
trial,  the  world , whether  Jewijh  or  Gentile , by 
all  their  bo  a (led  Wifdom  knew  not  God,  it pleafed 
God  by  the  foolijhnejs  of  preaching  to  five  them 
that  believe.  (1  Cor.  1.  21.) 

He  well  knew  by  this  time,  that  it  is  the  infpi- 
ration  of  the  Almighty , giving  heavenly  under- 
fianding,  which  only,  avails  here;  that  the 
•molt  Ihining  abilities,  natural  or  acquired,  with- 
out the  wifdom  that  is  from  above,  and  the  anoint- 
ing of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  are,  in  the  account  of 
God,  in  refpeff  of  bringing fons  to  glory,  lighter 
than  vanity  ; nor  better  than  founding  bra/s,  or  a 
tinkling  cymbal.  In  faff,  that  the  learning  of  the 
world,  ufed  otherwife,  than  in  fubfervience  to 
the  true  interefis  of  Jefus  Chriff,  in  teaching, 
and  vindicating  fimplicity,  and  purity  ol  heart, 
and  fubjeffion  in  life  to  him,  rather  feeds  the 
pride  of  human  underflanding,  and  makes  a per- 
fon  more  like  Satan  than  he  would  be  without 
it ; but  that  rightly  ufed,  it  is  a good  gift  of  God, 
and  greatly  conducive  to  his  glory. 

Indeed  from  his  eailiefl  days,  he  did  not  neg- 
leff  any  means  which  was  in  his -power,  for  the 
cultivating  his  underftanding.  But  he  now  ft 
himfelf  to  this  point ; impelled  as  it  were  thereto 
from  his  being  more  abundantly  preffed  in  fpirir, 
concerning  the  matter  which  he  had  fo  long  in 
debate  with  himfelf ; which  was  now,  every  day, 
more  plain  to  him.  He  therefore  applied  with 
Vol.  XI.  I all 
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.all  diligence  to  what  he  judged  the  molt  fuitable 
ftudies  ; in  which  he  fpent  the  greatefl  part  of 
his  waking  hours.  The  word  of  hfe  had  how- 
ever, the  chief  fhare  of  his  attention.  He 
made  this  his  one,  favourite  ftudy  and  delight, 
from  this  time  efpeciallv,  till  he  could  work  no 
longer. 

He  read  it  much  upon  his  knees,  in  the  fpi- 
rit  of  prayer.  The  following  is  a fpecimen  only, 
of  his  continued  praflice,  “ Lord  Jefus,  I lay  my 
foul  at  thy  feet  to  be  taught  and  governed  by  thee. 
Take  the  veil  from  the  myflery,  and  {hew  me 
the  truth  as  it  is  in  thvfclf.  Be  thou  my  fun  and 
{far,  by  day  and  by  night !”  This  was  the  way 
in  which  he  fought  forwifdom  to  win  fouls,  and 
by  which  his  profiting  fo  vifibly  appeared  to  all 
men. 

His  increafing  knowledge  in  the  things  of  God, 
was  an  additional  confirmation  'to  him,  of  the 
divine  appointment  concerning  him.  The  hid- 
den treafures,  and  depth  o:  truth  in  God's  word; 
his  myfterious  wifdom  in  the  methods  of  fal- 
vation,  were  eveiy  dav,  more  and  more  clearly 
revealed  to  him  The  fealed  book  was  now 
opened,  and  thereby,  through  the  afliflance  of 
th?  Spirit  of  truth,  his  judgment  grew  clearer,  and 
{Longer,  in  he  fundamental  doftrines  of  repent- 
ance, juflificauon  and  holinefs.  He  profefTes 
that,  if  at  any  time  he  was  in  doubt  concerning 
anv  point  of  do&rine,  or  the  fe.nfe  of  any  paf- 
f?ge  of  fcripture,  his  divine  inftru&or  convinced 

him, 
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him,  that  either  it  was  not  needful  for  him  to 
know  it  then  ; or  if  it  was,  dire&ed  him,  either 
immediately  by  himfelf,  through  fome  divine  im- 
prefiion,  or  the  providential  provifion  of  fome 
perfon  or  book,  whereby  his  doubts  were  always 
folved. 

The  concern  which  he  felt  for  the  falvation 
of  his  neighbour  {till  increafed  upon  him,  and  a 
burning  defire  that  everybody  might  be  as  happy 
in  the  Lord  Jefus,  as  he  felt  himfelf,  engrolTed 
all  his  thoughts.  “The  Spirit  of  God  (fays  he) 
now  convinced  me  clearly,  not  only  of  fin  and 
of  righteoufnefs  in  my  own  foul,  but  likewife, 
how  the  work  of  converfion  is  to  be  carried  on 
in  the  fouls  of  others.  I was  athirft  for  divine 
knowledge.  I defired  to  be  ever  in  the  fchool 
of  Chrift,  learning  the  leffons  of  his  grace.  The 
glory  of  the  Lord  often  pafifed  before  me  in  pray- 
er, and  the  light  of  eternity  {hone  upon  my 
foul,  while  my  Lord  fed  me  as  with  marrow  and 
fatnefs !” 


CHAP.  XII. 

He  begins  to  preach. 

WHAT  he  had  done  hitherto,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  converfion  of  fouls,  was 
only  as  neceflity  obliged  him.  The  peace,  and 

I 2 perfeftion 
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perfection  of  his  own  foul,  being  his  main  oh- 
je£t  of  concern,  till  providence,  having  defign-' 
ed  him  for  the  mini  (try  of  the  gofpel,  put  him 
upon  more  extenfive  meafures  for  promoting  the 
kin  gdom  of  Chrift. 

He  began  to  confider  more  nearly,  that  fouls 
having  colt  our  Saviour  fo  dear,  nothing  could 
be  done  more  acceptable  to  him  than  to  prevent 
their  lofs  ; and  that  the  glory  of  God’s  majefiy, 
did  molt  thine  in  the  falvation  of  tinners  pur- 
chafed  with  the  blood  of  his  Son.  Thefe  confi- 
derations  kindled  in  him  fuch  love  to  mankind, 
that  he  could  no  longer  refrain  from  exhorting, 
firft  his  Chriftian  brethren,  with  all  fervour,  to 
devote  their  hearts  without  referve  to  God  ; and 
next,  every  foul  with  whom  he  had  any  fort  of 
intercourfe.  His  heart  bled  for  poor  carelefs  fin- 
ners  againlt  God,  and  their  own  fouls.  The 
word  of  the  Lord  was  in  him,  fo  that  he  could 
not  but  fpeak.  He  knew  not  how  to  forbear 
publifhing  as  on  the  houfe  top,  that  infinite  love 
which  dealt  fo  gracioufiv  with  himfelf.  “ It  is 
not  enough  that  I ferve  our  Lord  : all  hearts 
muft  love  him,  and  all  tongues  mult  praife 
him  !” 

God  touched  his  heart  in  fuch  a manner  as  to 
leave  no  doiibt  whether  this  appointment  was 
from  heaven  ; and  the  concurrence  of  outward 
providences  confirmed  his  internal  perfuafion. 
Thus,  freed  from  all  farther  wavering  ard  irre- 
folution,  he  entered  upon  that  employment, 

which 
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winch  he  verily  believed,  he  would  wilh  he  had- 
done  at  the  hour  of  death,  and  in  the  day  of 
judgment. 

Defirous  therefore  to  exercife  his  Lord’s  talent, 
and  the  time  affording  a providential  provifion 
for  it,  even  out  of  the  ordinary  way;  he  took 
the  opportunity  of  his  prefent  connexions,  and 
without  looking  farther,  purfued  the  following 
meafures.  “ I opened,  (fays  he)  my  mind  to 
that  man  of  God,  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Wejley.  I 
fpoke  my  thoughts  freely,  and  without  difguife, 
defiring  his  advice  on  the  occafion ; which  he 
fweetly  and  humbly  gave  me:  adding  withal, 
that  I might  write  to  him  afterwards.  I did 
fo,  giving  him  a brief  account  of  my  conver- 
fion  to  God,  and  of  what  I experienced  in  my 
foul  concerning  preaching.  His  anfwer  was  as 
follows, 

“ My  dear  brother, 

It  is  hard  to  judge  what  God  has  called  you 
to,  till  trial  is  made.  Therefore  when  you  have 
an  opportunity,  you  may  go  to  Shronil,  and  fpend 
two  or  three  days  with  the  people  there.  Speak 
to  them  in  Irijli.” 

Shronil  is  a village  in  the  county  of  Tippera- 
ry, diftant  from  the  place  he  then  refided  at  Nezu- 
Market , about  thirty  Englifh  miles.  The  inha- 
bitants, many  of  whom  were  Proteflant  Diffent- 
ers,  had  fometime  before  gladly  received  the  word 
of  God  from  the  Methodijls.  Thither  he  went, 
accompanied  by  one  of  his  own  brothers,  and 
I 3 another 
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another  of  his  Chriflian  brethren  ; having  been 
commended  to  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  by  the  earneft  prayers  of  feveral  of  the 
children  of  God.  “We  walked  it,  (fays  he)  and 
gave  ourfelves  to  prayer,  converfing  of  the  things 
of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  exhorting  thofe 
we  met  with  in  the  way  to  fear  the  Lord,  and 
depart  from  evil.” 

They  arrived  there  the  next  day,  which  was  in 
July  1750.  The  brethren  received  them  kindly 
in  the  Lord,  though  they  were  unknown  to  them 
by  face.  And  naving  had  knowledge  of  his  er- 
rand, and  informed  their  neighbours,  there  af- 
femhled  in  the  evening,  a confiderable  congre- 
gation, to  whom,  for  the  firfl  time,  he  preached 
the  word  of  God,  ciioofing  for  his  text,  the 
words  of  St.  Paul , Therefore  we  conclude  that 
a man  is  juft  fed  by  faith  without  the  deeds  of  the 
law. 

He  did  fo  again  the  next  morning,  on  Being 
jufifed  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God,  through 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrif , (Rom.  v.  1.)  and  in  like 
manner,  morning  and  evening,  during  the  few 
days  he  flayed  among  them. 

And  the  Lord  bore  teftimony  to  the  word  of 
his  grace.  For  although  fome,  (as  has  always 
been  the  cafe,)  contradifled  and  mocked,  yet 
others  were  deeply  affected,  and  fome  were  turn- 
ed to  the  Lord,  “ So  gracious  was  God  (as  he 
adds)  to  own  the  labour  ot  his  poor  creature, 
and  to  blefs  the  word  of  his  weakcft  and  mean- 
er 
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eft  mefienger.  Not  unto  me,  but  unto  thy  name 
be  the  glory 1 O God,  thou  haft  done  the  work. 
Thou  didft  give  the  word,  and  didft  alfo  ap- 
ply it ; for  thou  only  canft  turn  the  hearts  of 
the  difobedient  to  the  wifdom  of  the  juft.  O 
my  God,  ftand  by  me  ftill ; and  as  hitherto  thou 
haft  helped  me,  never  leave  nor  forfake  me  : 
but  keep  my  foul  in  peace,  and  give  me  a hum- 
ble, and  a meek  fpirit.  Let  me  labour  dili- 
gently in  thy  vineyard , and  fpend  my  life  and 
ftrength  in  the  labour  of  love.  Amen,  Lord 
Jefus!” 

Thus  have  we  brought  to  a conclufion  what 
was  propofed  in  this  firft  part  ; having  feen  him 
from  his  youth,  through  the  various  travels  of  his 
foul,  the  whole  procefs  of  his  converfion,  till  his 
heart  being  at  liberty,  he  began  to  publifh  the 
voice  oj  wifdom  to  all  around  him.  It  remains, 
to  give  fome  account  of  his  labours,  trials,  and 
fuccefs  in  the  Lord’s  work,  together  with  the 
general  tenor  of  his  experience,  till  God  was 
pleafed  to  call  him  hence. 


PART 
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PART  II. 

C H A P.  I. 

Of  his  entire  application  to  preaching  the 
gofpel. 

Y T being  now,  no  longer  matter  of  doubt, 
A what  the  will  of  God  was  concerning  him; 
trial  having  been  made,  and  the  fruit  anfwering 
to  the  defign,  he  refolved  to  defer  no  longer, 
ftirring  up  the  gift  of  God  which  was  in  him. 
Setting  afide  therefore  every  other  concern,  and 
employment,  he  devoted  hi  mfelf  entirely  to  the 
work  of  which  he  believed  God  had  affigned 
him.  He  fet  out  with  a refolution  to  give  him- 
felf  up  wholly  to  the  dictates  of  the  Holy  Ghojl, 
and  to  be  ready  to  ga  what  way  foever  the 
voice  of  heaven  (hould  call  him.  And  that  his 
underftanding  might  not  be  diffipated,  and  Mat- 
tered upon  divers  objefis,  and  fo  have  lefs  force 
to  enter  deep  into  the  things  of  God,  he  beg-m 
his  work  with  applying  bimfelf  altogether  to  the 
Rudy  of  the  holy  fcriptures,  and  to  prayer.  And 
the  proficiency  which  by  thofe  means  he  made 
daily,  in  the  zvifdom  that  is  from  above,  quickly 
appeared.  He  [truly  laboured  in  the  word,  and 
faithfully  and  fervently  enforced  the  divine  truths 

he 
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he  learned  there  from.  His  foul  became  ftrange- 
ly  enlarged  in  labours  of  love  for  the  falvation 
of  his  neighbour;  while  he  imparted  to  them  a- 
bundantly  what  God  had  fo  richly,  and  fo  freely 
bellowed  upon  him. 

The  words  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  were  in 
general  exceeding  precious  to  him  ; and  from 
his  fir  ft  acquaintance  with  them,  his  whole  de- 
light and  his  counfellors.  The  whole  of  his  fol- 
lowing conduit  to  his  death,  feemed  influenced  by 
thofe  words  of  Chrift  (applicable  to  all  real  Chrif- 
tians)  Ye  are  the  fait-  of  the  earth.  Ye  are  the 
light  of  the  world.  A city  Jet  upon  an  hill  cannot 
be  hid : neither  do  ?nen  (much  lefs  God)  light  a can- 
dle, to  put  it  under  a bufkel,  that  is,  hide  it;  but 
on  a candlejlick,  that  it  may  give  light  to  all 
about  it. 

And  now,  the  divine  providence  concurring 
with  his  convifiions  and  inclination,  made  his 
way  dear,  to  put  into  execution  what  he  had  been 
fo  long  deliberating  upon.  Conferring  therefore 
no  longer  with  flelh  and  blood,  and  refolving  to 
deny  himfelf,  and  take  up  his  crofs  to  follow 
jefus,  he  bid  farewel  to  his  kindred,  and  to  his 
acquaintance  in  general.  Choofingthe  Lord  for 
his  foie  portion,  he  literally  left  all,  and  went 
out  into  the  wide  world,  entirely  unanxic-us 
about  what  he  Ihouldeat,  or  what  lie  fhould  drink, 
or  wherewithal  he  Ihould  be  cloathed,  being  fully 
perfuaded,_that  an  entire  reliance  on  Gcd  was  all 
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things.  He  went  to  fpend  his  life  in  befeech- 
ing  finners  to  be  reconciled  to  God.  Thus, 

“ By  Chrift  himfelf  ordain’d  and  fent. 

An  herald  of  redeeming  grace, 

Eager  to  the  highways  he  went, 

And  fill’d  the  land  with  Jefu’s  praife  !” 

This  was  about  the  latter  end  of  Augujl  1750, 
when  going  from  the  place  of  his  nativity  to 
Limerick,  he  had  daily  opportunity  of  publifhing 
thofe  glad  tidings,  w'hich  he  firlt  heard  in  that 
city,  and  which  became  the  powrer  of  God  to  his 
falvation.  At  firfl,  he  commonly  expounded 
the  fcriptures  every  morning  : and  after  a little 
while,  both  evening  and  morning,  with  much 
earneftnefs  exhorted  and  befought  multitudes, 
who  attended  his  difcourfes,  to  Jeek  the  Lord 
while  he  may  he  found. 

And  it  pleafed  God  immediately  to  bear  tefti- 
mony  to  the  word  of  his  grace  by  him.  Several 
perfons  who  heard  him,  and  who,  till  then,  had 
been  carelefs  and  utterly  unconcerned  about 
the  matter,  became  ferioufly  concerned  for  their 
falvation  ; while  in  the  mean  time  others,  who 
had  been  deeply  diftreffed  with  the  guilt  of  fin, 
felt  his  w’ord,  the  power  of  God  unto  falvation. 

He  was  about  this  time  called  to  bear  reproach 
for  his  work’s  fake.  The  minds  cf  fome  perfons 
became  evil  affefted  towards  him.  The  intereils 
of  the  God  of  this  worlds  had  already  buffered 

lofs 
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lofs  by  bis  zeal,  and  unwearied  diligence,  and 
they  were  in  danger  of  fuffering  yet  more.  Satan 
therefore  by  every  means  endeavoured  to  prevent 
the  fruit  of  his  labours. 

His  unpolifhed  youth  ; his  roughnefs  both  of 
addrefs  and  dialedl,  owing  partly  to  natura}  tem- 
per, partly  to  having  been  brought  up  much  in  the 
country,  and  partly  to  his  having  been  formerly 
of  the  church  of  Rome * ; but  more  than  all,  his 
being  a native  of  that  neighbourhood,  gave  fome 
perfons  occafion  for  being  deeply  offended  at 
him,  who  expreffed  it  by  their  unkind,  and  un- 
civil treatment  towards  him.  This  I had  from 
fome  of  the  perfons  themfelves,  a confiderable 
time  after,  who  mentioned  it  to  their  own  re- 
proach, that  he,  whom  then  they  fo  loved  and 
honoured  was  neverthelefs,  once  the  obje£l  of  - 
their  fcorn. 

But  as  he  fought  not  his  own  things,  neither 
ftrove  to  pleafe  man,  having  in  view  only  the 
glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  fouls,  this 
did  not  in  the  leaft  damp  his  fervour,  or  retard 
his  progrefs.  As  he  faw  daily  the  fruit  of  his  la- 
bours, fo  he  was  not  to  be  hindered,  or  dif- 
I 6 couraged 

* There  is  in  fome  parts  of  Ireland.-  a very  remarkable  differ-  . 
tnce  between  the  dideff  of  the  Protejlants,  and  Romanijls,  eveft 
of  the  fame  county  or  pavilh.  What  is  called  the  Irogue,  in  its 
fxcefs  is  a fort  of  Shibboleth  for  the  latter  ; and  among  the  younger 
fort  of  Proteftants  efpecially,  a term  of  reprocah.  I remember 
it  was  a very  common  obje&ion  to  hurt,  when  he  preached  fkfi  t 
in  the  sown  of  ray  nativity. 
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couraged  by  any  treatment  of  himfelf ; rather 
he  rejoiced  in  contempt  [ox  his  mailer’s  fake. 

He  had  put  his  hand  to  the  plough  ( Luke  ix.  62.) 
and  having  counted  the  coll,  fettled  it  in  his  heart 
not  to  look  back.  He  waxed  ftill  flronger,  and 
grew  every  day  more  mighty  in  the  fciiptures, 
and  in  conformity  to  cur  Lord,  as  well  as  more 
inftrumental  in  bringing  others  acquainted  with 
the  only  true  God,  and  our  Saviour  Jefus 
Chriil. 

There  are  many  inftances  of  the  good  effects 
of  thefe  his  firft  labours.  It  plainly  appeared 
that  the  word  of  God  in  his  mouth  was  attend- 
ed with  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  It  was  not 
an  uncommon  cafe,  forperfons  to  be  fo  penetra- 
ted by  his  fervent  difcourfes,  as  torefolvenot 
to  leave  the  place,  till  they  fhould  find  reft  in 
their  fouls,  and  the  inftances  were  not  a few, 
to  whom  the  God  of  love  condefcended  even  in 
this  particular  by  fending  then  the  Spirit  of  adop- 
tion into  their  hearts , teftifying  Thy  Jins  are  for- 
given-, and  enabling  them  to  cry  Alba  Father. 

His  time  was  now  wholly  taken  up  in  Inarch- 
ing, expounding,  and  enforcing  the  fcriptures, 
which  he  did  both  in  public  and  in  private;  and 
prayer,  vifiting  the  fick,  and  whatfoever  other 
particular  employments  occafional,  or  flated,  had 
any  relation  to  his  one  purpofe  of  fpending,  and 
being  fpend  in  the  ferviceof  Ins  mailer.  And 
having  been  thus  employed  at  Tunct  ick  ior  fome 

time; 
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time,  it  was  judged  expedient,  that  he  fhouldgo 
and  preach  the  gofpel  in  other  places  alfo. 


CHAP.  II. 

He  goes  into  the  provinces  of  Leinjler  and  Con- 
nought  and  preaches  the  word  there. 

HI  S way  into  thofe  parts  had,  in  fome  de- 
gree, been  prepared  before  him  : many' 
having  received  that  gofpel,  which  he  preached 
from  others  of  his  brethren.  He  followed  them 
flaming  with  defire  for  the  falvation  of  fouls,  and 
with  zeal  for  the  glory  of  his  mafler.  By'  this 
{tripling  many  (lout-hearted  Goliah’s  were  rer 
duced  to  the  obedience  of  Chrift. 

His  labours  now,  were  greater  than  he  had 
hitherto  known;  for  befide  preaching  always 
twice,  and  fometimes  thrice  a day,  he  often 
travelled  many  miles  between.  But  it  was  ren- 
dered pleafant  to  him,  doing  it  heartily  as  to  the 
Lord.  Where  love  is,  there  is  no  labour,  and  if 
there  be  labour,  the  labour  is  loved.  Yes,  it  car- 
ries a burden  without  a burden.  His  endea- 
vours were  crown’d  with  much  furcefs.  Multi- 
tudes of  people  of  all  denominations  attended' 
his  preaching,  wherever  he  came  ; fo  that  in  a 
little  time  he  was  generally  known  all  around  the 
country. 


Nov; 
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Now  therefore  did  the  God  of  this  world  ftir 
up  his  emifTaries.  He  has  been  fometimes  way- 
laid in  his  journey,  and  efcaped  their  hands,  on- 
ly by  remarkable  interpofitions  of  divine  provi- 
dence. It  may  be  tedious  to  enumerate  all  the 
inftances.  The  following  I fet  down  abridged 
from  his  journal. 

“ Thurfday , Jan.  4,  1750.  With  much 

weaknefs  of  body,  I preached  this  morning,  and 
foon  after  fet  out  for  Rofgrea.  About  a mile 
from  the  town  I met  a large  company  armed  with 
clubs.  Seventy-eight  men  were  fworn  upon  the 
eccafion.  At  the  firfl  fight  of  them  I was  a lit- 
tle daunted  ; but  I prayed  to  the  Lord  for  direc- 
tion, and  was  {Lengthened.  They  compelled 
me  to  alight,  faying.  They  would  bring  a mini- 
fter  of  the  church  of  England  and  a Romijli  prieft 
to  talk  with  me.  I let  them  know,  I preached 
not  againfi  any  particular  church,  but  againft 
fin  and  wickednefs  in  all.  1 faid,  fuppofing 
three  perfons  among  you  of  different  denomina- 
tions; it  may  be  a Churchman,  a Quaker,  and 
Papift,  fitting  down  and  drinking  to  excefs,  be- 
gin to  difpute,  each  affirming,  that  his  was 
the  beft  religion  : where  is  the  religion  of  all 
thefe  men  ? Surely  they  are  without  any,  unlefs 
it  be  that  of  Belial . They  are  of  their  father  the 
devil,  while  his  works  they  do.'* 

“ After  feme  further  difeourfe  c-n  thedefign  of 
my  coming  to  preach  to  them,  and  appealing  to 
ihemfelves  concerning  the  neceffity  of  it,  their 

rage 
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rage  feemed  abated,  and  then  told  me,  they 
would  let  me  so  on  condition  that  I would  fwear 
never  more  to  come  to  Rojgrea.  But  when  I re- 
folutely  refufed  this,  they  confulted  on  rougher 
meafures;  and  after  much  debate,  were  deter- 
mined to  put  me  into  a well,  which  they  had 
prepared  for  that  purpofe.  They  hurried  me 
away  into  the  town,  where  I was  furrounded  as 
by  fo  many  human  wolves.  They  held  a con- 
fultation  again,  and  refolved  either  to  make  me 
fwear,  or  to  put  me  into  the  well.  But  I refufed 
either  to  fwear  or  promife.  Some  then  cried 
vehemently  “ Put  him  in,”  but  others  as  pofitive- 
Jv  faid,  “ They  fhould  not.” 

“ After  fome  time  the  parifh  minifter  came, 
who  behaved  well,  and  defired  I might  be 
fet  at  liberty.  They  confented,  provided  I 
would  go  out  of  town  immediately.  From  an 
inn,  where  they  confined  me,  they  brought  me 
out  into  the  flreet,  and  it  being  market-day,  I 
began  to  preach  to  the  people.  But  taking  me 
by  the  back,  they  hurl'd  me  before  them  cut  of 
town.  At  length  I got  on  horfeback,  and  tak- 
ing off  my  hat,  I prayed  for  them  fome  confider- 
able  time.  I then  called  upon  them  in  the  name 
of  God,  for  Chrifl’s  fake,  to  repent;  and  told 
them,  as  to  myfelf,  in  thecaufeof  God,  I feared 
neither  devils  nor  men  ; that  to  do  their  fouls 
good  was  my  foie  motive  of  coming  among 
them,  and  that  if  God  permittedj  they  might 

put 
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put  me  in  the  well,  or  done  me  ; be  it  how  ft 
would,  I was  content.” 

“ I came  off  from  them  at  length  in  peace  cf 
confidence,  and  ferenity  of  mind.  From  the 
fird  of  it  to  the  laft,  I was  not  the  lead  didurbed, 
nor  dirred  in  anger  or  malice  towards  them.  O 
God,  it  is  thou  alone  that  had  wrought  this  de- 
liverance for  me. 

He  abode  in  thofe  parts  for  fome  months,  and 
went  through  both  evil  and  good  report.  While 
going  about  daily,  he  endeavoured,  by  all  means 
the  converfion  of  their  fouls.  He  often  wanted 
proper  neceffaries  for  his  body,  and  much  im- 
paired his  health,  through  the  greatnefs  of  his 
fatigues.  But  this  by  no  means  dampt  the  con- 
cern which  he  felt  for  periihing  (inners,  great 
numbers  of  whom  were  prefent  to  his  view 
wherever  he  came.  A defiie  of  being  indru- 
mental  towards  opening  their  eyes,  and  turning 
them  to  God,  brought  him  among  them  ; nor 
could  any  perfonal  inconveniences  alter  his 
purpofe,  till  providence  diredled  his  way  elfe- 
where. 


CHAP.  III. 

Some  farther  account  of  the  trouble  he  met  with  on 
account  of  preaching  the  gofpel. 

OU  R Saviour,  faid  of  his  kingdom,  If  it 
were  of  this  world,  then  would  my  fer- 
vants  fight,  that  I fliould  not  be  delivered  into  your 

hands. 
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hands.  Satan  on  the  contrary,  is  faid  to  be  the 
prince,  and  god  of  this  world.  And  how  nume- 
rous are  his  poor  valfals ! When  therefore  his 
fervants  perceive  their  mailer’s  kingdom  in  dan- 
ger, they  do  fight,,  left  it  Ihould  be  fubjehled  to 
its  rightful  Lord. 

And  hence  only  can  be  accounted  for  that  op- 
pofition,  which  this  fervant  of  Chrili,  burning 
with  defire  to  promote  his  kingdom,  met  with 
among  moft  denominations  of  Chrillians,  fo  cal- 
led, wherever  he  came.  Some,  it  is  true,  in  al- 
moll  every  place,  received  the  word  gladly; 
while  others  not  only  did  not  regard  it,  but  treat- 
ed him  with  unkindnefs,  even  to  abufive  lan- 
guage, blows,  or  imprifonment. 

The  following  inllance,  and  which  was  the 
occafion  of  my  firft  knowledge  of  him,  happened 
in  the  town  of  my  nativity,  about  twenty  miles 
from  the  city  of  Cork. 

At  the  repeated  requell  of  fome  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, he  went  thither  accompanied  by  a few 
friends  from  the  town  of  Bandon,  June,  it,  175 2, 
The  magiflrate,  who  was  alfo  reftor  of  the  parilb, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  William  Ellis , was  applied  to  for 
the  ufe  of  the  market-houfe  ; which  being  refuf- 
ed,  it  was  propofed,  that  he  Ihould  preach  at  a 
fmall  diflance  from  the  town.'  Thither  he  went 
accompanied  by  multitudes  to  whom,  under  the 
canopy  of  heaven,  near  a fpacious  Ilrand,  and 
Ihaded  by  a fpreading  tree,  he  affeflionately  de- 
clared the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God. 


By 
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By  the  time  he  had  got  to  the  place  ap- 
pointed, the  magiftrate,  had  fent  his  ferjeants 
to  forbid  him  preaching,  ‘ But  being  (to 
ufe  his  own  words]  of  the  opinion,  that 
it  was  better  to  obey  God  than  man/  he  ffept  up 
upon  a table  prepared  for  that  purpofe,  and  im- 
mediately opening  his  little  bible  read  to  them, 
Job  xx  i.  3.  Suffer  me  that  1 may /peak,  and  after 
that  / have  fpohen , mock  on.  The  feafonable 
fingularity  of  the  text,  fo  excited  their  attention, 
that  they  permitted  him  to  finifh  quietly. 

The  word  was  with  power.  Several  faces 
were  turned  to  palenefs  and  wet  with  tears,  while 
he  urged  it  home  upon  the  confidence,  that  our 
fins  were  the  betrayers  and  murderers  of  the  Son 
of  God. 

On  his  return  into  the  town,  he  was  feized 
by  the  officers,  and  brought  before  the  magilfrate, 
followed  by  an  aflonifhed  multitude.  Being  alli- 
ed many  and  various  quellions  concerning  this 
way , he  anfwered  fully,  and  without  fear.  The 
converfation  lalted  near  an  hour,  in  which  he 
largely  explained  himfelf,  giving  the  reasons 
of  his  conduQ: ; and  alledging  in  its  behalf,  pre- 
cedents both  from  fcripture  and  from  antiquity. 

But  Mr.  Ellis,  having  predetermined  what  he 
would  do,  was  not  to  be  moved  by  arguments. 
He  therefore  let  him  know,  that  unlefs  he  would 
promife  to  preach  no  more  in  this  way,  at  lead: 
not  in  thofe  parts,  he  fhould  be  committed  to 
prifon  without  delay.  He  replied,  ‘ That  as  he 

had 
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had  been  fo  earneftly  importuned  to  come  there, 
he  could  not,  in  confidence,  promife  not  to 
come;’  and  afked,  ‘ Are  there  no  {wearers, 
drunkards,  fabbath-breakers,  and  the  like,  in 
thofe  parts?’  Being  anfwered,  “ There  are.” 
He  added,  that  if  after  he  had  preached  there  a 
few  times,  there  appeared  to  be  no  reformation 
among  them,  he  would  never  come  thither  more. 
But  this  not  fatisfying,  he  was  ordered  to  prifon. 
He  went  thither  with  all  readinefs,  and  elieemed 
it  matter  of  thankfgiving,  that  his  Lord  counted 
him  worthy,  to  fuffer  reproach  for  hts  name’s- 
fake. 

Several  perfons  accompanied  him  into  the  pri- 
fon, where,  he,  with  his  friends,  fang  praifes  to 
God,  and  exhorted  the  people.  The  {fleet  was 
crouded,  forrie  faying  one  thing,  and  feme  ano- 
ther; in  general  however,  they  were  difpleafed 
at  his  confinement ; and  almofl  the  whole  town 
feemed  concerned  in  his  behalf.  He  {fill  (as  far 
as  his  voice  would  reach)  preached  to  them  thro’ 
the  window. 

The  inhabitants  Clewed  the  utmofl  civility 
towards  him;  and  not  knowing  how  long  he 
might  be  confined,  provided  bedding  and  provi- 
fion  for  him  and  his  companions.  But  it  was 
not  long  before  the  magiflrate  fent  to  let  him  go. 
Coming  out,  and  feeing  fuch  a number  of  peo- 
ple, he  would  fain,  have  preached  to  them  ; but 
was  dilTuaded  by  his  friends.  He  then  went  to 

a 


[ 2X2  ] 

a private  room,  and  exhorted  till  ten  o'clock,  a 
many  as  came  to  him. 

He  went  thither  twice  afterwards,  and  tho’ 
with  much  contradiction,  preached  to  them  that 
gofpel,  which  is  the  power  of  God  unto  falvation. 
His  endeavours  were  not  all  loft.  There  are  to 
this  hour  fome  of  the  fruit  of  his  labours  in  that 
place  ; perfons  to  whom,  becaufe  of  the  blefling 
which  God  made  him  to  their  fouls,  his  memory 
will  be  ever  precious. 

The  following  inftance  happened  in  the  north 
of  Ireland , fome  time  after,  at  a place  called 
New-Toztn,  whether  he  went  on  the  Lord’s  day. 

At  the  defire  of  feveral  perfons,  he  intended 
to  have  preached  in  a place  called  the  Church 
Green,  where  were  aflembled,  a large  company 
to  hear  him.  But  while  his  hands  were  lifted  up 
in  prayer,  there  came  one  Mr.  Mortimer,  a pref- 
byterian,  and  with  him  feveral  hundred  perfons, 
who  taking  hold  of  him  by  the  breaft,  pulled 
him  with  violence  to  the  ground.  They  hauled 
him  thro’  the  mob,  and  had  well  nigh  choaked 
him,  when  one  Mr.  Biers  freed  him  from  the 
hands  of  him  who  held  him.  But  for  this  he 
was  foon  ftruck  to  the  mound  himfelf. 

O 

Being  got  free,  it  grieved  him  exceedingly 
to  fee  fuch  a willing  multitude  difappointed  ; fo 
he  went  to  a place  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
former.  But  here  likewife,  by  the  time  he  had 
begun,  the  fame  perfons  purfued  him.  Perceiv- 
ing therefore  that  it  was  vain  to  attempt  preach- 
ing:- 
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iiHg,  he  retired  to  a little  ho  life  in  a garden,  at 
dome  fmall  diftan.ce.  But  neither  here  could  he 
be  at  reft  ; the  mob  followed,  and  to  avoid  their 
fury,  he  was  obliged  to  wade  thro"  wet  meadows, 
and  then  climb  over  the  mountains,  till  * wet 
and  weary,  we  (he  had  one  perfon  with  him] 
came  to  the  houfe  of  one  Mr.  Ambey , who  fup- 
plied  us  with  all  we  wanted.’  His  tender,  broken 
conftitution  could  not  however,  endure  this  fa- 
tigue, without  feeling  its  effefls.  He  was  oblig- 
ed in  a few  days  to  take  to  his  bed,  where  a fe- 
ver confined  him  for  fotne  time. 

It  need  not  be  diffembled,  that  the  authors  of 
this  outrage  tov/ards  a ftranger,  chargeable  with 
no  crime  lave  that  of  endeavouring  to  fave  fouls 
from  death,  were  a company  of  Prefoyterians ! 
But  alasJ  what  ate  names?  “ Liberty  of  confci- 
ence,  and  right  of  private  judgement,”  are  good 
and  fpecious  words.  But  how  reconcilable  they 
.are  to  fuch  conduft  as  this  let  all  the  world  judge. 

The  ftate  of  his  heart,  on  that  occafion, 
he  expreffes  thus.  “ In  the  midft  of  it  all, 
my  mind  was  calm.  I had  no  remarkable  confo- 
lation,  or  fear,  or  forrow.  I prayed  for  them, 
and  do  fl ill  pray  God  to  forgive  them,  and  not  lay 
this  fin  to  their  charge.” 

I pals  over  a number  of  other  inflances  of  the 
oppofition  he  met  with,  of  a private  as  well  as 
public  nature  ; and  only  mention  th eie,  as  a fpe- 
■ cimenofthe  malice  which  S::!an  bears  to  God's 
.kingdom,  and  fervants. 


C H A P. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

A Jhort  account  of  the  endeavours  of  the  Romifh 
clergy,  to  prevent  his  ufefulnefs  among  their 
people.  The  means  he  made  ufe  of  to  injlruEl 
them,  and  the fuccefs  which  he  met  with  therein . 

Notwithstanding  the  Aria  laws 

which  are  in  force,  to  prevent  the  propa- 
gation of  Popery  in  thefe  kingdom';,  and  to  re- 
train the  attempts  of  Romifh  priefls  and  jefuits ; 
it  is  no  fecret,  that  both  in  Ireland  and  England , 
their  endeavours,  are  as  unwearied  as  ever. 
They  compafs  fca  and  land  all  round  the  globe, 
and  hardly  flick  at  any  thing  that  may  contribute 
towards  their  making  profclytes. 

The  endeavours  of  this  fervant  of  Chrifl,  to 
convert  to  him  members  of  that  communion, 
flirred  up  their  clergy  againft  him  wherever  he 
came.  His  name  was  well  known  in  all  their 
churches;  and  in  whaifoever place  there  appear- 
ed but  a probability  of  his  coming,  the  priefls 
took  care,  to  render  him  as  obnoxious  to  the 
people  as  they  poflibly  could;  infomuch,  that 
thev  ftuck  at  nothing,  though  never  fo  falfe,  to 
compafs  their  end.  They  however  carefully 
avoided  his  having  opportunity-  to  talk  with  them- 
felves.  I do  not  find  that  from  the  time  of  his 
leaving  their  communion,  he  had  ever  anv  fet- 
tled perfonal  interviews  with  them,  although  for 

the 
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the  fake  of  their  poor  ignorant  people,  for  whom 
he  had  the  tendered:  compaffion,  lie  has  frequent- 
ly defired  it;  fometimes  even  in  public.  One 
occcafional  converfation  only,  with  one  of  their 
priells,  on  board  a fh ip,  in  a palfage  from  Eng- 
land to  Dublin,  he  relates,  as  follows,  “ We  dif- 
courfed  on  the  following  particulars.  1.  The 
Pope's  infallibility.  2.  Tranfubdantiation.  3. 
Invocation  of  faints.  4.  Purgatory.  But  he 
could  not  withlfand  the  force  of  plain  fcripture, 
and  therefore  withdrew.  The  company  were 
greatly  pleafed  to  find,  how  little  \h&Romifh  clergy 
have  to  fay  for  themfelves,  when  oppofed  by  ar- 
guments taken  from  fcripture  and  reafon. 

In  one  place,  (C 1)  the  pried:  informed  his 

congregation,  (to  fuch  low  drifts  were  they  driv- 
en) and  indudrioudy  fpread  abroad,  “ (that  he 
had  been  a fervant  boy  to  a certain  pried,  ana  that 
having  ftolen  vhis  mailer's  books,  he  learned  to 
••preach  by  that  means.” 

The  condufl  of  another  of  them  at  Cork,  was 
fiill  more  extraordinary.  There  was  in  that  place 
a vail  refort  of  Catholics  (fo  called]  to  hi.s  fermons, 
which*were  often  under  the  open  firmament,  as 
well  as  daily  within  doors,  both  in  Irifh  and 
Englijh  ; and  among  the  Romanijls,  who  were 
happily  llirred  up  thereby  to  a concern  for  their 
falvation,  there  was  one  eldetdv  woman,  who 
had  been  in  fome  religious  office  amons;  them. 
She  entirely  forfook  their  communion,  con- 
dantly  attended  his  fermons,  and  thenceforward, 

received 
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received  the  Lord’s  Tapper  in  the  church  of 
England. 

Tiie  Romijli  priefts  became  ftrangely  irritated, 
and  laboured  vehemently  to  flop  the  growing 
evil ; to  which  end,  one  of  them  affirmed  to 
the  people,  that  “ As  to  that  WalJIi , who  had 
fome  time  before  turned  heretic,  and  went  about 
preaching,  he  had  been  dead  long  ago:  and  that 
he,  who  then  preached  in  this  manner,  was  but 
the  devil  in  his  ffiape.” 

But  their  endeavours,  proved  in  great  meafure 
ineffe&ual ; for,  however  a few  perfons  might 
receive  ill  impreffions  from  fuch  infinuations ; 
yet  feveral  of  their  communion  in  many  places 
heard  him  gladly,  and  would  not  be  hindered 
therefrom.  Rather,  the  more  the  priefts  urged 
them,  they  prevailed  the  lefs.  His  labours,  and 
prayers,  and  tears,  for  their  poor  flraying  fouls, 
over  whom  his  bowels  fo  often  yearned,  had, 
•on  many  the  defired  effect;  being  thereby,  not 
•only  reformed  from  Popery,  but  really  convert- 
ed to  God. 

Of  the  common  natives  of  Irdand,  it  has  been 
frequently  obferved,  that  of  all  the  natives  of  the 
• adobe,  there  are  none  who  exceed  them  forhofni- 
tality,  good  nature,  and  fufcepiibiiity  of  religious 
impreffions.  It  might  well  therefore,  occafion 
the  ‘ yearning  of  the  bowels’  of  this  lover  of 
fouls,  to  fee  fuch  multitudes  of  them  detained 
in  total  ignorance  bv  their  priefts,  to  whom  they 
pay  tire  moft  implicit  obedience. 


And 
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* And  hence  it  was,  that  from  the  beginning 
•of  the  concern  which  he  felt  for  his  own  foul, 
he  fethimfelf,  by  all  poffible  means  to  turn  them, 
from  darknefs  to  light.  And  whither  in  the  high- 
ways, at  inns,  in  the  city  or  country,  he  let  flip 
no  probable  means  of  inftrufting  them.  One  cir- 
cumftance  which  is  much  more  common  in  Ire- 
land than  England,  I mean  the  number  of  ftreet 
beggars,  furnifhed  him  with  frequent  opportuni- 
ties of  this  kind. 

His  manner  of  addrefling  them  was  eafy  and 
familiar  : talking  to  them  always  in  a flile  fuited 
to  their  capacity  and  prejudices.  He  avoided  en- 
tirely the  difference  of  churches,  and  all  matter  of 
difpute,  fpeaking  only  of  the  dreadful  evil  of  fin, 
the  great  affairs  of  eternal  life,  and  eternal  death, 
of  judgment,  and  of  the  fufferings  and  facrifice 
of  the  Son  of  God.  And  his  difeourfes  had' 
often  fuch  immediate  efFedi,  that  falling;  on  their 
knees,  and  finding  their  breads,  they  have  wept, 
and  cried  for  mercy,  in  the  open  afreets.  He 
always  concluded  his  inflrudlions  with  giving 
them  money,  if  he  had  it,  which  indeed  was  not 
always  the  cafe. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate  all  the  con- 
verfations,  and  various  intercourfes  which  he  had 
with  members  of  that  communion,  and  the  good 
effects  which  were  produced  by  them.  Two  or 
three  only,  may  be  related  from  his  own  ac- 
counts. 

Vol.  XI. 


K 


“ This 


[ 218  ] 

“ This  day came  to  my  room.  I afkeci 

him,  how  he  hoped  to  be  faved  ? And  having 
talked  together  in  Irijh  for  fome  time,  he  became 
greatly  affedled,  and  faid,  “ I have  faved  fome 
money  to  leave  to  fome  Priejl  or  Friar  when  I 
die,  in  order  to  procure  me  the  forgivenefs  of 
my  fins,  and  I am  willing  to  leave  it  to  you,  if 
you  will  accept  of  it.”  I told  him,  that  no  man 
could  forgive  his  fins;  that  the  gift  of  God  was 
not  to  be  purchafed  with  money  ; and  that  only 
the  blood  of  Chrilf,  our  great  High-priejl,  could 
cleanfe  from  fin.  He  was  deeply  wounded,  and 
cried  earneflly  to  God,  to  whom,  after  prayer  I 
commended  him.'’ 

At  another  time  he  writes,  “ A poor  woman, 
a papift,  came  to  my  room,  defirous  of  falvation. 
I prayed  with  her  in  Itijli.  She  frequently  fell 
on  her  knees  and  cried  for  mercy,  refolving  no 
more  to  regard  the  prielt’s  curfes,  but  to  feek  her 
falvation  according  as  the  word  of  God  direbls. 

Again,  “ Being  on  a journey,  where  I break- 
failed  (it  was  a Romanics)  I reproved  the  land- 
lord for  fwearing,  and  talked  to  all  who  were 
prefent.  I exhorted  likewife  a woman  at  the 
door,  to  feek  from  God,  repentance  and  falva- 
tion. She  cried  with  amaze!  To  the  bJefied 
Virgin,  and  to  the  twelve  apollles  to  help  her. 
But  I taught  her  to  direct  her  prayers  to  God  tire 
Father,  through  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

*Befide  his  frequent  occafional  converfations 

with  them,  he  went  to  as  many  of  their  own 
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houfes  as  he  could  get  admittance,  where  he 
regarded  the  children  and  fervants,  even  as  the 
mailers  and  miftreffes. 

But  what  moil  of  all  contributed  to  the  fuccefs 
of  his  attempts  for  their  good,  was  his  public 
preaching,  to  / which  great  numbers  of  them  fre- 
quently reforted,  wherever  he  came;  induced 
thereto,  chiefly  by  his  preaching  in  Irifli,  and 
fuch  things  as  they  eahly  underflood.  There 
is  in  the  Irifli  language  a peculiarly  afhedling  ex- 
preffivenefs,  particularly  with  refpedl  to  the 
things  of  God  ; which,  being  p re  fled  home  upon 
the  confcience,  by  his  zealous. and  alarming  way 
of  preaching,  often  left  them  bathed  in  tears,  I 
faw  a very  remarkable  inilance  of  this  in  the  town 
of  my  nativity ; [preaching  there  on  a market- 
day,  many  of  the  country  people  running  with 
furprize  to  hear  him,  fmote  their  breails  and 
wept,  in  fuch  a manner  as  was  entirely  new  to 
them,  feme  affirming,  that  they  could  go  all  over 
the  world  with  him!  It  may  be  truly  laid,  he  fel- 
dom  preached  a fermon  in  Irifli,  from  which 
feme  of  them  did  not  receive  advantage.  He 
briefly -mentions  a few  inflances  him  fell,  as  fol- 
lows, 

“ After  preaching  both  in  Irifli  and  Enolifli, 
a poor  papifl  woman  came  to  me,  faying,  “ She 
came  for  inftruflion  ; for  that  as  fhe  was  a poor 
woman,  fhe  could  not  have  it  elfewhere,  and 
fhe  wanted  to  have  her  foul.”  1 told  her,  that 
ail  which  was  in  my  power,  I Would  do  for  her 
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willingly.  She  wept,  and  I prayed  with  her., 
pointing  her  for  all  her  foul  wanted,  to  Jefus, 
who  alone  is  the  way , the  truth,  and  the  life  ” 

* Again,  “ Jan.  \,  1751.  My  foul  was  de- 
lighted to  fee  with  what  earneftnefs  the  poor  Irfk., 
(meaning  the  Romanijcs)  received  the  word,  be- 
ing in  genera!  deeply  aflefled.  O how  did  they 
weep,  and  cry  for  mercy  1 May  God  hear  their 
prayer.  Surely  this  people  will  rife  up  in  judg- 
ment againft  Proteftants,  who  having  the  light  of 
the  gofpel,  either  negledt  or  defpife  it.  And  alfo 
againft  the  pallors  of  this  ignorant  people,  who 
hold  them  in  error.  O,  what  have  the  Romilh 
clergy  to  anfwer  for  before  God  !” 

“ April,  1751.  Many  of  them  profefTed  after 
preaching,  that  they  received  more  benefit  from 
that  one  fermon,  than  from  all  the  rnojfes  thev 
had  attended  during  their  whole  life.” 

At  another  time  preaching  concerning  the 
good  Samaritan  (Luke  x.  30.)  “ Two  members 
of  the  church  of  Rome  were  deeply  convinced  of 
their  want  of  a Saviour,  and  thirty-four  perfons 
joined  theinfelves  together,  to  feek  and  ferve  the 
Lord. 

“ Friday,  May  8.  I converfed  with  a woman 
who  was  formerly  of  the  church  of  England,  but 
had  been  feduced  by  the  Romijh  priefts.  She  was 
convinced  of  her  etror  and  returned,  lo  God 
be  the  glory.” 

“ After  preaching  on  John  i.  17.  Sinners 
cried  out  mightily.  One  came  conlelfing  her 
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deeds  and  faid,  She  had  lived  an  adultrefs,  worfe 
than  Mary  Magdalen ; fhe  wept,  trembled  and 
roared  aloud. 

The  circumftance  of  his  preaching  and  [peak- 
ing in  Irijli , (a  thing  that  multitudes,  at  lead  of 
proteftants  in  Ireland  cannot  do)  next  to  the  lin- 
gular bleffing  of  God  upon  his  labours,  contri- 
buted moll  to  the  fuccefs  of  his  endeavours. 
Though  it  is  obfervable  that  when  he  preached 
one.  da)’  in  Irijli , on  Oxmon-Town-Green  in  Dub- 
lin, among  thofe  who  were  affected  by  the  dif- 
courfe,  there  was  one  man  cut  to  the  heart, 
although  he  did  not,  at  all  underliand  the  lan- 
guage. 

In  a journey  once  between  Cork  and  Bandon, 
he  fell  into  converfation  with  a man  who  rode 
lame  miles  with  him,  till  as  was  his  conftant 
manner,  he  began  to  apply  fomething  to  his  heart, 
concerning  the  worth  of  his  foul,  and  the  way  of 
falvation.  But  he  favouring  not  the  things  of 
God,  became  grievofly  offended.  “ His  preju- 
dice in  Ihort  ran  fo  high,  that  he  declared,  al- 
though he  were  fhot  for  it,  he  would  have  fatis- 
fadtion  ; adding  with  an  oath,  thou  fhalt  never 
deceive  another,,  for  I am  refolved  to  be  the 
death  of  you  juft  now.” 

“ I was  quiet  in  my  mind,  being  perfuaded 
that  the  God  of  Daniel  was  ftill  the  fame,  I did 
not  feel  the  leaft  anger,  or  rifing  of  revenge  to- 
wards him  ; and  ftill  reproved  him  whenever  he 
fwore.  In  the  midft  of  his  rage  I reproved 
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him  in  Irijh.  He  was  inftantly  amazed;  and 
replied,  “ Why  did  you  not  fpeak  fo  to  me  in 
the  beginning  ?”  The  lion  became  a lamb,  and 
I then  let  him  know  ftill  fpeaking  in  Irijh,  what 
Chnft  had  done  for  finners.  He  departed  with 
a broken  heart.” 

When  forne  of  them  once  followed  him  after 
■preaching,  defirous  of  inftruction.  “ I told 
them  (fays  he)  as  to  religion  that  it  was  not  a 
bare  profeffion  that  would  avail  any  one. — That 
the  true  way,  was  to  forfake  fin  and  follow 
Chrifl ; and  that  in  order  thereto,  it  was  needful 
that  a perfon  fhould,  iff.  Be  poor  in  fpirit ; feel 
that  he  is  a finner.  2dly,  Mourn  on  that 
account  with  a broken  and  contrite  heart,  gdly, 
Forfake  fin  by  applying  to  the  Lord  for  ftrength. 
4thly.  Believe  in  Chnft,  and  him  only  for  falva- 
tion  ; as  it  is  his  blood  alone,  that  cleanfeth  from 
all  unrighteoufnefs  : and  yhly,  Obey  the  gofpel 
by  conforming  to  the  rules  there  laid  down;  liv- 
ing foberly , righteoifly,  and  godly  in  the  prefnt 
world.” 

This  was  the  fum  of  what  he  taught  them  from 
time  to  time,  as  the  way  of  falvation,  which, 
explained  and  enforced  by  the  holy  fcriptures, 
he  oppofed  to  every  other  device,  or  tradition  of 
men.  And  fo  zealoufly  concerned  was  he  for 
enforcing  tliefe  truths  wherever  he  came,  that  to 
one,  amidft  a great  number  of  Rarhanjls,  whofe 
attention  fome  endeavoured  to  hinder,  he  faid, 
“ If  my  doctrine  be  not  according  to  the  word 
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of  God,  ftone  me  on  the  fpot.  Make  a facri- 
. lice  of  me  : only  hear  for  yourfelves. 

“ O that  God  would  call  them  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  gofpel  of  peace,  and  open  to  them 
a door  of  falvation.  Open  Lord  the  eyes  of 
their  priells.  Remember  the  purchafe  of  thy 
blood,  nor  fuffer  thofe  poor  fouls  to  perifh,  for 
whom  Chrill  hath  died.” 


CHAR  V. 

He  goes • to  England  and  labours  there. 

THE  enlargement  cf  foul,  with  which  it 
pleafed  God  to  blefs  him,  left  no  bounds 
'to  his  defires,  of  fpreading  the  favour  of  the 
knowledge  of  Jefus,  in  every  place  : and  his 
providential  connexions,  afforded  him  a large 
fphere  of  action.  The  people  with  whom  he 
was  more  immediately  united,  and  who  were, 
according  to  the  divine  difpofals,  the  inftruments 
of  his  falvation,  had  now,  through  the  bleffing 
of  heaven,  fpread  th  e joyful  found,  well  nigh  all 
over  England , and  Ireland.  And  hence  arofe 
a neceffity  for  many  labourers. 

It  was  therefore  judged  expedient  that,  (having 
been  fuccefsfully  employed  between  two  and 
three  years  in  his  native  country)  he  fhould  go 
to  England  likewife  : to  which  only  tile  convic- 
tion of  its  being  the  will  of  God,  could  have  re- 
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tiled  him ; feeling  what  was  natural  on  the  oe- 
cafion,  “ A flruggle  within  himfelf  on  leaving" 
his  friends  and  country.” 

May  10.  17,53.  embarked  at  Dublin  with 
feme  other  friends,  and  the  next  day  arrived 
at  Park-gate.  Concerning  this  voyage,  and  his 
arrival  in  England,  he  writes  as  follows.  “ There 
were  on  board  feveral  gentrv,  and  officers, 
with  a large  number  of  cabbin  pafTengers. 
They  curfed,  fwore,  and  blafphemed  as  though 
they  were  in  hell.  I reproved  them  again  and 
again ; but  they  flill  perfifled,  and  faid  I was 
mad.  O God,  if  there  never  was  any  other  dam- 
nation in  the  world  to  come,  than  the  company 
of  fuch  wretches,  who  would  not  flee  from 
it. 

London  was  the  place  where  he  was  appointed 
chiefly  to  labour.  He  arrived  there  the  31ft 
of  May  1753,  and  preached  hisfirfl  fermon  from 
1 John  ii.  1. 

And  now  did  he,  more  vigouroufiy  than  ever, 
apply  himfelf,  both  in  public  and  in  private,  to 
the  labour  of  his  calling;  refolving,  in  a place 
of  fuch  dangers,  to  make  the  beft  ufe  of  both. 
He  found  .himfelf  in  the  midft  of  a numerous 
and  well  inftrufted  people,  many  of  whom  were 
deeply  experienced  in  the  things  of  God.  This 
was  to  him  matter  of  great  joy,  though  at  the 
fame  time  of  much  carefulnefs,  knowing,  that  in 
order  to  be  truly  profitable  to  them,  a fuperficial 
acquaintance  with  things  would  but  ill  fuffice. 

He 
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He  therefore  laboured  to  be  a fcribe  well  injlrudl - 
ed;  to  be  deeply  and  judicioufly  informed,  in 
things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom  of  God.  It 
was  his  daily  and  nightly  fludy,  how  he  might 
bell  contribute  his  part  towards  the  feeding  them 
with  the  fincere  milk  of  the  word,  and  the  build- 
ing them  up  in  their  molt  holy  faith. 

But  neither  did  he  here  intermit  his  endeavours, 
for  the  falvation  of  his  poor  ignorant  country- 
men, (of  whom  great  numbers,  of  the  lower  fort 
are  conftantly  employed  in  London ) Bill  detained 
in  that  darknefs,  from  which  he  had  fo  happily 
efcaped  himfelf.  He  therefore  appointed  times 
for  explaining  to  as  many  of  them  as  would 
hear,  the  firft  principles  of  the  doftrine  of 
Cbrift;  and  preached  feveral  times  in  Irifh,  in 
Moor-fields,  and  elfewhere ; endeavouring  like- 
wife,  to  have  as  many  private  interviews  with 
them  as  he  pofiibly  could.  . 

It  was  here  he  firft  formed  to  himfelf  a more 
exa£t  plan  for  the  improvement  of  his  time,  with 
refpeft  to  his  public  and  private  capacity,  as  .a 
preacher,  and  a chriflian,  affigning  determinate 
portionsof  it  to  certain  employments,  which  unlefs 
when  neceffity  required  otherwife,  he  punctually 
obferved.  He  preached  conilant-ly  twice  a day, 
and . vifited  many  people  in  their  families;  be- 
Sdes  frequent  attendance  on  the  lick,  and  dying; 
from  fome  of  whom,  he  was  rarely  a day  ab=  - 
fetiU  K .5 


The  ' 


[ 226  ] 

The  abilities  with  which  God  had  endowed 
him,  and  his  faithful  improvement  of  them, 
confiderably  encreafed  his  work ; for  it  feemed 
good  to  thofe,  whom  the  divine  wifdom  had 
honoured,  with  the  over  fight,  of  a multitude 
of  perfons  here,  in  their  abfence,  to  intruft 
him  with  that  branch  of  their  w’ork.  His  exaft- 
nefs  and  fubmifiive  faithfulnefs  therein,  appear- 
ed in  many  and  various  particulars,  of  which 
a part  only  may  be  gathered  from  the  following, 
letter  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Wejley, 

“ Honoured  Sir, 

I Thank  you  for  your  letter.  I longed  exceed- 
ingly to  hear  from  you. Your  account  of 

the  good  woman  in  your  Journal  was  refrefhing 
to  my  foul.  What  I have  to  fay  is  as  follows, 

l.  “ Mr.  Wejley  is  gone  to  Brijlol.  Hemet  us 
on  Monday  mornings,  and  upon  the  whole,  all 
was  well.  We  parted  much  in  love.  2.  Mr. 

F goes  on  well.  I converfe  with  him  when 

I can.  3.  The  Lord  is  powerfully  carrying  on 
his  work.  Sinners  are  alarmed,  and  faints  edi- 
fied. This  day  in  vifiting  the  lick,  my  foul  tvas 
greatly  comforted,  by  hearing  of  God’s  deal- 
ings with  their  fouls.. 

“ On  Monday  I begin to  change  the  tickets. 
Goa  give  me  integrity,  wifdom,  mecknefs,  and 
Save.  Ithinkjconfideringthefeparticulars,  I cannot 

leave 
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leave  London  yet.  It  teems  providence  keeps  me 
here  Hill. 

“ You  have  the  prayers  of  your  children.  I 
don’t  forget  yon.  A fon  honoureth  his  father, 
and  a father  loveth  his  fon.  Let  it  be  fo  till 
death,  and  the  devil  can  get  little  advantage. 
Your  preaching  has  been  often,  and  exceedingly 
bled:  to  my  foul.  My  heart’s  delire,  and  prayer 
to  God  is,  that  the  Lord  would  make  me  partaker 
of  his  holinefs. 

“ Dear  Sir,  I trud  your  foul  will,  in  time, 
and  in  eternity,  partake  of  that  great  falva- 
tion,  you  have  preached  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord.  O may  it  pleafe  God,  that  we  may  meet 
full  of  holy  and  happy  love  ! I feel  my  foul  this 
moment  drongly  drawn  after  God  ; but  there  is 
yet  fomething  that  keeps  me  out  of  perfeft  red 
and  liberty.  Jefus,  take  my  whole  heart ! Con- 
found, overpower  me  with  thy  grace.  Requed- 
ing  your  prayers  and  counfel,  I remain, 

London > Your  very  affeftionate  fon, 

April  30.  Thomas  WalJhT 

His  advancement  in  divine  knowledge,,  and 
in.  the  divine  life,  while  he  remained  here,  be- 
came more  and  more  vilible.  The  fruit  of  his 
public  minidry  was  iikewife  dill  more  difcernible  j 
3nd  the  general  tenor  of  his  condufd  was  accept- 
able to  the  people.  They  had  abundant  evidence 
of  his  devotednefs  to  God,  and  of  his  truiy  ferv- 
ing  as-  a fon  in  the  gofpeh  He  was  generally 
feled-to  al?  kinds  of  hearers.  His  difcourfes  were 
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always  of  an  awakening  nature,  entering  int® 
the  very  heart ; and  Angularly  calculated  to  aflift, 
fuch  as  were  ardently  feeking  after  perfed.  love, 
(i  John  iv.  17,  18.)  and  hereby,  through  the  di- 
vine blefiing,  he  became  inftrumental  to  fuch  a 
revival  of  the  work  of  God,  - as  had  not  been 
known,  as  to  its  depth,  from  the  Aril  union  of 
that  fociety.  Nor  are  there  a few  in  London , 
who  blefs  God  that  ever  they  heard  his  voice. 

Thus  did  he  fpend  the  time  of  his  abode  in 
England , fpreading  the  favour  of  his  good  oint- 
ment all  around  him,  and  by  his  example,  as  well 
as  preaching,  preffing  every  one  to  make  fure 
work  for  eternity.  He  perceived  clearly,  it  was 
the  good  providence  of  God  which  prepared  his 
way,  and  diredted  him  hither.  He  came  from 
Ireland  to  London,  three  feveral  times  ; the  laft 
of  which  the  longeft  time  of  his  continuing  there, 
(about  two  years,)  and  the  molt  profitable  both  to 
himfelf  and  to  others.  And  here  efpecially  it  was,, 
that  through  his  great  and  incelfant  labours ; his 
unwearied  application  to  private  fludy  and  pub- 
lic miniftrations,  he  laid  the  foundation  of  that 
diforder,  which  at  length,  removed  him  to  ano~ 
iher  world. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Ihs  love  to  fouls , and  zeal  for  promoting  the  glory 
oj  God - 

SOME  account  of  his  endeavours  for  the  fal- 
vation  of  his  neighbour,  has  already  been 
given.  But  this  being  fo  confderable  a part  of 
his  charafter,  deferves  a more  full  confideration : 
though  it  cannot  be  told,  of  how  many  and  va- 
rious expedients  he  ferved  himfelf  for  the  con- 
verfion  of  fmners. 

He  watched  every  opportunitv;  and  was  lite- 
rally infant  in  fafon , out  of fafon  ; that  is  con- 
tinually, at  ail  times  and  places,  feeking  howr 
he  might  heft  accomplifh  the  end,  for  which 
alone  he  defired  to  live; 

The  intenfenefs  of  his  defire,  and  his  appli- 
cation to  this  one  thing,  kept  him  continually 
as  on  the  wing,  fpending,  and  being  fpent  in  this- 
behalf ; regarding  neither  reproach,  pain,  Jofs, 
nor  death  itfelf.  “ I have,  faid  he,,  but  one  life,, 
and  it  is  a hard  cafe  if  I cannot  readily  lofe  that 
for  his  fake,  who  gave  his  life  a ranfom  for 
mine,  and  for  the  life  of  the  world.  Afy  heart 
bleeds  for  the  world  which  lieth  in  the  wicked, 
one.” 
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It  was  owing  to  this  likewife,  that  he  em- 
braced every  poffible  opportunity  of  crying  a- 
loud,  in  th&  moft  confpicucus  places  of  public 
refort,  and  of.  enforcing  the  voice  of  wifdom, 
faying,  How  long  ye  fimple  ones  will yt  love Jimili - 
city,  and  /corners  delight  in  /corning,  and  fools 
hate  knowledge  ! Turn  ye  at  my  reproof ; behold  I 
will  pour  out  my  Spirit  upon  you,  I will  make 
known  my  words  unto  you , 

* Mountains,  market-places,  highways,  mea- 
dows, rooms,  pnfons,  and  fhips,  'were  the  fre- 
quent theatres  of  his  publifhing  the  gofpel  of 
peace.  And  herein  there  appeared  in  him  fome- 
thing  next  to  marvellous,  being  a living  fire,  con- 
tinually burning  in  the  love  of  God  and  man  ; 
{fill  mounting  upwards,  and  kindling  all  that 
were  capable  about  him’,  as  prone  to  fervour  and 
activity,  as  feme  are  to  cold  and  indolence.  He 
was  never  weary  of  well-doing,  nor  ever  fpoke 
flicrbtl v,  and  with  indifferent  affection  of  the 
great  God,  and  of  the  things  of  religion  ; but 
with  a ferioufnefs  and  reverence,  becoming  one 
who  by  faith  faw  the  Invifible,  and  looked  to  be 
fhor.tly  with  him  ! 

* He  was  in  truth  a mighty  adverfary  to  the 
devil’s  kingdom,  and  took  every  poffible  flep, 
which  he  judged  might,  in  any  meafure,  pro- 
mote the  honour  of  God,  to  whofe  foie  glory  he 
facrificed  himfelf,  with  all  his  labours  and  ftudies. 
It  is  fcarcelv  poffible  to  enable  a flranger  to  him 
to  conceive,  the  flow  of  his  foul,  and  energv 

of 
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of  his  fpirit  and  exprcffions  on  thefe  occafionsj: 
while  he  endeavoured  by  all  means  to  fave  foms. 
To  this  end,  he  truly  imparted,  not  the  gofpel 
of  God  only,  but  likewife  his  own  foul.  It  was 
this  noble  object  which  railed  him  above,  even 
that  attention  to  his  body,  which  it  required,  It*p 
was  truly  faid  of  him, 

He  fcorn’d  his  feeble  fiefh  to  fpa-re, 

Regardlefs  of  its  fwift  decline  ; 

His  fingle  aim,  his  ceafelefs  prayer 
To  fpread  the  righteoufaefs  divine  : 

He  truly  triumphed  in  the  crofis, 

Its  prints  as  on  his  body  fhew’d, 

Lavifli  of  life  for  Jefu's  caufe, 

Whole  blood  for  all  fo  freely  flow’d. 

The  fire  which  burned  in  his  heart  never  faid 

It  is  enough.”  And  the  fuccefs  with  which  it 
pleafcd  our  Lord  to  profper  his  labours,  was 
a conftant  motive  to  his  going  forward.  His 
defigns  of  doing  good  were  without  limits,  ef- 
teeming  himfelf  a debtor  to  all,  and  embracing 
in  affcftion,  not  lefs  than  the  whole  world. 

Riding  through.  Wales  and  finding  that,  in 
many  places  they  did  not  underhand  Englijli , 
he  felt  great  concern  on  the  occafion,  and  form- 
ed a refolution,  if  his  life  and  health  permitted, 
to  learn  the  Welch  language. 

And 
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And  it  was  given  him  not  only  to  believe,  and 
therefore  to  fpeak  for  God  ; but  alfo  to  buffer  for 
his  caufe.  But  he  rejoiced  in  his  bufferings,  and 
filled  up  that  which  is  behind  of  the  afflictions  of 
Chrift  in  his  flefli. 

’ ' Meantime  the  end , which  he  {fill  kept  in  view, 
together  with  his  frequent  reflections,  on  the 
love  of  Jefus;  the  danger  offinners  dying  with- 
out converfion  ; and  the  prefent  falvation  to 
which  they  are  entitled,  thro’ the  blood  of  the 
Lamb  : made  him  more  than  fuperior  to  every 
thing  which,  either  men,  or  the  malice  of  Satan 
could  invent  againft,  or  inflitt  upon  him. 

His  warm  heart  and  fervent  courage,  feared 
no  danger  in  the  difeharge  of  his  duty,  being 
well  afrured  that  walking  uprightly,  he  walked 
furely.  He  dreaded  not  the  faces  of  men,  but 
where  occafion  offered,  boldly  reproved  what 
he  faw  amifs  in  every  one.  Wherever  there  ap- 
peared any  probability  of  his  doing  good,  he  was 
never  hindered  by  the  profpect  of  danger. 

In  one  place,  having  preached  to  a vafl  num- 
ber of  Romo.nijis  and  others,  and  a profpeft  ap- 
pearing of  doing  much  good,  he  intended,  to  go 
again  : but  a report  prevailed  that  if  he  attempted 
it ; a great  man  would  either'  have  him  Honed, 
or  fen t to  jail.  On  this  occaGon  “ I refiefied 
(fays  he). what  God  had  done  in  former  times  for 
thofe  who  put  their  truft  in  him.  And  he  gave 
me  {Length  according  to  my  day.  I found  my 
faith  in  him  greatly  {Lengthened,  and  refoLved, 

Gmply 
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limply  to  rely  on  his  protedlion  ; not  doubting: 
but  that  he  would  hand  by  me.  So  I went  thi- 
ther and  preached  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

“ The  fear  of  man  prevented  their  giving  me 
entrance  into  their  houfes  as  before;  fo  I flood 
on  a chair  in  the  flreet,  and  thanked  God  for  the 
privilege.  They  received  the  word  without  dif- 
turbance,  and  with  joy.  On  my  return  I prayed 
at  two  houfes  in  the  way,  and  the  power  of  God 
was  greatly  in  the  midfl  of  us.  Praifed  be  God,, 
and  the  Lamb  for  ever  ! ” 

His  labours  were  indeed  much  beyond  his 
flrength  ; and  his  zeal  would  not  fuffer  hkn  to 
Land  flill  : fo  that  his  friends  were  obliged  fome- 
times  (as  Origen  s mother,  to  prevent  her  young 
fon’s  burning  with  his  father]  to  hide  his  cloaths, 
or  lock  him  in  hrs  room  in  the  morning. 

* His  whole  converfation  was  like  fire,  warm- 
ing, refrefhing,  and  comforting  all  that  were 
about  him,  and  begetting  in  their  fouls  a meafure 
of  the  fame  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the 
falvation  of  finners  which  burned  in  his  own 
breafl.  It  was  not  poffible  to  be  much  with  him, 
and  not  to  hear  difcourfes  which  bred  a detefla- 
tion  of  fin,  and  a love  of  holinefs.  To  what  pur- 
pofe  is  it  to  live  (feemed  the  motto  of  his  life) 
and  not  to  live  to  fome  good  purpofe  ? 

His  endeavours  to  do  good,  extended  to  chil- 
dren alfo.  He  fir fl,  introduced  in  many  places 
the  cuilom  of  meeting  weekly,  fuch  of  them  as 
could  attend,  in  order  to  inflruff  them  in  fuch 

truths. 
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truths,  as  their  capacity  admitted  of.  In  doing 
this  he  defined  their  parents  might  be  pieferrt 
likewife,  to  whom  his  affe£Hng  manner  of  addrefs 
was  not  lefs  ferviceable,  than  to  the  children. 

While  in  London , he  had  feveral  interview's 
with  the  Jews,  frequently  attending  their  fyna- 
gogues,  and  reafoning  with  them  ont  of  the  He- 
brew fcriptures.  And  altho’  I cannot  fay  with 
certainty  that  any  of  them  were  converted,  yet, 
fure  I am  from  eye  witnefifes,  that  they  were  not 
able  to  gain-fay  the  power  by  which  he  fpoke. 

* When  at  any  time  he  met  any  of  his  Chrif- 
tian  acquaintance,  intheflreet,  or  called  at  their 
houfes  palling  by,  he  had  always  fomething  to 
fay  by  way  of  watch-word,  which  he  left  upon 
their  minds.  Such  as,  “ Well,  let  us  hold  out 
a little  longer  ! Are  weprefiing  forward?  Let  us 
hold  fall  faith,  and  a good  confcience.  Are  we 
watching  now  unto  prayer,  and  prefiing  after 
perfeft  love  ?”  I well  remember  one  inflance  of 
the  good  effeffs  of  this,  which  a perfon  mention- 
ed to  me  fince  his  death.  “ I (hall  never  forget, 
fays  he,  a word  which  Mr.  Waljh,  taking  me  by 
the  hand  one  day,  fpoke  to  me  in  my  (hop,  ’ Tis 
ivorfe  than  death,  my  Gcd  to  love,  and  not  my 
God  alone:'  It  was  like  a nail  in  a fure  place, 
and  left  a ufeful  impreffion  ever  after.  The  gra- 
vity and  earneftnefs,  with  which  he  delivered 
thefe  kinds  of  little  memento's  to  his  friends,  car- 
ried them,  by  God's  help  to  the  heart,  and  left 
them  there.  So  that  I have  heard  feveral  of  his 

fayings, 
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fayings,  in  this  way,  called  to  remembrance, 
ftnce  his  deceafe,  by  feveraf  of  his  acquaintance. 

He  did  whatfoever  he  did  for  God,  with 
all  his- might,  fpending  his  very  life  in  every  ac- 
tion, even  as  tho’  he  fhould  merit  heaven  there- 
by, and  yet,  at  the  fame  time  defpifmg  himfelf 
as  an  unprofitable  fervant. 


C H A.  P.  VIL 

His  appfication  to  Jludy,  love  to  the  holy  fcripluresT 
and  improvement  in  divine  knowledge . 

THE  firft  materials  of  his  learning,  were  not 
very  confiderable  ; he  had  acquired  fome 
knowledge  of  Latin  in  his  childhood,  but  left  it 
off  for  the  Mathematics  : fo  that  by  the  time  he 
refumed  his  grammatical  ftudies,  he  had  almoft 
all  to  do  again.  However,  the  ftrength  of  his 
natural  capacity,  and  intenfe  application  to  fludy, 
after  his  con verfion,  foon  recovered,  what  he  had. 
loft,  with  vaft  increafe. 

From  the  time  of  his  fiift,  deep  concern, 
about  falvation,  he  read,  as  has  been  intimated, 
the  word  of  God,  with  unwearied  application  ; 
and  every  thing  elfe,_only  as  it  had  fome  refer- 
ence to  the  truths  contained  therein:  and  this 
praftice  he  continued  with!  increafing-  diligence, 
and.  delight,  till  ficknefs  difqualilied  him  for  all 

fludy. 
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ftudy.  And  to  fuch  a degree  of  eminency  did" 
he  arrive  therein,  that  I believe,  it  may  be  faid 
with  troth,  he  was  fcarce  ever  a moment  wak- 
ing, wherein  he  was  not  either  talking  of,  read- 
ing, or  meditating  on  one  truth  or  other  contain- 
ed in  holy  fcripture. 

At  firft  he  read  the  Englifi  bible  chiefly;  but" 
his  endeavours  for  the  good  of  many  of  his  ig- 
norant countrymen,  induced  him  to  read,  and 
get  well  acquainted  with  the  New  Teftament  ift 
Irifh  likewife. 

He  next  fet  himfelf,  to  underfland  the  fcrip- 
tures,  both  of  the  Old  Teftament  and  the  New, 
in  their  original.  It  was  not  till  after  he  had  ac- 
quired fome  tolerable  knowledge  of  the  Greek 
Teftament,  that  he  entered  upon  the  ftudy  of 
Hebrew.  This  was  at  London,  about  December 
i He  agreed  with  a Jew  to  inftruff  him,  at 
the  rale  of  a fhilling  an  hour.  A few  lefions  ferv- 
ed  all  the  ends  he  needed;  and  being  fully  ini- 
tiated into  the  genius  of  the  language,  he  foon 
became  as  it  were  fwallowed  up  in  it. 

The  matter  of  the  ftudy  fo  endeared  the  lan- 
guage to  him,  that  he  proceeded  therein  with  in- 
credible fwiftnefs.  He  difcovered  every  day, 
fuch  a depth  of  hidden  wifdom,  in  the  w’ritings  of 
Mojes,  and  the  prophets,  read  in  their  own 
tongue,  as  he  could  hardly  have  conceived  from 
our  tranflation,  tho’  for  the  moft  part,  deemed, 
the  beft  in  the  world. 

He- 


I 237  ] 

He  afcribcd  it  to  a fpecial  affifiance  from  hea- 
«ven,  that  the  fludy  of  the  tongue,  became  fo  eafy 
-and  pleafant.  Aud  i have  heard  him  mention 
this  very  particular  as  an  argument  (at  lead  to 
himfelfj  of  the  regard  of  heaven,  to  this fir  ft,  moll 
fimple,  and  excellent  oflanguages  ;*  in  afhfting- 
thofe  who  with  upright  minds  enquire  into  it  af- 
ter the  mind  of  God.  And  to  this  purpofe  he 
writes  as  follows. 

“ j December  20,  1736.  I fpent  the  forenoon 
in  my  fludies,  in  which  God  has,  and  does 
greatly  affifl  me-  About  this  time  twelve-month 
I could  not  read  a fentence  ol  litbrew  with  any 
•certainty,  or  conllrue  a verfe  with  readinefs. 
But  now  I can  read, my  bible  through,  and  un- 
derhand it,  almoll  as  well  as  Latin  or  Englifti. 
This  hath  God  done,  enabling  me  to  read  his 
blelfed  word  in  the  firft  and  bell  oflanguages.  O 
may  all  my  fludies  and  talents  be  devoted  to  his 
glory  !” 

* His  application  was  indeed  prodigious.  I 
have  known  him  fpend  fourteen  hours,  of  the 
four  and  twenty,  in  this  ftudy,  excepting  only 
the  intervals  of  prayer,  which  he  frequently  pour- 
ed 

* “ The  Hebrew  (fays  archbifhop  Uftar)  is  the  fitft  tongue  of 
the  world,  and  the  moft  orderly  fpcech  : in  companion  of  which 
all  other  languages  may  be  condemned  for  barbarous  confufion.” 
Sure  I ant  (lavs  an  eminent  writer)  that  it  ought  to  be  the 
lirft  language  we  are  taught,  after  we  have  learned  to  lifp  our 
own  : and  were  I worthy  to  advife,  the  oriental  dialects  fhould  fol- 
low the  Hebrew,  the  Greek  fiiouid  follow  the  Arabic,  and  the  La- 
tin be  acquired  by  converfatioa  and  reading,  in  the  lame  manner 
£s  the  modern  languages  of  Europe  are  acquired.” 
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■«d  out  for  his  blefTirrg,  whofe  infpiration  alone 
teacheth  man  true  wifdom.  He  often  intermix- 
ed a verfe  of  praife,  or  petition ; and  then, 
turning  his  face  to  the  wall,  and  lifting  up  his 
heart  and  countenance  to  heaven,  with  his  arms 
clafpt  about  his  bread:,  he  would  fland  for  fome 
time  before  the  Lord  in  folemn  recolleblion,  and 
then  return  to  his  work. 

* It  was  a rare  thing  ever  to  fee  him,  butwith 
a book  in  his  hand,  err  fpeaking  of  the  things  of 
God,  or  in  meditation.  When  in  travelling, 
he  at  any  time  dept  at  an  inn,  as  foott  as  he  was 
fhewed  to  his  chamber,  to  day  whether  for  an 
hour,  or  a night ; he  would  take  out  his  little  He- 
brew pfalter  (which  was  his  favourite  travelling 
-companion)  or  fome  other  fpiritual  book,  and 
fall  immediately  to  his  ufual  work;  unlefs  the 
time  was  taken  up  in  exhorting  the  landlord,  or 
fervants,  orinlhort,  any  he  met  with.  Accom- 
modations for  his  body  were  his  fmalleft  care; 
and  his  attention  to  thefe,  were  always,  as  it 
were  by  the  bye.  He,  like  the,  toi  toife,  had  his 
houfe  always  with  him,  and  feemed  every  where, 
and  yet  no  where  at  home,  in  this  world.  He 
purfued  his  work,  well  nigh  equally,  at  all  times, 
and  in  all  places,  fpontaneoufly  to  tend  to  God. 
Even  after  preaching,  he  has  immediately  re- 
lumed his  dudies,  (having  books  always  with 
him,)  and  this  often,  where  feveral  perfons  have 
been  talking,  or  otherwife  employed,  as  their 
occafions  required  round  about  him.  He,  dill 
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-purfued  his  work,  as  tho’  he  were  retired  in  a 
dofet : proceeding  on  the  fentiment,  that  he  had 
no  other  bufinefs  in  this  world,  than  to  pray,  and 
preach,  and  ftudy,  and  live  in  every  place,  and 
in  every  thing,  ior  God  ! 

The  frequency  of  iris  Jlated  times  of  prayer, 
were,  at  firil  efpecially,  much  interrupted  here- 
by. But  he  followed  the  light  which  he  then 
had;  and  intending  all  his  acquirements  for  the 
glory  of  God,  in  the  intered  of  fouls,  he  thought 
he  might  on  fome  occafions,  (as  one  expreiTes 
it,)  “ leave  God,  for  God.:’ 

He  was  not,  however,  without  frequent  jea’ou- 
fi.es,  left  his  intenfe  application,  even  to  this  kind 
-of  employment,  fhculd  in  any  wife,  divert  his  heart 
from  what  he  mod  prized,  namely,  clofe  atten- 
tion to  Jefus.  After  a while  therefore,  hating 
mattered  the  main  difficulties  in  his  work,  lus 
application  became  much  more  moderate.  He 
be°an  to  “ Learn  well  to  know,  how  much  need 
not  be  known.” 

* One  day  he  writes  as  follows.  “ I was  all 
day  clofe’y  employed  at  dudy.  But  I fear  i love 
my  books  too  much.  It  is  true  my  ftudies  relate 
to  the  word  of  God:  But  I often  .find  my  mind 
carried  out  in  defire  after  languages,  arts  and 
feiences ; yet  I fee  the  vanity  of  every  thing, 
when  feparate  from  God  : to  be.  fit  re,  I prize  the 
knowledge  of  Chrift  c?  ucifitd  above  all  o.net 
knowledge.  To  imitate  his  w-tfdom,  .goodnefs, 
rceeknefs,  patience  and  love  : alas ! what  are  He- 
brew, 
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threw,  Greek,  Latin,  Logic,  Metaphyfics,  every 
thing  to  this!  What  is  any  thing  to  the  love  of 
Jefus  ! O that  fweet  peace  of  confidence,  and 
contentment  of  mind ; which  arife  from  redemp- 
tion in  his  blood  1 O Lord,  thou  knoweft  that  I 
defire  to  be  great  in  thy  grace  ; to  be  armed  with 
thy  armour.  My  foul  longs  to  rife  above  thefe 
little,  tranfitory  things.  I fain  would  relt  in 
thee  ! I thirft  for  the  divine  life.  1 pray  for  the 
fpirit.of  illumination.  I call  my  foul  upon  Jefus 
Oirilt,  the  God  of  glory,  and  Redeemer  of  tire 
world.  I defire  to  be  conformable  unto  him; 
his  friend,  fervant,  difciple,  and  facrifice!  Come 
now  my  Jefus ! See  the  longings  of  my  foul,  and 
finiflr  the  work  there.” 

* From  hence  may  be  gathered  both,  what  was 
the  fpirit  of  the  man,  and  the  tendency  of  his' 
fludies.  He  defined  to  know  : but  it  was  God, 
and  the  things  of  God,  which  he  propofed  to 
himfelf,  as  the  foie  matter  of  his  knowledge.  For 
altlio’  he  read  occafionally  both  logic  and  meta- 
phyfics,  hiftory,  and  natural  philofophy,  yet  it 
was  all  with  reference  to  his  one  grand  point. 
Whatever  treafures  he  gathered  from  abroad  in 
thefe,  or  in  any  other  way  ; as  the  indufirious 
bee,  collecting  her  fweets  from  different  flowers, 
depofits  all  in  one  hive;  fo  he  reduced,  and 
made  all  his  attainments  fubfet  vient  to,  the  word 
of  God,  and  acquaintance  with  Jefus,  as  his 
central  point. 

And 
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And -his  fear,  left  in  any  tiling  he  ifhould  de- 
viate from  this,  had  much  influence  on  the  re- 
gulation of  his  ftudies.  He  well  knew,  that  to 
have  a heart  always  at  leifure  for  God,  attentive 
to  his  teaching,  and  obedient  to  his  dictates,  is 
the  great  thing  to  which  every  defign  muft  give 
place;  and  that  the  heart  is  capable  of  being  over- 
charged,  with  things,  in  fome  refpefts,  lawful  and 
excellent,  -as  with  forfeiting  and  drunkennefs,  or 
cares  of  this  life  ; all  of  which  are  therefore,  to 
be  as  carefully  guarded  againft. 

And  perhaps  there  are  few  things  by  which 
the  fpirit  of  darknefs,  fo  ferves  himfelf,  among 
the  thinking  world,  as  by  this  very  particular ; 
'diverting  the  mind  from  proper  application  to 
the  one  thing  needful , not  indeed  by  things  fen- 
fual,  or  immoral,  which  they  abhor,  and  would 
perhaps  be  fhocked  at  the  thought  oi ; but  by 
things,  in  fome  refpefis  innocent,  and  plaufi- 
ble,  if  not  ncceflary  : it  may  be  by  curious  fpe- 
culations  on  government,  the  works  of  nature 
or  grace,  and  ideal  purfuits  of  various  kinds. 

* Btfliop  Taylor  mentions  it  as  a faying  of  Oegi- 
dius,  “ an  old,  and  Ample  woman  who  loves 
Jefus,  may  he  greater  than  was  brother  Bonad- 
renture.'  And  inafmuch  as  the  giving  our  whole 
heart  to  God,  is  that,  without  which,  nothing 
in  religion  is  available  ; if  this  be  not  done,  is  it 
not  the  fame  thing,  whether  it  be  through  gazing 
at  the  ftars,  catching  of  butterflies,  or  commit- 
ting adultery?  The  death  of  the  body  is  as  fully 
aflcfted  by  the  prick  of  a lancet,  as  by  the  ftroke 
Vol,  XL  L of 
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of  a cannon-ball.  And,  to  fuch  alas,  as  procure 
the  lofs  of  their  own  foul,  how  little  difference 
does  it  make,  whether  it  was  done  by  the  crimes, 
of  the  groffeft  kind,  or,  by  what  the  flattery  of 
felf-love,  and  a miftaken  world  call  little  things . 
He  was  throughly  fenfible  of  his  danger  in  this 
refpeft,  andbegan  toregulate  hirpfelf  accordingly. 

He  found  towards  the  concl'ufion  of  his  ftudies 
in  particular,  that  more  tiue  wifdom  is  obtained 
from  God,  by  prayer  and  holy  meditation  in  one 
hour,  than  from  the  application  of  years  to  folio 
volumes;  and  therefore  efteemed  one  ftngle 
fentiment,  gained  in  this  manner,  of  more  value 
than  a thoufand  fpeculations  acquired  by  mere 
dint  of  fludy  in  the  way  of  human  fcience.  He 
perceived  well  the  difference  which  there  is  be- 
tween ftudying  barely  to  in fi.ru ft  others,  (which 
in  its  place,  is  alfo  right  and  neceflary)  and 
ftudying  to  perfeft  one's  felf,  to  produce  that  pu- 
rity, and  difengagement  which  is  abfolutely  ne- 
celfary  to  receive  the  true  light  of  the  holy  Spi- 
rit. “ The  fecrets  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  are 
not  underfiood  thoroughly,  but  by  the  fons  of 
the.  kingdom,  and  by  them,  too  in  feveral  de- 
grees, God  dillributing  to  every  one  feveraiivas 
he  willed)  ; but  to  fuch  as  know  not  God,  the 
whole  fyfiem  of  this  wifdom  is  infipid  and  flat,  if 
not  totally  rejefted,  dull  as  the  foot  of  a rock, 
and  unlearned  as  the  elements  of  our  mother 
tongue.  But  fo  are  mathematics  to  a Scythian 
boar,  and  raufic  to  a camel.” 
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* His  fettled  manner  now  was,  to  aflign  the 
morning  wholly  to  the  reading,  fir  ft  a chapter  out' 
ofthe  Old  Teftament,  and  frequently  fome  of  the 
pfalms  in  Hebrew.  Then  he  read,  and  digeft 
fome  part  of  bis  Greek  Teftament.  His  manner 
of  doing  this,  took  him  up  great  part  of  the  fore- 
noon : and  afterwards,  he  read,  wrote,  or  was 
otherwife  employed  as  occafions  direCted.  He 
frequently  had  fome  perfons  to  vifit  him  for  in- 
ftru&ion  in  fome  point  of  learning  ; chiefly  in 
Hebrew.  Two  or  three  young  men  of  Cambridge, 
at  different  times,  being  in  town,  and  knowing 
him,  chofe  to  be  initiated  by  him  in  the  Hebrew 
tongue.  He  was  conflantly  as  communicative 
as  receptive  of  inftru&ion,  withholding  nothing 
from  any  one,  that  he  thought  might  be  ufeful 
to  them. 

He  read  the  fcriptures  in  order;  beginning  a 
book,  and  going  thro’  with  it  regularly;  fixing 
at  the  fame  time  upon  fuch  parts,  as  had  molt 
immediate  reference  to  the  doctrines  and  pre- 
cepts of  the  gofpel-flate  of  things ; which  he  not 
only  read  mod  frequently,  but  likewife  commit- 
ted to  memory.  * And  the  degree  of  perfection 
to  which  he  arrived  in  this  particular,  was  really 
furprifing.  His  acquaintance  with  the  letter  of 
fcripture,  and  his  retentive  memory,  fupplied 
him  as  with  a conflant  concordance.  And  I be- 
lieve there  was  not  a remarkable  paffage,  hiilori- 
rical,  doCtrinal,  or  preceptive,  from  Genejis  to  the 
Revelation,  which  he  could  not,  cn  the  bare 
mention  of,  turn  to  immediately. 
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“ Thy  word  (fays  he)  O Lord,  I have  for 
mine  inheritance  for  ever.  It  is  the  joy  of  iny 
heart,  and  of  more  value  to  me  than  millions  of 
worlds.  O God,  give  me  underflanding,  that 
I may  keep  thy  law  ! But  let  my  whole  depen- 
dance  be  in  Jefu’s  merits.  He  is  my  advocate. 
Only  by  faith  in  him  I Hand.  He  is  my  fure 
refuge,  and  portion,  in  the  land  of  the  living  ! 

Being  at  fea  one  time,  and  the  weather  be- 
coming extremely  tempefrucus,  the  mariners 
themfelves  were  appreheulive  of  death.  He  in 
like  manner  expended  the  fame,  and  put  into  his 
bofom,  a fmall  bible  which  he  had  with  him, 
refolving  that  what  he  fo  loved  in  life,  ffiouhl 
not  be  parted  from  him  even  in  death.  Such 
was  his  love  to,  and  lingular  efleem  for  the 
word  ot  God. 

In  this  manner  it  was,  that  he  became  in  truth, 
a feribe,  well  inftrufted  to  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  and  brought  out  of  - the  treafury  of 
his  heart- experience,  the  old  and  new,  and 
deep  things  of  the  word  of  Jehovah.  It  was 
from  this  fountain  he  derived  his  ideas,  fen- 
timents  and  expreffions,  on  all  occafions ; 
explaining  do&rines,  enforcing  duties  and 
refolving  difficulties,  well  nigh,  altogether 
in  feripture  words.  The  J'pirit  of  wiflom  fo 
refled  upon  him,  that  there  was  nothing  -of 
a divine  nature,  which  occurred  to  his  own 
mind,  or  uras  propofed  to  him  by  others,  refpeft- 
ing  doctrines,  experience,  or  practice,  of  which 
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hs  could  not  fpeak  with  convincing  clearneis 
and  fatisfaftlon. 

He  had  a lingular  faculty  for  throwing  light 
upon  doubtful  cafes  ; and  it  was  not  unufual 
with  him,  hy  two  or  three  words  to  fetto  rights, 
and  entirely  quiet  the  minds  of  perfons,  per- 
plexed before,  about  points  of  dodlrine,  or  ex- 
perience. A moll  remarkable  indance  of  this 
I remember  to  have  known  in  Ireland:  a per- 
fon  who  was  greatly  embarralTed  in  his  mind 
concerning  a point  in  religion,  which  appeared 
to  him  of  great  importance,  and  who  had  receiv- 
ed no  fatisfaftion  from  all  his  former  refearches 
on  the  head,  came  to  Mr.  IValJh , and  related 
the  mattter  to  him;  which  having  heard,  he 
only  alked  one  quedion,  requiring  the  perfon  to 
anfwer.  And  whether  it  was,  that  God,  juft 
then  {hone  upon  the  man’s  foul,  and  by  his  im- 
mediate light  folved  the  difficulty  ; or  whether 
it  Was  through  mere  rational  conviftion,  refulting 
from  the  arguments  implied  in  his  quedion, 
I know  not  ; but  he  was  indantly  fatisfied,  and 
being  convinced  of  his  former  midake,  had, 
no  further  uneafinefs  on  the  head. 

His  infight  into  the  invidble  world,  fo  realized 
to  him  things  to  come,  that  he  fpake  of  them  as. 
one  who  both  heard  and  faw  them.  And  they 
had  their  proportionable  induence  on  the  whole 
of  his  behaviour.  He  a£led  as  in  the  immediate 
prefence  of  God  ; and  thus  went  on  reading 
and  meditating  day  and  night,  in  the  law  of  his 
L g God  ; 
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God  ; and  devouring,  ILke  another  Ezekiel,  the 
whole  divine  volume. 


CHAP.  VIII. 

His  manner  of  preaching. 

ATM  his  fermons  eonfifted  'chiefly,  of  a 
number  of  well  chofen  texts  oi  fcripture, 
fuited  to  theparticularfubje&on  which  he  treated, 
andwhich,  he,  forthe  moftpart,  cited  with  both  the 
chapter  and  verfe.  He  had  in  this  manner  formed, 
as  it  were,  a body  of  divinity  in  his  head,  which, 
was  a kind  of  {fore  houfe  of  his  fermons.  Time 
and  experience  however,  brought  him  off  from 
the  cuftom  of,  fo  particularly  citing  the  places  of 
the  fcriptures,  he  made  ufe  of;  unlefs  where 
he  judged  it  fingularly  ufeful,  both  for  the  con- 
viffion  and  fatisfa&ion  of  the  hearers. 

* A conftant  courfe  of  reading,  much  conver- 
fation  with  the  children  of  God,  and  the  acquain- 
tance, which  a life  of  faith,  meditation  and 
prayer,  gave  him  with  God,  and  with  the  moti- 
ons of  his  own  foul,  greatly  extended  his  views 
into  divine  things  in  general ; and  furnifhed  him 
with  variety  of  fubjefls  for  the  edification  and 
comfort  of  the  church  of  God  : fo  that  in  the 
lafl  two  or  three  years  of  his  courfe,  his  fermons 
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had  in  them  depth,  and  folidity,  far  beyond  thofe 
of  his  former  years. 

The  flate  of  his  own  heart,  had  much  influ- 
ence on  the  particular  fubjetls  of  his  fermons  : 
as  is  furely  the  cafe  with  all,  to  whom  preach- 
ing is  not  a mere  bufinefs  of  courfe  : but  on  the 
contrary,  an  affair  of  the  weightieft  importance 
in  the  world,  requiring  the  deepeft  attention  and 
moll  circumfpeQ  walking.  He  knew  that  the 
words  of  an  unfeeling  heart,  are  but  empty 
founds ; and  that  although  they  might  pleafe  for 
the  prefent,  they  rarely  profit  the  hearers.  And 
it  was  on  this  account,  that  attending  conflantiy 
to  the  motions  of  his  own  foul,  he  hardly  ever 
preached  a fermon,  without  conveying  nearly 
the  like  fenfations  to  others,  whether  of  deep 
contrition  of  fpirit,  holy  mourning,  or  fpiritual 
joy,  which  he  felt  in  his  own  foul. 

“ When,  fays  he,  I am  in  heavinefs,  I am 
led  to  fpeak  chiefly  of  trials  ; when  lively  and 
fervent,  I am  led  to  fpeak  of  the  comforts  of 
believers  ; and  when  I am  hungering  and 
thirfling  after  righteoufnefs,  I prefs  upon  others 
to  cleanfe  themfelves  from  all  filthinefs  of 
fleflr  and  fpirit,  and  to  perfeft  holinefs.  And 
hence  I learn,  ill.  How  needful  it  is  for  a 
preacher  to  be  in  aright  fpirit  himfelf,  whenever 
he  fpeaks  to  others.  And,  2dly,  The  wifdom 
of  God,  in  fo  ordering,  that  every  foul  might 
receive  its  portion  of  the  viil'k  of  the  word  in 
due  feafon.” 
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* All  his  fermcns  might  be  truly  laid  to  be  hi* 
own  from  God.  He  hole  not  the  word  from  his 
neighbour,  norcatched  at  trivial  incidents  to  fur- 
mfh  him  with  an  hour  s dtfcourfe.  His  heart  was 
a treafury  well  furnilhed,  infomuch  that  he  was 
never  at  a lofs  for  lomething  in  feafon  : even 
fometimes  when  he  has  been To-taken  up  with 
other  parts  of  his  calling,  as  not  to  have  the  leaft 
time  {ox  preparing  to  preach  ; yet  the  pourings 
out  of  his  feeling  foul,  evidenced  themfelves  to 
waiting  hearts,  to  be  of  God. 

* There  was  nothing  whining,  light,  or  trivial 
in  his  difcourfes ; nothing  put  on  ; nothing  that 
could  excite  levity,  much  lefs  laughter ; but  ra- 
ther, and  which  was  commonly  the  cafe,  groans 
and  tears  and  cries.  His  fermons  had  in  them 
fuch  a depth  of  divine  truth,  confirmed  by  the 
word  of  God,  -with  fuch  a greatnefs  and  majefty 
as  begot  in  the  hearers  an  awe  and  reverence, 
which  removed  far  away,  all  petulancy  and 
thoughtlefs  irreverence  of  fpirit : and  produced 
in  many  a folemnity  and  attention  of  foul,  be- 
coming thofe  who  hear  difcourfes  for  life,  or 
death  eternal.  To  all  of  which,  his  grave  and 
mortified  countenance,  contributed  not  a little. 
In  fhort  his  wdiole  behaviour  in  the  pulpit  was 
fuch,  as  became  a meffenger  of  God,  put  in 
trull  with  the  miniftry  of  reconciliation. 

His  difcourfes  were  fuited  to  give  a portion  to 
everyone,  as  their  need  required;  milk  for  babes, 
and  for  ftronger  men,  flronger  meat : though 
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dill  they  had  this  tendency,  with  regard  to  all, 
to  excite  people’s  hearts  to  the  pure  love  of  God. 
* And  although  he  preached  faith  in  Chrijl  as  the 
only  way,  of  obtaining  all  the  good  things  of 
grace  and  glory,  yet  he  did  it  in  fuch  a manner 
as}j  effeftually  to  guard  it  againd  the  abufe  of  li- 
bertines, who  turn  the  freenefs  of  the  grace  of 
God,  into  an  occafion  of  wantonnefs;  who  while 
they  promife  liberty  to  others,  are,  at  the  fame 
time  fervants  of  corruption.  Perfons  of  this  cha- 
ra£ler  could  not  in  the  lead;  ferve  themfelves 
from  his  difcourfes;  in  every  one  of  which  he 
fo  preached  faith  in  Clirid,  as  to  efablijh  the  law , 
in  its  true  fcnfe,  that  is,  to  fecure  all  the  intereds 
of  genuine  holinefs,  both  in  heart  and  life  ; all 
the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs  ; the  mod  rigorous  re- 
gard to  mens  duty  to  God,  their  neighbour,  and 
themfelves. 

When  he  fird  began  to  preach,  his  chief  ta- 
lent feemed  to . be  for  quickening  fuch  as.  were 
dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins;  for  terrifying  carelefs 
dinners  with  the  dread  of  God’s  judgments, 
alarming  them,  as  it  were,  to  dee  from  the  wrath 
to  come..  It  was  tuly  faid  of  him, 

“ He  fierce  on  the  Philidines  dies, 

Compels  the  captives  to  come  in  j 
Spoils  Satan  of  his  lawful  prize, 

And  tears  them  from,  the  toils  of  find1 
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His  courage  and  refolution  in  this,  were  fuch 
as  are  rarely  to  be  found.  He  judged,  that  there 
was  nothing  more  likely  to  pull  down  the  ftrong 
holds  of  Satan,  than  to  lay  the  axe  to  the  root  of 
fin  ; and  in  all  his  fermons.,  he  ever  ufed  to  dif- 
cover  its  deteftable  nature,  preffing  upon  the 
confcience,  an  entire  purgation  from  dead  works. 
And  he  did  it  in  fuch  a manner  as  often  pierced 
the  very  joints  and  marrow  of  his  hearers. 

It  was  eafy  to  difcover  in  him  likewife,  the 
utmoff  impartiality.  Knowing  that  he  was  to  de- 
liver his  Lord’s  meffage,  he  fpared  no  man  from 
any  human  regards  : but  boldly  detefling  their 
fin,  commended  himfelf  to  every  man’s  confci- 
ence in  thejight  of  God. 

And  yet,  his  zeal  was  tempered-  with  wifdom 
and  difcretion  for  notwithftanding  his  preffing  ve- 
hemently upon  the  confcience  of  his  hearers,  in 
all  his  fermons,  yet  (although  fome  were  fome- 
times  offended)  they  were  never  able  to  refill  the 
authority  by  which  he  fpake. 

But  it  was  not  as  a Boanerges,  a fon  of  thun- 
der only,  that  he  excelled.  His  own  happy  ex- 
perience, of  the  forgiving,  healing,  and  com- 
forting virtue  of  the  blood  of  Jefus  ; together 
with  his  mighty  acquaintance  with  the  promifes 
of  life  in  him,  fitted  him  for  adminiftring  com- 
fort, and  much  encouragement  to  the  weary,, 
and  the  heavy-laden  with  fin.  To  fuch;  he  was. 
in  truth,  a fon  of  confolation  ; his  lips  dropped, 
fweetnefs  to  theta,  as  the  honey-comb. 

* O 
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* O God,  how  many  a bleeding  wound  haft 
thou  made  him  an  inftrument  of  healing,  by 
pouring  into  the  hearts  of  the  difconfolate,  the 
wine  and  oil  of  the  gofpel,  in  a rich  profufion  of 
thofe  precious,  golden  promifes,  which  being  rati- 
fied to  us  by  the  holy  blood  of  thy  dear  Son, 
are  all  yea,  and  amen  in  him,  to  thine  eternal 
glory ! Yes, 

“ Refrefhing,  foft,  as  vernal  fhowers. 

His  word,  on  weary  finners  falls. 

Or,  like  the  rapid  torrent  pours. 

While  fouls  to  Jefu's  blood  he  calls!” 

* It  was  fcarcely  poffible  for  the  moll  icy,  and 
rocky  heart,  to  remain  long  fo  under  his  moving 
and  authoritative  difcourfes,  laid  home  to  the 
confcience,  by  the  fword  of  the  Spirit,  which, 
like  the  flaming  fword  in  paradife,  turned  every 
way,  to  every- heart.  And  accordingly,  it  was  a 
very  rare  thing  for  him  ever  to  preach  a fermon,  , 
without  fending  fome  away,  either  broken-heart- 
ed, rejoicing  in  God,  or  increafed  more  or  lefs, 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  Crucified. 

* Towards  the  latter  part  of  his  progrefs,  the 
two  lafh  years  of  his  life  efpecially,  the  whole 
bent  of  his  foul,  his  reading,  meditations,  pray- 
er, converfation  and  preaching,  tended  altoge- 
ther, to  the  deep  things  of  God,  (i  Gor.  li.  io.j 
the  fo  perfe&ly  loving  him,  with  all  the  capaci- 
ty of  the  foul  and  body,  a3  the  ftate.  of  huma- 
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nity  can  admit.  The  entire  falvation  of  God, 
from  all  fin,  to  all  the  mind  that  was  in  Chrifl.  Je- 
fus,  was  now  his  conftant,  and  molt  beloved 
theme,  both  in  public  and  private.  And  he  omit- 
ted nothing  which  might  either  inform  his  judg- 
ment, or  affeft  his  own,  or  the  hearts  of  others, 
in  reference  to  this  molt  intereflin^  concern  of 
the  children  of  God. 

* His  thoughts  on  the  head  became  therefore 
thoroughly  digefted;  fo  that  there  was  hardly  an. 
objefiion  which  either  Satan,  men,  or  the  heart 
of  unbelief  could  bring  againft  it,  for  which  he  had 
not  a convincing  anfwer.  His  oztn  heart- acqaint- 
ance  therewith,  will  be  feen  from  a fubfequent 
account  of  his  experience.  . The  light  which  he 
had  into  the  nature,  and  his  fervent  manner  of 
enforcing  the  worth,  and  neceffity  of  Chiihian 
holinefs,-  was  one  great  means  of  enkindling,  in 
the  hearts  of  many,  that  fire  of  pure  love,  to 
God  and  man,  which  has  fince  his  death  likewife, 
increafed  more  abundantly,  and  Hill  burns  (O 
■may  it  ever  burn  !)  amongfl:  us,  to  the  greater 
glory  of  God.  Only  fuch  as  were  experi- 
mental witnefies  of  it,  having  a true  reliOi 
■for  things  ^f  fo  high  a nature,  am  rightly  con- 
ceive of  the  abilities,  with  which  God  endowed 
him,  for  this  pait  of  his  work;  of  the  manner' 
in  which,  he. 

With  flrength  and  utterance  from  above 
Urg'd  on  the  faints  thro’  grace  forgiven, 

To  fcaie  the  mount  of  holieft  love, 

To  feize  the  brightefi  throne  in  heaven! 

In 
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In  all  his  difcourfes  on  the  fubjeft,  he  as-muct® 
as  may  be,  carefully  avoided  his  own  words,  botb 
in  explaining,  and  enforcing  its  nature,  extern* 
and  the  means  of  attaining  thereto.  He  did  it 
in  the  words  which  the  Holy  Ghoft  teacheth,  ex- 
plaining thofe  (pi ritual  things*  with  fpiritual 
words:  (i .-Cor.  ii.  1 g-.)  while  in  the  mean  time, 
his  fervent  and  affefting  manner  of  urging  them, 
and  indeed  every  other  part  of  the . doSrine  of 
falvation,  commanded, 

t:  Audience  and  attention,  flill  as  night 

Gr  hummers  noon-tide  air.” 

He  had  not,  it  mull  be  acknowledged,  atlealb 
he  had  but  little  made  ufe  of,  the  art  of  preaching  t 
not  indeed  that  he  was  ignorant  of  fuch  rules  as, 
orators  lay  down  for  ordering,  and  conducing, 
public  difcourfes.  His  knowledge  both  of 
gic  and  Rhetoric  was  far  from  being  inconfider- 
able.  He  had  both  read,  and  in  fome  good  de- 
gree, d igefted  the  principles  of  both.  But  the 
eagernefs  with  which  he  proceeded  in  his  work 
and  the  rapid  flow  of  his  foul,  fending  forth  its 
good  matter , not  like  the  diftillrng  of  a whter-pof, 
but  as  a plentiful  fliower  from  the  heavens,  wa- 
tering deep  and  wide  all  around,  did  not  fuffer 
him  to  attend,  with  exaftnefs,  to  fuch  niceties 
in  compofition  or  delivery  : nay,  even  prevent- 
ed that  moderation,  as  to  the  length,  and  manner 
of  delivering  his  difcourfes,  which  would  have 

been 
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Seerr  much  more  eafy  to  himfelf,  and  to  hi* 
audience,  many  of  them  being  often  in  pain  for 
him. 

* Yet  afterwards,  when  the  repeated  advice  of 
his  friends,  and  the  neceflity  of  his  conflitution, 
obliged  him  to  a more  flow,  and  deliberate  man- 
ner, fome  afcribed  it  to  (what  they  called,  his 
want  of  power',  fuch  is  the  folly  and  weaknefs 
of  many,  in  their  fentiments  with  regard  to  this 
particular  ! How  common  is  it  to  imagine,  that 
the  prefence  and  power  of  the  Spirit  of  God, 
and  that  influence  by  which  fouls  are  awakened, 
juftified,  or  built-up  in  holinefs,  depends  upon 
the  loudnefs  of  the  preacher’s  voice,  or  the 
fwiftnefs  of  his  expreffion  ? In  other  words, 
apon  the  ftrength  of  a man’s  lungs-,  and  it  may 
be,  the  aflurance  of  his  geflure  and  utterance. 
A fentiment  not  more  flrange  to  the  truly  wife, 
than  it  is  common  with  many.  As  though  noife,. 
and  animal  aSivity  fliould  b;  dignified  with  the 
names  of  fpirit  and  power,  and  the  want  of  them 
afcribed  to  drynefs,  deadnefs  and  formality  1 
Strictly  fpeaking  indeed,  there  is  no  wcfjary  di- 
vine power  in  any  man’s  manner  of  fpeaking, 
whether  loud  or  low,  fwiflly  or  foftly.  It 
is  the  Spirit  that  qmckeneth,  and  as  he  pleafeth  ; 
and  it  may  be  queflioned,  whether  effects  that 
have  been  fometiraes  produced,  by  a loud,  ve- 
liemeht,  and  overbearing  maimer  of  fpeaking, 
were  not  in  great  meafure  merely  mechanical,  if 
act  of  Satan  himfelf,  to  cad  an  odium  upon  the 

work. 
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work  of  God.  In  truth  the  moil  fubftantiaf,  ge- 
nuine effe&s  of  the  gofpel  mini  dry,  arife,  from 
its  delivery,  not  with  noife  and  human  vehe- 
mence, (which  often  rather  calls  off  the  mind 
from  the  inward  life  and  communion  with 
God  :)  but  with  didinft  calmnefs-,  and  wife  deli- 
beration. 

There  may  often  be  a drongwind,  an  earthquake, 
and  fire  ; but  the  Lord  is  irt  the fill,  fmnll  voice , 
(1  Kings  xi#.  n.  12.J  and  thofe  are  only  in  or- 
der to  this.  His  word,  it  is  true,  is  a fword,. 
and  a hammer,  which  wounds  and  breaks  human 
hearts  in  pieces-;  and  any  one's  manner  of  fpeak- 
ino-  contributes  towards  this-fo  far  as  it  is-  to  be 

O 

commended.  But  confidered  independently  of 
this  (which  is  too  often  the  cafe)  the  loudnefs 
of  a man’s  voice  is  im  reality  no  better  than  the 
blowing;  of  a trumpet,  or  the  found  of  a drum. 
Not  by  might , cr  by  pezotr,  but  by  my  Spirit , 
J'aith  the  Lord  of  kofs.  What  is  here  intended,, 
is-  nakedly  to  reprefent  a common  midake,  in> 
in  order  to  its  removal. 

His  fermons  were  feldom  lefs-  than  an  hour 
long;  and  yet,  had  in  them  fuch  an  agreeable 
variety,  that  they  were  rarely,  if  ever  tedious,, 
ynlefs-  to  fuch  as  wanted  a favour  for  the  things- 
of  God.. 

He  was  always  at  the  conclufion,  in  a bath  of 
fweat.  And  the  place  of  preaching  being  often 
at  fome  didance  from  his  lodging,  his  fuddenly 
growing  cold,  again,  was  one  reafon  of  the  fre- 
quency 
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fluency  of  the  fevers  which  he  had  from  time  to 
time,  during  his  whole  life  of  public  labour. 

He  often  refolved  before  he  began  to  preach, 
to  reilrain  the  rapidity  of  his  fpirit,  but  in  vain  : 

The  fword  (as  he  once  faid  to  me)  being  too 
keen  for  the  fcabbard.”  The  fervour  of  his 
foul  broke  through  all  his  refolutions,  but  walled 
at  the  fame  time,  the  very  fprings  of  life,  which 
he  felt  immediately  afterwards. 

With  regard  to  the  manner  of  his  preparing 
for  fermons,  he  feemed  to  keep  between  the  two 
extremes,  neglect  of  all  actual,  previous  prepa- 
ration, and  a dry  fcholallic  compofition  of  exaft 
materials.  To  have  no  regard  to  the  matter, 
and  manner  of  his  difcourfes  before  .hand,  under 
the  pretence  of  depe.udance  upon  heaven,  for 
immediate  influence  and  utterance,  he  judged  to 
be  rank  enthufiafm  ; and  often,  a cloke.  for  a 
lazy,  indolence  of  fpirit ; on  account,  of  which, 
nonfenfe  has  been  too  often  dignified  with  the 
facred  names  of  infpiralion  and  power.  And  yet, 
he  judged  it  alike  culpable,  to  feek  after  and 
trull  to  mere  dry  human  flcill,  in  fixing;  upon, 
heads,  and  taking  fuch  meafures,  as  to  preach 
only  ones  felf,  independant  as  it  were,  on  the 
quickening,  enlighting  prefence  of  the  Holy 
Ghojl,  without  which  ail  preaching  and  all  hear- 
ing are  vain. 

* He  prayed  and  fludied,  and  lludied  and 
prayed  again,  going  always  (unlefs  necelfity  pre- 
vented) from  his  clofet  and  off  his  knees,  into 

the 
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the  pulpit.  But  when  he  came  there,  he  gave 
himfelf  up  wholly  into  the  hands  of  God,  to  be 
afluated  and'  ufed  by  him,  in  all’ refpecls,  as 
might  be  moll  for  his  glor}T.  And  it  was  glori- 
ous and  wonderful,  to  fee  the  good  effefts,  whicn 
were  produced  at  thofe  limes,  by  the  words  of 
God  flowing  from  his  lips,  and  entering  into  the 
heart,  without  indeed  the  ornaments  of  fludied 
eloquence,  but  in  their  native  majeffy  and  fim» 
plicity;  fuch  as  they  are  in  themfelves,  and  as 
he  himfelf  relifhed  them.  One  circumflance  re- 
lating to  his  manner,  was,  that  he  almolt  always 
begun,  and  in  general  concluded  his  fermons 
with  a text  of  fcripture  : but  fo  judicioufly  cho- 
fen,  as  feldom  failed  to  touch  the  heart,  and  fre- 
quently to  caff  light  on  the  whole  fubjeft. 

One  might  eaffly  gather  from  his  way  of 
preaching,  how  fenfible  he  was  of  a miffake  in 
many  preachers,  who  content  themfelves,  flip- 
pofmg  there  be  but  demonjiration  in  their  fer- 
mons, that  (hey  have  fpoken  things  which  can- 
not be  gainfay’d.  Whereas  if  there  be  nothing 
more  than  clearnefs  of  demonftration,  it  may 
indeed  be  faid  to  the  preacher,  thou  prcciciiefl 
zoell ; but  what  then?  Who  are  quickened  in 
their  purfuit  of  God  and  heaven  ? Who  hates  his 
fins  ? Or  who  loves  God  the  more  for  your  dif- 
eourfe  ? Now  where  thefe  are  not  to  be  found, 
may  not  a finner  as  well  be  hearkening  to  a 
mathematician  demonffrating  Euclid's  elements* 
as  to  a preacher  preaching  thus  ? 


It  was  far  from  fatisfying  him  that  his  fermons 
had  in  them  fufficient  demonllration.  Still  retain- 
ing  in  mind,  vVhat  is  the  end  of  preaching, 
bringing  fouls  acquainted  with,  and  building 
them  up  in  God;  he  rated  his  fermons  accord- 
ingly : and  for  the  more  effectual  promotion  of 
of  this,  fludied  to  be  well  acquainted  with  all  the 
motions  of  the  human  heart,  pointing  his  dif- 
courfes  there  continually;  laying  hold,  as  it 
were  of  its  very  inmoft  thoughts,  and  with  the 
dinners  own  weapons,  flaying  the  enemies  of  his 
falvation.  He  applied  to  the  con  cience  at 
every  turn,  and  after  having  at  any  time  demonf- 
trated  a peculiarly  interelling  truth  of  a general 
nature,  he  always  took  care  to  make  it  a perfo- 
nal  thing,  by  queftioning  the  heart  of  every  one 
concerning  their  part  therein.  He  frequently  in- 
troduced, by  way  of  comparifon,  many  of  the 
incidental  occurrences  in  life,  things  refpefting 
callings,  families,  and  a thoufand  little  matters, 
by  which  the  great  concerns  of  the  foul  enter 
more  deeply  and  fenfibly  into  the  minds  of  the 
common  people.  I have  heard  a woman  of 
known  integrity  fay,  that  intending  one  evening 
to  have  hisjudgment,  after  preaching  on  feveral 
particulars,  which  were  a weight  to  her  mind  ; 
he  fo  anticipated  every  obje&ion,  and  anfwered 
them  in  the  fermon,  that  ftie  needed  no  farther 
enquiry. 

* It  was  ufual  with  him  in  his  fermons,  to 
propofe  and  anfwer  divers  cafes  of  confcience, 

which 


C 2t>9  ] 

which  was  an  inexpreffiblc  fatisfaflion  to  many,- 
Jn  defcribing  of  vices  (for  which  he  was  emi- 
nently remarkable)  he  did  not  fo  much  dwell  up- 
on the  viceitfelf  ab  drafted  !y,  as  he  fhewed'  the 
perfons  to  themfelves,  who  were  guilty  thereof 
and  reprefented  the  unavoidable  danger  of  fuch 
as  lived  and  died  therein.  It  was  not  fo  much 
pride,  envy , anger,  lujl,  drunkenncfs , J wearing , 
and  the  like,  which  he  painted  in  their  deferable 
not ure,  (though  he  did  thisalfo;  ) but  his  drift  at 
fuch  times,  was  to  defcribe  the  proud,  the  envi- 
eus,  the  angry,  and  the  lujlful  man  ; to  alarm 
the  drunkard,  and  the  fwearer,  &c.  as  with  the 
voice  of  thunder,  to  efcape  for  their  lives.  The 
moil  guilty  perfon  can  fit  and  hear  his  vice  de- 
fcribed,  with  compofure  enough  ; but  the  confid- 
ence of  a finner  cannot  fo  eafily  efcape,  when 
the  preacher  fpeaking  as  it  were  to  one  perfon, 
(though  without  particularizing  any)  charges  it 
home,  Thou  art  the  man.  It  was  in  this  way 
that  his  fermons  were,  by  the  grace  of  God,  ef- 
fectual to  the  awakening  and  converting  of  fo- 
many. 

His  whole  life  being  one  feries  of  holy  living 
and  mental  improvement,  preferred  his  heart, 
like  an  ever-frefh,  and  overflowing  fountain, 
which  on  every  occafion  poured  forth  its  fruitful 
dreams  of  holy  doftrine,  and  perfuafive  exhorta- 
tion. It  was  eafy  to  difcern,  that  he  felt  the 
things  he  delivered.  He  gave  himfelf  wholly  to 

tills- 
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this  one  thing;  and,  which,  was  the  croWmTg- 
glory  of  all,  was  himfelf  a pattern  of  the  truths 
he  taught. 

His  own  example  ftrengthens  all  his  laws ; 

He  is  himfelf  the  gracious  faint  he  draws. 

* Indeed  this  was  firft  and  lafl,  his  main  con- 
cern, That  while  he  minillered  to  the  wants  of 
others,  he  might  not  fuflain  lofs  in  his  own  foul; 
nor  have  to  take  up  that  fad  complaint,  They 
made  me  keeper  of  the  vineyards,  but  mine  oicn 
vineyard  have  1 not  kept.*  It  is  a fearful  cafe  for 
a preacher,  to  be  only  like  a channel  in  a garden, 
through  which  the  water  runs  to  cool  and  moiften 
the  herbs  and  flowers,  but  nothing  for  its  own 
ufe;  if  not  like  the  fpoils  of  bevers,  fheep  and 
filk-worms,  defigned  to  cloath  others,  which  are 
made  the  occafion  of  their  own  nakednefs,  if  not 
the  caufe  of  their  death.  This  indeed  is  never 
the  intention  of  God,  concerning  his  fervants ; 
but  men  bring  it  upon  themfelves  through  the 
abufe  of  his  favours.  What  is  this  but  to  build  a 
fortune  for  others,  upon  the  ruins  of  one’s  own 
houfe,  while  after  preaching  to  others,  thou  thyfelf 
doji  become  a cajlaway. 

CHAP.. 
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CHAP.  IX. 


Qr  his  frequent  jicknejs,  the  exercifs  of  his  mind 
therein , and  the  improvement  -which  he  made 
thereof. 

" 1 • 

TJ  I S original  constitution  was  Strong,  and  his 
11  make  and  Stature  Such,  as,  humanly  /peak- 
ing, indicated  health  and  long  life.  He  Seemed  free 
from  thofe  incumbrances  of  constitution  which 
fume  have  to  Struggle-  with  well  nigh  all  their 
days.  His  complexion  tended  rather  to  the  me- 
lancholic, although  from  his  fervour  of  fpirit, 
one  would  have  thought  the  contrary.  But  the 
grace  of  God,  is  powet  fid  to  alter,  and  even  in- 
vert the  courfe  of  nature.  However,  the  natu- 
ral temperature  of  his  body  feemed  well  calcu- 
lated both  for  the  fervice  of  God,  and  of  his 
neighbour. 

But  in  fact,  if  his  bones  had  been  brafs,  and 
his  ilefh  iron,  they  mull  have  yielded  to  the  vio- 
lence which  his  labours  offered  to  his  constitu- 
tion. He  enjoyed  good  health  till  above  nine- 
teen, which  was  the  year  of  his  conversion  to 
-God.  But  from  the  twentieth  to  the  twenty- 
eighth,  his  'life  may  be  faid  to  have  been  a lin- 
gering death ; as  he  never  was  a day  free  from 
pair,  or  weaknefs. 
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A flow  fever,  and  pain  at  his  flomach  were, 
for  the  moft  part,  his  companions,  day  and  night. 
The  manner  of  his  preaching,  intenfe  ftudy,  lit- 
tle reft,  and  frequent  fatigues,  broke  the  very 
frame  of  his  nature,  and  brought  him  in  a fhort 
time  to  fuch  a habit  of  body,  as  no  medicines 
were  able  to  remove. 

“ It  is,  as  he  once  expreffed  it,  (fpeakingof 
hisillnefs)  in  the  work  of  God,  in  the  caufe  of 
Chrift!  Therefore  I rejoice;  for  I count  not 
my  life  dear  to  myfelf,  if  I may  but  glorify 
my  Lord  God,  and  only  Mafter,  Jefus  Chrift.” 
It  is  furprizing,  that,  confidering  his  weaknefs 
and  habitual  diforders,  he  could  go  thro’  fuch 
daily  and  nightly  labours  as  he  did  : nor  can  it 
be  accounted  for  otherwife,  than  that  the  ftrength 
of  God  was  made  perfect  in  his  Weaknefs.  Some- 
times (fays  he)  when  I begin  the  labour  of  love,  I 
am  hardly  able,  either  to  walk  or  Cpeak  ; but  af- 
ter I have  laboured  a while,  I find  new  ftrength, 
and  am  even  better  than  when  T begun  !” 

As  totheufe  which  he  always  made  of  his  ill- 
nelfes,  it  will  be  heft  gathered  ironi  his  own 
words. 

* li  Tuejilay,  Jan.  18,  1751.  I preached  on 
Matt.  v.  3.  but  could  not  finifh,  being  feized 
with  an  ague.  Immediately  I went  to  bed.  I 
could  reft  in  the  will  of  God,  being  perfuaded  it 
was  for  the  better.  True  it  is,  that  affli&ions  are 
not  joyous,  but  grievous  while  they  laft,  though 
afterwards  they  y ield  the  peaceable  fruits  ofrigh- 

teoufnefss 
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leoufnefs.  How  great,  O my  GocI,  are  thy 
goodnefs,  and  tender  mercies  towards  me ! If  I 
had  a thoufand  tongues,  I could  not  praife  my 
God  as  he  deferves.  He  remembers  me  in  the 
time  of  my  trouble,  and  leaves  not  my  foul  com- 
fortlefs.  Lord,  there  is  nothing  good  in  me, 
that  thou  Ihouldli  regard,  and  fo  remember  me. 
All  is  of  thy' free  grace,  and  undeferved  mercy. 
O the  ravilhing  joy  that  feizes  my  heart,  in  me- 
ditating on  the  dying  love  of  my  Saviour  ! It 
raifes  me  above  all  human  things,  and  carries  my 
foul  deep  into  the  mvlleries  of  godlinefs.’’ 

Two  things  be  then  efpecially  remarked, 
iff.  How  fad  an  affair  it  is  to  leave  the  work 
offalvation  to  a time  officknefs?  “ Experience 
has  flrongly  taught  me,  that  if  my  peace  was  not 
made  before  fitch  an  affliftion  (referring  to  a vio- 
lent fever,  as  this  was)  it  would  never  have  been 
made,  diffraction,  and  almoft  madnefs  would 
take  up  the  time;  and  not  repentance.  Look 
O Jefus  upon  thofe  who  are  putting  the  evil 
day  afar  off.” 

fidly.  That  before  each  of  his  illncffes ; he 
Lad  had  remarkable  difplavs  of  the  divine  good- 
nefs towards  him.  Thus  he  fays,  “ I cannot  but 
remark  the  exceeding  goodnefs  ol  God,  for  be- 
fore my  illneffes  for  fome  years  paid,  he  always 
gives  me  a clear  manifeffation  of  his  love.’' 

The  following  account  was  after  a fever,  which 
laded  nine  and  twenty  davs,  at  a place  called 
Tirreljp'afs  in  Ireland. 


1. 
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•TL.  “ I had  no  joy  for  twenty  days.  Tlie  fe- 
’Verity  of  my  ficknefs  and  pai.r,  preffed  down  mv 
“foul.  Neitheir  divine  light  nor  love  flione  into 
my  heart ; yet  I prayed  often  with  freedom  and 
and  fervour.” 

2.  “ I had  no  drong  temptations  ; no  fear  of 
death,  or  hell  : neither  had  I any  defie  to  die. 
On  the  thirteenth  day,  I had  an  affurance,  that 
I fhould  not  die  in  Tirrc! fpajs.  My  greated  un- 
eafinefs  arofe  from  the  place  where  I lay,  which 
was  a narrow  room,  with  a fhop  adjoining,  where 
was  hurry  and  noife  ahnoff  continually.  This 
circumdance,  thro’  the  evil  of  my  heart,  often 
Tiecame  a temptation  to  impatience.  But  I cri- 
ed unto  the  Lord,  and  he  made  every  thing 
more  eafy  to  me  every  day.” 

3.  “ About  the  twentieth  day,  my  foul  and 
body  much  revived.  I could  after  a night  of  hea- 
vinefs  rejoice  in  God.  I experienced  much  of 
the  love  of  Clirid.  But  yet  I felt  the  old  man. 
Alas  ! what  an  evil  heart  have  I ! How  hard  is 
it  to  humble  me,  and  wean  mv  deftres  from 
earth  ? Lord,  Thou  knowefl  my  heart  and  reins. 
And  is  it  not  my  defire  to  love  thee  with  all  my 
foul,  and  ferve  thee  with  all  my  flrength  ?” 

“ Is  there  a thing  beneath  the  fun, 

That  drives  with  thee  my  heart  to  fliare  ? 

Ah,  tear  it  thence,  and  reign  alone 

The  Lord  of  ev’ry  motion  there!'’  ’ 
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4-  “ On  the  twenty-fixth  day,  early  in  the 
•morning,  the  gracious  Lord  replenifhed  my  foul 
with  his  love.  He  poured  out  his  Spirit  upon 
me.  The  intercourfe  was  open  between  heaven 
and  my  foul.  I loved,  and  could  pray  for  all  the 
world,  as  formyfelf.  O how  does  Chrift  inlarge 
the  heart!  What  flames  of  divine  charity  does 
he  kindle  there  ! The  twenty-feventh  day  I had 
fuch  a fenfe  of  the  mercy  of  God  as  quite  over- 
came my  foul.  In  the  evening  however,  I felt  a 
fevere  ftruggle  : but  the  blelfed  Spirit  foon  fet 
my  heart  at  liberty.” 

“ Lord,  fince  it  hath  pleafed  thee,  to  fpare 
me  a little  longer,  make  my  life  ufeful.  . Let  me 
be  wholly  given  up  to  thee,  and  thy  fervice,  that 
I may  glorify-  thee,  in  all  things,  thro’  Jefus 
Chrift,  my  deareft  Lord  and  Saviour.  Amen .” 

“ Limetick,  Qclober  28,  1 755.  I was  feized 
with  a fever,  which  confined  me  to  my  room,  till 
Friday,  November  7.  I remark  the  following 
particulars,” 

* “ tft.  I examined  what  might  be  the  caufe 
ofthis  illnefs;  but  could  not  difcern  any  thing  in 
particular.  I faw  indeed  that  many  of  my  tem- 
pers, svords  and  aftions  were  not  truly  holy-  I 
was  afhamed  of  my  beft  performances,  I faw  my 
heft  living  as  a mere  blot : yet  the  guilt  of  no  par- 
ticular fin  lay  upon  my  confcience. 

“ adly.  I w7as  more  fubjeft  to  temptation  in 
this  ficknefs  than  ufuai  : not  indeed  to  think  hard 
of  God,  or  repine  at  my  illnefs  : but  I had  fpi- 
Vol.  XI.  M ritual 


[ 266  ] 

ritual  confii&s,  wreftlings  againft  principalities 
and  powers,  againfl  the  rulers  of  the  darknefs  of 
this  world ; againfl  wicked Jpirits  in  high  places. 
The  third  day,  which  was  Thurfday , Odder  30, 
I had  the  foreft  conflift  that  ever  1 felt.  I was 
fuddenly  feized  in  body,  and  amazed  in  mind. 
I thought  every  moment  would  have  been  my 
laft.  I had  a vehement  third.  My  tongue  was 
dry  and  turgid.  And  my  foul  was  in  an  agony. 
I was  overwhelmed  with  fear,  forrow,  and  fore 
affiiftion.” 

* “ All  the  fins  of  my  life  palled  before  me, 
but  efpecially  thofe  which  were  fince  I had  been 
enlightened,  and  fince  I preached  the  gofpel.  I 
fa w,  and  felt  myfelf  hell  deferr  ing ; that  I was 
nothing,  and  could  do  no  good  work  before  God. 
I was  really  poor,  in  fucli  a manner  and  degree, 
as  I never  felt  before.  I was  flript,  humbled, 
emptied,  laid  open,  confounded  and  afraid  of 
God’s  judgments  ; tho1  not  afraid  of  the  devil, 
or  hell.  Nay,  I all  the  while  knew  I had  re- 
demption in  the  blood  of  Jefus,  and  that  all  my 
fins  were  forgiven.  Who  can  underfland  t 
Only  fuch  as  have  felt  the  fame.” 

“ gdly,  In  the  midft  of  my  troubles,  I had  li- 
berty in  prayer.  My  underflanding  and  memory 
remained  with  me,  and  abundance  of  fpiritual 
matter  was  fuggeHed  to  my  mind.  Even  paf- 
fages  offeripture,  that  I never  ufed  before,  were 
brought  to  me  in  prayer.  I was  alarmed  in  every 
part,  and  cried  mightily  to  God.  I cried  to  all 
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about  me  to  pray  for  me.  Surely  they  faw  the 
bitternefs  of  my  foul.  God  remember  them  fof 
good,  who  then  fympathized  with  me  in  my 
trouble.” 

* “ 4tldy,  It  left  me  gradually,  and  without 
any  fenfible  joy.  Peace  and  confidence  arofe  by 
degrees,  in  my  fpirit.  The  very  extremity  of 
the  combat,  lafted  about  a quarter  of  an  hour. 
It  juft  then  occurred  to  me,  that  feme  days  be- 
fore, I heard  Jefus,  as  it  were,  fpeak,  and  fay  t» 
me,  Satan  hath  defired  to  have  thee,  that  he  may 
Jift  you  as  wheat,  but  I have  prayed  for  thee,  that 
thy faith  may  not  jail.  And.  now  I fully  under- 
ftood  it.  In  fo  many  inftances,  are  thofe  words 
of  our  Lord  true,  “ What  I do,  thou  knoweft 
not  now  ; but  thou  fhalt  know  hereafter.” 

“ ^thly,  I felt,  (and  might  it  not  be  the  de- 
fign  of  God  in  the  whole  ?)  That  the  name  of 
Jefus  alone  could  avail  to  bring  me  to  God.  I 
had  fuch  a deep  fenfe  of  this,  as  I never  had  be- 
fore. I-  had  befides,  extraordinary  evidence  of 
the  eternal  power  and  godhead  of  Chrift  Jefus. 
In  all  my  illneffes  this  truth  has  been  wonderful- 
ly revealed  to  me,  both  by  the  external  evidence 
of  holy  writ,  and  the  internal  evidence  of 
the  holy  Spirit.  None  of  the  prayers  which  I 
made  ufe  of,  fo  foiled  and  drove  away  Satan,  as 
“ Jefus,  Son  of  the  living  God,  have  mercy 
upon,  and  fave  me  from  this  hour.”  Likewife 
the  fifty-third  of  Ifaiali,  the  twenty-third  of  Je- 
remiah, and  the  fixteenth  of  St.  Matthew,  with 
much  of  the  Revelation,  came  into  my  mind  : 
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and  my  prayers  were  made  up  chiefly  of  pafiager- 
from  thefe  places.  I cried  out,  when  I thought 
I lhould  fpeak  no  more,  and  faid,  Lord,  I have 
trufied  in  thee,  and  I believe  thou  wilt  raife  me 
up  at  the  laft  day.” 

“ I had  at  the  fame  time,  mod  earnefl  deflres, 
to  be  made  holy.  I faw  more  clearly  than  ever 
the  nature  and  neceflity  of  perfett  love;  and 
was  fully  perfuaded  of  the  neceflity  of  preach- 
ing Chriflian  perfeftion,  and  of  declaring,  that 
all  is  ol  grace.” 

“ 6thlv,  For  four  or  five  days,  after  it  was 
over,  I had  much  of  the  prefence  of  God,  and 
of  Chrifl.  Many  fcripture  truths  i wealed  to  me, 
and  flrong  aflurancc-s,  that  God  would  fpare 
me  a little  longer,  to  preach  his  gofpel  to 
the  ignorant,  and  them  that  are  out  of  the 
wav,  and  to  help  forward  the  faith  of  his 
children. 

* “ 1 write  this  account  November  8,  1755, 
being  pretty  free  from  bodily  pain,  at  peace  with 
.God,  and  all  mankind,  defirous,  and  determin- 
ed to  live  wholly  to  the  glory  of  God ; to  be  a 
fervant  of  all,  giving  my  life,  time,  and  flrength, 
with  every  other  talent  intrufled  to  me,  to  God, 
and  the  church,  which  my  dear  Jefus  pnrehafed 
with  his  blood.  To  him  with  the  Almighty 
Father,  and  eternal  Spirit,  be  afenbed  the 
kingdom,  power,  and  glory,  for  ever,  and  to 
eternity.” 


The 
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The  very  day  on  which  he  wrote  thefe  reflec- 
tions, and  the  firft  of  his  going  out,  after  this 
illnefs,  it  being  a day  appointed  for  falling  and 
prayer,  to  avert  the  judgment  of  God,  which 
ieemed  impending  over  thefe  nations;  he  was 
taken  in  a chair  to  the  preaching-houfe,  and 
preached  for  a full  hour,  “ having  (as  he  ex- 
prefles  it)  a deep  fenfe  of  the  majefly  of  God, 
and  joyful  confidence,  that  he  would  defend  the 
real  Ifraeliles  from  the  impending  evil.” 

The  frequent  experience  which  he  had  of  re- 
markable efcapes  from  confinement,  by  difor- 
ders  which  threatened  him  with  a fudden  remov- 
al hence,  and  thefe  in  times  of  preaching  efpe- 
cially,  made  it  a frequent  and  felt  expreflion 
with  him,  “ When  I am  w7eak,  then  I am 
flrong.” 

“ When  one  knows  (fays  he,  on  another  of 
thefe  occafions)  that  God  is  for  him,  that  he  has 
redemption  in  the  blood  of  Chrift,  then  whether 
he  be  rich,  or  poor,  in  ficknefs,  or  in  health,  he 
is  happy,  and  can  rejoice.  Have  I recovered 
my  flrength  ? And  am  I freely  forgiven  my  for- 
mer trefpafles  ? Does  the  Spirit  ol  God  dwell  in 
my  heart  ? And  can  I by  faith  behold  a recon- 
ciled God,  and  interceding  Saviour,  at  his  rigjit 
hand?  Well,  then,  welcome  ficknefs,  contempt, 
poverty7,  and  death.  If  I meet  with  worldly 
troubles,  ’tis  to  make  my  crown  the  brighter. 
If  I fuller  for  Chrifi’s  fake,  happy7  am  I.  If  I bear 
die  crofs,  I lhall  wear  the  crown.  Is  my7  body 
M 3 cold  ? 
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cold  ? T am  warmed  with  the  flames  of  facred 
love  ; naked  ? I have  a covering  of  wrought 
gold,  the  righteoufnefs  of  my  Saviour  ! Hung- 
ry? I have  meat  to  eat  the  world  knoweth  not 
of,  the  hidden  manna,  and  the  bread  of  life.  Let 
me  fuffer  then  with  Chrift.  Men  may  kill  my 
body  ; but  it  would  only  fend  me  the  fooner  to 
heaven.” 

The  following  inftance,  the  laft  I fhall  men- 
tion on  this  head,  is  the  rather  inferted,  becaufe 
in  it  may  be  feen  a true  piffure  of  the  man, 
from  the  free  pourings  out  of  his  own  heart.  It 
was  at  Brijiol , after  recovering  from  a dangerous 
fever. 

* “ For  three  days  laft  pair,  I had  much  con- 
verfe  with  God,  and  vehement  defires  to  live 
wholly  to  his  glory.  I have  enquired  into  the 
reafon  of  mine  affliftion,  and  think,  God 
did  it  to  humble  me,  that  I fhould  not  be 
puffed  up  with  the  praifes  of  the  people.  They 
cannot  indeed  too  much  admire  the  truths  of 
God,  nor  be  too  thankful  to  him  for  them.  But 
the  danger  was,  left  I fhould  think  myfelf  home- 
body : yet  I cannot  lay  to  my  own  charge  the  de- 
fire of  applaufe,  neither  did  I find  it  lift  me  up: 
on  the  contrary,  it  often  made  me  afhamed, 
knowing  my  own  vilenefs,  and  how  little  I either 
fuffered  or  did  for  God.” 

* “ And  truly  I was  never  more  fenfible  of  my 
unprofitablenefs,  than  I am  at  this  hour.  I blufh 
to  fee  and  hear  how  others  live,  and  have  lived  ; 
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and  at  how  low  a;  rate  I yet  live.  But  above  all, 
when  I confid-er  the  life  of  the  holy  Jefus,  O 
how  far  fhort  do  I come  ! I am  not  entirely  dead 
to  myfelf.  I am  not  altogether  free  from  affec- 
tion to  creatures.  I cannot  rejoice  equally  to 
fuflfer,  as  to  be  comforted.  I fpeak  words  I ought 
not.  I fpend  fome  minutes  unprofitably.  In 
fhort,  I do  not  love  God,  or  my  neighbour  as  I 
ought.” 

* “ O,  was  it  not  for  free  grace,  and  the 
blood  of  fprinkling,  where  fhould  I appear  ! But 
thou  knoweft  my  defire,  or  rather  the  defire  of 
thy  fpirit  within  me.  Thou  knoweft  that  there 
hasjjever  been  a faint  upon  earth  whom  I do  not 
defire  to  refemble,  in  doing  and  fuffering  thy 
whole  will.  I would  walk  with  thee,  my  God, 
as  Enoch  did.  I would  follow  thee  to  a land  un- 
known, as  Abraham  did.  I would  renounce  all 
for  thee,  as  did  MoJ'es,  and  Paul.  I would,  as 
did  Stephen , feal  thy  truth  with  my  blood  !” 

* “ Is  not  this  the  defire  of  my  foul,  O my 
Saviour?  O,  give  me  power;  give  grace  and 
conftancy.  For  unlefs  thou  helpeft,  all  my  long- 
ings and  praying  will  prove  fruitlefs.  But  if 
thou  watereft  thefe  plants,  of  thine  own  right 
hand’s  planting,  this  grain  fhall  become  a great 
tree,  and  my  foul  fhall  be  fwallowed  up  in  thee 
my  Lord  God !” 

“ Jefus  was  my  comfort,  and  my  joy,  my  life, 
and  my  ftrengih.  O,  if  I had  not  Jefus  for  my 
help,  I fhould  be  miferable.  But  fince  I have 
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thee  I am  happy  in  thefe  my  affliQions.  The 
lovely  fmiles  of  thy  countenance,  which  fhine 
with  glory,  revive  and  raife  me.  O,  divine 
love ! What  had  thou  done  for  me,  a poor 
linner  ! Blefs  the  Lord,  O my  foul,  and  forget 
not  his  benefits. 

“ O that  my  foul  was  Ioofened  from  this  body, 
that  I might  af’cend  the  holy  hill  of  the  Lord  1 
My  Jefus,  when  lhall  I behold  Thee  face  to 
face  1 O that  this  feparate  wall  was  broken  down, 
this  partition  taken  away,  and  that  I could  even 
now  enter  into  the  celeltial  courts  there  to  fins' 

O 

everlafting  hallelujah’s  to  my  Lord,  God,  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghod,  Amen !” 


G H A P.  X. 

Of  his  temptations , confidls,  and  various  exercifes 
of  foul 

IT  is  a point  of  wifdom,  well  worthy  our 
pufuit,  to  know  what  in  the  courfe  of  our 
experience  we  ought  to  aferibe  to  God,  to  angels, 
whether  good  or  evil,  arid  to  ourfelves.  How 
greatly  would  it  conti  lbute  to  prevent  man’  evil 
reafonings  and  felf-tormenting  confternations  ? 
And  it  is  a point  ol  knowledge  to  which  the 
children  of  the  kingdom  do  aftually  attain  through 
faith  and  prayer. 
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The  following  few  particulars,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  experience  of  this  man  of  God,  which  are 
afcribedto  the  agency  of  the  power  of  darknefs, 
are  (among  an  infinity  of  other  instances  in  the 
world)  fufficient  proofs  of  the  attempts  of  thofe 
malicious  fpirits,  to  jleal  and  to  dejlroy,  to  rob  us 
of  the  grace  of  God,  and  to  dellroy  our  fouls. 

Concerning  the  variety  of  inward  confli&s  which- 
he  went  through,  he  often  took  notice  that  they 
were  greateff  on  the  Lord  s day  ; and  fays  on  the- 
occafion,  “ Lord  I am  more 'afflicted  on  thy  day,, 
than  on  any  other.  Thou  knoweft  the  caufe.  If 
it  be  the  enemy  that  affli&s  me,  do  thou  rebuke 
him  ; let  him  have  no  power  over  my  body  or 
foul.  And  O give  me  thy  meek,  and  long-fuf- 
fering  mind  to  bear  whatfoever  burden-  thou  per- 
mitteft  to  come  upon  me.” 

He  obferves  likewife,  When  Lhave  moil  life 
and  power  in  preaching,  then  the  devil  and  fin 
mufter  all  their  force,  and  thru  ft  fere  at  me. 
But  hitherto  God  has  prefervsd  me  both  from  the 
great  offence,  and  from  nailery  and  dejection, - 
The  inftances  of  the  reflffance  he  found  in 
the  time  of  preaching  from  inviftble  powers, 
were  highly  remarkable.  He  has  fometimes.ftar* 
ted  in  amaze,  at  horrible  injeffions,  concerning 
God,  orChriff,  or  Tome  fundamental  article  of 
the  ChrifUan  religion--;  even  then,  while  he  has 
been  powerfully  aliening,  provings  and-  enforc- 
ing it.  L have  often  heard,  him.  fay, .thej'e  wai- 
not:  a fingl.e  *di  v : ns.- truth ,.  in-  the.  which  her  tvaa 
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then  eftablilhed,  for  which  he  had  not  fought,  re- 
filling as  it  were  unto  blood.  For  he  would  take 
nothing  upon  truft  ; nor  fee  with  the  eyes  of 
others.  He  derived  his  fentiments,  from  the 
fountain  head.  His  bell  things  came  from  God 
in  the  way  of  labour  and  Jlriving. 

He  has  been  fometimes  deprived  of  the  ufe  of 
fome  of  his  fenfes,  during  the  very  time  of 
preaching:  once  in  particular,  1751.  In  the 
midft  of  his  difcourfe,  he,  in  an  infiant  loll  his 
eye-fight  and  fell  back  in  the  pulpit,  yet  retain- 
ing, during  the  whole  time,  the  perfefl  ufe  of 
his  underllanding  : he  however,  foon  recover- 
ed, and  finilhed  his  fermon.  He  believed,  and 
and  was  not  confounded. 

Often  when  he  has  been  dillurbed  in  the  fi- 
lence  of  the  night  in  ways  more  than  natural, 
well  knowing  the  caufe,  he  has  with  much  confi- 
dence, in  the  name  of  Jefus  commanded  the 
adverfary  to  be  gone  ; and  he  found  it  always  ac- 
cording to  his  faith. 

Riding  one  day  with  a friend,  and  talking  as  he 
was  wont,  of  the  goodnefs  of  God,  and  of  the 

confidence  which  he  found  in  him. “ Juft 

then,  (fays  he)  my  horfe  on  a plain  place  threw 
me  over  his  head.  As  I came  to  the  ground,  it 
was,  as  it  were,  founded  in  my  ears,  “ Will  you 
trull  God  now?”  Yes  I faid,  for  ever  1 Through 
the  mercy  of  the  Lord  I was  not  hurt.  I faw  an 
enemy  had  done  it.  I'  was  thankful  and  felt  no 
contrary  emotion  in  my  heart- 
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One  particular  which  ought  perhaps  to  be  re- 
duced to  this  head,  and  which  to  home,  no  doubt, 
will  appear  fingular,  was  a painful,  apprehenfion, 
which  he  fometimes  had  of  dying.  And  what 
renders  it  the  more  obfervable  is,  that  it  was  fo 
even  at  thofe  times,  when  he  could  truly  triumph 
in  Chrift,  knowing  that  he  fhould  be  with  him  for 
ever.  Of  this  we  have  the  following  account 
from  himfclf. 

“ Sat.  Decern,  l,  1753*  After  preaching  1 
fludied  clofely  till  ten.  I found  infinite  fweet- 
nefs  in  God  ; and  much  power  breathed  into 
my  foul  after  all  the  mind  of  Chriff.  At  prefent 
I am  tempted  chiefly  with  the  fear  of  death. 
I believe  my  pardon  is  fealed  by  the  blood  01 
the  covenant.  I have  no  fear  of  hell,  and 
yet  I am  forely  apprehenfive  of  death.”  A- 
gain, 

“ Monday  22d.  I was  this  day,  as  I have 
been  frequently'  of  late  much  perplexed  at  the 
thought  of  dying.  I believe  my  Redeemer  liveth, 
and  that  I have  an  interefl  in  his  blood,  and 
yet,  notwithftanding,  I am  fore  amazed  at  the 
thought  of  diffolution.” 

And  thus  in  reality  it  was  with  this  fervant  of 
God  ; fo  that  the  uncomfortable  apprehenfions 
which  he  fometimes  felt,  even  till  near  his  end, 
in  regrad  ofdyingptmuft  needs  be  aferibed,  chiefly', 
to  the  permiflion  of  God  to  Satan,  to  exercife 
him  in  this  manner;  and  may  be  confidered  as  a 
thorn  in  his ' f eft,  the  meffehger  of  Satan  to  buffet 
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dm  ; perhaps  partly  for  the  eafement  of  other 
tempted  fouls,  and  with  regard  to  himfelf,  there- 
by more  fully 

^ ° prove  him,  and  illufirate  his  high  worth, 
Whofe  conflant  perfeverance  overcame 
Whatever  Satan’s  malice  could  invent.*- 

He  fludied  deeply  the  nature  of  the  ChriHian 
warfare,  and  was  weii  praftifed  in  the  ufe  of  its 
weapons.  His.  thoughts  on  the  whole  armour  of 
God,i  where  the  genuine  refidt  of  his  own  ex- 
perience. The  combats  which  he  met  with,  need- 
ed not  lefs  than  tire  whole  ; and  he  both  tried, 
and  proved  that  every  part  thereof  is  indeed  ef- 
fectual. Something  very  different  from  the 
preceeding  particulars  he  relates  as  follows, 

“ Friday,  Augitft  2,  1 754.  I talked  with  one 
to-day,  who  was  forely  tempted,  (how  myfleri- 
ous  l^tQ  kill  me;  and  for  no  other  reafon  than 
becaufe  fhe  was  awakened  under  my  preaching 
to  feel  her  ft;  If  a poor  loft dinner.”  Again, 

“ September  16.  After  preac"hing,  a young 
woman  came  to  me,  and  faid,  that  fume  time  be- 
fore, fhe  had  brought  a knife  with  her  to  preach- 
ing, intending  to  kill  me  ; but-  was  fo  terrified 
under  the  lafl  prayer,  that  file  durll  not  attempt 
it.  The  devil  fuggefied,  that  if  the  did  but  take 

away 

*■  Milton. 

t,  There  is  a fennon  of  his  printed  -under  this  title. 
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away  my  life,  the  burden  which  fhe  felt  through 
my  preaching,  would  immediately  depart. 

I.  ihall  conclude  this  chapter  with  a few  other 
particulars,  relating  to  this  head  of  trials,  taken 
-from  his  own  words. 

“ This  day  1 was  forely  tempted.  Satan  threw 
many  of  his  jitry  darts  at  me.  I never  before 
felt  fuch  agony  in  refilling,  what  are  commonly 
called  blafphemous  thoughts.  I cried  unto  the 
Lord,  and, he  delivered  me!'’ 

“ In  the  evening  (not  of  the  fame  day)  I was 
in  great  diftrefs.  My  foul  was  much  weighed 
down.  I felt  grievous  horror  in  my  fpirit,  and 
yet  I was  refoived,  although  the  Lord  firould  flay 
me,  to  trull  in  him.  In  the  very  hour  that'  I 
came  to  this  refolution,  my  burderrwas  removed; 
and  the  Lord  gave  me  to  rejoice  i-rr  fpirit.” 

“ This  day,  ( April  175 4)  I had  converfatio.it 
with  fome  Chriltian  iriends,  concerning  tempta^ 
tions,  and  the  general  experience  of  the  faints. 
And  however  Satan  may  be  permitted  to  trouble 
their  body  or  foul,  I always  believed,  that  God 
doth  not  hide  his  face,  uniefs  lo-punilh  us  for 
commilfion  of  fin,  or  omiffion  of  duty.  And 
the  more  I meditate  upon  this  fubjeft,  the 
more  abundantly  I am  confirmed ' in  my  judg- 
ment.” " 

“ Tkurfday  at;  T had  a mi  ferae!  e night. - 
Sometime  after  I went  to  bed,  I was  forely  af~ 
faulted  of  the  devil.  I attempted  to  compofe 
my  felt',  but  could  not.  I.  was  fuddenly  feized. 

with: 
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with  a weaknefs,  and  cold  fweat.  My  hear! 
failed  me.  My  foul  was  afflicted  ; my  fpirit  was 
grieved,  and  fore  vexed.  The  eye  of  my  faitk 
was  darkened ; the  fenfe  of  God's  love  de- 
parted ; and  the  anger  of  the  Lord  feemed  re- 
vealed towards  me.  I could  fee  nothing  but 
thick  darknefs,  and  hear  nothing  but  thundrings 
from  Sinai ! It  feemed  to  me,  as  though  there 
was  a flruggle  between  juflice  and  mercy  con- 
cerning me.  But  although  I was  in  fuch  confu- 
fion,  and  perplexity,  I faw  that  mercy  got  die 
vi&ory,  and  triumphed  over  judgment. 

* “ My  flrength  fo  failed  me  that  it  feemed  as 
though  I had  not  an  hour  to  live.  I rofe  how- 
ever, and  dreffed  myfelf ; but  could  fcarcely  pray 
one  word.  I cried  Mercy!  Mercy  f Mercy! 
I fhetched  myfelf  upon  the  floor,  and  could 
weep  only  a few  tears.  I had  gone  through  fore 
trouble  and  darknefs  before  this  time;  hut  fuch 
a night  as  this,  I never  had  before  (and  O my 
God,  may  I never  fee  fuch  another.)  After 
being  for  fome  time  on  the  floor,  I got  up  and- 
walked  a little,  about  the  room;  and  then  threw 
myfelf  upon  my  knees.  Being  a little  revived, 
I went  to  bed  again.  During  the  little  while  I 
flept,  I had  before  me  the  caufe  of  my  trouble. 
I foon  got  up,  and  my  head  was  now  as  water, 
and  my  eyes  a fountain  of  tears. 

“ My  confidence  returned,  fo  that-  I could 
look  up  and  believe  that  the  Lord  was  mine.  I 
went  and  preached  on  Zed:,  iv;  7.  Who  art  theu 

0 • gnat- 
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0 great  mountain  ? Before  Zerubbabel  thou  ffiak 
become  a plain-,  and  he Jhall  bring forth  the  head- 
fone  thereof  zcith \fhoutings,  crying , grace,  grace 
unto  it.  And  my  foul  was  humbled  to  the  duft. 
My  praying  and  preaching  was  from  my  very 
heart.  Let  it  be  for  ever  remembered,  to  the 
glory  of  the  great  God,  and  my  Saviour  Chaff, 
that  I was  not  buffered  to  be  long  in  this  condi- 
tion. In  about  half  an  hour,  I received  fome 
confidence,  and  in  the  morning  my  faith  was  in- 
Creafed. 

“ Let  it  be  alfo  remarked,  that  the  fc'ripture 
promifes  were  of  great  comfort  to  me,  particu- 
larly Hof  a xiv.  l John  ii.  2,  g.  Glory,  ho- 
nour, praife,  worfhip,  and  dominion  be  afcribed 
unto  thee,  O Lord  ! Ye  angels  of  God,  blefs 
him  on  my  behalf!  Let  all  in  heaven  and  all  in 
earth  join  to  worlhip  the  triune  God,  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft  The  following  was  fome 
time  after. 

“ Tuefday , 21.  I had  a forrowful  morning. 
My  foul  was  in  heavinefs  through  manifold 
temptations.  The  enemy  came  upon  me  in  my 
bleep,  and  grieved  my  foul.  Although  I had 
joy  at  night,  yet  forrow  attended  me  in  the 
morning.  I had  intended  to  have  preached  on 
the  beatitudes ; but  finding  myfelf  full  of  trou- 
bles and  temptations,  I changed  mypurpofe  and 
preached  from  Ideb.  iv.  14 — 16.  O my  God, 
rauft  I perifh  ? Haft  thou  brought  me  thus  far 
and  fhall  I be  caft  off?  O,  forbid  it  Saviour, 

For  fake 
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Forfake  notthework  of  thine  own  hands.  Come 
and  deftroy  the  work  of  the  devil  ! My  God, 
my  God,  do  not  forfake  me.  Thou  knoweft 
that  fin  is  hateful  to  me.  Have  I not  a love  to 
righteoufnefs  ? Do  not  my  foul  and  fiefh  crv  out 
for  the  living  God  ? Am  I not  willing  to  go  even 
through  the  fire,  rather  than  offend  Thee  ? Why 
then  fftould  the  enemy  prevail  againft  me  ? 

“ Jefus  haft  thou  not  bought  my  foul  ? Am 
not  I thine?  O that  my  head  were  waters,  O 
that  I could  even  weep  tears  of  blood : Lord 
God  let  not  thy  loving  kindnefs  depart  from  me. 
Where  art  thou  Jefus  thou  Son  of  God  ! My 
great  High-Prieft,  where  is  thy  atoning  blood? 
Where  is  he  that  was  tempted  in  all  points  like 
unto  me  ? Is  there  no  help  for  me  in  my  God? 
Why  art  thou  caft  down  O my  foul?  O that  I 
could  yield  my  laft  breath,  if  nothing  elfe -'will 
end  the  ftrife  ! Oh!  the  languifhments  of  my 
foul  for  an  abfentGod1  How  does  my  fpi.d 
faint  within  me ! How  do  I pine ! O fun  of 
righteoufnefs,  arife  upon  me  with  healing  in 
thy  wings.  Come  Lord  Jefus,  O come,  and 
fave  me  for  thy  mercy’s  fake.  Where  are  the 
foundings  . of  thy  bowels,  Daft  thou  not  fee  mv 
labouring  breaft  ? Is  not  my  pain  even  worfe  than 
ftrangling  ? Return  O Lord,  fee  ray  gafping 
longing,  aching  heart.  Am  I not  an  objeft  ci 
pity  ? Have  I not  need  of  Thee  1 Now  anfwer 
me  by  fire!  Get  thyfeif  the  vitlory  1 £ want 
Use  feal  of  thy  Spirit,  the  eameft  of  my  he;, 
ve.u  J”  15  Tlu&i 
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“ The  Lord  did  hear  his  prayer.  I find  it 
therefore  added  foon  after.  “ O how  plenti- 
fully did  the  Lord  pour  his  love  and  confolation 
into  my  foul!  I am  amazed  at  the  goodnefs  and 
long-fuffering  of  God  towards  me.  And  I ob- 
ferve  in  general,  that  after  great  heavmefs  and 
conflidls,  come  extraordinary  joy  and  confo- 
lation. O may  I hufband  well  this  precious  gilt 
of  God  !” 


e H A P.  XI. 

His  communion  with  God. 

UNDER  this  head,  is  comprehended  the 
whole  of  his  conduft,  and  experience,  as  a 
Chriftian,  confidered  in  his  private  capacity. 
And  for  this  efpecially,  we  are  furnilhed  with  the 
moll  ample  materials,  both  from  the  general  tenor 
of  his  converfation  and  from  his  diary. 

He  lived  for  this  one  thing.  All  his  a£tions 
and  employments  had  this  fingle  tendency;  and 
he  confidered  every  thing  elfe,  with  reference 
thereto  : making  his  eftimate  of  the  good  or  evil 
of  every  intention,  aflion,  exercife,  and  under- 
fianding,  according  as  it  tended  to  promote, 
or  hinder  this  bell  of  purfuits,  and  noblelt  en- 
joyment of  the  human  foul. 


Without 
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Without  regarding  the  inclinations  of  nature, 
he  embraced,  or  rejected  every  tiling,  with  a 
view  altogether  to  the  promotion  of  the  holy 
and  happy  fellowlhip  of  his  foul  with  the  Father, 
and  with  his  Son  Jefus  Chrilh 

I am  aware,  how  much  more  eafy  it  is  to  Jay 
great  things  on  this  head,  concerning  one’s  felt, 
or  others,  than  to  fay  nothing  but  the  truth. 
And  it  may  be  queftioned,  whether  the  greater  part 
of  the  fliining  accounts  hereof  which  we  have 
feen,  are  the  Ample  truth : the  writers  often 
fhewing,  rather  what  they  could fay , than  what 
the  perfons  whom  they  defcribe,  really  were.  It 
is  a fruitlefs  expectation  to  look  for  more  in 
men,  than  the  flate  of  humanity  really  admits. 

The  perfeflion  of  human  kind  is  fuch  a ftate 
of  mind  and  body,  as  their  nature  admits  of,  3nd 
as  God  has  provided  for  them,  in  the  ocean  of 
his  love,  and  treafures  of  his  grace.  The  fum  of 
our  perfeffion  is,  that  being  faved  from  all  our 
enemies,  (that  is  fins,  including  all  wrong  tem- 
pers, as  well  as  words,  and  aflions,)  we  love  God 
with  all  the  powers  of  the  foul,  and  ferve  him, 
with  the  whole  capacity,  of  both  our  foul  and 
body.  And  whoever  has  attained  to  this  (which 
whofo  denies  the  poffibility  of,  rejefts  the  coun- 
fel  and  word  of  God)  is,  a perfecl  man,  accord- 
ing to  the  fcripture ; manifold  infirmities,  ne- 
ceffarily  connected  with  a dying  body  notwith- 
ftatiding. 


* This 
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* This  fervant  of  God  hadhis  infirmities,  pro- 
perly fo  called,  which  often  made  him  weep  in 
fecret  places.  And  yet,  fo  powerfully  did  the 
grace  of  our  Lord  work  in  him,,  to  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  fin  ; and  to  fuch  a degree  of  vidtory  did 
he  attain  over  himfelf,  the  world  and  Satan, 
that,  to  many,  he  feemed  more  than  human  ; 
being  in  truth  a man  of  another  world,  in  whom 
dwelt  richly  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God. 

To  fuch  as  were  witneffes  of  his  fervent  zeal* 
mighty  prayer,  fteady  ferioufnefs,  and  habitual 
heavenly-mindednefs,  I (hall  not  wonder  if  all 
that  follows,  feems  far  fhort  of  a full  defcription  of 
him.  And  yet,  I am  aware  on  the  other  hand, 
that  to  many  others,  it  may  have  all  the  air  of 
mere  ideal  flight,  or  enthufiaftic  folly ; to  per- 
fons,  who,  cold  themfelves,  think  ardor  comes 
from  hell. 

The  deep,  and  genuine  acquaintance  zuith  Gad, 
to  which  he  attained,  was  in  truth  beyond  that 
which  the  generality  of  Chriltians  arrive  at ; al- 
though  all  are,  without  doubt,  equally  entitled 
thereto.  He  truly  put  off  the  old  man  with  his 
deeds , and  became  renewed  in  the  fipirit  of  his 
mind.  He  fully  experienced  the  fignificancy  of 
thofe  words,  Sin  Jhall  not  have  dominion  over  you. 
And  he  that  hath  J offered  in  the  Jlefi , hath  ceafed 
from  fin.  As  alfo,  ye  are  dead : and  lie  that  is 
dead,  is freed from  fin.  And  from  hence  it  was, 
that  there  appeared  throughout  his- whole  carri- 
age 
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age,  fuch  fruit  unto  holinefs.  In  him  might  be 
feen,  how  great  things  God  doth  for  his  chil- 
dren, who  fimply  follow  him,  even  in  this  world: 
no  lefs  than  making  them  complete  before  him 
in  love. 

My  fit  ft  acquaintance  with  him,  begun  foon 
after  the  mere)'  of  God  had  ftirred  me  up,  to 
feek  his  face.  From  a ftudious  regard  to  the 
hoi}-  feriptures,  it  was  foon  given  me  to  under- 
ftand,  what  manner  of  perfon  a Chriftian  ap- 
proved of  God  mult  be  : and  thenceforward,  I 
both  read,  converfed,  and  thought  of  little  elfe. 
And  in  him  I faw  clearly,  what  till  then  I had 
only  conceived  : in  him  my  conceptions  were 
truly  exemplified.  Much  had  been  reported, 
both  of  the  gifts  and  graces  of  Mr.  IValJh',  yet, 
I found  in  him,  much  more,  than  I had  either 
conceived  or  heard.  Nor  did  the  long  intimacy 
with  him,  with  which  I was  afterwards  privi- 
leged, alter,  in  the  lealt  my  fentiments. 

It  might  perhaps  be  thought  tedious,  mi- 
nutely to  deferibe  all  the  particular  graces, 
which  adorned  his  life.  And  indeed  to  con- 
ceive of  the  excellencies  which  appeared  in 
him,  thev  need  not  be  attended  to,  one  by  one; 
for  neither  fo,  could  they  be  fully  comprehend- 
ed. But  he  walked  before  God,  in  fuch  a man- 
ner, as  abundantly  included  them  all.  He  was 
a perfon  of  a furprizing  greatnefs  of  foul,  for 
which  the  whole  circumference  of  created  good, 
wa3  far,  far  too  little  : he  found  in  God. 


That 


“ That  fomething  flill,  which  prompts  th’  eternal 
■For  which  we  hear  to  live,  nor  fear  to  die.” 

The  love  of  Jehus,  filled  up  in  his  foul,  that 
mighty  void,  this  whole  creation  leaves  in  human 
hearts. 

His  exaftnefs  in  all  thofe  particulars,  which 
comprize  men’s  duty  to  God,  their  neighbour 
and  themfelves,  was  fuch,  and  fo  well  known, 
that  it  would  be  eafy  to  fwell  this  chapter',  bv  en- 
larging, on  each  of  them,  to  an  enormous  fize. 
But  palling  over  the  greater  part  of  them,  I 
(hall  only  point  cut  a few  particulars,  relating 
chiefly  to  his  internal  ilate,  which  were  within 
ray  own  notice  : referring  the  reader,  for  a 
larger,  and  more  fatisfa&ory  pifture  of  him,  to 
the  follow-ing  colleclion  from  his  diary  : in  which 
ate  reprefented,  thofe  ferret  tranfaffions  of  God 
upon  his  foul,  to  which  himfelf  alone  could  be 
privy.  - - 

The  particulars  I premife  are, 

I.  His  Prayer. 

From  the  earhell  dawn  of  the  grace  of  God  in 
bis  foul,  he  was  Angularly  remarkable  for  con- 
ilancv-and  importunity  in  prayer.  He  was  early 
a wreftler  with  Gcd,  and  prevailed  to  the  ob- 
taining that  eminency  in  the  knowledge  of  God, 
for  which  he  teas  apprehended  in  Chriff,  and 
' which  is  here  related  in  part.  Tiie  more  he  got 

acquainted 
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.acquainted  with  divine  things,  the  more  did  he 
increafe  in  this  foul-enriching  exercife.  “ He 
that  has  never  prayed,  can  never  conceive ; and 
he  that  has  prayed,  as  he  ought,  can  never  for- 
get, how  much  is  to  be  gained  by  prayer.5’ 

Befide  the  daily,  and  often  public  pouring  out 
of  his  foul,  in  general  intercefiion,  and  occafion- 
al  addreffes  to  God,  in  behalf  of  needy  fouls 
(groaning  under  the  guilt  of  fin,  or  body  of  cor- 
ruption,cor  whatever  was  the  caufe)  who  often 
came  to  him  for  that  purpofe  ; he  had  his  own 
Hated  times  for  approaching  God  in  fecret ; in 
which  it  was  far  from  fufficing,  barely  to  prefcnt 
himfelf,  and  wait,  whether  in  filence,  or  in  dif- 
courfe  before  the  Lord.  He  accounted  the  work  ,j 
fhil  to  do,  unlefs  he  felt  his  fpirit  affecled  with  / 
fentiments  fuitable  to  his  condition;  whether  of  | 
holy  mourning,  felf  reprehenfion,  recovery,  or 
increafe  of  peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  or 
home  eftabhfhment  in  faith,  meeknefs,  patience, 
hope,  or  love. 

Praying  with  all  prayer,  feemed  the  bufinefs 
of  his  life;  for  the  doing  of  which,  he  waited 
neither  for  pofiures,  times,  or  places.  An  heart 
fo  difpofed,  rendered  holy  to  him,  eveiv  thing 
of  this  kind,  which  may  be  faid  of  places. 

* Profirate  upon  his  face,  kneeling,  Handing, 
walking,  eating;  in  every  pofture,  and  in  every 
place  and  condition,  he  was  a man  mighty  in 
prayer.  In  fieep  itfelf,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  ; 
his  foul  went  on  [Cant.  v.  2.)  in  groans.  ' H 
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fighs,  and  tears  to  God.  His  heart  having  at- 
tained fuch  a habit  of  tendency  to  its  Lord,  could 
then  only  give  over,  when  it  ceafed  to  beat. 

The  enjoyments  of  the  divine  fweetnefs,  which 
God  imparted  to  him  in  fecret,  and  the  nearnefs 
of  accefs  to  the  divine  Majefty,  with  which  he 
was  favoured,  were  indeed  amazing.  He  has 
been  fometimes,  as  it  were,  loft  in  glorions  ab- 
fence,  on  his  knees, with  his  face  heavenward,  and 
arms  ciafped  round  his  breaft  : in  fuch  compo- 
fure,  that  fcarce  could  one  hear  him  fo  much  as 
breathe. 

His  foul  feemed  abforbed  in  God,  and  enjoy- 
ed a calmnefs  and  tranfport,  which  can  here,  be 
well  enough  reconciled.  From  the  ferenity,  and 
fomething  refembiing  fplendor,  which  appeared 
on  his  countenance,  and  in  all  his  geftures  after- 
wards, one  might  eafily  difcover,  what  he  had 
been  about. 

* It  was  efpecially  towards  the  eonclufion  of  his 
Lord’s  w'crk,  that  be  was  favoured  with  fuch  near 
fellowfhip  with  him.  He  approached  the  throne 
of  grace  with  much  of  the  reverential  boldnefs  of 
faith,  believing , that  whatever  he  afked,  he 
fhould  have  the  petitions  he  afked  for;  the  holy 
Spirit  making  interceftion  in  his  heart,  accord- 
ing to  the  will  of  God.  And  to  fuch  a degree 
of  confidence  in  him,  did  he  arrive  bv  this  means, 
that  in  the  greateft  ftraits  of  his  life  (and  he  met 
with  feme  things  which  came  home  to  him, 
with  the  deepeft  fallibility)  he  was  more  than 

kept 
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i:ept  up  ; fo  that  he  Teemed  to  Tear  nothing, 
even  where,  to  all  human  apprehenfion,  every 
thing  was  to  be  feared.  He  To  abandoned  him- 
felf  to  God,  in  the  diTcharge  of  his  duty,  that 
his  very  friends  were  fomeiimes  ready  to  chaige 
him  with  being  a little  rafh  or  imprudent.  Al- 
tho’  he  endeavoured  to  uTe  his  underflan  ding  as 
far  as  ever  it  would  go  ; yet  afting  in  view  of 
thoje  things  which  are  not  feen,  and  from  motives 
referring  to  eternity,  he  was  not,  it  is  true,  To 
attentive  to  the  decorums  among  men,  as  mere 
human  prudence  would  have  dictated.  And  in 
reality  it  is  a truth,  which  is  learned  from  a fe- 
ries  of  experience,  and  confirmed  by  numberlefs 
examples,  that  whoever  would  do  much  for  God, 
fhould  take  care  of  being  (in  a fenfe'j  too  wife. 
T here  is  reafon  to  think,  that  if  the  apofties 
tbemfelves  had  confulted  the  directions  of  bare 
human  reafon,  they  never  had  undertook  the 
converfion  of  the  world. 

An  habitual  fpirk  of  mortification  ferved  as 
wings  to  his  prayer.  And  perhaps  the  want  of 
this,  is,  much  more  than  is  commonly  thought, 
a grand  caufe  of  that  indifpofednefs  to,  and  wea- 
rinefs  in  prayer,  which  is  To  generally  complain- 
ed of  among  Chriflians  ; many  of  whom  are 
often  even  glad  of  a pretended  occafion  to  avoid 
the  duty.  “ Something  is  amifs  in  us,  and  it 
wanted  a name,  till  the  Spirit  of  God,  by  enjoin- 
ing us  the  duty  of  mortification,  hath  taught  us 
to  know,  that  want  of  mortification  of  fpint,  is 
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ilie  cafe  of  all,  at  lead  of  many  of  our  fecret  and 
Spiritual  indifpofitions.  The  excellencies  of  hea- 
ven cannot  be  difcerned  but  by  a fpirit  difrelifh- 
Ing  the  low  appetites  of  the  world.  Unlefs  our 
fpirit  be  mortified,  we  neither  love  to  pray,  nor 
does  God  love  to  hear  us.”  We  find  all  the 
way  thro’  our  heavenly  journey,  that  to  be  carnal- 
ly minded,  in  the  lead  degree,  is  a proportionable 
degree  of  death.  And  that  a mind  truly  fpiritual 
alone,  has  true  life  and  peace. 

It  is  hard  to  fay  pofitively  which  he  was  mod 
remarkable  for,  the  fpirit  or  the  gift  of  prayer, 
tho’  it  need  not  be  told  which  he  mod  edeemech 
His  public  charadler,  made  it  right  and  neceffary 
for  him,  to  defire  and  endeavour  after  fpiritual 
gifts.  And  the  eminency  to  which  he  arrived 
therein  in  general,  is  too  well  known,  to  need  a 
particular  relation.  To  hear  him,  on  fome  oc- 
cafions  pour  out  his  foul  to  God,  made  one  often 
think,  whence  hatha  man  thefe  things?  Such 
a fluice  of  divine  oratory  ran  thro’  the  whole  of 
his  language  on  religious  fubjedls,  as  is  rarely  to 
be  met  with.  His  public  addrefles  to  God,  were 
commonly  well  nigh  altogether,  in  the  words  of 
the  Holy  .Ghod.  *'  It  feemed  as  tho’  he  turned 
the  Whole  bible  into  words  of  adoration,  confef- 
fion,  petition,  fupplication,  thankfgiving  and 
glory:  while  at  the  fame  time  his  expreffions 
glowed  with  the  love  of  God  : and  all  this  with 
fuch  ardour,  intention,  pertinency  and  faith, 
•that  it  has  feemed  fometimes  (one  time  in  particu- 
Vol.  XI.  N hr 
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lar  was  peculiarly  noticed)  as  tho’  the  heavens 
were  burft  open,  and  God  himfelf  appeared  in 
the  congregation.  Something  of  that  Acts  iv. 
31.  was  often  conceived  while  he  prayed.  But 
he  made  no  account  of  this  with  regard  to  the 
perfeCiion  of  his  own  foul.  He  made  it  his  chief 
aim  to  follow  after  love,  and  to  live  in  a mo- 
mentary fpirit  of  watchful  prayer. 

* He  has  fometimes  had  very  remarkable  an- 
fwers  to  prayer.  One  only  I fhall  mention.  A 
number  of  religious  focieties  both  in  England 
and  Ireland  appointed  a public  fall,  for  the  im- 
ploring God,  to  redore  to  health  an  eminent  fer- 
vant  of  the  church,  who  had  been  fome  time 
under  languifhment  of  body.  ^Iv.JValJh  was  then 
in  Dublin,  and  pouring  out  his  foul  about  noon, 
he  fpoke  aloud,  in  a manner  which  {hewed  it 
not  to  be  of  himfelf,  and  faid  he Jhall  not  die,  but 
live,  and  declare  the  works  of  the  Lord.  And, 
blefTed  be  God,  the  event  (hewed  the  prediction 
to  be  of  God. 

Towards  the  latter  part  of  his  progrefs,  and  be- 
fore his  lad  ficknefs  in  particular,  his  prayer  had 
lefs  of  labour  in  it  than  formerly;  and  confided 
for  the  mod  part,  of  a paffive  receiving  the  im- 
preiTions  of  the  divine  Spirit : God  acting  rather 
in  him,  than  he  afted  himfelf.  And  fo  dill,  and 
recollefted  did  he  frequently  appear  herein,  that 
it  was  as  if  God  was  vifibly  before  him,  and  that 
he  fpoke  to  the  divine  Majedy,  with  nearnefs  of 
accefs,  and  child-like  familiarity.  Indeed  every' 
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object  and  occurrence,  fpoke  to  him  of  God: 
nor  could  there  be  wanting  to  him,  at  any  time 
or  place,  incentives  to  raife  his  heart  in  prayer 
or  praife  to  him  whom  his  foul  loved. 

One  particular  which  he  learned  in  the  courfe 
of  his  experience,  was,  that  altho’  the  lights 
which  are  received  from  God  in  the  way  of 
prayer,  are,  of  all  others,  to  be  moil  faithfully- 
attended  to ; yet  neverthelefs,  one  ought  not  to 
adl  upon  every  appearance  of  this  kind  ; that 
the  enemy  of  man’s  falvaticn  can,  and  often 
does,  niimick  the  .Spirit  of  God  ; and  as  an  an- 
pel  of  light,  impofes  upon  the  fervants  of  God,  by 
reprefenting  as  from  him,  that  which  is  often  no 
other  than  Satan’s  illufions,  or  our  own  imagi- 
nation : on  account  of  which,  fome  perfons  have 
in  moll  ages,  been  led  into  grievous  miftakes, 
and  improprieties  of  condudh  He  perceived 
danger  with  regard  to  himfelf  from  this  quarter, 
and  was  therefore  very  fpartng  in  mentioning 
much  of  what  he  often  felt.  He  weighed  every- 
thing by  the  word  of  God,  avoided  precipitancy 
of  conduct,  and  making  hafle  ; and  at  the  fame 
time,  laboured  continually  to  abandon  himfelf, 
as  it  were  blindfold  to  the  teaching  of  the  Spirit 
of  truth,  and  of  purity. 

II.  Redeeming  the  time. 

In  order  to  do  this  effectually,  his  manner  vcas 
■to  draw  up  a plan  in  writing  (till  ufe  made  it  fa- 
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-miliar  to  him)  of  the  manner,  in  which  he  judg- 
ed it  moft  profitable  to  fpend  the  day.  He  dif- 
tributed  it  into  certain  portions,  and  affigned  to 
each  its  particular  employment  : allowing  only 
for  occafional  interruptions  in  the  bufinefs  of  his 
profefiion.  Reading  the  fcriptures,  praver,  and 
vifiting  the  fick,  bad  the  grand  places  in  this  di- 
vifion.  He  could  never  find  any  leifure  for  mere, 
ceremonious  vifits,  or  unnecefi'ary  converfa'ion 
of  any  kind.  Even  at  meals,  and  indeed  in  every 
little  incidental  matter  he  ceafed  not  to  purfue  his 
main  end  *of  living  : namely,  to  get,  and  to  do 
good  in  his  generation. 

* It  was  really  furprizing,  to  fee  his  thriftinefs 
in  this  particular.  He  even  deprived  himfelf  of 
fuch  indulgences  as  nature  required,  in  order  to 
her  performing  the  offices  he  impofed  upon  her: 
fuch,  for  example,  as  abftaining  from  all  fludy 
immediately  after  meals  : when,  notwithftand- 
ing  he  eat  exceeding  fparingly,  more  relaxation 
would  have  been  better  for  his  health:  likewife, 
a fufficient  quantity  of  proper  exercife  ; but  mod 
of  all,  a fufficiency  o\Jltcp. 

He  was  often  up  late  at  fludy,  and  his  general 
time  of  rifing  was  four  o'clock,  or  a little  after, 
fometimes  between  three  and  four.  He  was 
often  urged  to  take  more  reft.  I remember  once 
to  have  heard  a gentlewoman,  compaffionatmg 
the  wafting,  dying  condition  of  his  body,  fay- 
ing, “ Sure  Mr.  Waljh , you  may  at  leaf!,  he 
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longer  in  bed  on  Sunday  morning,  when  the 
preaching  is  not  To  early.”  To  which  he  replied' 
with  hik  ufual  zeal  and  abrupt  plainnefs,  ‘ Should 
a man  rob  God  ?’  He  was  commonly  up  eailieft 
on  the  Lord’s-day,  for  which  he  had  the  highefF 
feneration.  He  has  fometimes  faid,  he  thought 
there  was  fomething  peculiarly  facred  in' the  very 
air,  and  the  whole  ftru&ure  of  nature  on  this 
day. 

* During  the  long  intimacy  I had  with  him, 
1 do  not  remember  to  have  known  him  fpend  a 
minute  in  difcourfes  about  national  occurrences, 
politics,  or  worldly  diverfions.  He  knew  that 
tbefe  were  not  his  affairs,  and  that  his  bufinefs 
was  One.  And  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  what  is 
called  free  and  pleafant  converfation.  So  pro- 
vident was  he  of  time,  and  fobent  upon  the  pur- 
fuit  of  that  “ immenfe  revenue  which  each  mo- 
ment pays,”  that  in  whatfoever  company  he  was, 
unlefs  fomething  relative  to  the  one  thing  need- 
ful  was  difcourfed  of,  he  either  took  out  a book' 
(impolite  as  it  may  feem)  or  continued  in  pro- 
found lilence,  fave  when  he  anfwered  a quef- 
tion.  And  it  at  any  time  any  thing  vain,  or 
tending  to  levity  was  fpoken,  fo  as  to  occafion 
the  leaft  appearance  of  approbation  in  his  looks 
or  gefture,  he  feverely  reprehended  himfelf  for 
k afterwards,  and  prayed  for  flrength  for  the 
lame  to  come. 
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Anci  yet  notwithftanding  all  his  caution,  care, 
and  diligence,  he  frequently  lamented  his  not 
improving  the  time  better,  ‘ I do  not  ufe  every 
moment  to  the  beft  purpofes,’  was  a frequent 
refiedb'on  with  him  againit  himfelf. 

III.  Lifengagement from  the  world. 

Although  what  has  been  faid  of  him  already, 
implies  bis  juft  contempt  cf  every  earthly  thing; 
yet  his  eminency  therein,  deferves  to  be  taken 
fome  farther  notice  of.  His  indifterency  to  this 
world  was  fuch,  as  even  bordered  upon  abhor- 
rency;  and  the  rather,  as  he  could  not  but ob- 
ferve,  what  a gulph  to  fouls  it  is ; and  how  many 
are  loft  for  ever  through  their  undue  attachment 
to  it.  He  kept  at  the  ulmoft  diftance  from  what 
worldly  men  moft  ardently  court,  and  earneftlv 
fought  what  they  moft  abhor. 

The  vain  things  ; riches,  honours,  and  plea- 
fures  of  this  world,  were  too  poor,  for  fo  gene- 
rous a heart : he  fhewed  the  greatnefs  of  his  foul, 
by  defpifmg  all  that  was  beneath  it.  He  had  the 
moft  generous  contempt  of  money  ; efteeming 
it  (unlefs  to  beftow  on  the  poor,  or  procure  a 
book  fometimes)  as  the  pebbles  in  the  ftreet. 

He  had  a full  reliance  on  the  providence  of 
God,  and  found  a happinefs  therein,  which  infi- 
nitely furpafted  all  the  enjoyments  and  treafures 
of  the  univerfe. 
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IV.  Reco!lePii.on  of fpir  it,  and  government  of  Jus 
thoughts. 

* His  carriage,  afpeft,  words,  and  the  whole 
of  his  behaviour,  fpoke  the  folemnity  and  pro- 
found recollection  of  his  foul.  Nor  can  a ftran- 
ger  better  conceive  of  him,  in  regard  to  this 
particular,  than  by  forming  to  himfelf,  an  idea 
of  a perfon  returned  from  the  happy  dead,  con- 
verfmg  with  men.  And  it  was  nearly  in  this 
manner  that  fome  have  exprelfed  their  furprize 
at  him.  A gentleman  faid  to  me  one  day,  “ I 
met  Mr.  Waljh  in  the  Ifreet,  and  I declare  he 
deemed  to  me  like  a perfon  returned  from  the 
other  world.”  So  emaciated  a countenance, 
fuch  fixednefs  of  thought,  and  ferenity  of  de- 
portment, as  appeared  in  him,  towards  the  con- 
clufion  of  his  race  efpecially,  were  furprifing  in 
fo  young  a man ; and  difcovered  a fomething, 
very  different  from  the  bufy  ways  of  men.  One 
needed  only  to  look  on  him  to  perceive  that 
there  was  fomething  in  him  more  than  common. 
And  if  as  the  fon  of  Sirach  fays,  “ A man  may 
be  known  by  his  look,  and  one  that  has  under- 
flanding  may  be  perceived  by  the  marking  of  his 
countenance,”  they  mull  be  indeed,  fuperficial  ob- 
fervers,  that  could  not  difcern  in  his  very  afpe£f 
the  excellencies  that  dwelt  within  him.  An  air 
of  wifdom  and  piety  appeared  in  him  continu- 
naily.  There  feemed  to  be  fomething  peculi- 
N 4 arly 
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atly  diflingui  filing  in  the  very  features  of  his 
countenance.  Some  have  taken  him  to  be  little 
lefs  than  forty  years  of  age,  at  the  time  he  was 
but  about  ftveand  twenty. 

* His  uniform  compofure  was  the  rather  to  be 
noticed,  as  his  life  was  not  of  the  rechufe,  but  of 
the  popular  kind.  He  had  to  do  with  multi- 
tudes; and,  unlefs  on  fpecial  occafions,  was  fel- 
dom  above  fix  hours  together  out  of  companv. 
It  is  true  he  feldom  appeared  in  publick,  unlefs 
to  fpeak  of  the  things  of  eternity,  in  fome  re- 
fpeft  or  other.  But  he  was  fo  Ihut  in  with  God, 
that  all  places  became  alike  to  him  ; and  he  re- 
tained the  fame  attention  to  God  in  the  moil 
thronged  flreets  of  London ; as  he  could  have  had 
in  the  moil  fequeftered  wildernefs.  Curious 
fights,  elegant  furniture  in  fhops  or  houfes,  mag- 
nificent buildings,  fine  fhews,  the  ringing  cf 
bells,  firing  of  guns,  with  every  thing  of  this  kind, 
were  no  more  to  him  than  the  chirping  of  a fpar- 
row,  or  the  buzzing  of  a fly. 

* To  all  which,  the  confiant  government 
which  he  had  over  his  fenfes,  greatly  contri- 
buted. The  difference  of  tafl.es,  harmony  of 
founds,  and  whatever  his  eyes  could  behold, 
were  a3  nothing  to  him.  He  was  in  this  refpeft 
truly  crucified  to  the  world,  and  the  wrorid  to 
him.  Even  in  travelling  through  the  moll  plea- 
fant  parts  of  the  country,  and  in  the  plea- 
fantefl  feafons,  when  the  flupendous  beauties  of 
the  creation,  the  fpacious  firmament,  the  ver- 
dure 


[ 297  ] 

dure  of  the  country,  (nature’s  lovelieft  univerfa! 
robe  ;)  the  mufic  of  the  groves,  and  all  the  joint 
beauties  of  nature,  might  have  furnifhed  him 
with  delightful  contemplation  ; yet  he  feemed' 
infenfible  to  the  whole,  enjoying  a. 

“ Paradife  within  him  happier  far  !’’ 

* When  he  at  any  time  adverted  to  the  works 
of  Godin  the  creation,  he  was  delighted  chiefly 
with  the  heavens,  paved  as  it  were,  with  thofe 
living  fires,  the  fpangled  flars.  But  the  ufe 
which  he  made  of  every  thing,  was  to  get  more 
acquainted  with  God,  and  fo 

by  this  flupendous  fcafFolding 

Creation’s  golden  fteps  to  climb  to  him! 

He  was  in  truth  looked  from  earth’s  inclofure, 
and  from  the  contraHed  circle  of  the  fun,  his 
heart  was  fet  at  large.  Chrift,  ' and'  the  fcrip- 
ttires,  with  things  pertaining  to  them,  were  the 
only  and  uniform  objects  or  hiS  attention,  and 
every  thing,  place  or  per  font,  which  did  not 
ferve  to  promote,  in  fome  degree,  his  know- 
ledge and  lovrn  of  rh'efe,  had  with  hirn  die  efti» 
mate  of  trivial  and  mfigniffcant, 

* And  hence'  rt  was,  that  the  prefence  ot  God 
became  fo  exceeding-familiarto  hirn.  He  could 
n-ot  be  content'  a moment'  without  it;  And 
hereby,  was- he  fitted  like  wife,  for  more  gioriousy 
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and  more  frequent  divine  communications;  of 
which  he  had  not  a few,  in  the  courfe  of  his 
progrefs.  Several  times  has  he  been  quite  loft 
to  himfelf,  and  infenfible  of  every  thing  about 
him,  being  left  in  the  vifions  of  God.  Two 
inftancesin  particular  are  related  in  his  diary,  in 
which  he  feemed  as  though  he  was  out  of  the 
body  for  fometime.  One  day  I remember  going 
to  vifit  a perfon  who  was  ill,  as  foon  he  got 
to  the  flair  cafe,  being  in  his  ufual  compofure, 

41  Did  you  fee  that  light?”  faid  he,  with  a hid- 
den low  voice.  To  which  I anfwered  partly  with 
a figh,  having  feen  nothing.  He  faid  no  more. 
But  it  was  eafy  to  difcern  in  him  the  reft  of  that 
day  and  night,  a very  peculiar  folemnity  of 
foul. 

In  places  of  publick  worfhip,  he  hardly  ever 
faw  any  body,  fo  as  to  diftinguifh  them  ; and 
in  every  means  of  grace,  his  grand  aim  was, 

, to  find  more  of  God  within  him.  He  waited  for 
this  in  lively  earneft  compofure  ; and  thus  ap- 
proaching the  Lord’s  table  in  particular,  he  ate 
the  jlejh  and  drank  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God 
indeed.  “ My  heart  burned!  Was  in  a flame  ! O 
what  a fire  of  divine  love  was  there  !”  were  the 
frequent  memorials  which  he  left  in  his  diary, 
after  communicating  thofe  heavenly  fweets, 
which  often  overflowed  his  foul  at  the  altar, 
and  fpread  their  inundation  over  every  other  part 
of  his  holy  living.  His  recolleftion  earned 
itfelf  into  the  rnidft  of  all  his  labours,  in  which  he 
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was  Jflil!  preferved,  without  diflipation,  notwith- 
itanding  their  multiplicity,  and  fometimes  intri- 
cate nature.  It  was  very  ufual  with  him  to  ex- 
prefs  what  he  felt  of  God,  by  the  fimile  of  Jire, 
to  which  the  operations  of  the  Holy  Ghojl  are 
frequently  compared  in  fcripture.  He  often  felt 
in  prayer,  in  preaching,  and  walking,  a kind  of 
fcorchins;  within  him,  from  the  love  of  God. 
And  from  the  abundance  of  the  heart,  his  mouth 
generally  fpoke.  Words  of  life,  and  fire  iffued  as 
it  were  out  of  his  lips,  which  were  no  other 
than  the  fparks  of  a burning  heart.  And  often 
he  could  hardly  refrain  from  expreffing  the  holy 
raptures  of  his  foul  out  aloud  ; as,  0 holy  God  1 
Glorious  Jehovah!  Biffed  Jefus!  Son  oj  the  liv- 
ing God  1 He  . ufed  frequently  to  hand  up  and. 
fmg, 

O love,  how  chearing  is  thy  ray  ! 

All  pain  before  thy  prefence  flies  i 
Care,  anguifh,  forrow  melt  away, 

Where’er  thy  healing  beams  arife  : 

G Jefu,  nothing  may  I fee, 

Nothing  hear,  feel,  or  think  but  thee  L 

Give  to  my  eyes  refrefbing  tears, 

Give  to  my  heart  chafe  hallow’d  fires. 

Give  to  my  foul  with  filial  fears, 

The  love  that  all  heaven’s  hoft  infpires  : 
That  all  my  powers  with  all  their  might 
In  thy  foie  glory  may  unite  ! 
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There  was  at  firft  an  eagernefs  in  his  fpirrr; 
for  the  fuccefs  of  his  labours,  but  he  in  time  be- 
came unanxious  on  the  head,  being  taught  06 
God,  that  having  done  his  part,  he  fhould  think; 
no  more  about  the  matter,  but  kill  go  on  ftraight 
forward,  keeping  himfelf.in  repofe  with  God: 
in  imitation  of  the  angels,  who  continually  watch 
over  the  fouls,  which  God  hath  given  them  in 
charge  ; but  who  lofe  nothing  of  their  tranquility 
or  happinefs,  even  when  their  utmoft  care  is  un- 
fit ccefsful. 

And  from  hence  partly,  arofe  that  extreme 
tendernefs  of  confcience,  which  tvas  fo  remark- 
able in  him,  and  which  gave  him  a conflant  ho- 
ly jealoufy  over  hiirrfelf  in  every  thing  he  did  ; 
fo  that  not  a word,  motion,  or  .a  look,  could  c- 
fcape  him,  unexamined  or  uncenfured,  if  it  de- 
ferved  it;  hence  likewife  it  was,  that  he  had 
fo  very  peculiar  a regard  to  all  his  words  ; fpeak- 
ing  either  to  the  purpofe,  that  is,  when  occafion 
required  him  to  fp.eak,  or  not  at  all.  And  yet 
notwithft-aadiag  his  utmoft  circumfpedtion,  he 
was  deeply  confcious,  how  far  fh.ort.he  flill  came 
of  that  re&ituds,  and  entire  renovation  becom- 
ing a perfon  in  fellowfhip  with  the  God  of  un- 
fpotted  holiaefs. 


Q HAP, 
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CHAP.  V. 

Some  particulars  relating  to  the  head  of  his  co:%mu~ 
nion  with  God. 

V. 

HI  3 great  ruie  was  to  imitate  our  Lord.  Jehus 
Chrifr-,'  in  the  molt  perfect  manner  he  coukL 
The  whole  tenor  of  his  condufl  plainly  dif- 
covered,  that  he  fought  nothing  but  God.  Thero 
was  in  the  chaifity  of  his  manners,-  a purity  next; 
to  angelical  ; and  a circumfpefiion  in  his  every- 
ilep,  which  declared,  that  to  him  to  live  was 
Chrifl.  He  kept  at  the  ut-mofl  diffance  from  fen- 
fual  indulgences  of  every. kind.  I His  fenfes  were 
kept  under  the  clofeft'cuffody,  and  he  examined 
his  confcience  almoil  continually.  Nor  could  it4 
be  obferved  at  any  time,  that  he  afled  otheravife 
than  within  the  rules  of  the  utmofl  decency. 

VTh 

* He  was  a man  of  tears,  and  figns,  and 
groans.  He  wanted  not  indeed  the  joy  of  a good  • 
c-onfcience ; and  knowing  continually  in  whom 
he  believed,  he  enjoyed  tire  benefits-  refulting 
therefrom,,  and  yet  this  not  with  {landing,  the 
whole  of  his  Chriflian  pilgrimage,  was  interfper- 
fed  with  much  weeping.  He  feldom.had  a dry 
handkerchief  a whole  day  together  ; his  eyes  be- 
ing- for  the  mofl  part;  in  private  efpecially,  as- 
-opened  fou.nt.atns;  and  which  did  not  ceafe  to 
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flow  in  the  night  feafon.  How  often  have  I 
known  him  water  his  pillow  with  thofe  briny 
rivers ! Sometimes  lamenting  his  two  great 
eftrangement  from  his  beloved  ; fometimes 
mourning  for  the  mourners  ; but  oftener  than  all, 
he  was  Tick  of  love ! Love  to  the  Crucified  ! 

To  fome  indeed,  there  feemed  in  him  fomc* 
thing,  at  leaf!  bordering  upon,  an  unyielding  au- 
flerity  of  fpirit  : and  fo  much  is  true,  that  with 
regard  to  men,  and  evil  angels,  he  was  undaunt- 
ed, and  courageous,  as  a lion,  in  the  caufe  of 
God,  and  of  a good  confcience  : yet,  in  other 
refpects,  he  was  a man  of  the  keenefl  fenfibility, 
and  tenderefl  affeftions.  He  was  in  the  pre- 
fence of  his  invifible  obferver,  pliant  as  melt- 
ed wax,  and  cloathed  with  dove-like  meeknefs. 
He  was  often,  as  it  were,  deluged  in  tears,  pro- 
flrate  before  the  footfiool  of  his  Lord’s  ma- 
jefty,  and  overwhelmed  with  a fenfe  of  his. 
glory. 

VII. 

He  was  without  affeHation,  a man  of  humili- 
ty ; not  indeed  fo  as  to  difown,  or  not  to  make 
ufe  of  the  gifts  and  graces,  with  which  God  had 
endowed  him:  this  would  have  been  to  lie  againft 
the  truth;  but  notwithflanding all  that  he  had,  ye; 
taking  knowledge  whence  it  came,  he  efleemed 
himfelf  as  nothing;  but  was  truly  diffident  of, 
and  heartily  defpifed  himfelf.  And  the  only  ufe 

which 
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which  he  made  of  the  fuperior  qualifications 
which  God  bellowed  upon  him,  was  to  confider 
himfelf  as  obliged  thereby,  to  devote  himfelf 
more  abundantly  to  the  fervice  of  God,  and  of 
his  neighbour.  The  praifes  of  others  ferved  only 
to  abafe  him,  at  the  fight  of  his  own  nothingnefs. 

‘ Lord,  I am  vile  ! a worm!  O deliver  me  from 
this  evil  man  myfelf!  Thou  only  art  worthy,’ 
were  the  frequent  exprefiions  of  his  lips  and  pen. 
If  any  perfon,  at  any  time,  gave  him  but  the 
fmaliefi;  hint,  by  way  of  reproof,  he  received  it 
either  with  filence,  or  thankfulnefs,  according 
to  the  manner  and  occafion  thereof.  And  fup- 
pofing  it  to  be  a matter  in  which  he  was  really 
without  blame,  yet  the  reproof  was  not  loll  upon 
him.  He  thereby  took  occafion,  to  enter  more 
deeply  into  himfelf,  making  the  drifted  fcrutinv 
into  the  whole  of  his  tempers  and  behavi- 
our. He  often  faid  to  God  on  thefe  occafions, 
‘ Lord,  though  thou  knowell  I am  clear  in  this 
matter,  yet,  alas ! How  many  things  are  there  for 
which  I Hand  reproved  before  thee  ! My  God, 
I adore  thee  in  this,  which  thou  halt  permitted.’ 
He  often  repeated  as  a-  lefTon  of  indruftion  to 
himfelf,  thofe  words  of  Kempis,  “ Thou  dull, 
learn  to  obey.  Thou  earth  and  clay,  learn  to- 
demean  thyfelf.  Thou  oughtell  to  be  fuch  a 
little  child,  that  every  body  might  trample  thee 
under  their  feet  in  the  dreets.” 


VIII. 
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VIII. 

There  was  the  utmofl  fteadinefs  in  the  whole 
of  his  reiioious  condud.  The  courfe  of  the  fun, 
and  the  feafons,  is  not  more  regular,  than  were 
hfs  fucceffive  exercifes  of  prayer,  meditation, 
preaching,  and  ftudy  ; fo  that  from  knowing  how 
hie  fpent  one  day,  may  be  gathered,  his  manner 
of  fpending  whole  months,  or  years;  allowing 
only  for  the  difference  of  circumffances  and  oc- 
cafions.  Thus  it  was  in  things  pertaining  to 
God,  and  his  fervice ; though  at  the  fame  time. 
Iris  attention  to  himfelf,  his  eafe  and  convenien- 
cies,  was  fuch,  that  fome  have  accounted  it  not 
lefs  than  blame- worthy  negligence  : fo  truly  did  * 
he  live,  not  to  himfelf,  or  the  will  of  man,  but 
to  God. 

ix: 

The  love  of  God  was  the  fountain,  whence 
ilTued  forth  t-hofe  fruitful  ffreams,  which  render- 
ed his  foul  flourilhinff  as  the  garden  of  the  Lord, 
and  extended  their  falutary  influence  all  around, 
wherever  he  came.  It. was  to  this  he  reduced 
every  thing.  All  his  works  were  done  in  love, 
and  therefore  wrought  in  God.  It  was  a debt 
he  was  ever  paying,  and  from  which  he  was 
never  to  be  difcharged. 

1 My  God,  let  me  love  thee  ! Jefus,  Son  of 
the  living  God,  thou  lenoweft  that  I love  thee! 
O love  divine,  what  hall  thou  done  ! O that  all 
ihe-wrld  did  but  know  thee  ! How  would  they 

thea- 


then  love  thee,  thou  altogether  lovely /’  To  this' 
effeft  he  often  breathed  out  the  warm  emotions- 
of  his  heart  : fo  deeply  was  he  penetrated  with' 
the  love  of  God  his  Saviour.  He  was  ■ always 
exceedingly  pleafed  with,  and  frequently  repeat" 
ed  thofe  lines, 

“ Eternity  too  lhort  to  fpeak  thy  praife  ! 

Or  fathom  thy  profound  of  love  to  man  ! ’ 

And  again,  without  regarding  their  connexion  y 
but  overwhelmed  with  the  thought  of  the  dying- 
love  of  Jefus,  he  would  utter  fometimes  abruptly, 
and  with  aftbnifhmenr, 

14  Senfations  new  in  angel  boforns  rife' 

Sufpendtheir  fong;  and  make  a paufe  in  blifs.!> 

K Laflly,  By  faith  I jland!  was  his  concluding 
point,  after  all  that  God  had  done  for  him.  And 
it  was  not  unufual  with  him  to  fay,  on  the  clofeft 
examination  of  all  he  was,  and  all  Tie  did ,:  4 If 
Chrift  forfook  me  but  for  a moment,  I fhould 
fall  and  perifh  after  all.1’  Yes,  it  was  from  Ins 
fullnefs  he  received  all  his  good  things,  and  with 
the  dependent  hetplefsnefs  of  an  infant,  he  had 
recourfe  to  him  continually,  for  light,  and 
ftrength,  and  love:  for  every  thing  in  fhort, 

which  he  wanted.  He  could  be  happy  only  in 
converfution  with  him;  delighted  peculiailyin 
thofe  parts  of  fcripture  which  defcribe  and  en- 
dear 
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cear  him  ; and  from  the  fulnefs  of  his  whole  foul, 
repeated  often,  God  forbid  that  1 jhould  glory,  fave 
in  the  crofs  of  my  Lord  JeJus  CJiriJi.  To  him  that 
hath  loved  us,  and  wafhe.d  us from  cur  fins  in  his 
own  hlood,  to  him  bt  the  glory,  both  now  and  to 
eternity ! 

* To  fum  up  this  head.  He  thought  prayer 
to  be  more  his  bufinefs  than  any  thing  ell'e  in  this 
world ; and  from  the  defire  which  he  had  to  re- 
deem the  time,  he  employed  great  part  of  the 
night,  as  well  as  the  day,  in  prayer,  meditation, 
ifudy,  and  labouring  for  the  good  of  his  neigh- 
bour. He  was  profoundly  ferious,  and  always 
recollefied  at  home  and  abroad.  He  watched 
over  every  motion  of  his  foul,  keeping  his 
thoughts  in  fubje&ion  to  Chrift  continually.  He 
propofed  to  himfelf  the  man  Chrijl  Jefus,  as  his 
great  model  and  rule  in  every  things  imitating 
him  efpecially,  in  the  purity  of  his  body,  and  in 
the  chaflity  of  his  affeftions.  Walking  in  deep 
humility  before  God,  be  was  patient  of  reproof, 
nor  ever  retorted  any  thing,  with  heat  or  preju- 
dice. There  was  a fteadmefs  in  his  proceed- 
ings for  God,  and  in  reference  to  eternity, 
which  not  all  the  powers  of  earth  and  hell 
were  able  to  interrupt.  He  ate  but  little,  wept 
much,  loved  more,  received  all  by  faith ; and 
rarely  opened  his  mouth,  but  about  heavenly 
things. 


PART* 
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PART  III. 
CHAP.  I. 

An  ext-raH  from  Mr.  Thomas  Walfli’j  diary , re- 
lating chiefly , to  the  experience  of  his  own  foul » 
in  his  courfe  of  walking,  with  God. 

CONCERNING  the  extrafl  which  here 
follow^,  it  may  be  premifed,  1.  That  al- 
though there  was  the  utmoft  uniformity  in  the 
whole  feries  of  his  progrefs  ; neverthelefs,  few 
perfons  were  fo  fenfible  of  various  alterations  in 
fpirit,  with  refpefi  to  the  fenfations  of  joy  and 
forrow ; delight  in  God,  and  complainings  for 
the  want  of  it  : owing  in  great  meafure  to  a 
lingular  tendernefs  of  confidence  ; and  the  clofe 
attention  which  he  had  to  all  the  movements  of 
his  inward  man-,  fo  that  things  which  fome  over- 
look, or  entirely  difregard,  were  efteemed  by 
him,  with  regard  to  himfelf  at  lead,  as  capital 
defe&ions,  from  the  law  of  perfeft  liberty  and 
love. 

His  diary  confifts  of  the  feeling  of  his  own 
heart,  through  every  part  of  his  Chriltian  race, 

with 
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with  fcarce  a Angle  hour  omitted.  He  always 
Wrote  down  reflections  upon  himfelf,  as  either 
the  preflTure,  or  felicity  of  his  foul  at  that  time 
luggefted  ; adding  any  fpiritual  obfervation,  or 
maxim,  which  his  otvn  experience  Confirmed  to 
him. 

2.  It  will  be  eafily  difcerned,  that  the  peculi- 
arity of  his  writing,  is  a certain  fententious 
abruptnefs;  owing  in  part  to  the  genius  of  the  He- 
brew tongue,  in  which  his  latter  fludies  wholly  ter- 
minated. Though  what  mod  contributed  thereto, 
was  the  rapid  flow  of  his  foul,  on  the  fubje&s  of 
which  he  either  fpoke  or  wrote,  which  raifed 
him  above  attending  to  that  accuracy",  which 
writings,  at  leaf!  of  a public  nature  require.  In 
many  places  there  is  therefore  a manifefl:  defi- 
ciency, both  as  to  words,  particles  and  flops ; 
in  fhort,  like  the  writings  of  the  antients,  with- 
out period  or  paragraph,  in  moft  places  : fo  that 
liberty  has  been  ncceflTarily  taken  to  add,  re- 
trench, or  alter,  fomctimes  a word,  or  fentence, 
to  render  the  fenfe  intelligible;  though  flill  re- 
taining his  fenfe  entire. 

3.  The  inferting  the  precife  date  of  every  day’s 
experience,  is  judged  unneceflary.  Moreover 
the  experience  of  feveral  days,  fometiines  diilant 
from  each  other,  (tho’  rarely  above  a week]  are 
thrown  into  the  fame  paragraph,  for  the  fake  of 
brevity.  The  feries  of  particulars,  as  to  the  or- 
der of  time,  is  related  as  they  occurred ; and 

every 
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-'very  paragraph  begins  with  the  experience  of  4 
diflant  day. 

The  reader  being  advertifed  of  thefe  particu- 
lars, we  proceed  to  the  extract  itfelf. 

“ At  the  clofe  of  this  laft  day  of  the  year, 
(17,50,  the  year  in  which  he  began  to  preach)  I 
examined  myfelf  how  I had  lived  the  pad  year  3 
And  could  only  fay,  I had  not  wickedly  depart- 
ed from  my  God  ; but  was  heartily  afhamedthat 
X had  not  glorified  him  better  ; refolving  to  watch 
for  the  time  to  cotne.” 

*“  I prayed  to  God  for  quietnefs,  and  humi- 
lity of  .mind  : and  found  afliflance  againft  “ this 
evil  man,  myfejf.”  O for  a heart  conflantly 
fixed  on  God!  I was  reproved  this  day  in  fpirit 
for  an  idle  word.” 

“ The  Lord  was  with  me  all  this  day.  I de- 
fire to  be  with  the  Lord  continually,  that  my 
communion  may  be  (Longer  with  jefus  than 
ever.  O,  it  is  heaven  upon  earth  to  have  Chrift 
in  ones  heart.  It  is  the  .beginning  of  the  glory  of 
God,  to  receive  the  lovely  Jefus : and  with  him, 
the  joy  of  the  Holy  GhcjL  O that  I had  the 
tongue  of  an  angel  to  praife  my  Lord!  Haflen 
Lord  the  glad  hour  when  I (hall  fee  thee  as  thou 
art  1” 

“ I preached  this  morning  on  the  great  and 
precious  promifes,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  My  foul  afpir- 
ed  to  have  them  accomphfhed  : for  I feel  the 
evil  of  my  nature,  and  efpecially  the  evil  heart  of 
unbelief  that  is  within  me.” 


Friday , 


C 310  ] 

<{  Friday,  Feb.  22.  I preached  this  morning 
on  Sol.  Song , ii.  8.  but  was  both  dark  and  weak, 
having  fcarcely  any  power  to  explain  any  thing. 
O what  a grief  it  is  for  one  to  preach,  when  he  is 
left  to  'himfelf,  when  the  Lord  is  not  his  prefent 
flrength  and  teacher!  To  preach  confolation  to 
others,  and  feel  none  himfelf!  This  expofes  one 
to  great  temptation.” 

“ Sat.  23.  My  foul  enjoved  fweet  repofe  in 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  while  my  heart  was  en- 
gaged in  meditation  on  his  dying  love.  * O, 
where  can  we  find  an  inftance  of  fuch  love,  as 
that  of  God  to  men  on  Calvary  ! When  the  inno- 
cent died  for  a guilty  world,  to  bring  them  to 
God  ! 

“ Wed.  27.  I u'as  not  alive  to  God  to-day. 
UnnecefTary  talk  brought  deadnefs  upon  my 
Tool.” 

“ Great  part  of  this  day  I lived  as  in  heaven. 
Heaven  was  within  me.  God  was  in  my  foul. 
The  influences  of  his  Spirit  wrought  fo  power- 
fully upon  me,  that  my  joy  was  bevond  expref- 
fion.  O the  length  and  breadth,  and  height,  of 
the  love  of  God  ! Well  may  it  be  Laid  to  pafs 
knowledge.  The  fpirirual  man  may  difcern  it, 
but  cannot  fet  it  forth  in  the  manner  he  feels  it. 
Thofe  words  oflfa.  Ixi.  10.  lifted  up  my  foul, 
as  in  a fiery  chariot,  above  the  fabric  of  this 
world.  I will  greatly  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  my  foul 
[hall  be  joyful  in  my  God,  for  he  hath  c loathed  me 
.with  the  garments  of  Jalvation,  he  hath  covered  me 

with 
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with  the  robe  of  righteou fiefs,  as  a bridegroom 
deckelh  himfelf  with  ointments,  and  as  a bride 
adorneth  herfelf  with  her  jewels,  I could  fay,  that 
the  Lord  had  fo  done  for  my  foul.  O what  ene- 
mies are  the  children  of  men  to  their  own  fouls  P 
They  deprive  themfelves  of  happinefs  here,  and 
of  eternal  glory  hereafter ; imagining  that  earth- 
ly enjoyments  are  above  what  religion  can  afford. 
But  alas  ! it  is  becaufe  they  know  not  this  reli- 
gion which  brings  fuch  happinefs  to  the  foul.” 

* “ O how  fweet  was  Jefus  to  my  foul.  The 
roje  for  fweetnefs ; the  lilly  for  whitenefs ; the 
apple-tree  for  fruilfulnefs  ; what  are  they  all  to 
thee  ! Entering  into  my  clofet,  the  moment  I 
bowed  my  knee,  the  Lord  poured  down  a blef- 
fing  into  my  foul.  O what  a heaven  upon  earth 
.did  I experience  for  fome  moments  ! Tongue 
cannot  exprefs  the  goodnefs  of  God  to  my  foul. 
O where  (hall  I find'  words  to  praife  ? How  am  I 
loft  in  the  ocean,  of  the  immenfity  of  thy  mer- 
cy ! Lord,  I know  not  how  to  give  thee  thanks. 
Where  to  begin,  I cannot  tell.  O my  foul,  fall 
into  filent  amazement  ! Let  all  I have,  or  am, 
drop  into  nothing  !” 

“ March,  Friday  8.  This  was  a day  of  much 
temptation ; but  God,  for  my  fupport  and  con- 
firmation, was  pleafed  to  give  me  freflr  manifef- 
ations  of  his  love.” 

“ Reading  and  prayer  to  day,  were  of  little 
comfort  to  me.  If  it  were  not  that  I find  the 
abiding  witnefs  of  the  Spirit  in  my  foul,  my 

bondage 


T ] 

bondage  would  be  very  great.  It  is  the  good- 
nefs  of  God  which  preserves  me  in  the  faith.  The 
enemies  of  my  falvaiion  are  thrufling  fore  at  me 
from  dav  tr  day.  Defend,  and  keep  me,  O my 
God,  for  Jefu’s  fake.” 

“ In  prayer,  I faw  the  great  difficulty  of  being' 
a ChvilVian  in  reality.  There  are  many  who  eat 
their  o in  nr  rad.  and  wear  their  own  apparel,  and 
are  willing  to  be  called  by  the  name  of  Jefus,  to 
take  away  their  reproach — The  abomination  of 
being  culled  Heathens.  But  they  love  notwith- 
flanding,  the  ways  of  death,  and  darknefs,  ra- 
ther than  light ; and  do  what  Heathens  would  not 
do.  The  ninety-firft  pfalm  was  made  a great  blef- 
fir.g  to  me,  the  ninth  ver  e efpecially.” 

“ This  morning  the  Lord  gave  me  language 
that  I knew  not  of,  raifing  my  foul  to  him,  in  a 
wonderful  manner.  After  preaching  however 
in  the  evening,  at  my  return  to  mv  room,  I felt 
little  life  in  my  foul,  but  a Spirit  of  flothfulnefs. 
O what  a poor  creature  ! How  incapable  of  think- 
ing a good  thought,  or  doing  a truly  good  acti- 
on ! Sinful  duft  and  afhes.” 

Frid.  22.  In  the  morning  I had  an  earned  de- 
fire to  be  diffolv-ed,  and  to  be  with  Cbrift.  I 
wanted  to  fee  Jefus,  who  bote  and  differed  fo 
much  for  me.” 

“ The  25th,  my  foul  was  very  dull.  I had  a 
defire  to  pray,  but  could  not,  through  the  dead- 
nefs  of  my  heart,  and  wandering  of  mv  thoughts. 
This  is  a thing  I have  to  complain  of  in  general; 

namely, 
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namely,  wandering  in  prayer, -want  oF  earneu- 
nefs  and  fervour. 

“ The  29th,  I cannot  fay,  that  till  three  o’clock 
I had  true  communion  with  God.  Eut  then,  the 
Lord  clearly  manifefted  himfelf  to  me.” 

ljji.  April  6.  I had  not  much  of  the  pre- 
fence of  God,  nor  of  the  comfort  of  the  Holy 
■Ghoft,  yet  my  heart  and  my  flefh  cry  out  for  the 
living  God  1 

“ O what  an  averfion  I had  this  morning  to 
fludy,  and  following  the  Lamb  ! If  it  were  not  for 
promifes  which  the  gofpel  affords,  I fhould  be 
often  brought  into  bondage:  very  often  is  my 
foul  cad  down  and  my  fpirit  difquieted  within 
me  ; fo  that  I mull  needs  utterly  faint,  if  it  was 
not  that  I firmly  hope  I final!  yet  praife  God  for 
the  health  of  his  countenance.  I felt  neither 
comfort  nor  power  in  preaching.  O what  a 
poor  creature  am  I when  left  to  rayfelf!  How 
dark  of  conception  ; how  flow  of  heart  and 
fpeech  ! It  fometimes  happens,  that  while  lam 
thus  writing  down  iny  condition,  the  Lord  ap- 
pears to  my  help  : fo  it  is  now  ; for  God  ha's  been 
pleafed  to  manifeft  himfelf  unto  me!  And  O 
what  a welcome  gueft  ! At  his  coming  my  reins 
and  my  heart  rejoice ; my  troubles  are  done 
away ; my  foul  is  greatly  refrefhed ; my  faith 
firengthened  ; my  hope  confirmed,  and  my  love 
encreafed.  Glory  be  to  God  moft  high !” 

“ God  and  his  ways  were  fweet  to  my  foul 
this  morning.  Great  was  the  peace  of  my  mind, 
O and 
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and  the  joy  which  arofe  from  confidering  what 
the  Lord  had  done  for  my  foul.  O how  did  I 
long  to  be  altogether  like  him,  in  righttoufne.fi 
and  true  holtnefs  / Throughout  the  day,  I enjoy- 
ed fweet  repofe  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  Ia 
the  evening  I preached  on  i Cor.  i.  30.  And 
God  did  indeed  pour  of  his  gracious  fpirit  into 
my  foul.  Truly  we  had  a heaven  upon  earth! 
O that  I had  the  tongue  of  an  angel  to  glorify 
thee  for  all  thy  benefits  1 

“ ThurJ.  ISiay  23.  I was  in  great  trouble, 
going  to  preaching  this  morning.  My  tempta- 
tions were  fore,  and  my  trials  exceeding  great; 
occafioned  partly,  by  the  condition  of  fome, 
who  for  a time  ran  well , but  are  turned  again  to 
the  flcfh-pots  of  Egypt.  While  I preached  how- 
ever, on  Pf.  xxiii.  x.  my  Shepherd  gave  me  to 
feed  upon  his  hidden  manna. 

* “ I found  it  hard  work  to  be  wholly  fet 
apart  for  God  this  day.  I preached  comfort  to 
others,  but  could  lay  hold  on  little  of  it  myfelf. 

I am  often  like  a da}'  in  fpring ; the  fun  Ali- 
ning bright  for  a little  while,  and  foon  withdraw- 
ing again.  The  fun  of  righteoufnefs  often  Alines 
upon  me,  with  his  bright  beams ; but  alas!  the 
light  is  foon  clouded,  and  the  joy  vaniAies  away. 
Yet  {fill,  bleffed  be  God,  my  heart  Aands  fait  be- 
lieving in  the  Lord.  For  I take  it  for  granted, 
that  the  want  oi  flrong  light  and  joy,  no  more 
argues  want  of  faith,  than  the  abfence  of  un- 
clouded 
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clouded  day,  argues  no  fun  in  the  firma- 
ment.” 

“ An  unufual  fondnefs  for  company,  brought 
deadnefs  upon  my  foul.  The  vanities  of  the 
world  importunately  intruded  upon  me.  If  God 
were  not  on  my  fide,  I fhould  have  been  long 
a?o  as  Sodom , and  like  unto  Gomorrah.  Such 
vanities  crouded  in  upon  me  at  prayer,  that  even 
I forgot  what  I was  faying.  I am  a man  forely 
difireffed  with  the  wandering  of  mv  heart.  I 
arofe  from  prayer  and  read,  and  prayed  again. 
The  Lord  at  lengthmet  me,  and  inftantly  releafed 
me  from  my  borrow,  and  gave  me  power  to  wait 
upon  him  without  diilraflion.” 

“ Sat.  June  12.  Great  was  the  comfort 
which  I had  in  God.  I had  the  full  aflurance  of 
faith,  that  God  was  my  God,  and  Cbrift  my 
Saviour.  O the  happinefs  of  knowing  this !” 

“ Tuef.  28.  I was  deeply  convinced  of  my 
depravity.  O my  God,  I fee  the  impurity  of 
my  heait  in  fuch  a manner  as  frightens  me.  I 
know  that  Chrift  can  have  no  communion  with 
Belial  ; neither  right eoufnefs  with  unrighteouf- 
nejs.  Lord  break  not  the  bruifed  reed,  nor 
quench  the  fmoaking  Jlax.  Rather  fend  down 
thy  Holy  Spirit,  and  fet  me  free  from  the  power 
of  indwelling  fin.  Confume  it  O God.  Callout 
the  fpirit  of  uncleannefs  for  Chrift’s  fake. 

“ This  afternoon  I walked  in  the  fields,  and 
had  a fweet  meeting  with  my  Lord.  He  give 
me  his  love. 
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“ Sunday  morning.  I was  fo  ftupid,  that  l 
could  fcarcely  pray.  Wandring  thoughts  croud- 
ed  in  upon  me.  O for  an  heart  to  pray.  I find 
in  general,  that  under  the  mod  afflictive  trials, 
when  I can  in  fervent  prayer  pour  out  mv  foul 
before  the  Lord,  he  gives  me  inffant  relief.  But 
when  I cannot  pray,  O then  is  my  life  burthen- 
fome  to  me;  I cannot  bear  myfelf.” 

“ The  word  this  morning,  was  fweet  to  the 
fouls  of  the  people.  They  feemed  to  drink  of 
the  fountain  of  the  water  of  life.  I had  a glori- 
ous manifeffation  of  the  love  of  God  to  my  foul. 
My  delight  furely  is  in  the  Lord,  and  his  Son  Je- 
fus  Chriff.  Thou  art  my  God,  my  love,  my 
joy,  my  help,  my  health,  and  my  all  in  all ' 
Bleffed  be  thy  name.  Amen. 

“ Too  much  given  to  talk  ; had  not  the  ufuai 
longing  after  prayer  and  meditation.  Yet  the 
Lord  helps  mine  infirmity. 

“ I had  great  joy  in  my  foul,  and  longing  de- 
fires to  be  with  Chriff.  O that  even  now,  I 
could  behold  his  lovely  face,  and  amiable  coun- 
tenance ! 

“ Friday , July  9th.  I had  a lively  fenfe  of  the 
Lord’s  having  blotted  out  my  former  tranfgrei- 
fions ; and  that  he  had  promifed  to  give  me  a 
clean  heart.  I had  great  peace ; my  foul  being 
filled  with  the  love  of  God.  ’ 

“ Sat.  xo.  Exercifed  this  morning  by  falfe  ac- 
cusations. My  only  concern  was,  left  it  fnould 
hinder  the  work  of  Gcd.  But  in  confideration 

of 
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of  his  over-ruling  power  and  providence,  I relied 
patiently  on  his  will.  My  Jefus  was  made  per- 
fe£l  through  fufferings.  O that  I may  be  ena- 
bled to  follow  my  mailer,  in  the  way  of  the 
crofs  ! 

Walking  in  a garden  this  day,  God  made  it 
an  Eden  to  my  foul ; pouring  his  love  into  my 
heart.  I partook  of  the  water  and  the  tree  of 
life  : and  the  hidden  manna  was  rained  from 
heaven  into  my  foul  ! 

Mond.  19.  All  the  day,  my  foul  thi riled  for 
the  living  God.  I was  tranfported,  and  ex- 
ceedingly rejoiced  in  reading  fome  divine  medi- 
tations. O my  God,  What  fhall  I fay  ? Angels 
cannot  praife  thee  worthily  ! What  then  fhall  I 
who  am  a worm  of  the  earth  do  ? O that  I had 
wings  like  a dove  ? Lovely  Jefus,  when  fhall  I 
fee  thy  face,  joining  the  red  of  the  redeemed, 
to  celebrate  the  wonders  of  thy  redeeming  love  ! 
O that  this  were  the  moment ! My  foul  fhall  ere 
long  take  its  flight  to  the  manfions,  which  I firm- 
ly believe  my  Saviour  is  preparing  for  me.  O 
my  God,  my  Saviour,  my  all  1 

“ Thurf.  25.  I had  but  little  light  or  power. 
The  Lord  humbled,  and  fhewed  me  mine  own 
weaknefs  ; but  did  not  leave  me  to  it.  He  fhew- 
ed me  clearly,  that  it  was  neither  to  my  graces, 
humblings,  defires,  doings,  or  fufferings  I mud: 
trud  for  happinefs  and  falvation,  but  in  Chrifl 
alone.  ’ 

O 3 Ah  1 
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“ Ah,  Lord,  who  is  fufficient  for  thefe  things? 
O Jet  me  die,  that  I may  fee  thee  ! Whither  is 
my  beloved  gone  ? Return  Lord,  return.  I am 
a feeble  and  helplefs  creature.  Yet  rejoice 
not  againft  me,  O mine  enemy  ; for  though  I 
fall  into  temptations,  heavinefs,  and  trials,  I 
fhall  rife  again.  O proud  Philifhnes,  deceitful 
Dehlahs,  inbred  fin,  pride  of  heart,  anger,  and. 
folly,  who  can  remove  you.  Lord  Jefus,  thou 
canft,  and  thou  alone.” 

“ A-t  the  facrament,  O how  did  my  foul  ban- 
quet in  Jefus  ! What  divine  confolation  did  I 
feel  in  God  my  Saviour.” 

“ Wed.  23.  Tempted  to  laugh  on  my  very 
knees,  O Lord  my  God  be  my  rock.  Hide  me 
in  thy  wounds,  and  deliver  me  from  myfelf.  O 
Jefus  I cry  out  of  the  deeps,  hear  my  prayer* 
and  let  my  cry  come  up  before  thee  ! 

Sure  lam,  that  if  my  falvation  depended  on 
ought  but  the  love  of  God  ?ny  Saviour , I never 
fhould  fee  the  Lord.  Alas  I am  all  weaknefs, 
unbelief,  difobedience,  and  darknefs.  My  foul 
was  weighed  down  with  inbred  fin.  But  I 
no  fooner  began  to  complain,  and  bewail  my- 
felf before  him,  than  he  poured  his  love  upon 
me,  and  gave  me  fweet  accefs  to  him.” 

“ 1732.  Jan.  6.  I could  hardly  account  to 
myfelf,  how  my  thoughts  had  been  employed 
this  day.  O that  they  were  every  moment  taken 
up  in  the  contemplation  of  thy  wondrous  love 
and  compaffion  to  me,  and  all  the  fallen  race  ; O 

for 
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/or  an  humble,  lowly,  Ample,  pure,  and  perfect 
mind  ! What  (hall  I fay  to  thee,  thou  delight  of 
my  heart  ? How  much  fairer  art  thou  than  the 
fons  of  men  !” 

* “ When  I look  back  upon  my  life  I can  fee 
nothing  that  does  not  need  to  be  walked  with  the 
blood  of  Chrilf.  My  bell  actions  are  imperfefil 
I have  need  to  fly  to  my  Saviour,  that  from  him 
I might  receive  that  robe,  which  is  pure  and 
compleat.  My  whole  defire  is  to  be  devoted  to 
thee  ! 

“ Afhamed.  to  lift  my  eyes  up  to  heaven.  I 
fell  down  before  the  Lord  my  maker ; and  I may 
well  fay  that  he  waited  to  be  gracious  ; for  before 
I could  utter  many  words  his  love  filled  my 
heart.  I could  then  look  up  with  confidence, 
and  faw  my  Father  God,  fmile  upon  me,  and  my 
dear  Redeemer  at  his  right  hand  full  of  grace  and 
truth  for  me.  O how  fweetly  did  the  ever  bleffed 
Trinity  join  to  blefs  me!  Help  me  to  praife 
thee,  O thou  flrength  of  lfrael. 

“ God  was  much  with  me  in  private.  O what 
a heaven  upon  earth  is  it,  to  commune  with  him 
in  prayer,  holy  reading,  and  divine  meditation. 
Jefus  is  a well  of  life.  How  blefled  is  it  to  hold 
intimacy  with  him  ! This  is  paradife  indeed. 

“ Sunday.  It  was  a glorious  fabbath  to  my 
foul.” 

“ Part  of  this  day  was  the  happieft  I ever  yet 
faw.  I could  freely  depart  to  be  with  him  whom 
my  foul  loveth.  Truly  I feemed  to  antedate  the 
G 4 fweet- 
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fweetnefs  of  the  ccleftial  felicity,  which  the -glo- 
rified fpirits  enjoy,  above  ! My  long  was  praifec 
to  my  God. 

Had  calm  repofe  in  God.  A dav  of  fore  temp- 
tation. I was  kept,  but  thro’  momentary  watch- 
ing unto  prayer.  O what  am  I ! How  weak,  how 
blind,  how  poor  ! As  to Jlrengtk , a bruifed  reed  ; 
/ for  love  and  zeal,  as  the  fomaking  flax.  But  thou, 
O God,  art  ftrong,  and  in  thee  is  my  hope. 

Ill  in  body,  dark  in  mind,  dead  in  affections,; 
and  forely  troubled  with  temptations.  Yet  I was 
preferved  from  inclining  to  iniquity  with  my 
heart. 

Sunday.  My  foul  agonized  to  enter  into  the 
reft  of  the  people  of  God.  I faw  him  by  faith, 
and  the  promifes  were  ftronglv  brought  to  my 
remembrance,  efpecially,  “ Afk  what  you  will, 
and  it  lhall  be  done  unto  you.” 

“ 1753*  March.  7.  In  the  morning  there 
was  an  open  intercourfe  between  God  and  my 
foul,  which  for  fome  hours  remained  undifturb- 
ed.  About  noon  1 felt  fore  war  between  nature 
and  grace ; fo  that  I was  brought  low.  Nature 
would  have  me  manage  for  myfelf,  grace  was 
for  calling  all  my  care  upon  God.  O thou  au- 
thor of  every  good- gift,  fend  me  help  from  thy 
holy  place  to  fubdue  the  old  man.  Take  away 
the  perverfenefs  of  my  own  natural  will,  and 
make  me  lowly  and  patient  as  thou  my  Lord  art. 

Thou 
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Thou  art  the  fource  of  grace  and  of  goodnefs. 
In  thee,  O Lamb  of  God,  is  all  I want. 

Thurjday  8.  Poured  out  my  foul  before  the 
Lord,  who  gave  me  to  feel  hearty  contrition 
with  earneft  defires  to  be  fanflified  wholly.  For 

“ O how  wavering  is  my  mind 
Toft  about  with  every  wind  P 
O how  quickly  doth  my  heart 
From  the  living  God  depart.” 

Son  of  God,  fet  me  free,  and  knit  my  foul  to 
thyfelf ! 

Sat.  10.  The  Lord  fweetly  refrefhed  my  fpirit, 
I was  ftrongly  moved  to  pour  out  my  foul,  for 
my  enemies,  and  all  that  forget  God.  There 
was  a burning  in  my  heart  alter  all  the  life  of 
God.  Nothing  appeared  fo  defirable  as  holinefs* 

0 God  take  the  whole  capacity  of  my  foul,  and 
poffefs  it  by  thy  fpirit. 

Sunday  25.  I have  had  a proof  to  day  of 
the  vanity  and  uncertainty  of  human  friendfhip. 
Some  who  loved  and  greatly  efteemed  me  when 

1 left  Dublin,  about  ten  weeks  ago,  will  now,  at 
my  return,  hardly  fpeak  to  me.  O that  I may 
feek  friendfhip  and  all  good  in  God  alone. 

* “ Some  words  I heard  this  morning  pierced 
me  to  the  very  foul.  Enter  not  intojudgment 
with  thy  fervant,  O Lord.  I fly  to  Jefus,  the 
iujl  one,  to  hide  me  in  his  woundsi  He  is-  my 
fanfluary,  the  ark,  the  covenant,  and  the  true 
O 5 altar* 
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altar.  Come  my  life,  my  treafure,  and  my  God, 
fhine  into  this  drooping  heart.  Have  I not  an 
intereft  in  thy  blood  ! Am  I not  a child  of  thine, 
O God  ? Haft  thou  not  faid  unto  me,  live?  O 
that  thy  powerful  voice  would  now  fpeak  to  my 
foul,  andblefs  me,  O my  Father! 

“ How  little  do  I know  of  Gcd,  or  of  myfelf  ? 
O what  a myfterv  is  man  ? How  difficult  to 
find,  and  then  to  lofe  himfelf!  Lord,  I long  to 
be  fettled  and  fixed  in  thee  ! O how  does  this  mor- 
tal body  prefs  down  the  foul  !” 

“ Sat.  April  21.  Strengthened  in  the  hope  of 
full  redemption.  Jefus  forfake  me  not,  or  I 
fhall  be  of  all  men  moft  miferable  !:> 

“ Wednef.  May  4.  Woke  with  the  prefence  of 
God.  Jefus  was  amiable,  and  altogether  love- 
ly to  my  foul.  My  heart  was  carried  out  in  praife 
to  him  for  redeeming  me,  and  making  me  his 
own  for  ever,  by  the  wafhing  of  regeneration, 
and  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

#“I  earneftly  longed  after  inward  holinfcfs : the 
image  of  God  brought  into  my  foul.  For  then 
only  fhall  I be  truly  happy,  when  felf-love,  felf- 
wili,  and  all  other  roots  of  bitternefs  are  root- 
ed out  of  my  heart,  and  the  pure  love  of  God 
overflows  my  whole  foul.  When  Jefus  is  the 
fupreme  and  foie  governor,  and  all  things  within, 
are  fubdued  by  his  grace  ; then  the  heart  refts  in 
peace,  and  all  things  move  in  their  proper  time 
•and  manner.  The  foul  is  retired,  tho:  in  the  midft 
of  hurry  ; and  fv.eet  peace,  and  joy  flow  from  Jeho- 
vah, their  fource.  This  is  the  victory,  the  falva- 
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lion,  the  liberty,  the  deliverance  from  fin,  which 
very  few  believe,  and  which  no  one  can  know, 
fave  he  that  receiveth  it.  But  it  is  the  privilege 
of  the  children  of  God,  and  every  one  who  fin- 
cerely  feeks  and  with  all  his  might,  11  rives  for  it, 
fhall  furely  attain,  by  the  Spiiit  ol  the  Lord;  for 
the  mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  fpoken  it. 

“ Frid.  31.  After  preaching,  gave  myfelf  to 
my  ufual  lludy.  O freedom  of  heart,  and  con- 
tempt of  the  world,  how  great  bleffings  are  ye  ? 
Plentifully  did  the  Lord  fhower  his  love  into  my 
foul  this  day,  in  our  public  meeting.  Verily 
thou  art  the  pleafure  of  iny  foul,  the  hope  and 
defire  of  my  heart.” 

“ This  day  God  prepared  me  for  a fore  trial, 
by  giving  me  fweet  repofe  in  his  love.  I lived 
as  it  were  in  heaven.  My  foul  was  ravifhedwith 
his  fweetnefs.  So  was  I enabled  to  bear  with 
calmnefs  and  patience,  the  abufive  language  of 
one  wTho  came  to  my  room,  breathing  out  threat- 
enings  againft  me.  Alas,  How  many  are  there 
who  are  great  friends  in  profeflion,  but  not.  fuch 
in  reality. 

“ Sat.  Augujt  <2 9.  In  the  night  I was  grievous- 
ly tempted  of  the  devil.  He  injefted  fuch  blaf- 
phemies,  and  threw  fuch  fiery  darts  as  I never 
experienced  belore.  I was  fore  amazed,  and 
cried  unto  the  Lord  Jefus.  He  heard  my  cry, 
bruifed  his  head  and  delivered  my  foul  from  his 
rage  and  fury.  Lord,  thou  upholdefl  me,  or  I 
Ihould  fall  ! O flay  with  me,  till  i 'arrive  fafe  in 
thy  kingdom ! 0 6 “ Sunday 
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“ Sunday,  Sept.  t.  Was  a clay  of  feailing  and 
rejoicing  to  mv  foul.  I had  fweet  converfe  with 
my  Beloved,  while  I joyed  in  his  falvation.  I 
proclaimed  his  name  to  thoufands,  from  Jertr,u 
vi.  10.  And  never  felt  more  freedom  to  preach 
my  Saviour.  O my  Lord,  thou  art  precious  to 
my  foul,  and  thy  fervice  is  my  reward  ! 

“ 1754.  Sunday,  March.  At  the  Lord’s  fup- 
per  this  morning,  my  foul  was  dilfolved  with  di- 
vine love.  I could  blefs  God  that  ever  I was 
born  to  fo  happy  and  glorious  an  end,  as  to  love 
and  praiie  and  ferve  my  Redeemer.  Yes,  Jefus, 
thou  art  precious  to  my  foul.  Thy  yoke  is  cafy, 
and  thy  commandments  holy  and  juft  and  good, 
I defire  to  keep  them  with  my  whole  heart.” 

“ The  more  I fee  of  the  world,  the  lefs  hap- 
pinefs  I can  difcern  in  it.  Happy  are  they  who 
are  well  out  of  it.  Let  me  die  the  death  cf  the 
righteous,  and  let  my  lad  end  be  like  his. 

“ I wept  and  rejoiced  that  God  had  given  me 
3 foul -capable  oflovinghim.  In  reading  and  me- 
ditating in  the  open  air,  my  foul  taded  of  the  joys 
in  part,  which  thofe  fpirits  enjoy  who  behold  his 
face  continually. 

“ My  foul  vehemently  groaned  and  longed  for 
full  redemption,  while  it  enjojed  fweet  converfe 
with  my  dear  Lord  Jefus. 

« Sat.  23.  I had  intercourfe  with  heaven  all 
day.  1 thirded  for  the  falvation  of  all  men,  as  for 
mv  own  foul.  I was  alfo  deeply  humbled  before 
the  Lord,  feeing.ro}' felf  the.  mod  vile  end  unwor- 
thy 
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thy  of  ail  his  creatures.  He  likewife  made  met 
willing  to  be  defpifed  and  evil  fpoken  of.  And  I 
cannot  but  admire  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of- 
God,  in  fo  preparing  me  for  what  foon  followed.. 
One  of  my  acquaintance,  that  went  with  me  to 
the  houfe  of  God,  laid  to  my  charge  things  which 
I knew  not.  I fent  for  him,  but  he  could  fay 
nothing  to  my  face.  His  mouth  was  hopped, 
and  he  feemed  quite  afhamed.  I felt  much  pa* 
tience  and  pity  towards  him.  Lord  Jefus,  give 
him  repentance,  and  take  prejudice  out  of  his 
heart.” 

“ Friday,  May  3.  I had  a feeling  fenfe  of 
the  treafures  of  grace  and  glory,  which  are  laid 
up  for  me,  both  here,  and  in  heaven.  O what  a 
heaven  did  I experience  in  being  able  to  call 
God,  my  God,  and  my  Father  ! 


G H A P.  II. 

Tht  extracl  from  his  diary  continued. 

?TpHE  acCount  of  his  experience,  given  in  the 
A preceding  chapter  begins  with  the  hrL 
year  of  his  converficn  ; in  which  likewife  he  be- 
gan ro  labour  for  the  good  of  his  neighbour. 
And  it  may  beobferved,  that  in  his  progrefs,  the 
experience  of  his  heart,  had  its  certain  progref- 
flve  ftages,  refemhling  in  fome  degree,  that  of  the- 

Jhining_ 
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Jhining  light , or  fun  : a day  fuppofe,  whofe  early 
dawn  is  clear  and  promifing,  and  whofe  light 
and  heat  Hill  increafe  ere  long,  is  overcad  with 
clouds,  and  didurbed  with  temped:  the  fun 
however  keeps  his  courfe,  and  hill  goes  on  to 
the  p erj, e ft.  day.  Such  like  wife  is  the  path  of  the 
jujl,  and  fuch  was  the  experience  of  this  fervant 
of  God. 

The  fird  difplay  of  the  divine  go'odnefs  to  his 
haul  in  judification,  was  fo  clear,  and  his  ioy 
thereupon  was  fo  exceeding  flrong,  that  he  had 
then  no  expectation  of  feeing  war  any  more. 
And  he  was  indeed  carried  on  fweetly,  for  force 
confiderable  time. 

But  whatever  wras  the  caufe  he  afterwards  felt 
otherwife ; often  groaning  under  a body  of  fin 
and  death  ; complaining  of  flruggles,  between 
nature  and  grace;  and  of  inconflancy  and  weak- 
nefs  in  general  : with  ardent  pourings  cut  of  his. 
foul  to  God,  for. complete  deliverance.  And  his 
third  after  it  was  confiderably  augmented,  by  the 
tranfient  taftes,  with  which  it  pleafc.d  God  to  fa- 
vour him  from  time  to  time,  of  the  heaven  of  lov- 
ing him  alone,  with  all  the  powers  of  his  foul. 

The  feeling  of  his  heart  in  reference  thereto  ; 
the  methods  which  he  purfued  in  order  to  attain- 
it,  and  the  progrefs  which  by  the  grace  of  God 
lie  made  therein,  are  the  fubjeft  of  this  chapter. 
Only  for  the  fake  of  fome,  who  defire  the  fulled; 
information  concerning  him,  I fiiall  prefix  a let- 
ter, he  font  me  to  Eriflol , from  London , in  anfwer 

to 
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to  fome  enquiries  which  I made,  occasioned  by* 
the  following  circumhance.  Some  months  before 
he  left  London,  the  laft  time,  a report  prevailed 
that  he  profelfed  to  be  cltanfd from  all fin.  On 
my  hearing  this,  I wrote  to  know  it  from  him- 
felf.  He  fent  me  the  following  anfwer. 

London,  June  17,  1757., 

“ My  dear  Brother. 

“T7CTHAT  you  mention  concerning  m% 
V V I anfwer  thus.  ill.  I feel  the  con- 
flant  witnefs  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  that  I am  for- 
given ; and  that  I love  God  and  my  neighbour.. 
2dly.  I do  not  feel  any  evil  tempers.  3<dly.  I 
firmly  believe  that  God  will  eternally  fave  my 
foul.  But  whether  all  fin  is  taken  out  of  my  hear', 
and  the  poffibility  of  grieving  the  Spirit  of  God^ 
I do  not  determine ; neither  do  I think  that  I 
love  either  God,  or  my  neighbour  as  I ought,  or 
as  I fhall.  I am  helplefs,  but  God  is  my  ftrength. 
I live  by  faith.  I am  afhamed.  I have  no  wifb, 
that  any  one  Ihould  believe  I am  faved  from  ail 
fin.  Indeed  I ought  to  juftify  every  one  that  be- 
lieves the  contrary,  fuppofing  it  was  fo.  But 
alas  ! If  Chr-iff  did  not- pray  for  me,  and  keep  me 
every  moment,  I rhould  go  to  the  devil.  Gal.  id 
ip.  is  what  I feel.  Jefus  Chrift  is  all  in  all. 

“ I have  written  fimply,  make  the  bell  ufe  yea 
can  of  it ; but  fay  nothing  of  it  to  any  one.  (this 

& 
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I requeft.*)  O let  me  be  forgotten  : not  of  Gci, 
or  of  his  children  in  prayer : but  as  I defirc  no 
good  to  be  faid  oTme,  I would  not  have  any  one 
fin  againft  God  in  thinking,  or  fpeaking  the  evil 
which  my  heart  abhors.  It  is  much  to  the  glory 
of  God,  to  fave  a proud,  angry,  felf-willed,  fear- 
ful, and  unbelieving  finner;  therefore  I almofl 
fay,  that  I glory  in  mine  infirmities,  that  the 
itrengtb,  and  grace  of  Chrift,  may  reft  upon  me, 
and  fave  me  from  them  all ; and  this  he  will  do3 
as  fure  as  he  is  faithful  and  true. 

I am,  your  affectionate  brother, 

Thomas  WalJl.T 

His  ftruggles,  fentiments,  and  attainments, 
partly  before,  and  partly  after  this  letter,  even  to 
his  death,  are  farther  reprefented  in  the  follow- 
ing extracts. 

* London , Sunday,  June  2.  All  this  forenoon 
I was  raifed  above  myfelf,  and  loft  in  God. 
Heaven  as  it  were  came  down  into  my  foul,  and 
I law  the  glory  of  the  world  to  come  ! I beheld  all 
the  glory  of  this  world,  as  the  mire  in  the  ftreets. 
But  Oh,  the  views,  which  I had  of  heaven,  and 
the  foretafte  of  thofe  ravi  thing  joys,  that  flow 
there,  fo  tranfoorted  my  foul,  that  I could  blefs 
God,  that  ever  I was  born." 

* “ Tuefday  4.  My  foul  was  tranfported  this 
day  to  fuch  a degree,  as  greatly  affe&ed  even  my 

body. 

* And  his  requeft  waj  then  carefully  obferved.  Butthepre* 
ieot  occafion,.  will  bethought  rcafon  fuffisient  for  gublilbin?  it. 
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body.  I do  not  reeollefl,  that  1 ever  before  fell 
fuch  a fenfe  of  the  prefence  and  glory  of  God. 
Surely  if  he  fhould  manifelf  himfelfa  few  degrees- 
more  to  me,  I could  not  live  in  the  body  !” 

* “ Sunday  g.  I gave  tnyfelf  up  to  God.  I 
heartily  defire  to  give  my  whole  heart,  chearful- 
3y,  and  without  referve  to  thee  my  love  ! Many 
things  would  alienate  it  from  thee.  But  O my 
Saviour,  keep  thou  my  every  defire.  Knit  me 
clofely  to  thyfelf,  and  fuffer  no  falfe  fire  to  abide 
in  my  heart.  I acknowledge,  O my  God,  that 
it  is  an  amazing  inftanee  of  thy  love,  that  thou 
haft  made  me  a child  of  thine.  Let  1 befeech- 
thee,  thy  goodnefs  be  the  ftrongeft  tie  to  keep 
my  heart  flayed  upon  thee. 

“ Tuefday  18.  I was  fo  low  in  body,  that  1 
could  hardly  fpeak  or  think.  Oh,  how  does 
this  corruptible  body  prefs  down  my  foul!  Yet  I 
can  praife  God  for  his  difpenfations  towards  me  ; 
he  afflidls  me,  that  I may  be  partaker  of  his  ho- 
linefs.” 

“ At  the  Lord’s  table  I was  in  an  agony  for  ho- 
linefs.  My  foul,  and  even  my  body,  were  ready 
to  faint  with  defire,  and  longing  for  all  the  mind 
that  was  in  Chrift  Jefus.” 

“ Saturday,  July  20.  O how  my  foul  labour- 
ed with  God  in  fecret  prayer!  I faid  in  my  heart, 
if  I am  indeed  a child,  of  God,  Why  have  I not 
greater  defires  to  depart,  and  to  be  with  Chrift  ? 
I proftrated  myfelf  before  the  throne  of  grace,  and 
cried  to  God  to  anfwer  me  as  by  fire : and  he 
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foon  filenced  my  defpondences  byanfwering  itf 
tny  heart,  “ My  fon,  thou  art  mine.” 

“ Wednesday , Sept.  21.  God  overpowered 
my  whole  frame,  fo  that  my  body  fainted  under 
the  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift.” 

* Saturday , Sept.  26.  My  heart  was  quite 
melted  with  a fetife  of  the  goodnefs  of  God,  and 
of  my  own  vilenefs.  I think  I now  begin  to  re- 
pent ; to  have  a godly  forrow  for  my  frns.  Of 
this  I am  well  allured,  that  thoughts  which  were 
in  my  mind  a year  ago,  are  now  a gtief  to  me. 
The  Spirit  of  God  brings  the  fins  of  my  whole 
life  to  my  remembrance.  I read  them  all,  but 
more  efpecially,  whatever  has  been  wrong  in  me, 
fince  I was  converted.  My  fpirit  within  me 
mourns,  and  my  heart  feelingly  fays,  “ Oh  that 
I had  never  finned  ! O that  my  foul  and  body 
had  been  always  pure  before  thee!  Oh  that  I had 
always  the  fame  light  and  power  that  God  has 
given  me  now  1”  But  altho’  I am  vile,  yet  this, 
blelfed  be  God  I know,  there  is  now  no  con- 
demnation to  me  : the  blood  of  Chrift  hath  wafh- 
ed  away  all  my  fins.  I have  the  Spirit  of  adop- 
tion, and  the  peace  of  my  God.  I love  him,  and 
all  his  dear  children  ; yea,  and  my  enemies  like- 
wife.  I hunger  and  thirl!  after  righteoufnefs.  I 
rejoice  in  my  God,  and  delight  in  doing  his  will. 
I know  in  whom  I have  believed.  My  name  is 
written  in  heaven.  Hallelujah  1” 

“ Friday , Nov.  22.  I enjoyed  a fulnefs  of 
God  in  my  foul ; and  had  infinite  fweetnefs  in 

com- 
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communion  with  my  Saviour.  Lord  I am  not 
worthy  of  thefe  manifeftations  : But  I fee  all  is 
of free  grace.  I receive  all  through  Chrifl  the 

righteous.  He  drank  the  bitter  cup,  that  I 
might  drink  the  cup  of  confolation.  Lord  I 
would  love  thee  infinitely,  if  I were  able!  My 
whole  foul  cries  out  for  power  to  do  thy  will 
perfe&Iy.” 

“ Mond.  Dec.  2.  I fee!  I am  a mere  nothing,, 
and  that  if  God  withdraw  bis  grace  from  me  but 
for  a moment,  I fhould  do  nothing  but  fin.’ 

* Sun.  22.  All  the  day  long  my  Lord  was 
wonderfully  prefent  with  me  in  every  ordinance. 
Truly  my  foul  longed  vehemently  to  be,  and 
live  like  my  Saviour  the  holy  Jefus.  This  in- 
deed is  the  thing  I aim  at;  and  I believe  accord- 
ing to  the  fure  word  of  promife,  I fhall  attain. 
O what  depths  and  heights  of  holinefs  do  I dif- 
cern  attainable  in  this  world.” 

* “ I felt  much  fliame  before  the  Lord  to  day, 
for  my  unfaithfulnefs,  and  unfruitfulnefs.  O 
God  enter  not  into  judgment  with  me  for  my 
fins  of  omiffion  ! 

* “ Sund.  July  4.  I was  troubled  in  my  fpi- 
rit  becaufe  of  lightnefs  of  heart,  and  fpeaking 
viy  own  words,  (Ifa.  lviii.)  How  many  idle 
words  do  I fpeak  ! It  ill  becomes  a Chriftian, 
much  more  a preacher  ever  to  laugh.” 

“ OB.  6.  I rofe  with  much  borrow  and  con- 
cern ; and  with  fhame  and  much  brokennefs  oF 
heart,  bowed  my  foul  before  the  Lord.  My 

heavinefss 
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heavinefs  endured  as  it  were  but  a moment,  and" 
the  divine  light  (hone  tranfcendently  bright  upon 
my  foul.  Praying  with  a few  friends,  my  joy  in 
the  Lord  overcame  my  feeble  body.  And  it' 
proved  to  be  a preparation  for  a trial,  which 
came  foon  after.  I' -had  fweet  communion  with 
Jefus,  and  three  of  his  redeemed  ones  this  da yv 
In  the  evening  I prefled  upon  the  people  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  inward,  life,  from  Acls  v.  20.” 

“ My  foul  was  mightily  encouraged  while  I 
expounded,  John  xiv.  21 — 23.  Inward  and 
conflant  liberty  is  what  I want ; to  be  always  re- 
colledled,  having  my  mind  flayed  upon  God. 
I would  live-like  an  angel  below.  For  fome  mo- 
ments indeed,  I often  love  and  rejoice  in  a won- 
derful manner  r but  alas,  “ How  foon  it  dies 
away.”  I become  comparatively  cold,  and  can 
neither  pray  with  freedom,  nor  rejoice  with  re- 
verence. 

“ Still,  nature,  the  devil  and  grace,  are  driv- 
ing with  me:  Chrift  however  has  the  upper- 
hand  ; but  I want  him  “ to  live  and  reign,  the 
Lord  of  every  motion  of  my  foul.” 

“ I prayed  with  my  kindred  at  taking  my  leave 
of  them.*  My  brother  and  filler  were  ill,  and 
my  mother  weeping  after  me.  I found  a great 
flruggle,  and  believe  I Ihould  have  flayed,  but 
for  thofe  feriptures,  He  that  lotetk  father  or  me- 
ther  more  than  me,  is  not  worthy  oj  me.  And, 

Let 

* He  was  then  going  to  England  the  third,  aj.d  which  was  the 
time. 
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iXet  the  dead  bury  their  dead ; but  go  thou  and 
preach  the  kingdom  of  God . My  heart  felt  pain 

and  forrow  : but  I took  up  my  crofs,  and  went 
immediately  to  Betty  gar  am  (where  were  a colony 
of  Germans ) and  preached  that  night.  O what 
is  needful  for  a minilfter  of  Jefus ! What  faitn. 
love,  purity,  divine  light,  life  and  {Length  tc 
finilh  his  courfe  with  joy  ! 

Meeting  the  penitents,  I could  hardly  fpeak 
In  the  1 aft  prayer,  I was  fo  overpowered  with 
the  prefence  and  majefty  of  God. 

I rofe  early  this  morning,  after  watering  my 
pillow  with  my  tears  more  than  ever  I remem- 
ber to  have-done  before. 

Throughout  the  various  exercifes  of  the  dav 
* I had  ftrong  affu  ranee,  that  the  Lord  would  e- 
ternally  fave  me,  efpecially  as  I fat  at  dinner, 
converfing  with  my  brethren  of  the  things  of 
God.” 

“ Having  this  evening  to  myfelf  without 
preaching  (a  rare  thing  with  him)  I fhut  my- 
felf up,  and  fought  the  Lord  with  prayers 
and  tears.  Shew  me,  my  Lord,  thy  glory,  or 
let  me  die  that  I may  fee  thee  ! If  I cannot  per- 
feftly  love  thee,  and  do  thy  will  upon  earth, 
fend  for  me  and  take  my  foul  to  heaven.  But 
Lord,  God,  haft  thou  not  fpoken  by  Mojcs , Deut. 
xxx.  6.  and  by  Ezek.  xxxiv.  23 — 32.  If  thefe 
are  thy  words  and  promifes,  I pray  and  plead, 
that  they  may  be  fulfilled  in  me,  according  to 

their 
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their  utmoft  extent,  O come  and  baptize  me  with 
fire  ! 

At  prayer  with  fome  friends,  the  Lord  appli- 
ed powerfully  to  my  heart,  “ Go  and  fin  no 
more!”  Now  the  Lord  has  anfwered  for  himfeif. 
1 believe  it  is  his  will,  that  from  this  moment  I 
fhould  fin  no  more  1 and  that  I Ihould  have  fuch  a 
faith,  as  never  to  depart  from  Chi  ill  in  thought, 
word,  or  deed  ; thatfo,  being  infepai  ably  one  with 
him  I fhould  walk  in  the  fpirit,  and  fing  and 
praife  him  evermore  ! Angels  praife  my  Saviour  ! 

1757.  Sunday.  All  the  day  I was  happy  in 
rny  Lord,  rejoicing  in  confidence  that  he  would 
fave  me  eternally.  I could  pray,  and  love,  and 
weep.” 

“ It  was  a day  of  great  blefiing,  and  of  great 
trials.  I came  home  through  much  fnow  and 
rain.  But  it  was  all  fweet  with  Chrift.  I called 
on  the  ft rong  for  ftrength  ; and  after  meditation, 
lay  down  fir-peace."’ 

“ Thurf.  I employed  all  the  da)'  in  reading  the 
Hebrew  and  Greek  fcriptures,  fave  fome  time 
which  I fpent  in  endeavouring  to  convince  a 
man,  that  there  is  falvation  for  a perfon  though  he 
does  not  make  ufe  of  the  church  liturgy. 

With  a heart  full  of  matter,  I preached  on 
Eph.  vi.  11.  I could  truly  fay,  that  the  law  of 
thy  mouth  is  dearer  unto  me,  than  thoufands  ol 
gold  and  filver. 

At  dinner  my  foul  was  Tweedy  drawn  out  al- 
ter God,  I felt  fuch  an  affuranceof  eternal  falva- 
tion, as  I never  had  before  ; not  with  luch  clear- 
nefs  of  evidence.  I fe-£ 
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I felt  great  love  to  all'  mankind.  My  ford 
pleaded  with  God  in  their  behalf.  O Jefus 
Fallen  thy  kingdom.  Come  and  put  a period  to 
fm  and  mifery  ! O my  God,  buffer  not  a vain 
thought  to  live  in  me.  I never  can  reft  till  Jefus 
has  poured  his  humble,  pure,  and  happy  mind 
into  my  foul.  For  fome  moments  I did  tafte  of 
the  felicity  of  heaven  ; but  thro’  pain  and  unbe- 
lief it  was  of  Ihort  continuance.” 

“ Friday.  It  being  the  public  faft.  I preach- 
ed on  Ifai.  Iviii.  3.  It  was  a day  of  feafting 
to  my  foul.  With  great  delight  I refted  in  my 
God.  And  it  feemed  tome,  that  the  people  of 
God  were  not  yet  to  luffer.  Hereafter  it  will  be ; 
but  at  prefent,  the  grand  controverfy  is  with  anti- 
chrift.*  Jefus  will  avenge  the  quarrel  of  his  co- 
venant.” 

“ I feek  perfection,  and  uninterrupted  com- 
munion with  the  blelfed  God,  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghoft.  True,  I am  not  worthy  of  the 
crumbs  under  thy  table  ; yet  I look  thro’  thy  rich 

grace, 

* For  fome  confiderable  time  before,  and  during  great  part  of 
his  laid  ficknefs,  his  thoughts  entered  deeply,  into  the  prophecies 
of  Daniel  and  the  Revelation.  He  calculated  the  times  with  great 
exaftnefs.  and  fpared  no  labour  and  pains,  to  be  fully  informed 
concerning  the  great- things  which  thole  pafiages  teach  dill  await 
the  world.  In  Ihort  he  was  rapt  up  in  ihofe  luture  Icenes,  LiJUn- 
ing  to  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  God,  in  his  kingdom  of  grace  and 
glory.  His  opinion  was,  that  great  and  amazing  things  were  at 
the  door,  and  he  has  frequently  faid  to  a young  man,  “ My  bro- 
ther if  you  live  to  the  years  of  a man  (meaning  three  fcore  and 
ten)  you  lhall  fee  thefe  things.” 
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.•grace,  for  all  the  precious  and  eternal  tlefhngs  of 
ihe  new  Covenant.” 

“ S-unday.  This  was  a glorious  day  indeed. 

' Great  and  marvellous  were  the  bleffings  which 
God  bed  owed  upon  me.  He  bleffes  me  in  every 
duty  : all  is  ilfeful ; all  works  together  for  my 
good.  I go  on  my  way  finging  the  hundred  and 
thirty-eighth  pfalm,  They 'Jkff.ll f.ng  in  the  ways  of 
the.  Lord  ; [or  great  is  the  glory  of  the  Lord. 

“ Jefus  was  with  me  in  all  I did.  He  gave 
me  light,  love,  help,  joy,  peace,  and  ftrength  in 
all.  In  his  Spirit  I went  to  reft.” 

* “ Wherever  1 was,  and  in  whatsoever  I did, 
my  foul  delighted  in  God  : never  had  I deeper, 
or  more  fweet  manifeftations  of  his  gracious  pre- 
fence. I could  not  but  praife  him,  and  third  for 
more  perledt  union  with  him’!  Surely  this  is  the 
foretafte  of  glory  ! O ifChriftians  did  but  rightly 
underhand  the  nature,  power,  and  extent  of 
the  kingdom  of  God  in  the  foul,  I am  perfuaded 
they  would  not  reft  fatisfied  with  bare  pardon  of 
ftn,  andfomejoy  and  peace,  when  they  may 
have  perfeft  and  uninterrupted  reft!  If  once  fin 
be  totally  deftroyed,  and  the  Spirit  filled  with 
the  light,  and  love  of  God,  it  is  then  neither 
hurt  nor  hindred,  by  any  perfon  or  thing;  but 
fteddily  goes  on  its  heavenly  journey,  united  to 
Chnft,  more  and  more  daily.  It  dees  not  yet  ap- 
pear what  zve  fnall  be,  even  in  this  world. 

* “ O Chrift,  What  haft  thou  done  for  me ! 
What  {hall  I fay  of,  or  unto  thee  ? This  I fay, 
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that  I love  thee ! O let  it  be  with  all  my  heart, 
and  foul,  and  mind,  and  firength.  At  intercef* 
don,  I felt  fuch  a degree  of  the  prefence  of  God, 
as  utterly  amazed  me.  O glorious  Lord,  how 
fit  all  I blefs  thee  !” 

“ * My  heart  continually  refled  in  God,  and 
drank  of  the  living  waters;  yea,  my  very  body 
was  fupporled  by  the  joy  wherewith  my  foul 
was  refrefhed  : fo  that  after  preaching  three  times 
to-day,  befide  vifiting  the  ftek,  and  well ; my 
firength  was  more  than  when  I rofe  in  the  morn- 

Ang” 

“ Friday.  A day  of  fading  (a  frequent  praflice 
-of  his.)  At  prayer  my  foul  was  greatly  humbled 
before  God.  Entire  refignation,  without  much 
joy,  was  the  date  of  my  heart  this  day.” 

“ Saturday , March  12,  1757.  Preparing  for 
a flrort  journey  to-day,  and  laying  up  my  books, 
I felt  fome  little  didraclion.  I could  blefs  God 
however,  that  I had  not  money  to  lay  up.  Alar, 
for  the  rich  of  this  world  : how  are  they  to  be  pi- 
tied ! How  hardly  can  they  be  faved  ? Jefus, 
make  and  keep  me  poor  in  fpirit  ; nor  fuffer 
this  world  ever  to  defile  me.  Suffer  not  mv  foul 
to  cleave  to  the  dull,  but  caufe  a ! my  arfeclions 
to  flaw  towards  thyfelf.  I would  not  live  upon 
earth.  I defire,  pray,  and  labour,  that  my  heart 
may  be  in  heaven,  with  Chrid  my  head. 

“ Sun.  13.  I converfed  with  one  to-day, 
■who  told  me,  that  for  fourteen  years  lad  pad, 
die  never  found  any  unhappinefs,  but  always  re- 
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•joiced  in  the  love  of  God.  Before  and  after  L- 
crament,  I found  fuch  defire,  asalmofl;  made  my 
heartbreak.  My  foul  and  flefh  cried,  mourned 
and  wept  for  the  perfefl  love  of  God.  There  is 
a beauty  and  excellence  in  holinefs,  which  has 
quite  won  my  heart.” 

“ All  day,  both  in  reading,  prayer,  and  con- 
verfalion,  I felt  fomethingof  that  promife,  John 
iv.  14.  I look  for  religion  to  poffefs,  and  en- 
tirely change  me.  I lee  and  feel,  that  Chriflia- 
nity  is  fomething  divine,  living,  generous,  power- 
ful, and  internal.  It  is  God  dwelling  in  the  foul 
of  man,  2 Cor.  vi.  16.” 

* “ Ftid.  18.  I prayed,  and  read  till  twelve. 
My  body  began  -then  to  complain.  It  does  not 
like  fading:  but  my  foul  did  banquet  on  the  rich 
delicacies  of  the  love  and  promifes  of  God.  I 
am  in  the  way  to  heaven  ; but  I want  a heavenly 
nature,  heaven  within  me.  My  foul  can  be  fa- 
tisfied  with  nothing  le'fs  than 'God.  Jefus,  my 
dear  Jefus,  let  me  ever  efteem  thy  blood,  and 
righteoufnefs  above  the  whole  world  ! Through 
thee  I come  to  God.  By  thee  I enter  heaven. 
Thou  art  heaven. 

“ Mv  heart  was  penetrated  with  the  goodnefs 
and  love  of  God.  I fee  dill  more  clearly,  that 
love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law — fupreme,  con- 
flant,  and  perfeft  love  of  God,  and  pure  benevo- 
lent love  to  the  whole  of  human  kind. 
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Happy  foul,  when  once  renew’d, 

G-od  in  thee,  and  thou  in  God, 

■Only  feel’ll  within  thee  move 
Tendernefs,  oompaffion,  love. 

•Love  immenfe,  and  unconfin’d, 

Love  to  all  of  human  kind, 

Love,  which  willeth  all  Ihould  live, 

Love,  which  all  to  all  would  give. 

Love,  that  over  all  prevails, 

Love,  that  never,  never  fails: 

Stand  fecure,  for  thou  (halt  prove 
All  th’  eternity  of  love. 

“ There  is,  there  can  be  no  higher,  no  bet- 
ter, no  fweeter  divinity  than  this,  My  beloved  is 
mine,  and  I am  his ! O my  foul  reft  in  this ! 
•Be  fatisfied,  and  fafe  in  the  protedling,  fanfilify- 
ing,  and  reviving  love  of  Immanuel,  God  with  me. 

“ The  33d  chapter  of  Exodus  came  in  my 
courfe  of  reading  to-day.  And  O what  pleading 
and  communion  between  Mojes  and  his  God. 
Happy  man  ! who  converfed  witli  the  glorious 
Jehovah,  face  to  face.*  And  yet  kt.  John  feems 
to  exprefs  fomething  higher  and  fweeter  than 
even  this,  ill  Epiftle  i.  3.  For  certainly  internal 
union  with  God,  and  a fulnefs  of  his  fpirit,  are 
more  excellent  than  any  external  manifeftation 
can  be. 

P 2 “I 

* That  is'with  a degree  of  familiarity  and  accefs,  which  was  not 
allowed  to  any  of  the  other  patriarchs  or  prophets.  For  /IriSfy 
fpeaking,  no  man  hath  Jecn  God  at  any  time. 
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“ I retired  a few  minutes  after  five,  to  wait  for 
the  coming  ofjefus.  My  foul  is  all  defire  after 
Chrift.  I am  refolved  to  love  and  ferve  him  fo 
as  I have  never  yet  done.  Come  Holy  Ghojt,  and 
kindle  the  fire  within  my  breaft.” 

* “ From  a quarter  after  four  this  morning 
till  ten,  fpent  in  prayer,  and  reading  the  fcrip- 
tures,  and  fuch  humiliation  of  foul,  fuch  a fenfe 
of  my  vilenefsl  haidly  ever  felt.  It  was  genuine, 
godly  forrow  indeed,  with  a clear  fight  of  the 
odioufnefsof  fin.  I believe  the  firft  time  I ever 
finned,  was  brought  to  my  remembrance.  My 
head  was  as  waters,  and  my  heart  as  wax  before 
the  fire.  But  all  the  time  I had  a clear  fenfe  of 
the  love  of  God;  a witnefs  that  I was  accepted  in 
the  beloved,  and  all  the  day  after,  my  foul  de- 
lighted itfelfinthe  Lord.” 

* “ I ought  to  efteem  mvfelf  unworthy  of  any 
comfort;  my  fins  having  juflly  deferved  damna- 
tion. The  blood  oi  Chrift  is  of  infinite  value  and 
efficacy,  otherwife  I fhould  never  be  faved.  In- 
firmities, fo  called,  which  once  I pafted  over  with- 
out much  remorfe,  now  appear  heinous,  black, 
and  damnable,  and  if  God  did  not  bear  witnefs 
with  mv  fpirit,  that  the}'  are  all  forgiven,  would 
fink  me  into  mifery.  People  are  feldom  fuffi- 
ciently  fenfible  of  the  odioufnefs  of  pride,  anger, 
internal  concupifcence,  or  an  inordinate  love  of 
the  creature : tog  ther  with  the  neglefl  of  felf- 
denial,  and  bearing  the  daily  crofs.  Thefe  are 
overlooked;  yea,  1.  me  even  plead  for,  and  at- 
tempt 
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tempt  to  juftify  them.  Lord,  let  me  never  be 
an  advocate  for  the  devil.  Give  me  grace  hear- 
tily to  love  thofe  who  tell  me  of  my  faults.  Search 
out  mv  fin,  till  thou  find  none.  My  whole  trull 
is  in  the  blood  of  Jefus.  I have  no  other  plea; 
for  this  one  is  enough,  it  will,  it  doth  prevail 
with  God,  and  bring  my  foul  to  glory.” 

* “ In  my  clofet  the  former  part  of  this  day, 
it  was  made  indeed  a time  of  love.  I felt  fuch 
fweetnefs,  and  divine  felicity  in  my  foul,  and 
by  faith  beheld  the  glory  of  God  in  fuch  a man- 
ner as  words  cannot  defcribe.  I faw  and  tailed 
God  in  all  things.  My  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  appear- 
ed wonderjul  to  me  indeed,  Ifa.  ix.  6.  Praife, 
blelfing,  honour,  glory,  and  thankfgiving  be  af- 
cribed  to  the  holy  and  adorable  Trinity.  What 
could  I have  believed,  what  underfiood  of  thee, 
unlefs  thou  my  Lord  hadll  revealed  it  to  me  ?* 
O love  divine!  O the  wifdom,  and  power  of 
God!  Human  tongue  cannot  exprefs,  nor  an- 
gel minds  conceive,  how  great  and  wonderful 
ye  are  in  the  faints  ; by  whom  God  is  glorified, 
and  in  whom  Chrilt  is  jujlijied  by  the  Spirit,  (i 
Tim.  iii.  16.)  To  whom  heaven  is  as  it  were  let 
down,  and  whom  eternal  glory  momentarily 
awaits  ! They  now  drink  of  the  rivers  of  plea- 
fure  ; of  the  well  of  life:  and  are  warmed  with 
the  beams  of  the  divine  fun  ! They  are  delight- 
P 3 ed 

* He  teems  to  refer  to  fome  particular  communication  from 
God  of  his  Triune  Majefty. 
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cd  with  praifes,  allured  by  pleafures,  cloathea 
with  light,  and  filled  with  God!  Hallelujah; 
Amen. 


The fame Juljeft  continued. 

H E continued  advancement  of  his  foul 


in  the  knowledge  of  God,  is  very  difcern- 
ible  in  the  preceding  fketch  of  his  experience  : 
although  in  the  expreffton  of  it,  and  of  what  fol- 
lows in  particular,  he  feems  often  at  a lofs  for 
words  ; human  language  falling  fo  far  fhort  of 
thofe  things  of  God,  which  can  only  be  fpiritu- 
ally  difcerned.  In  thefe  collefdions  we  fee  a foul 
peculiarly  remarkable  for  a daily,  ferious,  fleady, 
exa£I  and  uniform  courfe  of  walking  inwardly 
with  God,  and  attending  outwardly  on  all  the 
precepts  of  the  gofpel.  He  poured  out,  fimply 
his  thoughts  from  the  Handing  treafury  of  his 
heart,  for  his  own  foie  ufe;  for  the  more  effec- 
tual promotion  of  his  intercourfe  with  God,  and 
for  the  better  adjuflment  of  all  his  fpiritual  con- 
cerns. 

“ 1757.  I was  up  before  five,  read  and 
prayed  till  I went  to  chapel.  I felt  much.  The 
Lord  knows  what  ! In  the  evening  we  (the  foci- 
ety)  met  together  in  order  to  devote  ourfelves  to 
God  afrefh,  by  renewing' our  covenant  with  himn 
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My  foul  was  greatly  humbled  before  God,  and 
felt  that  for  my  backflidings  he  might  juftly  have 
call  me  off;  for  although  I have  not  wickedly 
deuarted  from  my  God,  yet  for  my  blots  and 
fhort-comings  I was  made  to  blufh.  Jefus  how- 
ever I know  hands  my  advocate,  and  becaufe  he 
lives  I live  alfo. 

* “ I rofe  early,  and  after  prayer  and  fermon 
communicated.  The  adorable  Saviour  gave  me 
a tahe  of  his  fweetnefs,  and  a fight  of  his  glory. 
I read,  prayed,  and  converfed  with  Ghriftian 
friends  the  reh  of  the  day ; waiting  for  perfect 
love,  and  exhorting  others  earnehly  to  feek  after 
the  fame.  Surely  nothing  is  fo  defirable  as  this  ; 
God  in  us,  and  the  very  perfeffion  of  gofpel 
holinefs.  No  man  can  be  thoroughly  bleffed 
till  this  unmixed  love  of  God  purifies  his  heart 
and  fills  his  whole  foul. 

In  all  I did  all  day,  God  was  my  life,  my  joy 
and  my  hrength.  His  love  was  as  fire  within 
me.  I never  felt  fuch  a burning  in  my  heart 
before.  O Jefus,  what  haft  thou  done  for 
me  ! 

* I faw'  this  day  on  a very  triffling  occafion, 
the  neceftity  of  having  fupernatural  light,  and 
a witnefs  from  God  in  all  things,  even  of  the 
common  affairs  of  life,  that  I pleafe  him.  Some 
things  occur  which  feetn  to  be  in  equilibrio,  fo 
that  one  may  reafon  for  hours,  and  not  be  able 
to  turn  the  fcale.  O may  I never  want  light 
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from  God,  whereby  I may  clearly  difcern  what  I 
ought  to  do,  and  what  avoid ! And  O let  me 
have  thy  flrength  alfo,  or  the  light  that  is  in  me 
will  be  turned  to  darknefs ; for  alas,  I often  fee 
my  tvay  but  am  lame,  or  drag  on  heavily  ! 

Happy  the  man  who  gives  up  all  for  Chrifh 
Who  having  difcovered,  that  the  favour  and  en- 
joyment of  God  is  t 'at  pearl  of  great  price,  fells 
all  earthly  loves,  and  longs  that  he  may  buy, 
freely  receive  the  unfpeakable  gift  of  God. 

* “ Soon  after  ten,  I lay  down  but  could  not 
fleep,  through  a deep  and  comfortable  fenfe  of 
the  love  of  Chrift.  His  Spirit  relied  upon  me 
and  made  my  heart  flame  with  love  to  my  God , 
and  my  all.  It  never  entered  into  my  heart  to 
conceive  the  loving  him  with  all  the  heart,  till  he 
revealed  it  to  me  by  his  Spirit. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  my  progrefs,  I feel 
that  Satan  is  my  enemy,  but  Jefus  is  my  friend. 
I fear  not  then : my  Lord  will  fave  me  from 
every  evil  work,  and  preferve  me  to  his  heaven- 
ly kingdom. 

The  fire  of  divine  love  burned  inceflantly  in 
my  foul.  Yet  I perceive  1 muff  flill  wear  fome 
of  the  marks  of  my  captivity,  namely  ficknefs, 
infirmity  and  death.  My  foul  would  fain  fly  up 
to  God,  but  I am  yet  detained.  I converfed  with 
fome  eminent  Chriflians,  and  Jefus  fulfilled  his 
word,  being  with  us  of  a truth. 

This  day  was  as  yeflerday,  and  much  mote 
abundantly.  Indeed  1 can  declare  how  greatly 
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the  Lord  abafed  my  foul,  and  broke  me  as  it  were 
in  pieces.  I could  not  perceive,  that  any  fin  had 
place  in  me  ; but  I wait  for  a {Longer  evidence 
that  I am  made  pure  in  heart.  O God,  {hew 
me  what  by  grace  I am.  Shew  me  if  there  be 
pride,  anger  or  unbelief  in  my  heart.  Jefus, 
Son  of  the  living  God,  fend  down  the  Holy 
Ghoft  from  the  Father,  to  bear  me  witnefs,  and 
to  fhine  upon  thine  own  work.  Humble  and 
prove,  but  {Lengthen  and  comfort  me  too.  I 
am  thine.  There  is  not  one  doubt  in  my  heart 
thou  wilt  fave  me  for  ever.  I fing  praifes  ! Te 
Deum  is  fweet  to  me;  fo  is  the  Magnificat e,  and 
the  Nunc  Dimittis.  O what  has  God  wrought 
for  me  ! Jefus  thou  art  my  {Length  and  righteoul- 
nefs!  I am  fafe  in  thee,  thou  art  my  rock! 
Salvation  is  unto  me  for  walls  and  bulwarks. 

Having  preached  on,  obtained  promifes,  and 
having  met  the  fociety,  I retired  about  ten:  it 
was  a feftal  day  to  my  foul.  I do  feel  from  ex- 
perience and  feripture,  that  God  has  indeed 
changed  my  heart,  and  deftroyed  fthe  works  of 
the  devil.  My  heart  cried  for  humility  and  love ; 
the  whole  mind  of  Chrifl. 

The  love  of  God  fiill  increafed  more  abun- 
dantly than  ever;  the  fire  burned  vehemently 
within  me.  I faw  more  clearly,  that  God  had 
confirmed  me  in  his  favour ; and  that  all  was 
quietnefs  and  alfurance  for  ever.  1 am  aflonifh- 
ed  at  the  gift  of  God,  and  am  willing  if  it  pleaf- 
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etb  him  to  be  hated  of  all  nations  for  his  name- 
fake.  I will  fing  of  mercy  and  judgment. 

“ This  day  I was  forely  tempted  Lord  Jefus, 
thou  knowed  what  my  temptations  are.  I would 
rather  die  than  deny  thee  by  finning  againd  thee. 
Thou  feed  my  fimple  heart.  O guard  and  cover 
my  head.  My  enemies  are  many,  fubtle,  and 
powerful,  and  malicious;  but  thou  art  greater 
than  them  all.  O God,  thou  art  my  friend,  and 
ffrong  helper,  I will  trud,  and  not  be  afraid.” 

“ I fenfibly  felt  the  Lord  impreffing  his  image 
on  my  foul.  O perfeft  love  ! T'is  all  in  all  in 
religion.  I want  it  above  every  thing,  even  this 
fulnefs  of  God  in  Chrift.” 

“ The  Lord  gives  me  to  drink  of  his  love  as. 
out  of  a river.  All  things  work  together  for  my 
good.  May  every  one  that  is  godly,  praife  hiro- 
for  this,  and  trud  in  his. name  for  ever! 

“ I took  to  my  bed  through  violence  of  pain- 
in  my  head,  and  other  fymptoms  of  a fever.  T 
refigned  myfelf  to  God,  and  was  unmoved.  I' 
wept  with  gratitude  to  my  good  God.  My  fever 
foon  abated,  and  in  the  night  I got  red.  So  gra- 
cioufly  does  he  deal  with  me  !” 

*•“  At  the  Lord's  table,  I had  not  only  a clear 
witnefs  that  all  was.  forgiven  me  ; but  likewife 
drong  affurance,  that  God  had  purified  my  heart 
by  faith.  My  foul  was  deeply  affefted  with  his 
Jove.  The  bleffed  Jefus  is  prefent  with,  and 
precious  to  me.  O let  my  foul  adore  the  Lord, 

and 
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and  tell  of  his  works  with  gladnefs.  ' Let  this  be 
written  for  the  generations  to  come.” 

* I wept  with  a fenfe  of  the  goodnefs  of  God 
to  me,  and  found  all  my  dependance  is  on 
Chrift.  Chrift  alone!  He  makes  me  to  rejoice 
in  his  falvation.  His  blood,  and  not  my  hoi I- 
nefs,  or  ufefulnefs  is  the  only  caufe  of  my  ac- 
ceptance, and  final  juflification.  O who  can 
bear  praife,  and  rejoice  in  contempt  ? Only  he 
that  is  fully  crucified  with  Chrift.  This  is  my 
aim,  to  burn  and  flame  with  pure  love  to  God. 
Nothing  lefs  than  the  full  enjoyment  of  him 
fhall  ever  fatisfy  me.  Thy  prefence  makes  my 
heaven.  O praife  the  Lord  ye  fervants  of  the 
Lord-,  ali  ye . that  do  his  pleafure  ! Why  am  I 
not  loft  in  aftonifhment  and  love ! O.  the  good- 
nefs  and  condefcenfion  of  the  blefted  Jefus  ! 

“ I was  this  day  extremely  ill  in  body;  there 
was  a burning  all  over  my  flefh.  But  God  was 
the  reft  and  life  of  my  foul ; who,  notwithftand- 
ing  my  ficknefs,  enabled  me  to  continue  in  pray- 
er and  reading  his  word  ; yea,  there  was  a burn- 
ing of  love  in  my  heart.  O may  I fink  into  this 
boundlefs  fea,  and  lofe  myfelfin  God! 

“ This  afternoon,  taking  a view  of -my  whole 
life,  from  my  infancy,  the  .manner  of  bringing 
me  up,  &c.  I could  not  but  admire  and  adore 
with  weeping,  the  goodnefs  of  God  for  his  deal- 
ings with  me.  I was.  an  ignorant  poor  finner; 
having  no  knowledge  of  God,  and  little  of  this 
world.  But  the  Lord  looked  upon  me,  and  faid 
P.,6  irate. 
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unto  me  live ! My  foul  doth  praife  and  magnify 
his  name  for  ever  ! O for  an  enlarged  heart ! Je- 
fus  thou  art  my  drength. 

“ * I believe  great  things  are  at  hand  for  me. 
This  was  one  of  my  bell  days,  nothing  will  fatis- 
fy  me  till  John  xiv.  23.  is  more  fully  than  ever 
fulfilled  in  me  : And  my  Father  will  love  him,  and 
we  will  come  unto  him,  and  make  our  abode  with 
him.  Jefus  faith  I come  quickly.  Lord  Jefus 
come  1 My  foul  burns  with  defire.  I pant  for 
the  living  God.  O {Lengthen  me  to  do  always 
the  things  that  pleafe  Thee  ! I believe  thou  wilt 
fully  and  finally  fave  me. 

“ O what  a mydery  is  the  love  of  Chrid! 
How  fweet  a banquet ! How  delicious  a wine  ? 
Lord  thou  had  raviihed  me  with  thy  love ! 
Death  is  now  fweet  to  me;  and  eternity  affords 
me  a mod  bleffed  and  glorious  hope.  O what  has 
God  done  for  me  ! Holy  Lord,  accept  of  my 
heartied  praife,  and  the  mod  perfedi  love  that 
I at  prefent  can  give.' 

* “ Both  my  body  and  foul  were  affedlef, 
with  the  great  power  of  God  reding  upon  me 
this  Day-  My  whole  nature  bowed  before  the 
prefent  deity  ; and  his  high  praifes  were  in  my 
mouth.  He  faid  unto  my  foul,  “ Thou  art  made 
whole.”’  “ I replied,  Lord,  I believe.” 

“ In  the  midd  of  a variety  of  critical  circum- 
ftances,  my  confcience  was  kept  pure.  He  that 
walketh  uprightly,  walketk finely.  And  What  can 

harm 
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harm  yon  if  ye  he  followers  of  that  which  if 
good  ? 

* “ My  foul  longs  for  fuller  union  with  God 
for  more  of  the  root  and  fruit  of  holinefs,  faith, 
and  love.  O let  me  lean  on  thy  breaft,  and  kifa 
thv  feet.  Keep  me,  my  Lord,  in  thy  bofom. 

“ All  day  my  cup  ran  over.  I came  to  my 
room  both  wet  and  weary  and  lay  down  happy*. 
My  fpirit  Hill  magnifies  the  Lord.  I reft  in  him. 
He  siveth  his  beloved  reft. 

* “ To  rejoice  evermore,  is  my  portion  under 
the  fun.  My  heart  diffolves  with  the  good  tie  fr 
of  God.  Truly  thou  art  unto  me  a place  of  broad 
rivers,  Ifa.  xxxiii.  Biefted  be  the  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Ghoft!  A ftranger  intermeddletb  not 
with  the  happinefs  which  I feel!  The  half  can- 
not be  told.  O,  it  is  heaven  upon  earth  ! After 
feveral  exercifes  of  faith,  love  and  prayer,  I lay 
down  in  peace.  My  heart  is  full ; and  yet 

* A point  my  good,  a drop  my  ftore, 

‘ Eager  I afk,  and  pant  for  more.’ 

“ O how  fweet  is  it  to  retire  from  the  world  ’ 
yea,  even  from  converfe  with  the  holiefl  Chrif- 
tians,  to  wait  upon  God  alone  ; and  to  get  clofer 
acquaintance  with  the  Hefted  Jefus.  Happy 
the  man  that  can  go  to  God  at  any  time,  praying 
to  him  with  faith  and  fervency.  My  God,  all 
mv  foul  cries  aloud  for  more  of  thy  light  and 
love.  Manifeft  thyfelf  more  fully  within  me  l” 

” Lord 
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**  Lord,  I know  not  that  there  is  any  one  liv- 
ing, that  has  greater  eaufe  to  love,  and  ferve 
thee  in  truth,  than  myfelf;  for  thy  ways  of  love 
towards  me,  have  been,  and  ftill  are  very  won- 
derful. O how  many  fins  haft  thou  forgiven 
me?  How  many  fnares  of  the  devil  haft  thou 
broken,  and  delivered  me  from  ? How  many 
pains  and  afflibbions  haft  thou  fupported  me  un- 
der ? How  many  fears  and  forrows  haft  thou 
from  time  to  time,  banifhed  from  my  heart? 
Thou  haft  given  me  alfo  of  thy  gifts  ; and  with 
reverence  I fpeak  it,  thou  haft  given  me  thy 
grace.  Thou  haft  fent  me  to  preach  thy  word, 
and  given  me  favour  in  the  eyes  of  the  people; 
neither  have  I fpent  my  ftrength  in  vain.  I be- 
lieve Lord  thou  haft  given  me  thyfelf,  and  that 
thou  wilt  give  me  in,  and  with  thee,  both  grace 
and  glory  !” 

* “ I retired  to  fa.ft  ; and  poured  out  my  heart 
for  my  own  foul,,  for  the  -church  of  God,  and 
for  mankind-in  general ; that  God  would  reform 
the  whole  world.  Days  of  faffing  become 
fweet  to  me.  I find  more  and  more  delight  in 
them.  But  by  grace  lam  faved.  Jefus  is  my 
righteoufnefs.  Thro’  faith  in  his  blood,  I offer 
myfelf,  and  all  I do  to  him..  The  favour  of  God 
I obtained  by  his  death;  the  image  of. God  is 
ftamped  upon  my  heart  by  his'  Spirit ; and  thro’ 
bis  interceffion,  I obtain  everlafting  life.  And 
yet  will  he  reward  every  man  according  to. hist 
works.” 


Lwas. 
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“ I was  this  day  fenfibly  convinced  of  the  dan- 
ger of  following  impulfes  of  any  kind,  unlefs  fnpr’ 
ported  by  the  exprefs  authority  of  fcripture.  Na- 
ture and  Satan,  fugged  a variety  of  things,  which 
having  a {hew  of  truth  and  goodnefs,  often  lead 
perfons  into  extravagance  and  error.  It  feems 
however  a fure  rule,  that  whatfoever  promotes  . 
or  increafes  purity  and  meeknefs,  love  towards 
God,  and  our  neighbour,  muft  be  from  heaven*. 
And  whatfoever  does  not  tend  to  this,  ought  to 
be  reje&edt  But  O what  need  is  there  here,  of 
fpiritual  difcernment,  to  diftinguifh  between  the 
real  graces  of  the  Holy  Ghojl,  and  the  counterfeit 
appearances  of  the  devil,  and  felf-love  ! God  of 
truth,  and  of  love,  lead  and  eftablilh  my  foul  in 
the  paths  ofjudke,  mercy,  truth,  and  humility* 
Make  me  of  a quick  underftanding  in  thy  fearj 
nor  leave  me  a moment  to  my  own  w'ifdom,  or 
{Length.  My  help  cometh  from  the  Lord,  who 
made  heaven  and  earth.  Praife  .the  Lord  O my 
foul  ! 

“ I adore  thee,  O my  God,  that  thou  hall 
made  it  lawful  for  me  to  pray  to  thee.  Oh,  hows 
great  is  thy  condefcenfion  to  regard  fuch  a poor 
creature. as  me!  I.  will  extol  thy  goodnefs,  G 
Lord,  my  king.” 

“ All  day  long  my  heart  burned  with  the  love 
of  God.  My  defires  were  unutterable  ; but  he 
who  knows  the  mind  of  the  Spirit,  will  grant  me. 
all  my  petitions.” 

st  I had 
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n I had  clofe  trials : but  the  confolations  of 
God  were  fo  many,  and  fo  flrong,  that  I was 
borne  above  them.  My  body  and  foul  were  ex- 
ceedingly ftrengthened  by  the  divine  grace.  The 
baptifm  of fire  I experience  more  than  ever.  But 
flill  I am  a poor  creature. 

“ O how  foon  will  this  dream  of  life  be  end- 
ed ! Lord,  I long  to  fee  thee  as  thou  art.  Give 
me  patience,  gracious  Lord. 

* “ For  about  two  hours  in  my  room,  I found 
fuch  communion  with  God,  as  my  pen  cannot 
write  : no,  it  is  beyond  the  power  of  words  to 
defcribe  the  happinefs  which  I felt.  Alas!  that 
men  fhould  be  fo  ungrateful  to  God,  and  fuch 
enemies  to  their  own  foul,  as  not  to  feek  happi- 
nefs in  Jefus.  O the  delight  of  a foul  fully  unit- 
ed to  God  !” 

“ At  his  table,  the  Lord  met  me  this  day,  in  a 
wonderful  manner.  My  whole  frame  was  fo  af- 
fefied  and  overpowered,  that  I was  ready  to  re- 
fign  my  foul  into  his  hands. 

“ I was  ftill  more  deeply  fenfible  cf  God’s  pre- 
fence. My  defire  was  fo  flrong,  that  it  even 
pained  my  breaft  exceedingly.  Indeed  I cannot 
tell  what  I then  felt.  It  was  the  work  of  God  ; 
but  he  knows  in  what  manner,  and  degree.  The 
fire  fpread  ; the  light  fhined  and  the  power 
wrought:  in  fhort,  God  nithin  me  lived ! Sing  a 
new  fong,  O my  foul  ; fing  with  a mighty  voice. 
Proclaim  to  angels  and  men.  the  goodnefs  of  the 

Lord* 
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Lord.  Jefus  help  me  to  praife  thee  yet  more 
and  more  !” 

“ I met  with  feveral  trials  to-day,  but  it  was 
given  me  to  bear  them  chearfully,  and  to  praile 
the  Lord,  who  has  given  me  integrity  of  heart, 
and  limplicity  of  intention,  in  all  my  ways.  Lord 
I love  thee.  I will  praife  thy  name  yet  more, 
even  for  ever  and  ever  !” 

“ O how  plain  is  it,  that  God  reveals  to  babes, 
thofe  gracious  things  which  are  hid  from  the  wife 
and  prudent ; fo  doth  he  magnify  his  mercy,  and 
/lain  the  pride  of  human  glory.  In  my  clofet  I 
wept  much,  that  I may  be  more  filled  with  God 
than  ever.” 

“ I thirded  and  prayed  this  day  to  be  with  him. 
My  whole  foul  was  in  a flame  for  God.  O for 
more  faith,  to  fee  him  continually  !” 

“ Lord,  I am  forely  tempted,  but  thou  com- 
forted me.  I am  happy  in  thy  love.  Still  open 
thy  kingdom  more  fullv  and  powerfully  within 
me.” 

“ In  all  things  I come  fhort;  but  I have  tho 
tefiimony  of  a good  confidence.” 

*“  I Hand  as  in  the  prefence  of  God.  The 
awe  of  God  I feel  reds  upon  my  foul.  O how 
dreadful,  and  yet  how  joyful  is  this  place  ! Lord 
Jefu,  thou  art  Immanuel,  God  with  me ! 

“ I mourned  for  the  fins  of  the  people,  and 
found  a willingnefs  even  to  lay  down  my  life,  if 
that  would  fave  them  from  hell.  Many  wept, 
and  trembled.  O the  depths  of  love  in  God !” 

“ I felt 
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" I felt  this  day  an  ardent  defire  to  fuffer  for  hfs- 
name-fake,  tho’  I am  confcious  of  my  own  weak- 
nefs.” 

“ Being  much  difturbed  by  dreams,  I rofe  ear- 
ly, and  called  upon  God.  I continued  reading, 
praying,  and  weeping,  till  feven  in  the  evening. 
I was  mollified,  and  deeply  humbled.  My  feu! 
adored  Immanuel,  anddefiredto  die,  rather  than 
offend  him.  O Holy  Ghoft,  abide  with,  and  in 
me  for  ever  ! A fhort  fentence  which  occurred 
this  day  in  reading,  and  which  I made  the  fu’d- 
jefl  of  difeourfe,  deeply  affefled  me  ; namely. 

5 nnx  5‘ 

M O God,  thou  art  my  God.  Bleffed  be  thy 
Majefiy,  and  exalted  be  thy  name.  Let  the 
earth  and  heavens  praife  and  proclaim  thy  great- 
nefs  and  glory.  Jefus,  I love  and  adore  thee  ! 
My  foul’s  delight  is  in  thee  ! 

“ I was  told  of  foine  who  talked  evil  of  me. 

I prayed  for  myfelf,  and  for  them,  and  truly  the 
love  of  God  was  as  a mighty  fire  in  my  foul.  O 
what  a heaven,  is  this ! 

“ Altho’  love,  and  joy  lived  and  flowed  in  me, 
yet  I wept  and  made  Application,  being  ftrongly 
tempted  by  the  devil.  Ah  Lord.  Thou  knoweft 
my  date  and  trials.  My  defire  is  before  thee,  and 
mygroanings  are  not  hid  horn  thee.  Haft  not 
thou  made  me  pure,  and  fealed  me  thine  for 
ever  ! Shine  on  thy  work,  and  bear  thy  witnefs 

with 
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with  my  heart.  Suffer  not  thy  fervant  to  be  of  2 
doubtful  mind.” 

“ I fee,  that  I ought  to  be  much  in  prayer  for 
the  Holy  Ghojl.  I plainly  perceive  that  to  be 
taught  by  him  for  one  hour,  is  more  profitable  to 
the  foul  than  many  days  reading.” 

“ I fpent  feveral  hours  in  private,  begging  of 
God  to  enable  me  to  fulfil  the  law  of  love.  I feel 
fo  as  I cannot  write,  the  extent  of  Chriffian  obe- 
dience. How  deep,  how  wide!” 

“ Deliver  me  O Lord  from  the  ftrife  of 
tongues,  and  from  the  ungodly,  who  are  a-  fword 
of  thine.  I found  in  retirement  this  day  fore 
ftruggles,  and  deep  confolation.” 

* “ O how  great  is  the  profit  of  fimple  prayer, 
and  diligent  reading  of  the  holy  fcriptures  ? 
They  are  I find,  of  fingular  fervice  to  me.  My 
foul  is  calmed,  fweetened,  melted,  invigorated, 
and  fenfibly  ftrengthened  in  the  exercife  of  thefe 
holy  duties.  I weep  and  pray,  and  give  thanks : 
yet  ftill,  I want  deeper  repentance,  and  much 
more  humility.  I would  be  penetrated  with  the 
fenfe  of  my  own  helpleflnefs ; and  I do  not  find 
power  equal  to  my  will.  I live  however  by  faith, 
and  find  God  unfpeakably,  and  continually  pre- 
fent.” 

“ My  foul  was  fol idly  happy,  and  longing  for 
humility  this  day.  I defire  to  be  fimple,  and  fil- 
led more  abundantly  with  love  to  God  and  my 
neighbour.” 


“ I never 
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“ 2 never  felt  fuch  gratitude  to  God,  as  I did 
this  day,  for  bringing  me  from  the  idolatry  of  the 
Romifti  church.  My  heart  was  grieved  in  read- 
ing fome  of  their  horrid  doftrines  * about  faints, 
and  images.  O God,  thou  haft  done  this  for  me  ; 
and  thou  haft  done  many  thoufand  things  befide 
for  me  ; and  now  I befeech  thee  do  this  for  me, 
give  mean  humble,  thankful  and  nenitent  heart. 

“ 1 his  was  a feaft,  and  a faft  day  to  my  foul. 
All  the  ordinances  of  God  are  exceeding  precious 
and  profitable  to  me. 

“ I was  all  day  deeply  engaged  with  God  : 
wept  much,  and  prayed  earneftly,  yet  I had  not 
much  joy.  I had  a full  and  firm  confidence  that 
he  would  fulfil  his  word  of  promife  to  my  foul. 
My  weaknefs  can  do  nothing  without  thy  power. 

I lay  hold  on  thy  ftrength,  and  offer  myfelf  to 
thy  holy  will.  O let  me  glorify  thee,  as  well  by 
Juffering  as  by  doing. 

“ This  morning  I met  with  a woman  where  I 
breakfafted,  who  was  exceeding  happy  in  God. 
A few  weeks  ago  I met  her  in  the  fame  place,  but 
fhe  was  then  utterlydeadandcarelefs.  I then  fpoke 
plainly  to  her,  and  at  parting,  after  prayer,  faid 
“ I pray  God  you  may  never  reft  till  you  reft  in 
Chrift.”  The  words  were  applied  to  her  heart, 

and  her  burden  increafed  every  day,  fo  that  fhe 

was 

* Hcwas  about  this  time,  employed  partly  in  reading  Btlhop 
VJhcr' s famous  deputation  with  the  J if  nils  in  Ire’.J.nd.  And  of 
this  book  he  fays,  ‘ I cannot  think  that  a papift  who  has  learning 
‘ and  the  fear  of  God,  can,  after  reading  it,  remain  in  the  cr- 
‘ rors  of  Popery.' 


L 357  ] 

was  brought  ahnoft  to  black  defpair,  when  God 
revealed  his  love  in  her  heart.  She  could  now 
fcarce  tell  it  thro’  weeping.  O what  a God  is 
the  God  of  the  Chriflians  !” 

Jan . 1758,  Staid.  1.  We  met  at  four,  and 
after  prayer  I preached  on  Pfal.  xc.  12.  We  had 
the  good  Mr.  vat  the  chapel,  whofe  humili- 

ty and  fervour,  more  than  compenfated  for  the 
irregularity  of  his  fermon.  I have  had  much 
more  happinefs  on  other  days,  than  on  this  fab- 
bath,  tho’  not  more  fincerity  and  refignation. 
I feel  my  weaknefs  and  confefs  my  ignorance, 
and  implore  the  wifdorn  and  power  of  God. 

“ After  being  fome  hours  in  my  room,  the 
fire  from  heaven  went  through  me,  and  I could 
praife  the  Lord  continually,  for  his  goodnefs  to 
me.  I find  fuch  an  imprefiion  of  his  power  and 
love,  as  cannot  be  exprcffed  in  words. 

# “ This  whole  fabbalh  was  both  a delight 
and  honourable  to  me.  Such  revelations  of  God's 
goodnefs;  fuch  manifefiations  of  his  Spirit,  and 
fuch  operations  of  his  love,  I never  felt.  Mv 
very  outward  man  was  affected  and  refrefhed. 
It  cannot  be  declared  what  I then  felt.  Oh  there 
is  much  in  thefe  words,  Yejhall  be  baptifed  with 
the  Holy  Ghojl  and  with  fire.  Whatfoever  I did, 
the  Lord  made  it  to  profper.  O holy  Father,  let 
all  the  holts  of  heaven  praife  and  adore  thy 
name  1 

“ God  is  love.  This  is  the  foundation  of  all 
my  hopes.  I feel  much  lhame,  becaufe  of  my 

infirmities ; 
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Infirmities  ; but  I have  alfo  fweet  confolations, 

“ I was  feized  with  a violent  pain  in  my  fto- 
rnach,  and  was  exceeding  ill ; however  by  the 
mercy  and  power  of  God,  I went  through  the 
duties  of  the  day  with  delight,  and  could  thank 
God  for  pain,  fo  as  I never  could  before. 

“ As  I read  my  Greek  teflament  this  morning, 
my  foul  magnified  the  Lord  for  the  defcription, 
and  progrefs-of  his  woik,  contained  in  the  a£ts  of 
the  apollles.  And  while  I am  now  writing,  my 
foul  is  fo  cheat  ed  with  the  fire  of  love,  as  I can- 
not deferibe,  unlefs  to  fuch  as  experience  the 
fame. 

“ Lord,  I have  not  publickly  preached  for 
thee  this  day,  but  I have  had  many  bleflings  from 
thee,  and  mine  heart  has  been  in  thy  work.  I 
befeech  thee  blefs  the  labours  of  thy  more  faith- 
ful fervants,  whom  I have  heard. 

* “ I have  great  caufe  to  praife  God,  that  I 
am  free  from  worldly  care.  Surely  I was  appoint- 
ed to  this  work  in  which  I am  engaged.  O that 
I may  obtain  mercy  of  the  Lord,  to  be  found 
faithful  ! O Jefus,  plead  thou  my  caufe  in  the 
heavens,  and  fill  me  with  thy  grace  here  upon 
earth.  All  my  hope  of  heaven  Hands  in  thee  ! 
O {hew  me,  if  there  be  ought  in  me  which  thou 
abhorreli  ? And  let  me  hear  thee  fay,  “ Thou 
art  all  fair,  my  love,  there  is  no  fpot  in  thee.” 

O that  1 could  love  and  obev,  as  fall  as  I learn. 
Truth  appears  to  me  every  day  with  new  lultre: 

new 
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-new  fprings  are  opened,  and  the  belt  wine  kept 
until  laft. 

Sunday  ig.  After  afking  help  from  God,  1 
preached  ray  farew.el  fennon  (farewel  indeed,; 
It  was  the  laft  he  preached  in  London , and  the 
laft  day  of  his  being  there)  at  the  Foundery,  from 
Acts  xx.  33..  And  now,  brethren  1 commend  you  to 
God , and  to  the  word  oj  his  grace,  which  is  able  to 
build,  you  up,  and  to. give  you  an  inheritance  among 
all  them  which  are  JunBified.  And  in  the  evening, 
I bid  them  farewel  at  the  chapel  in  Wejl-flreet,  from 
Col.,  ii.  6.  .As ye  have  thtuj or  e received  Chrijl  Jefus 
the  Lord,  Jo  walk  ye  in  him.  In  all  the  duties  of 
the  day,  public  and  private,  God  was  exceeding 
gracious  to  me.  ,1  believe  I never  felt  fuch 
flrength  of  love.  I was  in  truth  Jick  of  love . 
I could  not  fufficieutly  praife  him.  All  words 
come  far  fhort  of  what  I felt.  Lord,  thou  haft 
given  me  much  favour  in  the  eyes  of  this  peo- 
ple. They  the  w.  it  by  words  and  deeds ; yea  pray- 
ers and  tears!  .Reward  them  a thoufand  fold. 
Bring  me  fafe  to  Brijlot,  that  there  I may  (hew 
.forth,  the  praifes  of  the  Lord,  and  declare  thy 
righteoufnefs,  and  thy  l'alvatiom  Amen,  Lord 
Jefus. 

Monday  20.  After  prayer  with  our  family, 
I fet  out  in  the  machine.  I read  my  Hebrew 
pfalter,  and  theChrflian  pattern.  I found  great 
tranquility  of  mind,  and  my  fpirit  was  refrefhed 
with  the  goodnefs  of  God.  I converfed  with 
three  gentlemen,  my  companions  in  the  coach, 

on 


[ 36°  ] 

on  divine  fubjefts.  I prayed  earneftly  (o  God 
before  I fet  out,  that  my  fellow  travellers  might 
not  fwear  or  curfe,  and  the  Lord  heard  me  ; for 
fo  it  was  ; they  rather  approved  of  fcripture 
fubjedts  and  ftudies.  O the  joy  of  a good  con- 
fcience!  And  the  reft  which  the  foul  finds  in  the 
love  of  God.  The  Lord  fupplies  the  abfence 
of  friends,  and  all  things  that  are  dear  to  us.  His 
'prefence  makes  our  paradife.  It  is  not  Truer  & 
but  what  we  are,  which  is  the  great  matter. 

Thurjday  23.  At  Brijlol,  I met  Air.  W.  T. 
under  whofe  preaching  (as  has  been  related}  God 
nrave  me  the  clear  witnefs  of  his  forgiving  love. 
Our  meeting  was  for  the  better.  As  iron  Jliarp- 
neth  iron,  fo  doth  the  countenance  of  a ?nan  his 
friend.  We  remembered  the  years  of  the  right 
hand  of  the  mod  high  ; and  how  the  Lord  filled 
our  mouths  with  laughter,  when  he  brought  back 
our  captivity.  Lordblefs  this  man,  and  make  him 
faithful  in  all  things!  And  now  that  I am  come 
to  this  city  to  preach  the  gofpel  of  the  kingdom, 
and  fpend  my  life  and  ftrength  in  thy  fervice; 
aflift  me  O Lord,  and  make  thy  goodnefs 
known  to  me.  Give  me  wifdom  and  ftrength, 
O help  me  Lord  Jefus,  to  glorify  thy  name. 
Amen. 

I read  through  to  dav,  the  epiftle  of  St.  James. 
And  I do  not  wonder  that  the  proud,  the  fenfual, 
and  the  lovers  of  the  world,  yea  all  the  ungodly 
of  the  earth,  fhould  find  fault  with  it.  In  pray- 
er with  the  family,  the  fpirit  was  poured  out 
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from  on  high  upon  us,  and  great  grace  relied  up- 
on us  all. 

“ After  prayer  this  morning,  I began  and  read 
through,  in  Greek  and  Latin  the  2d.  Epiftle  to 
Timothy , and  found  much  inftruftion,  and  re- 
proof for  my  foul.  O what  a man  ought  a mini- 
fter  to  be  ! How  holy,  and  how  wife ! What 
courage,  zeal,  patience  and  temperance,  are  ne- 
celTary  for  him  in  an  efpecial  manner  in  order  to 
give  account  of  himfelf  and  others  to  God  with 

j°y” 

“ Preaching  on  1 John  iv.  18.  My  mind  was 
more  clearly  enlightened  than  ever,  to  fee  that 
ptrfeCl  love  is  Chrijhan  perfection.  By  fimple, 
but  powerful  faitb,  I defire  to  attain  it;  and  to 
live  and  grow  in  this  love,  till  my  fpirit  returns 
to  God.” 

With  fuch  deftres,  and  in  fuch  meditations 
as  thefe  did  he  fpent  his  days  and  nights,  long- 
ing and  fighing  for  the  fight  of  God  contin- 
ually ; and  in  his  prayers,  the  violence  of  his 
affeftions,  did  not  a little  increafe  the  weaknefs 
of  his  body. 
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